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Free Stocks Issued Elsewhere 


Birmingham, June 20. 

The Temple's stunt of giving 
away a used car at every evening 
show was termed a lottery by the 
Better Business Bureau which is 
making a drive on lotteries in town. 
Under Alabama laws, such give- 
aways by a theatre or any other 
concern comes under that classi- 
fication. 

Temple disposed of six such cars 
before the B. B. paid them a visit. 
The theatre was told that as long 
as a person had to buy a ticket to 
win a car it was illegal under state 
laws. 

Officials of the Bureau said the 
depression had prompted se many 
merchants to give things away in 
order to get business that some- 
thing had to be done. One depart- 
ment store is giving away six vaca- 
tion trips, a furniture store is of- 

(Continued on page 37) 


UNUSUAL FILM FIND 
TOSSES OVER CAREER 


Hollywood, June 20. 

After receiving the usual spon- 
taneous publicity accorded new, un- 
usual screen finds, Carrie Krieger, 
wardrobe worker at Radio studios, 
forfeited a screen career because 
she didn’t like the part Gregory La- 
Cava selected for her. 

LaCava spotted the girl out of 
hundreds of other more experienced 
players because she typified the co- 
ed. When the girl read the story 
she decided work in the wardrobe 
department would be less strenuous 
and more secure. 


Nat’l Parks Non-Union 


Los Angeles, June 20. 

Only one orchestra instead of the 
usual three in Yellowstone Park 
this summer, and that one will be 
non-union. Band will be at the 
Mammouth hotel, which formerly 
used two. Old Faithful Inn patrons 
will go tuneless this year. 

Three bands will be used at Yo- 
semite Park but they will also be 
non-union; Both parks previously 
insisted on Federation musicians. 


_— 

















A NEW Low 


Manhattan cordial shops ordered 
a new low in prices last week. Office 
buildings and apartment houses in 
Greenwich Village and Times Square 


‘were canvassed by several of the| 


lads with cards announcing that 
new prices are three bottles of gin 
for $2. Single bottles 75 cents. 


That's delivered to home or office | 


on a half hour's notice, 


NO. 2 SNODGRASS 
Jackie Rogers, inmate of Jackson 
prison, Michigan, has started sing- 
ing over WIBM from the peniten- 
tiary. 


ing professicnal copies. ‘ ( 





Those Receivers 





Receivers are so plentiful on 
Broadway that some of them 
are hiring  barkers. Two 
stores going through this phase 
of disposal gave their barkers 
the following routine to shout: 

‘Receiver sale going on in 
here at bargains that can only 
be obtained from a genuine re- 
ceiver.’ 











| vival, 





| getting 
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BONUS ARMY 
DELUXE 


Hollywood, June 20. 


No rag tag and bob tail contin- 
gent is the Hollywood bonus army 
being recruited to leave here for 
Washington on Tuesday. Army has 
its headquarters at the old Metro 
studio, having been given permis- 
sion to stay there until ready to 
move by M-G-M officials. 





partment, several arc lights and a 
generator for cross country bally- 
hoo, four vaude acts and the Holly- | 
wood Stars femme baseball team. 
Ball team and vaude acts will be 
used to gather money and for ex- 
pioitation on the way east. 

Army is recruited mostiy ioiee | 


the studios, and will number close | 
Most of the | 
studio | 


to 500 when it leaves. 
recruits are unemployed 
(Continuea on page 62) 





Burley Stumps Bench by | 


Rathing Beauty Answer 


Dallas, June 20. 
the police the Hippo- 





Thanx to 
drome, 
got its first page one break 
in years and prosperity biz—all for | 
$5. 

City Hall decided the show was 
too rough and arrested M. 
Midyett, plus several line gals, 
charges of indecent exposure. Sub- 
sequent trial sifted into a two-reel 
comedy with the prosecutor giving 
the court some samples of Hipp 
kooches and defense 
with threats to stage a 
bathing beauty revue for compari- 
son. 

Latter move stumped both prose- 
cutor and femme club matrons, 
neither willing to risk the pub- 
lic razzberries. Whereupon judge 
squared things with a minimum $5 


fine, virtually representing the first | 


moral victory for the burley crowd 


in this pious burg, not mentioning | 
He is writing publishers mequest- | several 


columns of 
space from four dailtes, 


sympathetic 








Outfit | of ‘Big Parade’ and ‘Ben-Hur,’ 


is strictly high hat with a press de- | 


town's lone burlesque sur- | 


on | 


attorney re- | 


| players’ 


| mer 
‘ment sours 


Ble SILENT SUNS 


‘Nation’ Still Leads All with 
$10,000,000 Income — 
‘Singing Fool’ Top Sound 
Film on $5,000,000—Few 
$1,000,000 Features in 
Past 2 Years 


|CHAPLIN TOP IN 2 YRS. 


HWOOD'S RITZY 


—— 


Silence in pictures, after all, 
golden. It represented in money 
from some individual pictures much 
more for their makers than any 
talker to date. 

In that they were few and far be- 
tween in the silent days, as against 
a strong representation of talkers 
in the $1,000,000 class or over, due 
to the novelty era, there is some 
comfort for an industry that has by 
now given up noiseless film as a 
thing of the past. 

The $10,000,000 gross rental on 
‘Birth of a Nation,’ D. W. Griffith’s 


was 


first big picture, will probably never | 


be equalled, let alone beaten. With 
the stampede on sound, and its big 


| rentals, failing to equal the grosses 
both | extremely skimpy capital, 


silents, it is doubtful if anything in 


the immediate or distant future will | nothing. 


(Continued on page 62) 


120 RKO AGENTS 





FOR 150 ACTS 
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There are 120 franchised me 
jon the RKO New York booking floor 


for the approximately 150 acts now 
or 


played weekly by the circuit, 
|hardly more than one act to an 
agent. For the 150 acts RKO is 
spending around $75,000 a week, 
which brings the agents’ average 
iterate on page oo 


FOX’S 8 WRITERS FOR 5 
CHARACTER SCENARIO 


Hollywood, June 290. 

Agreement for limitation to two 
writer credits on stories is a head- 
iche to Fox, which has eight names 
billed now for ‘Walking Down 
Broadway.’ 

Credit sheet 
names. 





contains only five 


MERCHANTS’ FREE FILMS 
Geneva, Ia., June 29. 
Local merchants stage free pic- 
tures on Wednesday and Saturday 
nights each week during the sum- 
months when regular amuse- 
‘es are clused to them, 





|, abroad is on a new 
| Pyle 


| usual 
| ers, 


Or Out by Ever Present Depresh 





Stage Cat on Loose 





Among those feeling the de- 
pression is the pet backstage 
cat at one of the Loew thea- 
tres. The house mouse catcher 
had been on the weekly ex- 
pense list for 10c, most of 
which went for liver, 

Recently the feline took a 
more drastic cut than others 
on the payroll, being stricken 
off the swindle sheet al- 
together. 

It’s panhandling now. 











NOW PRODUCING 


FOR $50, $9 OR 
NUTHIN 


The legit shoestringer of today is 
doing things that make an angel of 
the shoestringer of yesterday. 
Whereas they used to operate on an 


the present groups are working on 
And boasting. 
It’s a common 


That makes 


| the shortroller of past years an 
absolute spendthrift. He at least | 
pancroer $1,000, whether he had it or 
not. 


One show recently hit Broadway | 
nt being paid for pro- | 


iContnren on page Phas 


Rip’s ‘Believe It’ Exhibit 


At Chicago World’s Fair 





Robert L. Ripley's present trip 
deal with C. C. 
‘Believe It or Not’ ex- 


Chi, World's Fair in 


for a 
hibit at the 
1933. 

Ripley plans bringing back odd- 
ities of the world including living 
and inanimate specimens of un- 
phenomena, fakirs, 
mystics and the like. 

Rip and Pyle’s contract 
World's Fair corporation 
for the museum's location 


provices 
in 

vantageous spot because of the 50c 

maximum admission scale. 


ACTS BETWEEN INNINGS 

Winnipeg, June 206. 
Wesley park and Osborne stadi- 
um, two new electrified ball 
parks here, are running along show 
business lines and going after the 
amusement biz. 
Singers and 


performers are 


‘ spotted between innings, 


many of 





feat nowadays to} 


wave a show come in with its pro- 
| duction bill below $50. 


sun-gaz- | 


iP. de Turns Gold Miner; 


with the | 


the | 
center of the midway at a most ad- | 


‘$4 daily 





Chicago, June 20. 
the first time in years the 
legit summer depression in this 
town is having telling effect on the 
local dailies. Nearly every sheet 
is or is about to stage some heavy 
retrenching in the dramatic depart- 
ments, figuring the next couple of 


months an eclipse. 

Hearst ‘American’ started 
laying off Fritz Blocki, its drama 
critic, for the summer. Blocki has 
been with the paper for eight years 
all told and six under its present 
department head, Frederick Mc- 
Quigg. 

Meanwhile, the other dailies are 
also adopting conservative atti- 
tudes toward the legit slack. On 
the ‘Daily News’ the drama editor, 
Margaret Mann, is off the paper, 
understood to be on a pension, with 
Lloyd Lewis doubling from his 
‘ritic job to handle the whole de- 
partment. 

Gail Borden of the tab, “Times,” 
has discontinued his theatrical 

(Continued on Page 44) 


EVEN GARBO’S DOUBLE 
IN PITT. GETS THAT WAY 


Pittsburgh, June 20. 
The Garbo legend must be con- 
tagious. Last week, as one of the 
features of its local talent ‘Pitts- 
burgh on Parade’ show, the Stanley 
picked Pittsburgh doubles of flicker 
stars, among them one who was 


Yor 


with 





| supposed to look like the Swede. 


Gal took herself seriously just as 
soon as the judges had announced 
her selection as Garbo’s double. 
Backstage she stood off by herself, 
refusing to associate with any of 
her doubling colleagues, even shun- 


|ning the professional talent on the 
| bill. 
| about the spotlight, and at the sec- 


At the first show she kicked 
'ond claimed that her ‘Mata Hari’ 
costume was too heavy. 

She continued to kick about the 
| euatndia for two days. Finally told 
she'd have to wear it, or else, she 
took it off and started for the door. 

‘Ay tank I go home,’ she casually 
told Jerry Mayhall, one of the pro- 
ducers of the show, and walked out. 
She never came back, not even to 
collect what little salary she had 


| coming. 


‘Dirt’ Shows $4-$8 a Day 


Phoenix, June 20. 
Few persons have paid much at- 
tention to the gold in the foothill 
regions near this city, but lately a 


| different slant on the metal is be- 


ing taken. Gold-mining is luring 
the jobless and it is reported that 
Paul E. Perkinson, former p. a. for 
the Fox theatre here, is going to 
try his luck 

Some say that as high as $8 a 
day may be made from the ‘pick- 
ings.” Others seem satisfied with @ 
returm 
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Kent Appoints Al 


Studio Pub. Head; Butcher Back 


+ 


Hollywood, June 20. 
With the reinstallation of Win- 
field Sheehan and Sol Wurtzel as 
heads of the Fox studio, Sidney R. 
Kent will leave for New York Fri- 


day (24). 

One of his. last moves was to 
places Al Price, former Paramount 
exploiteer and veteran of the 


Hearst newspapers, at the head of 
the pub. and adv. dept., displacing 
Victor M. Shapiro, Price most re- 
cently was in charge of the ‘Exam- 
iner’ display department. He will 
assume his new work July 1. 
Shapiro will be transferred to the 
New York publicity staff. It is ex- 
pected that Price will make a clean 
yweep of the present publicity dept. 
personnel. 

~E. W. Butcher, who was studio 
pusiness manager before D. E. Mc- 
jntire was sent out by the Chase 
pank to clamp the purse strings 
and. clean up generally, gets his old 
position back. He took a similar 
fob with Radio three weeks ago but 
will change over. Ben Jacksen, who 
held the position, will be returned 
to his old job as head of the music 
dept. He will replace Maitland 
Rice who has been holding down 
that post. 





Radio Grooms Tyros 


Unused to Big Dough 
For New Star Parts 


Hollywod, June 20. 

Radio is basing its future star list 
on a new crop of young femme 
players, being recruited from the 
stage and from purely amateur 
ranks. In few cases is the weekly 
tap more than $50. 

Back of the idea is the same urge 
that prompted Warners to comb 
Broadway recently for young and 
cheaper stock. Studios are of the 
opinion they can halt the telephone 
number idea of salaries for players, 
now current, by bringing in at low 
pay youngsters who haven't been 
spoiled to exorbitant demands by 
previous contact with Hollywood. 

Within last three weeks Radio has 
added six prospects who are get- 
ting good spots in pictures with an 
opportunity to show what they’ve 
got. As many «more get similar 
chances within the next month. 

In each case players are given 
long-term option contracts, which 
do not tie the companies up for 
more than three months if the can- 
didates are sour, but allows studio 
to hold on for five and seven years 
if any of them prove hot. 

Sextet now getting a chance to 
win their spurs are Dorothy Wil- 
son, stenographer, recently here 
from Minneapolis; Phylis Fraser, 
amateur from Oklahoma; Julie 
Haydon, with northern California 
stock experience; Harriet Hagman, 
from small parts on Broadway; 
Mary Mason, from Pasadena Com- 
munity Players, and Betty Furness, 
recruited from an eastern dramatic 
school. 


3d Liquidation Div. 


Los Angeles, June 20. 
Defunct Bank of Hollywood Sat- 
urday (18) came through with a 








third liquidation dividend of 5% on: 


commercials and 10% on savings. 

This makes a total of 45% sav- 
ings and 30% on commercial ac- 
counts. 


CARILLO TO HONOLULU 


Hollywood, June 20. 

Leo Carillo ‘eft Saturday night 
(18) for a month in Honolulu in- 
cluding two weeks’ appearance in 
‘Lombardi, Ltd.’ for William B. Mc- 
Curdy’s stock troupe. 

Took test at Columbia for ‘Bitter 
Tea of General Yen’ but was passed 
up. 





Keaton Vacationing 
_ Hollywood, June 20. 
Buster Keaton and his wife. after 


finishing ‘speakeasily,’ left Saturday | 








night (18) for three weeks’ vaca- 
tion around Seattle. 
(Our First Ad) 
Open For Offers | 
Pictures, Radio. Revues, or | 


Vaudewville—if There Is } 

Such a Thing | 

MR. AND MRS. JACK NORWORTH 
130 West 44th Street 

New York 

or Your Own 


Direct, Broker 





Price New Fox 





Real Reel Vacation 





Hollywood, June 20, 

Picture bunch has an axiom 
that new talent out here can 
best be gauged by the unoffi- 
cial opinions of the costumers, 
hairdressers and make-up men 
on the lot. These three, .after 
they get through with a novi- 
tiate, plus supplementary cam- 
era tests, can sense the possi- 
bilities of any new player. 

Some of the Broadway im- 
portees have caught on to this 
and are sounding out these be- 
hind-the-scenes’ factors for a 
slant on their possibilities. 








EF »- 


WILL MAHONEY 


| Now appearing. at Grauman’s 
| Chinese Theatre, Hollywood, Cali- 
fornia. 


Jimmy Starr, Los Angeles “Her- 
ald Express” said: “Blase and jaded 
Hollywood was snapped bolt upright 


with the appearance of. Will 
Mahoney, New York’s best show 
stopper. He panicked ‘em. He 











Chaplin Stays Mum 
As ‘City Lights’ Piles 





Hollywood, June 20. 
Citing $3,000,000 gross on ‘City 
Lights’ to show that silent pictures 
are not dead, Charles Chaplin said 
that his next production will also 
be silent. 
Comedian returned Thursday (16) 
from a world trip, and hopes to 
start shortly on his story to get it 
before the cameras in two months. 
Story will contain some phases of 
his jaunt. 
Chaplin’s immediate job will be 
the writing of 25,000 more words 
to make up a 50,000-word article on 
the world hop for ‘Ladies Home 
Journal.” He wouldn’t say what his 
new picture would be, except it 
would have something to do with 
touring. 
Japan won't see ‘City Lights,’ as 
Chaplin was unable to sell it to 
distributors there. 


PAR. AND PEGGY FEARS 
SEEKING SAME PLAY 


Paramount and Peggy Fears are 
wrestling for the American rights 
to ‘I Married an Angel,’ Hungarian 
play by Vaszary. Piece is now cur- 
rent at the Lustspiel theatre, Buda- 
pest. ' 

Par wants the play for Miriam 
Hopkins and is flirting with the idea 
of having it produced in New York 
as a play first, possibly also with 
Miss Hopkins. Miss Fears wants 
the stage and film rights, but is 
planning no more than a stage pro- 
duction. 











Tashman in Musical 


Phil Baker is after Lilyan Tash- 
man for his new revue in Septem- 
ber. 

The picture girl is interested but 
not for the run of the play, in- 
sisting on a two month’s maximum 
Broadway stay because of her pic- 
ture work preference. 

Joe Penner is already set for a 
leading comedy assignment in the 
Baker musical. 








Allan Jenkins Set 


Hollywood, Jane 20. 

Allan Jenkins, New York stage 
player brought here by Warners for 
‘Blessed Event,’ was given a two- 
picture contract by the studio after 
the ‘Event’ preview. 

Assignments are ‘Three 
Match’ and ‘I Am a 
Morris office arranged the deal. 


June Clyde U’s Lead 


Hollywood, June 20. 


on a 





Universal has selected June Clyde | 
for lead in the Luis Trenker pic- | 


ture to be made in Austrian Tyrol 
in August. 
Clyde leaves in July. 














KNEW WHO THEY WANTED 


Hollywood, June 20. 
Radio wanted a stenographer on 
its own lot to get a break in pic- 
tures. Employees -yoted, with the 
understanding that the top. one 


would play a part in ‘Fraternity {three months with a clause allow- | 
what they 
by 


showed 
their help’s 


Execs 


of 


| House.’ 


thought ideas 


Up Three Millions; 


Fugitive.’ | 


wowed ‘em. He literally tossed them 
in the aisles. -They yelled and ap- 


plauded with sincere and =  sup- 
pressed delight.” 
Direction 


RALPH G. FARNUM 
1560 Broadway 


Not Exploi 
MG Players ‘Til 
They Make Good 


Culver City, June 20. 


Attempting te eliminate’ the 
wasted expenses of premature tal- 
ent exploitation and valueless tie- 
ups, the Metro - Goldwyn - Mayer 
studio publicity department under 
direction’ of Howard. Strickling is 
weeding the riff-raff from its sched- 
ule. 

Strickling contends that a ma- 
jority of the tie-ups effected with 
manufacturers are: worthless, being 
little more than a personal plug for 
ithe star. Metro arrangements with 
|manufacturers call for advertising 
the feature in which the player is 
currently | identified; and equal 
amounts of space for the film and 
the product which the player is 
pictorially endorsing. Tie-ups with 
these stipulations ‘have been with 
Lux soap for Jean Harlow's ‘Red 
Headed Woman,’ ‘Standard Oil Co. 
for Lionel Barrymore’s ‘Washington 
Whirlpool, and Texaco for Jackie 
Cooper’s ‘When a Feller Needs a 
Friend.’ All pictures are getting 
plugging: equal to the product and 
at no cost to the studio. 

With numerous new players fad- 
ing after their first picture and 
thereby turning all their early pub- 
licity into ‘wasted energy, Metro 
hereafter will splurge for no player 
until that individual has proved 
himself in one picture. Fan maga- 
zines and ehatter columns are lit- 
tered with ‘stories and photographs 
of new talent who have flopped just 
as the publicity campaigns break 
into print. , 

















WILSON’S STYX 


Writer Lives Free on Houseboat 
for Realty Co. Waiting Break 








Hollywood, June 20. 

Jerome Wilson, former New 
| York newspaperman who for five 
years tried to break the gates of 
| Hollywood as a writer, and sold a 
couple of stories, evacuated a year 
)}ago and is now managing a realty 
development at Lake Elsinore, 65 
|miles from here, Company has giv- 
len him a house boat, 110 feet long, 
| pays all his expenses, and also per- 
|mits him to do magazine work. 
| His wife, Pat, a writer, is collabor- 
ating with him. 

| Wilson says he will remain there 
; until Hollywood is ready to receive 
| his output. 





| ee eee ae 


HART, NEW PAR DIRECTOR 


Walter Hart, legit director-pro- 
| ducer, goes to Paramount as a di- 
; rector starting immediately. He 
| has a year’s paper which calls for 
| working periods of six, three and 


'ing him to produce a play on his 


|}using the candidate coming in 18th) the three spells. 


;on a list of 20. 


She's Dorothy Wilson, 18 year old} ducer 
| typist in the scenario department. | ‘Precedent.’ 


Hart was director 
of 


and co-pro- 
‘Merry-Go-Round’ and 


own if he wishes in between one of 





A Long Gamble 


Broadway talent agents, who 
have been contacting the 
studios and sending people to 
the Coast, all deprecate the 
supposed hunger of the film 
bunch for new faces. They 
claim that che trips of the Le 
Maires, Louis Clines, Ben Pi- 
azzas, et al., casting heads, are 
almost in vain in that when 
finally they option some new 
people the studios don’t know 
what to do with them. 

Reasons are simple in the 
main. A new ingenue or juve 
can at best, secure third part 
assignments in support of es- 
tablished film names, and ac- 


cordingly all they receive is 
third rate lighting, dressing, 
and generally limited oppor- 
tunities. Thus it’s still pretty 
much of.a gamble and a break 
all around if somebody new 
happens. 











Bert Wheeler May Go 
Back to Coast Films; 
Now Stage at $4,250 


There’s just no telling right now 
what Bert Wheeler is going to do: 
Neither Bert nor his agent, Leo 
Fitzgerald, has reached a decision. 
Bert says he should be playing’in 
pictures and’ Lee believes his. star 
should continue in the _ picture 
houses on personals at $4,250 week- 
ly, which he is at present receiving. 

Wheeler quit Bobby Woolsey; Co- 
lumbia Pictures'' and ‘Hollywood 
about two months ago when advised 
out there by attorney and friends 
not to go through with the Wheeler 
and Woolsey contract with Colum- 
bia for one or more pictures. Up 
to that time the team of boys had 
been making starring talkers for 
Radio Pictures. 

Coming east Wheeler 
his personal appearance turn, open- 
ing at Hempstead, L. I, last week 
end, and going regular picture house 
this Friday (24).at the Publix, Mich- 
igan, Detroit, at the $4,250 scale. 
With Wheeler in the stage act are 
Sid Silvers and Polly Walters. 

Whether Wheeler will accept a St. 
Louis date for, the week following 
Detroit for the same figure is: prob- 
lematical. His! agent, Fitzgerald, 
was in session''yesterday (20) with 
Harry Cohn of Columbia, in the New 
York offices. That same morning 
Wheeler: had received a registered 
letter from the Columbia Hellywood 
studios to report out there in ac- 
cordance with ‘contract, prepared to 
proceed with a talker. 





Thackery Advising 


Hollywood, June 20. 

Eugene Thackery, Washington 
correspondent of the N. Y. ‘Herald- 
Tribune,’ who aided Maxwell And- 
erson on scripting of ‘Washington 
Merry-Go-Round’ at Columbia, re- 
mains another two months as tech- 
nical advisor on the picture. 

Film starts in a month, 





SAILINGS 


July 6 (San Francisco to Tahiti), 
Gordon Hoeye (Monowai). 

July 2 (New York to Berlin), 
Jack Koerpel (Rotterdam). 

July 2 (Land of the Midnight Sun 
cruise), Mr. and Mrs. Richard 
Barthelmess and children, Mr. and 
Mrs. Watterson Rothacker§ and 
daughter (Reliance). 

July 1 (New York to Gibraltar, 
Trini (Augustus). 

June 30 (Paris to: New. York), 
Ambrose Dowling (Ile de France). 

June 28 (New York to Reykjavik, 
Iceland), Russel Crouse (Kungs- 
holm). 

June 23 (New York to Paris), E. 
M. Gluckman (Bremen). 

June 18 (London to New 
William A. Brady, 
George Arthur (Aquitania). 

June 18 (London to New York), 
Hassard Short (Britannic). 


York), 


June 18 (Manila to San Fran- 
| cisco), George Weltner (President 
| Coolidge). 

June 17 (New York to London). 


Herbert Marsh (Statendam). 

June 16 (Paris to New York), J. 
J. Shubert (Ile de France). 
| June 16 (Paris to New York), A 
J. Balaban (Bremen), 

June 14 (New York to Paris), 
Mrs. Will Rogers, Paul D. Cravath, 





| Nanette Guilford, Nelson Doubleday, | 


Romney Brent (Europa). 
June 14 
4David Diamond (Europa). 


| 
arranged | 


Grace George, | 


(New York to Berlin), | 


ROSCOE’S FILM 
RETURN VIA 
- WBSHORTS 


Roscoe Arbuckle’s comeback, aft- 
er an absence from the screen of 
more than 10 years, will be through 
a series of six shorts for Warner 
Bros. under a deal that is practi- 
cally set. Deal calls for Arbuckle 
to write and direct also. 

They will be made in the east at 
the WB Brooklyn studio, the first 
to start around Aug. 1. 


ERSKIN NO LIKE COAST: 
PREFERS LEGIT PROD. 


Chester Erskin has. decided he 
doesn’t like Hollywood and picture 
work and called things, off with 
Lewis Milestone. He was assisting 
Milestone on ‘Rain’ and was to get 
a U.A. contract at the end of the 
filmization as a director, 

Erskin . has wired New York 
friends that he'll be Manhattane 
bound by the end of the week and 
on the market for free-lance directe 
ing of stage plays. 








} 
| 





Margaret Lindsay Starts 
Film Career in Western 


Universal City, June 20. 
Margaret Lindsay, English acte- 
ress, brought here by Universal, 
goes into ‘Pony Boy’ as Tom Mix’s 
leading woman. 
It's Miss Lindsay’s 
for U. 


initial film 


‘ 


WALSH BACK AT FOX 


But Not Till After Making One for 
Metro, if He Makes It 





Hollywood, June 20. 

Raoul Walsh will stick at Metre 
for one film if he gets a story pretty 
quick. If not he returns to Fox, 
having made deal with Winnie 
Sheehan, and will probably direct 
‘Marie Gailant.’ 4 

Walsh’s arrangement with Metrd 
is for one picture at $50,000 for its 
direction... He has been after a story 
for four months. 





Chevalier Leaving 


Failure of the studio and theatres 
to get together on terms has killed 
Maurice Chevalier’s proposed stage 
weeks for Publix. He. had been 
counted on for the week of July 28 
at the Paramount, New York, on @ 
studio booking. 

Instead, Chevalier sails July & on 
his annual trot to Paris. 


Traveling Foursome ' 


The Richard Barthelmesses and 
Watterson Rothackers are planning 
a family tour to Sweden early in 
July. Quartet is due in New York 
from the coast on June 28 and sail 
about a week afterwards. 

The Barthelmesses just got back 
from a world tour. 








iB. S. Moss’ Survey 


Hollywood, June 20. 
Ben S. Moss is here from New 
|} York to obtain a general survey of 
| the business. 
(Partly a vacation trip for relaxe 
ation as well. 





BEERY LOTS ON BLOCK 


| Los Angeles, June 20. 
| Two lots in San Fernando valley, 
owned by Noah N. Beery, are to be 





| sold at public, auction July 2 to 

| satisfy a $35,000 promissory note 

| signed by Beery in favor of A. 8, 
Benson, 

| Security-First National Bank, 


trustees of the property, says Beery 
has not kept up payments or inter< 
est on the note since June, 1931. 


| M-G RELEASES STANDER 
| At his own request,: Metro has 
|given Lionel Stander, legit actor, @ 
release from the contract he signed 
‘about two weeks ago. 

‘Actor is taking tests for Fox and 
| Warner. 

SEITER AT METRO 

Hollywood, June 20. 

‘Bill Seiter has been engaged by 
Metro for one picture. Director just 
completed a term contract with 


i Radie, 





i 


! 
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$360,000 SCHULBERG PAY OFF 





Cohen Suggests Brit. 
Actress Take a Tutor; 


Result—1 Big Peeve 


Adrienne Allen is nursing one of 
those heavy studio peeves and at- 
tempting to break away from her 
Paramount contract as a result of 
what she calis ‘unbearable humilia- 
tion.’ The British actress’ recent 
conversation with Emanuel Cohen 
resulted in his suggestion to assign 
her an acting tutor. At the same 
time Cohen asked her to take sev- 
eral tests. 

Miss Alien, 
stage rep, 


with a big London 
came to New York about 
a year ago to head the cast of 
‘Cynara’ and was well received with 
the Paramount offer resulting. She 
has a sliding contract,which begins 
at $1,500 

Only work she’s been given thus 
far in Hollywood were several small 
parts, the biggest bit being in ‘Mer- 
rily We Go to Hell.’ 


ELSIE JANIS IS NOT SO 
BONUSEY SINCE CRASH 


Hollywood, June 20. 

Before starting for Washington, 
representatives of the Bonus Army 
here attempted to locate Elsie Janis 
and ask her to accompany them in 
duplication of her overseas work 
during the war. 

Queried by ‘Variety,’ 
(domestically Mrs. 
stated: 

‘I really wouldn't be interested be- 
cause I don’t feel a bit bonusey. 
The First National Bank of Beverly 
Hills has just cleaned me to the 
gills.’ 


COWBOY STAR’S SPILL 
‘AFFECTS DIRECTOR-DAD 


Hollywood, June 20. 

Robert Bradbury, directing his 
Bon, Bob Steele, in Monogram’s 
"Son of Oklahoma’ had a _ heart 
attack when young Steele was 
thrown from his horse, receiving a 
broken arm and the horse demol- 
ished the camera. 

Picture is being held up indef- 
initely. 





Miss Janis 
Gilbert Wilson) 








Uncomplimentary Camera 
Men Barred from Beach 


Hollywood, June 20. 
Irked by intimate and uncompli- 
mentary pictures appearing in 
dailies and magazines, picture 
people at Malibu Beach had pho- 
tographers barred from colony by 
the police on Sunday 


Mayfair Hop at Malibu 
Will Kick at Peasants 


Hollywood, June 20. 

Executive committee of the May- 
fair club considering staging a 
dance at Malibu some time in July. 

Intention is to build a_ special 
dance floor on the sands in the 
fenced enclosure south of the colony. 
Sidelines will be covere@ by can- 
vas to spoil everythins for curious 
peasants. 








Dolge Estate $10,000 


Los Angeles, June 20, 

Will of Grant Dolge, picture 
agent who committed suicide two 
weeks ago was filed for probate re- 
vealing about $10,000 in assets. Of 
this $7,219 was in accounts due. 
Furniture and car amount to $1,500 
and a lot in Los Angeles is valued 
at $935. Entire estate was left to 
yertrude Lillian Dolge, the widow, 
who is also executrix. 

Mrs. Dolge applied for an allow- 
anee of $125 a month until the es- 
tate is administered. 


MAE WEST’S PAR SOLO 
_ May West left for the Coast 
Thursday (16) to make one picture 
for Parsmount. 
It'll ba ‘Night After Night,’ based 
6n Louis Bromfield's ‘Single Nieht.’ 








Intelligence Table 


Hollywood, June 20. 

It was his last day at War- 
ners, so Bill Mizner pointed to 
the writers’ table and re- 
marked to Tay Garnett: 

‘That’s the most intellectual 
bunch of_writers I’ve seen at 
that table since I’ve been here.’ 

Garnett looked. The table 
was empty. 


D. A.’s Office Guards 
Picture Celebs on 
Kidnapping Threats 











Hollywood, June 20. 

Indications are that several pic- 
ture people are paying protection 
money to racketeers following kid- 
napping threats, according to Dis- 
trict Attorney Buron Fitts. Homes 
of several other celebs are being 
guarded by men from the district 
attorney's office. 

Case is known of a film player re- 
cently paying a heavy chunk on an 
out-and-out blackmail threat. 

Recent swearing in of picture 
people’s chauffeurs as deputy sher- 
iffs and the granting of gun per- 
mits to others show that the pic- 
ture people have been victims of 
money threats. 


SHOWMEN’S L. AN. Y. 
AIR RECORD ATTEMPTS 


Arthur Loew, Hal Roach and 
William Melniker took off from Los 
Angeles at 3.11 a.m. yesterday 
morning (Monday), in an attempt 
to make the trip to New York 
within one day. They'll try to set 
a new trans-continental record for 
the trip. 

Group is traveling in Roach’'s 
plane and flew out to Hollywood 
last Thursday (16), making the 
trip also in only one day’s flying. 

Capt. Dixon and William Mel- 
necker are piloting. 





Hollywood, June 20. 

Roach will return here to have 
plane conditioned to be taken to 
New York and shipped to Europe 
for himself and Loew to make a trip 
around the world in August. They 
will boat back from Australia and 
expect to make full trip in two and 
a half months. 


Air for Del Rio 


Hollywood, June 20. 

Dolores Del Rio, drawing $2,500 
weekly at Radio, will be dropped 
when her option comes up June 30. 
Boxoffice showing of ‘The Dove,’ 
her first picture, brought no raves 
and it was figured her draw power 
after ‘Bird of Paradise’ wouldn't 
hold for long. 

Actress will probably free lance. 


SALLY STARR’S SPEC 


Will Try Cast Again—Convalescing 
from App. Op. 








Pittsburgh, June 20. 
Sally Star, flicker ingenue, is at 
the home of her parents here re- 
cuperating from a recent appendix 
operation at the Mercy hospital. 
She intends returning to Holly- 
wood on a picture gamble in August. 
No offer in sight, but she’s going out 
and take her chances. 


Studio-Star Amity 


Hollywood, June 20, 
Harry Edington, now managing 
Ann Harding, has smoothed over 
her breach with Radio. 





her on story selection in the future. 


Crosland Off at Fox 


Hollywood, June 29. 
Alan Crosland, 
ture for Fox, now off payroll 








Lita Chaplin’s Chance 
Hollywood, June 26. 
Winnie Sheehan is negotiating 
| with Lita Grey Chaplin for one Fox 
picture, 














Studio now agrees to consult with | 


who made on pic- | 


+ 


COIN SETTLEMENT 





mount Studio — Emanuel 
Cohen Now in Full Charge 


VARIOUS RUMORS 


Hollywood, June 20. 
With B. P. Schulberg officially 
admitted to be out of Paramount 
production, reperts now waver be- 


wyn to move into that studio as 
associate producer with Emanuel 
Cohen, the latter now in full charge. 

There is nothing to really in- 
dicate either Wanger or Goldwyn 
leaving their present film connec- 
tion, but the reports, especially on 
Wanger, are quite weighty. 

Schulberg may produce indepen- 
dently. It is said he has the fi- 
nancial support for such a venture 
from 5S. A. Lynch, the wealthy re- 
tired theatre ©:;;-erator. It is claimed 
here without verification that Schul- 
berg received a settlement of his 
$360,000 salary claim against Para- 
mount for the unexpired term of 
his contract with it until April 1, 
next. That is at the rate of $9,000 
weekly, which has been Schulberg’s 
salary each week for the past year 
and a half, as production head of 
the local Paramount studio, nomi- 
nally under Jesse L. Lasky as the 
company’s general producer. Schul- 
berg’s five-year contract with Par, 
just ended, is said to have started 
at a weekly rate of $6,000, sliding 
up to the $9,000 figure at the com- 
mencement of its fourth year, It’s 
the highest salary paid to any 
studio executive in Hollywood, ex- 
cepting Louis B. Mayer and Irving 
Thalberg, both of Metro, each of 
whom exceeds that weekly figure 
by considerable from accounts, 

Reclaiming Clara Bow 

If indie producing Schulberg 
would like to reclaim Clara Bow, 
his discovery, when she finishes 
with her Sam Rork agreement for 
one picture, and also Sylvia Sid- 
ney, now an important light on Par’s 
playing staff. If producing inde- 
pendently Schulberg may release 
through Paramount or Radio Pic- 
tures. In the past he was often 
mentioned as a prospective general 
producer for Radio, before David 
Selznick received that birth. 

It is stated that Lasky may pro- 
duce as a unit for Paramount un- 
der his present contract with it as 
its general producer, a position now 
virtually held by Cohen. Lasky 
might produce four or more fea- 
tures with a similar number by 
Wanger or Goldwyn if either of 
the latter connect with Par. 

Sam Katz refusing to discuss the 
Schulberg settlement, stated that 
Cohen is in charge and will con- 
tinue with the same staff as Schul- 
berg had also without making any 
radical alterations in production 
plans, 

Chances 

Before leaving New York for the 
Coast Saturday (18) B. P. Schul- 
berg confirmed a cash settlement 
with Paramount had been arrived at 
but declined to name the amount. 
Accompanying the producer west 
is his son, Seymour, just graduated 
from the Deerfield (Mass.) Pre- 
paratory school. 

Walter Wanger, mentioned in the 
above wire, 
of a legal adjustment of an 
breach of contract held by him from 
Paramount. That contract gives 
Wanger the title of general rman- 
|ager of production for Paramount 
it a salary reported at $5,000 
weekly. Wanger has never started 
to work under that agreement for 
Par nor has he withdrawn any sal- 
iry under it. His last engagement 
for Par was at the Long Island 
studios ag its producer under a pre- 
vious agreement, 

Wanger is now associated 





with 





| 
studio, under a special 


with Harry Cohn, 


agreement 
; 


NOT CONFIRMED 


|Reports of Wanger, Gold- | 
wyn and Lasky at Para- | 


tween Walter Veanger or Sam Gold- | 


is now in the throes! 
alleged | 


Columbia Pictures, in its Hollywood | 


president of Co-'! 





Joyce: Selznick Vaude Chents Pay 





Juniors 


Hollywood, 

Enrico Caruso, Jr., 
his film debut 
‘Air Mail.’ 

Arthur Rothafel, 
old son of Roxy, 
at Metro studio. 

Ethel Barrymore's two sons 
made tests at Metro last week. 
Elder, about 22, was tested 
generally. Younger, 18, got a 
one picture test. 


GARBO WON'T SET FILM 
DEAL UNTIL RETURNING 


Hollywood, June 20. 

Having closed no deal with Metro 
for her return, Greta Garbo will 
leave here around July 11 for New 
York, homeward bound for Sweden. 
She will come back to Hollywood 
the middle of September. 

During actress’ absence, Harry 
Edington, her manager, will con- 
duct negotiations with Metro on 
her future contract but nothing will 
be settled until she gets here and 
okays it herself. Miss Garbo is 
particularly exacting on her work- 
ing conditions, and wants the new 
contract to be less flexible to in- 
terpretation by studio execs. She 
is tired of having to pull her ‘I tank 
I go home’ line. 

Miss Garbo will spend a few days 
in New York, sailing around July 
18. She will stay in Sweden a 
month, then hop to Paris and south- 
ern France. 

Possibility the actress may come 
over next time with a quota num- 
ber and apply for American citizen- 
ship. She has been making in- 
quiries of a local Swedish steam- 
ship line agent regarding her ticket 
and fare. 


RADIO’S DIRECTORS 


Importing Elliscu From Broadway— 
Taking on Cukor 


June 20. 
will make 
in Universal's 


24-year- 
is working 

















Hollywood, June 20. 
Edward Elliscu, New York stage 
director, is coming west under a 
Radio contract. 
Radio is also drawing up a term 
contract for George Cukor, former- 
ly at Paramount, 





Judge Douras Is Not 
Att’y in Rubens Matter 


Judge Bernard J. Douras in Hol- 
lywood advises the recent report he 
is attorney for the mother of the 
late Alma Rubens is incorrect. 

The judge has no connection with 
the suit she is bringing against 
‘Photoplay’ for libel against the 
memory of her daughter, he states. 





lumbia. Wanger is in on a trial 
period of six months and holds an 
option to purchase at the end of 
that time, if a mutual agreement 
for Wanger to remain with Colum- 
bia is reached between him and 
Cohn, the Columbia stock formerly 
held by Columbia’s previous presi- 
dent, Joe Brandt, and purchased by 
Cohn. Transfer would be at the 
same price as paid by Cohn. With 
the sale by Brandt to Cohn of the 
block of stock, 
Columbia and Cohn, as the heaviest 
individual stockholder of Columbia, 
made the deal with Wanger. 

The six-month experimental pe- 
riod expires in October, it is said. 
Meanwhile, there is nothing binding 
on either to hold Wanger 
i} the term. 

Sam Goldwyn is at present 
|} part of United Artists. 
| in New York if Goldwyn, 

dependent basis as a producer 
|; some years as he really is 
jpresent with U, A. would leave 
| U.A. just now to go with any com- 
| pany. Goldwyn is making the new 
Eddie Cantor comedy talker, “The 
Kid from Spain,’ at present 
U. A. lot in Hollywood 





side 


a large 


on 


also at 


Brandt retired from | 


on the || 





Commish to Everyone Else but J.&S. 


Hollywood, June 20. 
Joyce & Selznick or- 
vaudeville and personal 
appearance department three 
months ago, all J-S clients who have 
gone east for personals since that 
time have been handled by other 
agents, with J-S left out in the 
cold as to commissiors. Their per- 
sonal appearance end so far non- 
productive. 

Department 


Although 
ganized a 


is operated by Ed- 
ward Myers in New York making 
circuit contacts outside of RKO, 
Latter is handled by the Harry 
Weber office as franchised RKO 
agents. Weber and J-S split com- 
missions on all J-S clients. How- 
ever, in the past three months, 
Weber has placed 11 of them with 
RKO and received his full 5% com- 
mission, claimirg that negotiations 
for the routes were on before his 
deal with J-S was consummated in 
March. Weber works with Walter 
Myers, brother of Edward, who is 
supposed to contact the J-S people 
here and sell them the stage idea, 
So far, in his three months here, 
he has made no individual deals. 

Those sent east for personals by 
Weber are Lupe Velez, Jackie 
Cooper, Tom Moore, Alice Joyce, 
Owen Moore, Irene Rich, Fifi Dor- 
say, Hobart Bosworth, Jack Mul- 
hall, James Kirmwood and Daphne 
Pollard, 

Bookings of Victor McLaglen and 
Charles Judels, both J-S clients, 
were arranged by Leo Morrison, 
Edmund Lowe and Lilyan Tashman 
went east for Lyons & Lyons. 


ONLY FEMME DIRECTOR 
QUITS. OVER PAY SLICE 


Hollywood, June 20. 
Refusing to take a salary slash on 





|the next option period of her con- 


tract, Dorothy Arzner is off Para- 
mount’s contract list. 

She was the industry’s only 
woman director and had been meg- 
ging for four years, having gradu- 
ated from script girl. 

Her last film was ‘Merrily We Go 
to Hell.’ z 





LEGIT GIRL CONNECTS 


Hollywood, June 20. 

Pek Entwistle has been put un- 
der a term contract by Radie 
through William Gill, Her first as- 
signment is ‘Thirteen Women,’ then 
in support of Billie Burke for ‘Bill 
of Divorcement.’ Miss Enthwistle 
made her debut here with Miss 
Burke in ‘Mad Hopes.’ 





INDEX 
Bile vsesivcue 
Burlesque 


‘eer een 


Broadway Legit Reviews 
Chatter 
Editorial coe 
Exploitations ........+.6. 
Film House Rev lews Ss. 
Foreign Film News ees. 
Foreign Show News. .e< 
Inside—Legit ...sccccces 
Inside—Music .. 
Inside—Pictures 
Inside—Radio ee... 
Inside—Vaude .. 


Seer r eee ee eoeeee 


e*e@eere 








It is doubted |} 
an in- | 
for | 


i| 
| 
| 
| 
i 
| 
| 
| 
i 


| 


to | 


Legitimate .ecoes 
Letter List ... 

Literati .. 

Music 

New Acts 

News from the Dailies.,. 
i ee | eer e 
ODICUATT . cccas 
Outdoors 
Out of T 
Pictures 
Picture Re 

Radio 

Radio Re 

Sports ° 
Talking Shorts eo 
Time 
Vaudeville eee 
Vaude House Reviews .. 
Wome Page 


eee eeeeree 


own Ke 


s Square 


n's 











somos 


nomen re iee 


OOO FA et em eR Mea? 














4 VARIETY 


PICTURES 














Fox Films’ Desire to Rid Itself 
Of Brit. and Australian Theatres 
To Bolster Firm as Picture Co. 


ee D + 


With a primary desire to return 
to normalcy as a film producing 
company mostly, Fox Films is pre- 
paring to divest itself of its thea- 


tre holdings abroad in the fullest 
sense. The company is now con- 
sidering possible suit to reclaim the 
original purchase price paid for 


Hoyt’s Australian Circuit. The fig- 
ure is given variously as between 
$2,500,000 and $4,000,000. 

This contemplated action is the 
second to be considered in just this 
way by Fox to shake itself loose 
from foreign theatre entanglements 
made in 1929 and 1930. The first 
action is the now pending suit 
against British Gaumont and the 
Ostrer brothers. 

The B-G suit is to reclaim some 
$20,000,000 (normal exchange or 
4,000,000 pounds), as the. original 
purchase price of a 49% interest in 
the Metropolis & Bradford Trust, 
which is the B-G holding company. 
That’s a 50-50 interest with the 
Ostrers. Lord Lee holds the decid- 
ing 2%. That 49% share refers to 
a half split of only 65% of the M. 
& B. Trust which is involved. 

As in the B-G suit, the basis of 
legal action in t::e Aussie venture 
may be alleged |: Fox to be on the 
same grounds of -nisrepresentation 
in making the o1 ginal deal, The 
matter is being considered for a 
court action any time now. 


Kent May Defer Trip 


In the matter of the Fox suit 
against B-C, the Fox company may 
rest its case entirely on document- 
ary evidence. This evidence is be- 
ing assembled for shipment to Lon- 
don solicitors. The documents are 
both voluminous and revealing. 

Under such a plan of legal action, 
Sidney R. Kent, Fox president, may 
decide not to make that European 
hop to look over B-G, as was re- 
ported contemplated by Kent for 
some time in July. 

Victory in such actions through 
a court decision or by settlement 
would do much to put the Fox com- 
«pany back on its feet from a finan- 
cial standpoint. 

Also, with Fox Films already di- 
vested of operating affiliation with 
its theatres in and around New 
York, shedding of the European 
holdings by Fox, would place the 
company in the analagous position 
which it held just at the rise of 
William Fox’s personal prestige as 
a film magnate. Only the Fox-West 
Coast chain would remain officially 
affiliated with the company. 

The B-G deal was brokered by 
A. C. Blumenthal, Although the 
Hoyt negotiations vere begun under 
William Fox, they were actually 
completed after Harley L. Clarke, 
former utility magnate, rambled into 
the film field. 


FILM WELFARE LEAGUE 
AID NOT RESTRICTED 


Hollywood, June 20. 

Newly incorporated Film Welfare 
League, charitable organization aid- 
ing both stage and serecn people, 
_will shortly conduct a drive for 
funds among Hollywood profession- 
als. Group will care for, among 
others, those which the Motion Pic- 
ture Relief Fund doesn’t aid. Re- 
lief Fund confines its work to pic- 
ture people. 

Film Welfare League is made up 
mostly of wives of film executives. 
Aim is to make it national in scope. 











Premiering ‘Event’ at the 
Pitt. as Bow to Local M.C. 


Pittsburgh, June 20. 

Because it marks the screen debut 
of Dick Powell, who has just closed 
here as WB's m. ec. after three and 
a half years in Pittsburgh, ‘Blessed | 
Event’ will have its first showing 
anywhere at the Stanley here. 
Johnny Harris, WB division man- 
ager in this district, made the 
rangements direct with the Coast | 
and plans a big advance campaign 
for the flicker. 


ably play: here late in July, two 
months prior to its general release 
date. 


On the strength of his showing in 


‘Blessed Event,’ Powell was handed 


a long-termer with 


Sept. lL. 


WB, starting 


ar-| 


Picture will prob- | 





Hollywood, June 20, 
Paramount has secured rights to 
use title of ‘College Humor’ for a 


studio writing staff. 

‘CoNege Humor’ magazine will co- 
operate with the studio in an ad- 
visory capacity in consideration for 
money paid for the title. 








PAR’S NO. 2 DREISER 


Wants ‘Sister Carrie’ — Novelist} 
Tepid Because of ‘Tragedy’ | 
| 


Paramount is flirting for the 
ights to ‘Sister Carrie,’ Theodore | 
Dreiser’s best novel, for Charles 


Laughton and Miriam Hopkins. 

Difficulty is being encountered be- 
cause of Dreiser’s reactions to the 
ilming by Par of his ‘American 
Tragedy.’ 


Joyce's Ignored 
Economy Memo 


Brings 10% Cut 


Hollywood, June 20, 

3urning after getting no response 
to a memorandum he sent his staff 
asking suggestions for methods of 
reducing the office overhead, Frank 
Joyce last week called in the Joyce- 
Selznick employees and informed 
them a 10% cut had been put into 
effect. 

Joyce told the 
he had sent them a memo stating 
that though the business of the of- 
fice was on a par with last year the 
overhead had increased consider- 
ably and he would like suggestions 
to remedy the situation. As he is 
accustomed to sending memos to 
the staff frequently none of them 
paid attention to this message. 

With no response forthcoming 
Joyce conferred with Myron Selznick 
and at first was going to pull a 
20% cut effective in 30 days. But 
after reconsidering the idea and not 
wanting to be drastic, he decided 
to cut 10% and put the slice into 
effect immediately. Employees feel 
another slicing may come before 
the summer is over. 


UA’S 10 BRIT. FILMS; 
‘VIENNA’ FOR U.S. ALSO 


United Artists has bought ‘Good 
Night Vienna’ (British & Dominion) 
musical comedy starring Jack Bu- 
chanan for distribution in the U. 5. 
and Canada. Company at the same 
time closed a deal with G. & D. to 
handle the British company’s prod- 
uct exclusively in Canada. Mini- 
mum of 10 pictures is stipulated. 

Arrangements were concluded be- 
tween the two companies by Hubert 
Marsh, managing director of the 
British company who has been in 
New York for the past month. He 
sailed Friday on the Statendam 
after signing the contracts. 4] 
Lichtman negotiated for U. A. 








assembled group 











Marxes Resume 


Hollywood, June 20. 

Production of ‘Horsefeathers’ re- 
sumed at Paramount on Saturday 
(18). Norman McLeod, its director, 
just got back from six weeks in Eu-|} 
rope. 

Production was held up 10 weeks 
because of the injuries sustained by 
Chico Marx in an auto smash. 





RUSH BENNETT PICTURE 


Hollywood, June 20. 

Next Constance Bennett film at 
Radio moves up two weeks in order 
to allow company to get another 
Bennett story into theatres in a 
hurry. 

Production starts July 11 although 
| yarn is titleless so far. It’s by Adel: a | 
St. John and Wanda Tuchock. 

















L. B., GLEEFUL; J. J., RESTING | 


Holly wood, June 20. 
Louis B. Mayer is back from Chi- | 
| cago where he was delegate at large | 
|from California to the Republican! 
|national convention and all smiles 
because Hoover is renominated. 
| J. J. Murdock also in from New 


lis about $250,000. 


| ately 


REFINANCING 


THE ROXY TO 
KEEP OPEN 


Future of the Roxy, New York, 
hinges on the outcome of a hearing 
to be held tomorrow (22) afternoon 
in the Federal Court, New York. 
Matter of issuing receivers’ certifi- 
cates to help the house refinance 
comes up then. Amount requested 
Another action to 
be heard in connection with the 
toxy is the matter of a foreclosure 
uit which has been brought by 
holders of the first mortgage of 
some $3,600,000. 

Indications are that the equity 
receivership under which Attorney 
Harry G. Kosch is in control of the 
house, and which last week was 
made permanent by the court may 
be consolidated with the foreclosure 
action. In such event Kosch may 
be receiver on both. Creditors al- 
ready have attested to Kosch’s fit- 
ness, 

This may offset the possibility 
that the house will be sold or closed 
over Kosch’s head. Although there 
have been persistent reports that 
the Roxy would shut down immedi- 
for a variously estimated 
period of from one to three weeks, 
such plans have been estopped tem- 
porarily. Certain product has been 
assured the house for at least the 
next four weeks, according to re- 

(Continued on page 41) 


CHINESE STORY CYCLE 
AN ORIENTAL HARVEST 


Hollywood, June 20. 

Recent war in Shanghai and its 
resultant cycle of Chinese pictures 
has put more than $200,000 into tne 
coffers of local Chinatown. 

Tom Gubbins, the so-called Cau- 
causian ‘mayor of Chinatown,’ who 
is contact between the studios and 
the Orientals for extra work, says 
that so far this year more than 30,- 
000 days’ work has gone to the local 
Chinese, 

Celestial extras are paid from $5 
up, with $7.50 a day the average and 
fancier prices for chop suey waiters 
who are worthy of bits. 

Fortunate feature of the cycle for 
the Chinese supers is that all pic- 
tures made have had war back- 
ground and call for heavy mobs, un- 
like the present tendency of Occi- 
dental pictures to cut down the 
crowd. 

With ‘Bitter Tea of General Yen’ 
coming up at Columbia, and ‘Good 
Earth’ at Metro, the end of this 
good era is not in sight. 


Sue Fox for $380,750 
Over Grandeur Cameras 


Hollywood, June 20. 

Mitchell Camera Co. has filed suit 
in Superior Court against Fox 
Films for $380,750 claimed due on 
55 Grandeur (70 mm.) cameras or- 
dered but not accepted. 

Suit states Fox ordered 10 Gran- 
deurs in June of 1929 for $85,000 
and paid $42,500 for five cameras on 
account, then ordered another 50 
cameras th°t Jvly but refused to 
accept those and the other five, 




















Shilling Star Again 


Hollywood, June 20. 
Margaret Shilling, former Pathe 
star, has been contracted to star in 
six pictures by M. H. Hoffman of 
| Allied. First will go into produc- 
tion in August. 
Deal was made by John Lancaster 


MAYO FOR BANKHEAD 


Hollywood, June 20, 

On loan to Paramount from War 
ners, Archie Mayo will probably di- 
rect the next Tallulah Bankhead 





| picture, 


Mayo postponed a trip to Europe | 


| York to spend his first summer here [to fill the assignment. 


Par Gets ‘College Humor’ 
Title for an Original 


college story, to be created by the 





PAY DAY’S LURE 


Nordlinger oid “Shadur Quit Agen 
cies for Jobs 


Hollywood, June 20. 

Couple of former agents who 
couldn’t buck the tough compctition 
in talent selling are now back work- 
ing at Universal in minor pocitions 
Victor Nordlinger is as assistant di- 
rector and Arthur Shadur an elec- 
trician. 


Nordlinger had formerly been 
casting cirector at Universal, be- 


coming an agent after leaving the 
lot. Shadur was former business 
manager on the lot. 


Publix’s Minn. 
Gross Spurt May 
Help Other Keys 


Minneapolis, June 20. 
In the first week after the closing 
of the 4,200-seat Minnesota theatre, 
the State theatre, with ‘As You 
Desire Me’ as its attraction, grossed 
sufficient to not only absorb the 
$2,200 a week Minnesota rental 
charge, but also the $500 a week 
Century theatre rental charge, and, 
in addition, show a nice profit for 
itself. The 1,800-seat Century, like 
the Minnesota, is dark. All the- 
atres mentioned are Publix houses. 
Prior to the Minnesota's closing, 
the State had been going along ata 
losing pace. Its gross jumped from 
around $5,000 to almost $14,000 im- 
mediately after the Minnesota 
closed. The house offers no stage 
entertainment and its ‘nut’ is under 
$7,000 weekly. The profit with ‘As 
You Desire Me’ was over $5,000. 
The house also is doing well with 
‘Huddle’ this week. 
If the State can go along and earn 
sufficient on its low operating cost 
to cover the Minnesota and Cen- 
tury charges, Publix will have 
solved its most difficult problem as 
far as this territory is concerned. 
The remedy here may be the way 
out for Publix throughout the coun- 
try. Theatres with abnormally high 
operating costs could be kept closed 
indefinitely, 
Paradoxically, the RKO Orpheum 
had one of its worst weeks ever 
immediately after the Minnesota 
closing, attributed, however, mostly 
to the weakness of its attractions. 
This week, with ‘Westward Pas- 
sage,’ the house has experienced a 
decided pick-up in gross. 


NO M-G-M NATIONAL 
SALES MEET THIS YEAR 


Culver Cty, June 29, 

For the first time in the history 
of the organization, M-G-M will 
not hold a national sales conven- 
tion this year, but instead will 
stage regional sales meets in east, 
west, south and northern cities yet 
to be selected. 

The company’s conventions in the 
past have been held usually in May, 
but this year uncertainty of what 
the ’32-'33 program will consist of 
has held the sales meetings up un- 
til late next month. 


Radio ‘Headliners’ 


Hollywood, June 20, 

Radio will revive its ‘Headline’ 
series of shorts, although previously 
deciding to drop them for another 
series. 

As in the case of the six made 
last year they will use a stage name 
at top of each. 




















LEWIS’ EASTERN WORK 


Hollywood, June 20. 
Al Lewis is en route to New York 
|} to work under Richard Rowland for 
Fox. He will engage directors and 
|contact dramatists with unproduced 
plays. 











| 
RESUME FILM DISCOUNT 
Hollywood, June 20. 
Bank of America and California 
Bank are ag 
4money after a long layoff. 


ain discounting ween 
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Skinny Pryor Tells Exch. Why 
He Can't Pay for Film Rentals 


+ 





Hard luck stories are no novelty 
to film exchanges. The man bites 
the dog when some exhib loses his 
perspective on adjustments and falls 
into a Pollyanna. I-ven in the good 
old days it took a lot to joy up an 
exhib to the point of admitting to 


an exchange manager that he had 
any black ink in‘his office. 

It’s all tears and sorrow these 
days. The manager would be 
amazed to get anything else. It is 
only now and then there is any 


break in the procession of hard luck 
stories, and then it’s only a tale of 
harder luck. 

But there was something about 
the plaint of R. S. Pryor, sent to 
the Columbia Pictures exchange, 
that caused them to send it along 
to the home office. Pryor conducts 
a house known as Skinny’s tkhcatre 


in Austin, Tex., capitalizing his per« 
sonality with the home folks. That 
slant largely explains the persone 


ality that can find a humorous angle 
on what most* exhibs do not find 
funny at all. Pryor wrote: 
Columbia Pictures, 

Dallas. 

I wish to inform you that the 
present shattered condition of my 
bank account makes it impossible 
for me to send you my check in 
full in response to your request. 
My present financial condition is 
due to the effect of the Federal 
laws, State laws, county laws, 
Incorporation laws, by - laws, 
brother-in-laws, mother-in-'aws, 
and outlaws that have been foisted 

(Continued on page 60) 


NEW MGM-COSMO DEAL 
MAY SAVE $300,000 


Holiywood, June 20, 

State Corporation Commissioner 
has granted permission to Cosmos 
politan Pictures, Ltd., to issudé 
5,000 shares in commen stock, no 
par value, for sale. Jfarion Dous- 
ras (Davies), E. B. Hatrick, A. T, 
Sokolow and C. B. Stratton were thd 
petitioners. 

Understood reason for this is new 
deal whereby all Cosm>politan pics- 
tures, including the Marion Davies 
pictures, will be lumped together on 
production of cost and profit. Here 
tofore the four Cosmopolitans were 
separate deal with one Davies be- 
ing a Metro and latter having td 
carry the losses of Miss Davies? 
films. 

Metro figures a saving of around 
$300,000 on the new ceal. Idea is 
that though Davies picture should 
lose the studio will get a profit from 
the Cosmopolitan output as a wholes 


Harris Shouldn’t Worry 
About ‘Lifetime,’ Says Jr. 


Hollywood, June 20. 

Carl Laemmle, Jr., is a bit het 
up over the report that Sam Harris 
sent Robert Sinclair here to see 
that the satire is kept in ‘Once in a 
Lifetime.’ 

Laemmle says the story appears 
ing in the New York ‘Times’ that 
he was going to eliminate the 
satire background of the stage play 
from the picture was slightly askew, 
and that he wrote the editor of the 
‘Times’ to this effect and the letter 
was printed in their June 12 Issue, 

Laemmle said he is going to 
make the screen version almost ex< 
actly like the play, that George Ss. 
Kaufman likes the script and as far 
as the industry is concerned he felt 
it would take no offense to thé 
satire, 




















‘Crusoe’ in N. Y. Soon 


Hollywood, June 20. 

Douglas Fairbanks is readying 
‘Robinson Crusoe of the South Seas’ 
for summer release in New York. 
Upon completion of run there, pic- 
ture will be open for general re- 
lease. 7 

Picture will be ready within six 
weeks, 


Roadshow ‘Back Street’ 


Universal City, June 20. 
Universal's sales department plans 
to roadshow ‘Back Street’ in key 
cities, opening in New York some 
time next month. 
Picture features Irene Dunne and 
John Boles, 
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NAT'L THEATRE ADY. CUT 50% 





Mayfair's Striking 


Ballyhoo 


Stirs City Dept. on ‘Violation 


It was settled yesterday (20) that 
the Radio Pictures striking bally- 
hoo for the Frank Buck animal pic- 
ture, ‘Bring "Em Back Alive’ would 
be permitted to decorate the mar- 
quee of the Mayfair at 7th avenue 
and 47th street, New York. The 
Department of Buildings had sent 
‘word to RKO Friday, the day the 
‘picture and display opened, that the 
papier mache animal exhibit atop 
the marquee was in violation of the 
city’s ordinances. The matter was 
turned over by RKO to Senator J. 
Henry Walters, attached to its staff, 
to. look after. . 

The Mayfair’s ballyhoo is ad- 
mitted to be about the best thing 
of its sort ever put over in or about 
a theatre on Broadway. The affair 
cost $4,500 to make, with the maker 
of the dinosaur in a recent Carroll 
musical, having made the Mayfair's 
movable animals on the marquee. 
A crowd continuously gathered at 
either corner of the intersection 
over the weekend watching the free 
display and the slight movements of 
the papiered animals against the 
painted forest setting. The exhibit 
runs the entire length of the 7th 
avenue front on the marquee and 
again around the corner on its short 
47th street side. 

‘Barnum-Bailey Pictures’ 

While the Buck picture started off 
Jike a record maker at the Mayfair 
and almost breaking the attend- 
ance high there the first day, ‘held 
by ‘Frankenstein,’ it seemed agreed 
that the marquee portion was no 
_mean end of the draw. Up to Sun- 
day it looked as. though the Buck 
film with its python-tiger fight as 


the big kick might remain three} 
weeks at the Mayfair, with not even | 


a second week picture at that house 
in a long while. 

Circusing and _ ballyhooing an 
‘RKO picture in the extreme show- 
manly manner evident currently at 
the Mayfair are apparently against 
the tenets of RKO publicity as re- 
cently made known by the RKO or- 
ganization. Of late the RKO ex- 
ploitation seemed to want to keep 
away from ‘circusy’ promotion in 
advertising copy or exploitation 
method, although Sid Kent made 
about his biggest point in his Bev- 
erly Hills talk to producers in April 
when he said, ‘Now is the time to 
Barnum-Bailey your pictures. Give 
them ballyhoo and plenty of it, 
everywhere.’ 


TIFFANY NOW K-B-S 
WITH NEW FINANCES 


Hollywood, June 20. 

New financial setup of Tiffany 
with changed executive lineup is 
being worked up in New York by 
Furt Kelly. Company will be called 
K-B-S, representing Kelly, Sam 
Bischoff and William Saal 

Kelly returns here today (Mon- 
day) with most of the details ironed 
out. Bischoff, Tiffany production 
head, will have same duties, Saal 
will continue on the sales end. 

Earl Hammons, chairman of the 
executive committee of World Wide, 
will be K-B-S's president, Bischoff, 
v.p., and Kelly treasurer. L. A. 
Young will have no active part in 
the new organization. 

K-B-S will continue the Tiffany 
program of 12 releasing through 
World Wide. 


Blackton Coming Back 
With 2-Reel ‘Memories’ 











Hollywood, June 20. 
Stuart Blackton, pioneer. pro- 
ducer, inactive in pictures for the 


past three 
series of tw 


years, will produce a 
o reelers titicd ‘Screen 
Memories.’ Blackton will use nega- 
tive of old-time pictures he pro- 
duced 20 years ago. Lecture 
dubbed in. 

William 3arr, local real 
man, is behind the venture. 
lease set. 


No re- 


will be ; 3 
estate 


4 With him is Mrs. Zanuck. 





MORMONS’ S. A. 


Utah Church prweree 
Ward Houses 


‘Pinks’ in| 


Salt Lake City, June 20. 

Local theatre operators did a nip- 
up when they got a load of the first 
advertising matter, heralds and 
posters of’ the picture shows being 
staged by the Mormom Church at 
18 of its ward houses here. Ad- 
vertising matter stressed the sex 
angle of the first feature, ‘Man a 
Possession.’ 





to give them a battle, but didn’t} 
expect the Mormons to feature s.a. 
in their art and catch lines. 
Running talkers at the Ward 
houses has cut in heavily on loc: ul | 
theatre business. Church is selling | 
the shows at l5c, playing pictures | 
shortly after they have cleared the 
first runs, with instructions to fol- | 
iowers to wait until the yeceeres | 
play the church’s community oen- 
ters before seci 
Publix and RKO managers have | 
protested to the various exchanges 
against selling pictures to the 
church, but have had no results. 


Skouras Holding 
F-WC Operation; 
Clip Off $85.000 


Los Angéles, June 20. 

With weekly operating expenses 
clipped between $85,000 and $90,000, 
over a period of a little more than 
three months, Skouras Bros. will 
not relinquish operation of Fox- 
West Coast theatres, according to 
Charles Skouras, operating head. 
Skouras is preparing for another 
swing around to note the changes 
that have been worked under his 
regime. 

During the last two months there 
have been some 45 ‘resignations’ of 
managers and higher execs, Skou- 
ras stated, but most of these 
men have eliminated themselves. 
Every opportunity has been given 
house managers and their imme- 
diate superiors to make good, and 
where results have been nil the 
men have been given the oppor- 
tunity to step out for others be- 
lieved better qualified. 


Joe Plunkett Recognizes 
Only Aylesworth’s Orders 


Joe Plunkett has raised another 
issue in show business in RKO 
through taking the position that he 
is subject to no one in that organ- 
ization excepting M. H. Aylesworth, 
its president. Plunkett made the 
point when receiving notice through 
the RKO theatre operating depart- 
ment that his services would not 
be required after July 9. 

Refusing to recognize 
missal order, and not admitting | 
whether he will accept any sum- | 
mary dismissal, Plunkett is waiting | 
the return of Aylesworth from the 
Coast. The RKO president is due 
in New York today (Tuesday). 
Plunkett is at present one-ef the 
'RKO vice-presidents. Formerly he 
,; was a vice-president in charge of 
theatre operation. Plunkett had 
operated the RKO theatre chain 
since it started and until recently 
when Harold B. Franklin assumed 
| charge of the operating depart- 
| ment. 








the dis- | 





ZANUCK BACK 


Darryl Zanuck, production 
ger for Warner Brothers, 
| New York on the 
(Tuesday) after a 
European trip. 





man- 
gets in 
jtremen today 
two months’ 


ng them. | 





| with his family, 


WAY HOUSES 
T BUT LITTLE 





|Main St. De Luxers Agree | 
It Pays to Adv. Big, Re- | 


gardless—Publix Nation- 


ally Down to $120,000 as | 


Against $200,000 — Re- 
trenchments on _ Lesser 
Adv. with Posters, Cards, 
Etc., Ruled Out 


Theatre men expected the chure I ‘RELATIVE AD BUDGETS 


While advertising by theatres 
throughout the country has de- 
|clined nearly 50% within the past 
two years, on Broadway where first 
run showings are of national im- 
portance, the cut has been negligi- 
ble. The Capitol and Mayfair have 
not cut their budgets, while the 
Publix trio, Paramount, Rivoli and 
Rialto, are averaging only slightly 


lless than two years back. 


Much of the small decline in the 
big New York runs and first runs 
is checked to minor economies and 
less participation on advertising by 
distributors, especially when that 
distrib’s picture is in a house not 
affiliated with it. 

The Roxy, from a weekly average 
of around $10,000 at the height of 
the Rothafel regime, has pared the 
most on advertising its shows, com- 
ing down to between $5,000 and $7,- 
500 as a weekly average. Decrease 
by that house has been in accor.- 
ance with its greatly lowered gross 
average, and through an attempt 
to economize. Warner Bros. have 
also cut down considerably for the 
Strand and Winter Garden, once 
geared quite high. 

Operators of the other theatres 
on the big street are in accord on 
the theory that to seridusly cut the 
advance and the current advertis- 
ing appropriations is folly. 

Throughout the country advertis- 
ing and exploitation on advance and 
runs is now between 40 and 50% 
less than a couple years ago. The 
Publix chain alone, with its drastic 
economy measures, is presently 
spending an average of $120,000 a 
week as against over $200,000 previ- 
ously. 

Other Retrenchments 


Much retrenchment on advertis- 
ing of pictures has been cut 
through elimination of billboards, 
throwaways, ballyhoos, art cards 
and special posters, the reduction 
in the use of this material being 
about 75% since good times. 

Accessories from film exchanges 
have also been trimmed, with drop 
on that approximating 50%. 

Posters, window cards, etc., from 
the exchanges, along with 24 sheets 
for billboards are rapidly being con- 
sidered obsolete as a week-in- 
week-out proposition, operators 
pointing out that this is okay for 
circuses coming in and getting out 
fast but where a theatre must oper- 
ate 52 weeks a year, it isn’t. 

Changing conditions have also 


| figured in making outdoor advertis- 


ing an archaic proposition. 
locations are becoming fewer and 
fewer. At the same time transpor- 
tation has speeded up to the point 
where most advertising on  bill- 
boards can’t be absorbed by the ma- 
jority. 
As a result, newspapers 
(Continued on page 29) 


A. J. Balaban’s Visit 
Revives Return Talk ' 


June 20. 


Ideal 


and 


Chicago, 


A.J. Balaban is due here this week | 


after docking in N. Y. on the ‘Bre- 
men’ from a European stay. Bala- 


| ban’s visit again started talk of his 


returning to show business, 
being discounted 
brothers and friends. 
A. J. will probably hang around 
town for a couple of weeks, visiting 
just as he 


but is 
here by his 


year ago, and 


did a. 
| then go back to his. 
abode in Switzerland. 








Morsality Service 


Another worry has been 
heaped on the Hays office head. 
Woman writes in from the 
middle west asking for advice 
on birth control. 
—From Variety's 
Hollywood Bulletin. 


15 Stars for 52 
Features at M-G; 
Haines, Gable Up 














Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer will have 
: stars in its production lineup of 
features next season. William 

++ Reina who was dropped last year 
from the group, has been reinstated. 
Exhibitors checkup by sales depart- 
ment is said to have warranted this. 
Clarke Gable has also been added to 
the star group, as have the Barry- 








mores 1, John and Ethel. 
Prominent by her absence from 
the list is Greta Garbo, but it is 


understood that a gap has been left 
in the program in case she returns 
to the fold. 

Other stars for the year besides 
the above mentioned are Norma 
Shearer, Joan Crawford, Jackie 
Cooper, Marie Dressler, John Gil- 
bert, Marion Davies, Buster Keaton, 
Ramon Novarro, Robert Mont- 
gomery. 

Solo and Group 

Stars are expected to appear in 
two to three solo productions, with 
the rest of their time, if used, to be 
absorbed in co-starring pictures 
with each other and supported by 
outstanding feature players. Com- 
pany will probably try a stunt simi- 
lar to the one used for ‘Grand 
Hotel’ by grouping four and five in 
a couple of releases during the 
year. 

Exceptions of John Ford, engaged 
for one picture, and Raoul Walsh, 
who is to do ‘Bugle Sounds’ after it 
has been in the hands of several di- 
rectors, the megaphoning group will 
be the same as last year. Most of 
these have been on the payroll from 
two to eight years. They include 
Harry Beaumont, Charles Brabin, 
Clarence grown, Tod Browning, 
Jack Conway, George Fitzmaurice, 
George Hill, Edmund Goulding, 
Robert Z. Leonard, Harry Pollard, 
Chuck Riesner, Edward Sedgwick, 
Edgar Selwyn, W. S. Van Dyke and 
Sam Wood. 


WB’S SINGLE PICTURE 
CONTRACTS FOR AUG. 1 


Hollywood, June 20. 
Warner casting office is writing 
player contracts to begin August 1 
for single picture engazements. 
Shutdown goes into effect July 1. 
Department heads have been in- 
structed to pick up all passes, 
badges and keys issued to employees 
in preparation for the closing. 





National studios 
(24) a*week 
having finished 
‘They Call It 


Warner-First 
are closing this Friday 
ahead of schedule, 
‘Three on a Match,’ 
Sin’ and ‘Revolt,’ by that time. 

Puts Warners 20 features ahead, 
represents i-vestment of $5,000,000 

ind takes care of program until late 
De cember. 


| Ps 
| Hays Presides 


i Holly wood, 





June 20 


Will Hays will preside over the 
| semi-annual mecting of the Motion 
Picture Producers Ass'n, 

Meeting is called for Wednesday 
* (22). 





AMA. Demands Exclusive Producer 


Privileges for Members vs. Indies 


+ 


Holly wood, June 20 


Negotiations between the pro- 


ducers and the Artists Managers’ 
Association have gone haywire. 
Independent agents declare that 
any agreement producers have to 
make with agents should be dis- 
cussed with a committee repre- 


senting the entire group of licensed 
agents, while the A. M. A., with 
whom the employers have been try- 
ing to work out a deal, demand that 
it be confined to their organization. 

Edwin Loeb, attorney for the 
producers, has been handling the 
negotiations. Indications are that 
no pact will come through until a 
truce has been established between > 
A. M. A. and the independents, the 
latter representing two-thirds of 
those licensed by the state. 

Silton’s Revelation 

In a statement to a ‘Variety’ re- 
porter, Eddie Silton one of the A, 
M. A. committee members, said that 
his body controlled almost 75% of 
the actors needed by producers and 
that when the code is drawn any 
agents outside of that organization 
had better join if they want to do 
business with the studios. He add- 
ed: ‘The time will come when 
they will have to if they want to 
continue operation.’ 

Independent agents have  in- 
formed Loeb they feel they should 
be consulted in any agreement 

(Continued on page 41) 


WARNER'S $24,000 
WESTERN FILM 








Hollywood, June 20. 

Costing only $24,000, first of al 
series of westerns produced by Sid 
Rogell for Warners, is reported ex- 
cellent. Will be placed in the reg- 
ular program. Titled ‘Ride ‘Em 
Cowboy’ and stars John Wayne, 
Fred Allen directed. 

Full length feature cost is about 
what Warners spends to produce a 
two-reel short. 


LOEW’S LOWEST DELUXE 
SCALE IN EAST IS 40c 


Loew's first major admission slice 
in the east for any of its deluxe 
presentation houses is at the Val- 
encia, Jamaica, L. L, which plays 
Metro first runs along with Loew 
stage shows. House Friday (17) 
dropped from a 60 cent top weeke 
days to 40 cents and from 75 cents 
to 60 cents Saturday nights and 
Sundays. 

These figures place the Valencia 
at the lowest scale among deluxe 
stage show houses anywhere in the 
east. 

The new scale of prices brings 
week-day mats down to 25 cents 
up to one o'clock, with the nick 
35 cents to five p. m 

Loew's als= has reduced the scale 
at its Hillside, Jamaica, to a 25 
cent top week-days and a 35 cent 
high Sundays. 








‘Aylesworth Goes East 


After Studio Onceover 


Hollywood, June 20. 
M. H. Aylesworth, after eight days 
on the coast, during which he vis- 


ited San Francisco to investigate 
some radio matters, returned to 
New York, Friday, arriving there 
Tuesday (21). 

On his way here he had an alle 

ifternoon session with radio eke 
ecutives, and made a complete ine 
| spection of the studio. Not being 
familiar with the general studio 
personnel, he had no comment to 
make before his departure. 

Aylesworth stated that B. B. 
Kahane will remain here until 


{ September. 
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Fox Must Submit to Senate Probe 


Into Stock Deals, Secret Profits 


—__———— 


William Fox’s plea to be released 
from subpoena was refused yester- 
day (Monday) by the senate com- 
stock market 


mittee investigating 
dealings. He was, however, allowed 
to go to New York from Washing- 
ten to recuperate. 

Late last week 


it was expected 


the committee would not insist on 
examination, if he proved willing to 
let testimony given about his sup- 
posed manipulation of Fox stock 


stand uncontradicted. 

Senators’ refusal to release him 
yesterday makes it evident he will 
be questioned. 

Fox, Ill, Excused 

Fox was summoned for Thurs- 
‘day, (16) but was certified as ili 
in his hotel and excused, a physi- 
cian testifying that he was suffer- 
ing from a diabetic condition. In 
his absence, William A. Gray, Ccoun- 
sel to the Senate committee, out- 
lined the case involving the film 
magnate, principal allegations be- 
ing that he (Fox) had manipulated 
Fox Film and Fox Théatres stocks 
‘while he was still in command of 
the property, operating both on the 
long and short sides and in asso- 


ciation with various Wall strect 
brokers and financial powers, in- 
cluding M. J. Meehan and John J: 
Raskob. 

Friday’s session was taken up 
with these revelations and on 


Saturday P. J. Higgins’, partner in 
the Meehan firm, was put on the 
‘witnéss stand. One of the dis- 
closures during this session Was 
that Fox had profited from a bear 
pool in Fox Film which made more 
than $400,000. Higgins admitted 
that a check for $322,960 was made 
out by the Meehan firm to his (Hig- 
gins’) order and endorsed over to 
Fox, purpose being, Higgins testi- 
fied, to conceal from the Meehan 
clerks and the public the fact that 
Fox had profited from being short 
his own. shares. 

Another witness, Bradford Ells- 
worth, independent operator, told 
the Senators he had paid $24,000 to 
various newspaper financial writers 
for publicity, object being to ‘get 
Fox stock before, the public.’ Gray 
tried to make the witness admit 
that publicity was -to be used in 
manipulation, but Ellsworth per- 
sisted that ‘We thought the stock 
was worth 60 and it was selling at 
30.’ 

’ Another Pool 


Counsel said another pool opera- 
tion in 1929 through Meehan netted 
$1,937,762. Basis of this campaign 
was an option for 50,000 shares of 
Fox Theatres obtained from the 
company by Fox and turned over to 
Meehan. The investigation showed 
a short account with Meehan total- 
ling 410,000 shares, Gray asserted. 
~Gray stated also that when the 
Stock Exchange published statis- 
tics of the short account last spring 
the investigators had traced a heavy 
short account to Fox in Fox stock. 

In November, 1929 (following the 
crash), counsel declared, Fox had 
caused the company’s directors to 
adopt a resolution approving of his 
dealings in Fox Film, and taking off 
-his hands 210,000 shares of Fox 
Film at an average price of $29, 
although the market for the shares 
at that time was between 13 and 
14, Gray charged the transaction 
cost the company $6,153,774 and en- 
tailed a loss to the company of 
more than $3,000,000. 

Counsel at this point charged that 
fn at least six instances losses sus- 
tained in trading in Fox Film stock 
had been borne by Fox Theatres, 


but that Mr. Fox took credit for 
the same losses in making out his 


personal tax return. The account- 


ant who figured Fox’s tax will be 


subpoenaed, it was announced, An- 


nouncement also was made that 


officials of Fox, Loew, General The- 
atres would be questioned in rela- 
tion to the Fox matter. 

Summon Specialist 


Byam K. Stevens, of Stevens & 
Legg, specialists in Fox Film, was 
called on to explain a gratuity of 
He said 
the firm had participated in a syn- 
dicate working in the stock and 
the $10,000 was in return for their 
services in maintaining an orderly 
By orderly 
market he said he meat seeing to 
it that there never was a movement 
of more than a quarter between 


$10,000 paid to the firm. 


market in the issue, 


trades. 


Enlarging on his previous state- 
mrent that Fox had something like 
22 trading accounts in his own and 
counsel declared he 


other names, 





MASCOT VS. LEWIS 





Injunction Suit 





Mascot Pictures 





| Lewis unlawfully obtained a copy | 
| of Mascot’s picture, ‘King of the} 
| Kongo,’ and is trying to sell it as 
ihis own. Complaint charges that 
| Lewis: is doing business as 


American Trading Association. 

20-reeler, is owned entirely by the 
plaintiff 
had advertising circulars printed 
and made offers to exhibitors in 
Hawaii to buy the picture from him. 





) 


‘Sound on Half-Width . 
Film Saves Studios 
Half Million Yearly 


Hollywood, June 20. 

Saving in film expected to total 

$500,000 for the industry -in a year 
will be effected on most of the 
major lots through use of the new 
17.50 millimeter film in making 
separate sound tracks. This new 
film, one-half the size of the regu- 
lar, is now ready for distribution by 
Eastman, Du Pont and Agfa. 
Narrow width film-is for studio 
use only. Recording equipment and 
other studio machinery will have 
to be slightly changed to handle the 
new film. ERPI and RCA have al- 
ready given permission to make the 
minor changes, which will require 
just a smal] financial layout. 
Studio practice has sound track 
on a separate negative. Track oc- 
cupied just an edge of the film with 
the rest being wasted. Metro wes 
first to attempt a saving by cutting 
through the center of its regular 
35 millimeter film. This was first 
tried on ‘As You Desire Me.’ 
Paramount is now arranging to 
use both negative and positive film 
in the narrow width, which comes 
perforated on both sides, 
Other studios are still experi- 
menting since, if the sound track 
should buckle or go haywire in 
other ways the takes are ruined and 
must be re-made. 

Present one-cent per foot cost of 
35 mm. film to studios will be re- 
duced a little less than 50%. Price 
will be set later and after more ex- 
perimenting. 


N.Y. STRAND MAY BE WB 
ACE B’WAY RUN HOUSE 


Warner Bros. is preparing to 
switch its playing policy for New 
York, giving the A product to the 
Strand and turning the Winter Gar- 
den into a weekly change. 

‘Winner Take All’ (Cagney), cur- 
rent at the Strand, is the first un- 
der the reversal in policy. It’s be- 
ing placed to test the Strand, where 
it will stay as long as pulling busi- 
ness. 

The Garden, if intentions carry, 
goes weekly change on termination 
of current run of ‘Dark Horse.’ 


LEGIT TO HACIENDA 


Hollywood, June 20. 

John Preston, Who was starred 
with the Provincetown players, will 
be featured in a-series of outdoor 
pictures to be made by John J. Mc- 
Carthy. 

Pictures will be made at a ha- 
cienda near San Diego. 


WARNER BOYS EAST 


Hollywood, June 20. 
Fastbound Tuesday night (21), at 
clore of Warners’ western sales 
convention, are Albert Warner, 
Charles Einfeld, Norman Moray, 
Gradwell Sears and Joseph Bern- 
hard, 




















had found evidence of ‘wash sales’ 
in connection with one of the pools, 
this time a bull operation in 1928 
from August to October. Ellsworth 
denied sales were ‘washed,’ although 
he did admit that on the same day 
one member of the pool would buy 
through one account and another 
account would place an order to 
sell. Gray wanted to know how it 
happened that on some days eales 
up to 75,000 shares went through 
at the same price. Ellsworth at- 
tributed activity to floor traders. 





Wrongful Foreign Rights Alleged in| 


is suing to en- | 
join Philip Lewis on the charge that | 


the | 
Mascot sets forth that ‘Kongo,’ a | 


and that Lewis allegedly | 





‘1st Runs on Broadway 
(Subject to Change) 





Week of June 24 


Paramount—‘The Man from 
Yesterday’ (Par). 

Capitol—'New Morals 
Old’ (Metro). 

Rivoli— ‘Doomed Pattalion’ 
(U) (8rd week), 

Strand—‘Winner Take All’ 
|] (WB) (2nd week). 
Mayfair—‘Bring ’Em Back 
Alive’ (Radio) (2nd week). 
(U) 


for 





| Rialto—'Scarface’ (6th 
week). 

Winter Garden—‘Dark Horse’ 
(FN) (3rd week). 


Week. July 1 


Paramount—'‘ Make Me a Star’ 
(Par), 

Capitol—‘Red Headed Wom- 
an’ (Metro). 

Rivoli — ‘Aren’t 
(Par) (30). 

Strand—‘Miss Pinkerton’ 
(WB). 

Mayfair—Bring ’Em Back 
Alive’ (Radio) (3rd week). 

Rialto—‘Scarface’ (UA) (7th 
week). 


We All? 





$2 Pictures 


‘Grand Hotel (Metro) 
tor) (11th week). 


(As- 





Foreign Films 
‘Kongress Tanzt’ (Ufa) (Ger- 
man) (Little Carnegie) (2nd 
week). 
‘Hura, 
berg) (German) 
(20). 
‘Schubert’s Fruehlingstraum’ 
(Osweld) (German) (Europa) 
(21). 


Ein Junge’ (Kreutz- 
Hindenberg) 











Wide-Open Columbus 
Collected $500,000 for 
Its IATSE Warmth 


Columbus, June 20. 
With the recent biennial IATSE 
convention held here adjourned 
only 10 days, officials of the local 
committee have already been in- 
formed that Columbus is scheduled 
to get the next session as well. Put- 
ting the town on a wide open basis 
and treating each delegate like a 
foreign prince is believed to have 


caused the decision. 

This town knew what it was doing 
in entertaining as it did, it being an- 
nounced last week that the dele- 
gates’ party, here for the week, 
had left almost $500,000 here. That 








is top spending for any convention 
locally in more than a year. 


PUBLIX-ARTHUR N. E. 
POOL SET FOR JULY 1 


New Haven, June 20. 

Deal whereby Harry Arthur takes 
over operation of the Publix houses 
here and in Hartford, Springfield 
and Worcester is set for July 8th. 
Arthur takes control July 1, 

Agreement was held up because 
of a question of distribution of 
Paramount product. 

No word definitely as to how 
Arthur will operate locally as he is 
‘currently at odds with union stage 
and booth men, 

Talk of dropping stage shows 
from the Par. sole local presenta- 
tion house, 


Frank Fay’s ‘Fools’ 
Hollywood, June 20. 

Sam Berkowitz is en route to 
New York with a print of ‘Fools 
Advise.’ Frank Fay starred in, pro- 
duced and ‘directed picture. 

It will be offered as a_ state 
rights’ proposition. 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Frank Bruner. 

Sidney R. Kent. 

Sam Berkowitz. 

Joe Nolan. 

Sam Krulberg. 

Sidney Howard. 

Mr. and Mrs. Alan Dwan. 
M. H. Aylesworth. 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Frank Orsatti. . 
Sylvia Sidney. 

Mae West. 

Walter Hart. 

Mrs. Edward G. Robinson. 
Dave Epstein 
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weekly ‘Variety.’ 


department, 


Bz! 


Briefly rewritten extracts from ‘Variety's’ Hollywood Bulletin, printed 
each Friday in Hollywood, and placed as a wrapper upon the regular 


The Bulletin does not circulate other than on the Pacific Slope. 
News from the Dailies in Los Angeles will be found in that customar# 





Capital punishment story is off 


and J. G. Bachman is looking for 
another crime plot for his first pic- 
ture for Radio release, 


‘Last Frontier’ Leads 
Creighton Chaney and Dorothy 
Gulliver are leads in ‘The Last 
Frontier,’ Van 3euren serial for 
Radio release. Company on loca- 
tion at Kernville. 


Gibson Wants Out 
Objecting to her part in ‘Night 
After Night,’ Wynne Gibson is try- 
ing to settle her contract with Para- 
mount, which runs until Jan, 8, 1933. 


Aimee Sick; No Trial 

Trial of Aimee McPherson Hutton 
and Roy Stewart for $10,000 alleged 
due Harvey Gates has been post- 
poned until ‘June 24, Gates claims 
money due for writing the scenario 
of the evangelist’s proposed feature 
which never got past the conversa- 
tion stage. Postponement due to 
Mrs. Hutton’s illness, 











Anthony Coldeway, dropped by 
Paramount recently, is back on the 
lot adapting ‘Lion’s Way.’ 

Marital Vacations 
Reported that the Antonio More- 
nos have parted. Moreno recently 
returned from seven months in 
Mexico. Betty Boyd, screen actress, 
and her’ husband, Charles Over, also 
split. 








Mexican Girl with Hoxie 
Milda Moreno, who appeared in 
government-made Mexican picture, 
cast as Jack Hoxie’s lead in Henry 
Goldstone’s ‘Law and Lawless.’ 

Two Joes Due Soon 
Joe Brandt and. Joe Goldberg of 
World Wide due to return here from 
New York June 26. Arrival here 
will be in time for Educational’s re- 
gional convention. 


‘Tammany’ Yarn for Pics 
Script of ‘The People’s Choice,’ 
Tammany Hall story upon which 
Arthur Caesar and Joe Jackson 
were working when the latter was 
drowned, has been completed by 
Caesar. Fox and Charles Rogers 
are dickering. 





Mostly ‘Reds’ in Cast 
‘Laughing Boy’ will be made with 
an Indian cast, only leads being 
white. William Wyler, director, and 
John Huston, writer, go to the 
Navajo reservation shortly seeking 
players, 





‘The New Yorker,’ Al Jolson pic- 
ture, postponed a week until Donald 
Ogden Stewart can write in new 
dialog. 


Single Scribbler on Lot 
Charles Kenyon is at present 
Warners’ one-man _ writing staff. 
Other writers are taking layoffs 
provided for in their contracts, or 
are on loan elsewhere until studio 
reopens, around. Aug. 1, 


‘Tampico’ Shelved 
Casting griefs forced Columbia to 
postpone ‘Tampico’ indef. Frank 
Capra, who was to direct, will meg 
‘Bitter Tea of General Yen.’ 





Universal Wants Kickback 


Universal is suing towland 
Brown for $3,750 it advanced him 
for story called ‘Gallows.’ If story 


didn’t prove suitable, which it didn’t, 
Brown was to return the advance. 





Radio would reopen the Carthay 
Circle after three months’ darkness, 
for extended run of ‘Bird of Para- 
dise.,’ 


Last Three Before Close 
Last under the wire at Warners 
before the shutdown July 1 will be 
‘They Call It Sin,’ ‘Three on a 
Match,’ and ‘Revolt.’ 


White Home Again 
Cc. D. White is back on the Radio 
lot as production manager on low- 
cost productions. He was formerly 
studio manager. 








Radio Writers Submit 

Squabble over five writers de- 
manding screen credit on Radio’s 
‘What Price Hollywood?’ resulted in 
a meeting in which all promised to 
abide by producer-writer agree- 
ments calling for only two names in 
billing. 





Hays Arrives 

Will Hays came here direct from 
the Republican convention in Chi- 
cago. On same train were Louis B. 
Mayer and J. J. Murdock. Hays 
with his wife will occupy the Ben 
Lyon-Bebe Daniels home at Santa 
Monica, 

Dancer Sues for Divorce 

Virginia O'Donnell, dancer, filed 
suit for di 
‘O'Donnell, FN assistant director, 





B. BP. Schulberg 


charging mental cruelty, 


verce against William’ 





i 


Howard Flits 
Leaving Nevin Bush to complete 
work on story of ‘U-Boats’ for Ron- 
ald’ Colman, Sidney Howard finally 
left for the east by motor June 15 
after several false starts. 





Production on ‘Lost Souls’ to get 
under way at Paramount July. Ig 
with Nancy Carroll in the lead. “Dan 
Venturini directing. 


Just a Thought 

Charles -Darnton, dramatic critio 
of the New York ‘Evening W orld," 
is now at Metro writing scenario on 
inside workings of studio publicity 
department. Idea is Howard Dietz’, 
but where it will be shawn is not 
settled. 





‘ 
e 


Crashers Get Tcld 
Two Washington University stu< 
dents who have been representing 
themselves as Associated Press men 
to get on the lots and leok for extra 
work were nabbed at Radio. Es-« 
corted to the Hays office, they were 
verbally spanked and promised tao 
be good hereafter. 


Stein Wins Pathe Tilt 
Suit of Pathe against Paul Stein 
for $6,141, claimed to have been paid 
him in advance, and the director's 
countersuit for $11,041, claimed due 
him, settled out of court in Stein’g 
favor, 





No Stadium 

With all local stadiums ticd up 
for the Olympics, Charles Rogerg& 
had to go to San Diego to make 
football scenes for ‘70,000 Wit-< 
nesses.’ Coach Bill Spaulding ana 
his entire U.C.L.A. football squad 
are in the picture. 





Gilda Gray, ‘Swamp Lody’ 
Benny Zeidman will star Gilda 
Gray in a Louisiana swamp picture 
titled ‘The Swamp Lady’ on com« 
pletion of her present Fanchon & 





Marco tour. Harry Hervey ‘is 
working on the story. 
Brigadier General L. R. Gignal~ 


liat, superintendant of Culver Mili 
tary Academy, is here to put his’ 
okay on Universal's ‘Brown of Culs 
ver. Script had been previously 
okayed by the school head, 





Dempsey’s Choice Seats 
Jack Dempsey wants friends in 
Hollywood to witness the Baers 
Levinsky battle in Reno July 4. Of* 
fers them choice seats at $15. 





Johnson On New Job 
After 12 years at Psramount in 
an editorial capacity, Julian John« 
son is Fox's new head of story de 
partment, Robert M. Yost will con= 
tinue in the dept. 


4 





Johann Wants Job 
Following her Radio walkout, 
Zita Johann interested M-G-M in 
giving her a test. 


Chlick With Radio 
Frederick Chlick, author of ‘Blood 
Stream,’ which did .n on and off 
on Broadway, here for writing as« 
signment at Radio. 








Howard J. Green and wife ard 
spending Warner lay-off period. in 
Mexico City. Return June 30, 





Fisher at Night Spot 
Buddy Fisher of Chicago and band 
will replace Jackie Taylor combo at 
Starke’s Bohemian Cafe June 29. 





Kids Want Vacation Job 
Closing of schools for summer 
vacation has swamped studios with 
large armies of students looking 

for work during lay-off period. 





Kennedy Goes Religion 
From barroom to religion is thé 
extremes resorted to by Aubrey, 
Kennedy now filming ‘Ten Nights 
in a Barroom.’ Next to be ‘Power 
of the Cross.’ 





Lion Hunt for Lesser ; 

Earl Frank’s filming of a Mon 

hunt in Arizona will be released by 

Principal in threé reels as t 
That Lion.’ 





McKaig’ Casts West 
Alexander McKaig, producer o¥ 
‘Whistling in the Dark,’ now cast 
ing here for a new show based on 
a Hollywood story. Bodil Rosingf 
first to be signed, 





Contract Lures Brian 
Mary Brian has cut short he# 
vaude tour with Ken Murray to res 
turn here in two weeks to talk cone 
tract with Warners. Murray’ cong 


tinues in vaude with a replaces 
ment. 





Krulberg Has ‘Zombie’ 

Sam Krulberg to New York wih 
print of ‘Zombie’ for state right res 
lease, Picture was produced 4 

(Continued on page 29) 
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PACT GETS DRY-CLEANING | 





Skouras and Fox-W. C. Set on RKO 


Pools East and West; WB Also, Maybe EVISEL) CLAIISES Of 


Skouras Brothers and RKO are 
practically set on their eastern pic- 
ture booking pool. The deal also 
calls for certain policy changes in 
the operation of four houses, name- 
ly the RKO Jefferson and Skouras 
Academy on 14th street, and the 
Skouras Audubon and the RKO 
Coliseum, in Washington Heights, 
in uptown New York. Manage- 
ment of all four remains’ un- 
changed, houses sticking to pres- 
ent current affiliations. 

The deal calls for RKO to do all 
buying for both circuits anywhere 
in the east. 

With this situation now set, the 
way has been cleared for the two 
outfits to negotiate a deal whereby 
Skouras will do the picture buy- 


ing although not the booking for 
the two circuits on the Coast. 
In the meantime the matter of 


Fox-West Coast’s taking over the 
management of Warner's. three 
Coast houses has been discussed 
with the Skouras brothers. No deal 
as yet, all talk being still in the 
formative stage. 

However, in the event of closing 
of this Skouras-Warner deal the 
Coast, with the exception of some 
five houses now operated by RKO, 
pnd certain Publix spots retained 
by Par, will tie up in a three-cor- 


nered operating unit in which all 
may share. 
Houses which RKO will retain 


will be two in Los Angeles, two in 
San Francisco, and one each in 
Portland and Seattle. 

Skouras-WB? 

The 
consistentiy figuring in all circuit 
pooling negotiations for some time, 
The probability is that if WB con- 
tludes a deal for turning over the 
management of its Coast properties 
to anybody it be somebody with 
eastern theatre affiliations. That 
may dovetail Skouras, as the two 
big aims behind any management 
deal on the Coast would include pos- 
sible changes in stage show policies 
of Los Angeles and Hollywood prop- 
erties concerned, besides a film pur- 
chasing or booking arrangement for 
all concerned. 

Skouras Bros., as well as RKO, 
operate in territories where War- 
ners are also concerned. 

As a part of the Coast end of the 
Skouras-Fox negotiations RKO may 
turn back its Orpheum theatre in 
Oakland to Fox-West Coast. House 
is owned by F-WC, but has been 
operated by RKO. Under terms of 
RKO operati:n house, it can be 
taken back by Skouras-FWC if it 
loses money. 

The operating pooling plan of the 
deal calls for RKO to take over F- 
WC’'s properties in Spokane while 
FWC gets all of Tacoma from RKO. 
RKO has one theatre in each spot. 
FWC has three houses in Tacoma. 
The Fox house in Spokane is a 
newly built house. 


\ 





Los Angeles, June 20. 
Charles Skouras goes to Arizona 
tomorrow (Tuesday) on a second 
Bwing around the Fox-West Coast 
houses. Deal for pooling RKO and 
FWC operation in Spokane and 
Tacoma awaits Sid Kent's okay. 





RKO Recalls Elson 


Bill Elson has returned to RKO, 
wheres he will handle the reopening 


of closed houses under Herschel 
Stuart. Appointment was made by 
H. B. Franklin. 


_ Elson’s first jobs will be reopen- 
ing the Grand, St. Louis, and the 
Orpheum, Kansas City, as grind 
Spots for RKO on a 10-1l5dc policy of 
Straight films. 


BERTHEZ, EXHIB, DIES 
Paris, June 11. 
_ Armand Berthez, 
long illness. Himself once an actor, 
he became manager of the Capu- 
cines in 1907, then a legit stand. 
_ He turned it over to Brockliss 
Tiffany and they made it a picture 
house, but recently took it over 
again under the same policy. He is 
survived by wife, who has been 
running tle house, 


65, 


his 





Warner theatres have been | 


died after a} 


4 Morgan, 


Can’t Fool Mob 


Hollywood, June 20. 
With the public getting wise 
to the ‘Preview Tonight’ signs 
Spencer Leve, manager of the 
Ritz (F-~.C), has found it nec- 
essary to put out a ‘Major 
Studio Preview Tonight’ sign 
in order to attract customers. 


Chi Exchanges Hold 
Up Prints in Flood of 











Chicago, June 20. 

That old exhib spectre, the Credit 
Committee gag, with its C. I. (credit 
inadequate) rating for the shaky 
houses, is bobbing up again among 
the exchanges. While being very 
careful not to put their heads to- 
gether because of that anti-trust 
law, the exchanges are still picking 
out certain houses which are al- 
lotted films only on cash down. No 
checks. 

In many instances this is the re- 
sult of several high bouncing checks 
which have been becoming more and 
more frequent along the row here. 
In, other cases, however, the ex- 
changes are not waiting for any N. 
S. F. stamps on their checks, but 
are demanding cash if they feel that 
the theatre is on the brink. Or, if 
accepting checks, insist that it’s far 
enough in advance to get the bank’s 
okay several days in advance of the 
delivery of the print. 

Among the smaller exchanges 
things are not quite so arbitrary in 
refusing service to the exhibitors, 
They are not so anxious to antag- 
onize the theatres at present, no 
matter how small or financially 
shaky, since the selling season is 
on, and a contract is still a contract. 
Many of these are willing to take 
it in the pocket on the no-pay exhibs 
in the hope of eementing themselves 
in solid with these theatres during 
the hot selling competition, trust- 
ing that the theatres will make 
good on the I. O. U.’s when that 
corner is finally reached. 


AGENT SELLS 10 YARNS, 
HALF OF W-W PROGRAM 


Hollywood, June 20. 

Blanket story contract, calling 
for one agent to supply half the 
stories on its program, has been 
negotiated between World Wide 
Pictures and Alfred J. Cohen. Lat- 
ter is supplying 10 of the 20 yarns 
which W. W. producers will film 
for next year’s program. 

Deal was made through William 
Saal of Tiffany and World Wide. 
W. W. producers will take over the 
yarns individually through Saal, 

Following are the stories: ‘Quick- 
sand,’ magazine story by Rex 
Beach, to be published; ‘Devil's 
Highway, novel by Harold Bell 
Wright; ‘Rosalie’s Career,’ novel 
by Faith Baldwin; ‘Thirtieth 
Birthday,’ magazine story by Ur- 
'sula Parrott; ‘Alimony Racket,’ orig- 
inal by Gouverneur Morris; ‘Where 
|Lonely Ladies Walk,’ novel by 
| Tiffany Thayer to be published; 
‘Uptown Lady,’ short story by 
Vina Delmar; ‘The Devil Drives,’ 
short story by Peter B. Kyne; ‘Red- 
wood and Gold,’ novel by Jackson 
Gregory, and an untitled short story 
by Albert Blends a Terhune, 














| Fox Idea’ Dept. Out 
| Killing Jobs for 8 


June 20. 
eliminated 
headed by 


Los Angeles, 

Winnie Sheehan has 
Fox's ‘idea’ department 
Cliff Reed. 

Besides Reed new hunch kills jobs 
for John Gow, Irene Kuhn, Edmund 
North, E. A. Brown, 
hardt, Herman Wohl and Gertrude 


Exhibitor NSF Checks. 


Harry Leon- | 





‘ACADEMY HY FORCES Market Lull Climaxes in Session 


Producers’ Working Agree- 
| ment Adopts All Changes 

Suggested by Academy 
Employee Groups Except 


Threatened Opposition 
Would Have Disintegrated 


Hollywood to Equity and 


tions 





THALBERG’S LOGIC 





Hollywood, June 20. 
Producers have decided to sub- 
mit to the Academy by tossing aside | 





their recently created agreement. | 
They will replace it with the) 
Academy’s version of the _ pact, 


minus the clause calling for com- 
pulsory arbitration of all differences 
between employer and employee. 

Wastebasket procedure for the 
producer pact, considered inimical 
by all employee groups, was engi- 
neered by Irving Thalberg who has 
been sitting on the Academy’s 
agreement committee in the place 
of B. P. Schulberg. 

Thalberg stressed the fact that 
conditions are tough enough with- 
out bringing on more trouble by a 
fight with 


employees. He rec- 
ommended that the Academy's 
agreement be accepted as an 


‘emergency measure’ for a year. 

Previously the Academy had ex- 

pressed to Thalberg a willingness 

to waive its stand for arbitration 

of all employer-employes matters 

before that organization. 
Deadlock 

Abrupt decision to play ball with 
the Academy followed a deadlock 
and hints of revolt which threat- 
ened to distintegrate the Academy 
and bring Equity, Author’s League 
of America and the various unions 
into the fray. 

Fear of this is known to be back 
of the producers’ willingness to toss 
aside its own agreement, created 
originally without seeking sugges- 
tions from the Academy. 

Danger of revolt was seen last 
week when Edwin Loeb, attorney 
for the producers, is reported as 
having been politely told he wasn’t 
wanted at succeeding Academy 
conferences on the pact. He had 
been attending these sessions as a 
representative of the producers, 
plus the one  producer-member, 
Schulberg and later Thalberg. 

Protest Loeb 

Employee members of the com- 
mittee had objected to the arbi- 
trary and dictatorial methods said 
to have been used by Loeb at these 
sessions, 

This stand of Loeb was inter- 
preted, it is claimed, by the other 
committee members to reflect the 
attitude of the producers. It later 
developed this was not so, es- 
pecially in view of the danger of 
the fight getting beyond the Acad- 
emy and into unionized ranks. 

Equity has laid off in the debate 
because of the representation of its 
members in the Academy. Same is 
|} true of the Screen Writers’ Guild, 
which is allied with the Authors’ 
League of America and the Drama- 
tists Guild, 

In the case of the writers it was 
only the activity of the Academy 
in putting over the recently ac- 
cepted writers’ code that kept the 
|three groups from jumping in. 
| Their plan was to cut off the 
source of material from the stage 
and publisher fields to any studio 
considered unfair to writers, 











KOERPEL’S TRIP 


Jack Koerpel, 
July 1, sails the next day for 
Europe with a print of ‘The Jungle 
Killer’ made by Carveth Wells. 


Koerpel speaks four of the nine 
| languages that will be dubbed into 
Pa 4 the 


lecture part of the picture. 


Compulsory Arbitration—- | 


Academy and Re-opened | 


Other Talent Organiza- | 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
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who leaves Publix | 


Turnover Less Than 400,000; 


Low Prices of Last Week Prevail 





> 
9 . 
Yesterday’s Prices 
Net 
Sales Tligh. Low. Last.chge. 
100 Con. F.... 1% 1% 1% — Me 
4,000 East. K... 43% 41% 42% + % 
300 Loew ..... 15% 15% 15% — % 
2,000 Par-P 2% 2% 2% 
1,900 RCA ..... 38% 3% 3% — % 
20 Un. P. pf.. 29% 29% 29% +2% 
3,300 W. B...... iy % 2% 
BONDS 
$1,000 Gen. Thr... 1% 1% 1%—% 
1,000 Keith o ae 27 27 —I1 
1,000 Loew . 6844 68 68% — \% 
4.000 Par-i’'m. .. 18% 18% 18%+ % 
5.000 Par. P.... 15% 15 15%+ % 
1,000 W. Buisee 13%. 138% 138%-— *% 
CURB 
200 Fox T..... % % %4—% 
20 Tech, 1 1 +% 














Hays’ Ambassadress 
Of Good Will Upsets 
North Calif. Femmes 


San Francisco, June 20. 

Though northern California’s 
clubwomen have been less meddle- 
some than others throughout the 
country, doing a minimum of pry- 
ing into-theatre biz, coast Hays or- 
ganization sent one of its speakers 
into this territory last week and 
stirred up more trouble than there’s 
ever been before. 


Alice Ames Winter, associate 
public relations director of the 
Hays group, spent several days up 
here making 60 and 90 minute talks 
to the fem clubs. 


Among other things she told the 
ladies that kiddie matinees were a 
paying proposition for the theatres 
and that if naborhood houses didn’t 
give the juves a break with special 
shows the women should go after 
the exhibs until they came across 
with kid performances. If that 
didn’t work, Mrs. Winter told the 
the tea and bridge experts, just 
notify her and she’d fight for the 
youngsters’ privileges, - 


Now the heretofore peaceful gals, 
content to cooperate with picture 
houses, are pestering half the north- 
ern California managers for junior 
matinees. 

Despite the apparent friendliness 
of Mrs. Winter several of the Bay 
district women’s clubs are scorched 
at the Hays ‘ambassador of good 
will’ for an out-and-out snub she 
handed one of the groups. Slated 
to talk for a few minutes at one of 
the clubs and then submit to ques- 
tioning by the inquisitive matrons 
Mrs. Winters talked for an hour 
and a half, then picked up her 
gloves and stalked out of the room, 
telling the clubbers she ‘had a very 
impatient husband waiting for her 
in the lobby.’ 


WELFORD BEATON, BKPT, 
SWEARS HE’S A PAUPER 


Los Angeles, June 20. 

Listing $31,696 liabilities against 
assets of $4,505, Welford Beaton, 
erstwhile publisher of the ‘Holly- 
wood Spectator,’ and now with the 
‘Hollywood Star,’ tab fan mag, took 
the bankruptcy cure, signing a 
pauper’s oath stating that he had 
no money to pay the $30 filing fee. 

Principal creditors are Mrs. R. L. 
Holmes, holder of a $5,000 note; 
Walter Morosco, on a judgement 
for $638; Multicolor, $2,596; Barton 














Hepburn, $1,000; George  Fitz- 
maurice, $250; John McCormick, 
$2,000, and David Torrance, $589. | 


Universal Studio is listed for $8,490 | 
on a judgement for charges accrued 
when Beaton made a picture on the 
lot last year. Remaining bills 
mainly to tradespeople. 

Among the assets 
due from Albert Roge 


are 


a $250 note 
and house- 


a 


' 
hold furniture and car, valued at | 
$2,100, on which Beaton seeks ex-| 

j emption, ‘ 


By AL GREASON 

Dullness that prevailed for most 
of last week was intensified yester- 
day (Mon) in a session that failed 
to pass the half million mark in 
turnover, second time that has hap- 
pened since last summer. Prices 
generally were maintained close to 
the closing levels prevailing at the 
Saturday close. 

Amusement issues were conspic- 
uously dull ard minor price changes 
had no significance, dealings being 
mostly in minimum lots and at long 
intervals. Loew stood unchanged 
at 15% almost to the close when 
that price was shaded by an eighth. 
Par. continued at 2%, but here there 
seemed to be a disposition to whip 
up a little interest by churning 
stock around, 

Constructive interests in the mar- 
ket are reported not adverse to @ 
period of quiet at this time. A few 
weeks of steady prices around 
these levels might be the precusor 
of an August upturn, since it would 
provide an opportunity for accumu- 
lation, a phase which probably is 


an essential to an actual turn in 
the tide. 
Just a Summer Market 
With Saturday’s turnover in 


stocks the second smallest of the 
year so far, traders took note that 
the market had entered its normal 
summer listlessness. Of the amuse- 
ment shares there was almost noth- 
ing to report, and that situation 
seems likely to obtain from this 
time forth until something begins 
to appear upon which to base a 
forecast of what the autumn will 
bring. 

Dealings in Loew, the accredited 
leader of the group, amounted to 
less than 10,000 shares, which fact 
probably was the most significant 
detail of the week’s trading in the 
whole group. When the most in- 
teresting issue in the entertainment 
section can command no more ac- 
tivity than that, it is apparent that 
the market performance of the 
whole group is scarcely worth 
weighing. 

There was a minor spurt of ac- 
tivity in Paramount, but even that 
stock mustered only 37,000 shares 

(Continued on page 23) 


Chi 1-Film Attempts - 
Fade; Now Base Hope 
On 100% Exhih Move 


Chicago, June 20. 

Attempt and hopes for an immeé- 
diate return to single features, a 
hope that had been growing bright- 
er these past two weeks, was hand- 
ed a solar plexus jolt last week 
when every house which had been 
trying to make a go of it at the one- 
film rate went back to the double 
feature grind. That takes in the 
big Warners’ Avalon and such ace 
neighborhooders as the Forest and 
Lido. These spots some three weeks 
ago went to singles on a ‘variety 
program’ plan. Biz started out 
powerfully on the change, but 
slumped away due to the terrific 
competition of nearby theatres. 

It’s now the belief on the local 
film row that the swing back to the 
single system can’t be done by one 
or two scattered theatres; that un- 
less it’s a unanimous move singles 
can’t be brought back to this town, 
Meetings upon meetings have been 
held here with that thought in 
mind; but though the exhibs agree 
perfectly in the conference room 
that doubles must go, they appar- 
ently forget all about it when they 
get back to their theatres. The 
indies blame in the circuits and the 
circuits point to the indies. 


‘CORRESPONDENT’ AT RIV 
Columbia's Broadway first run for 
‘War Correspondent’ will be at the 
Rivoli, Publix run house, slated to 
follow ‘Aren’t We All,’ which prob- 
ably opens Thursday (23). 
House is booking several outers 
ures this summer, 
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Thunder Below’ 0.K. $16,000 in L.A.; 
Stace Helps ‘About Town, $24,000; 
Tiff's ‘Race Track Good, $14,000 


~— 


BUFFALO LIMP 


T Much Heat—Stage Is Aiding 
bis ‘Thunder’ to $18,000 


Buffalo, June 20. 

Heat wave is taking a severe box 
office toll. Dot Mackaill will keep 
the Buffalo to a moderate figure. 

Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Publix) (3,600; 30-40-65) 
—'Thunder Below’ (Par) and stage 
show. Will do $18,000 or under with 








Los Angeles, June 20. 


Uncertainty of weather and fact 
that the schools are closed this 
week is only hope of the houses 
about town for any semblance of 
increase at the box office. None of 
the downtown houses have fare 
which would be heavily digested by 
the buyers, with those having stage 
shows finding it necessary to im- 


press strongly this fact. 

Chinese with ‘Grand Hotel’ for its 
eighth week will ring in at around 
$20,000; Paramount should hop to 
around $16,000 with Tallulah Bank- 
head in ‘Thunder Below.’ Warner 
Western returns to the first run| 
group with Kay Francis in ‘Street of | 
Women.’ As previews are in order 





here about twice a week, better than 
$7,500 should be the result. Loew's | 
State will have to depend on Ted) 
Lewis, playing return 
for the draw as the screen attrac-| 
tion is none too enticing. 
Estimates for This Week 
Chinese (Fox) (2,028; 50-$1.50)— 
Grand Hotel’ (M-G), and stage 
ghow (8th week). With the young- | 
gters at the mats. and couple of| 
night excursions $20,000 looks easy. 
Last week ended with a few iron 
men short of $22,000. 
Downtown (WB) (1,800; 25-65)— 
The Tenderfoot’ (FN) and vaude- 
ville. Opening for the Brown opus 
little off but looks as though $10,000 
will be skirted. ‘Two Seconds’ (FN) 
finished stronger than early indica- 
tions showed with $9,800. 
Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 35-75)— 
‘Love Is a Racket’ (FN). Doug. 
Fairbanks’ draw considerable disap- 
pointment on opening day. And 
with pace judged accordingly for 
eight days around $11,000. ‘Week 
End Marriage’ (FN) called very 
pleasing entertainment but without 
mames, so only $7,800 for six days. 
Orpheum (2,270; 35-90)—‘Race 
Track’ (Tiffany) and vaudeville. 
‘Oleson and Johnson, who are a 
natural b. o. tonic, must do the at- 
tracting. Will probably hit around 
$14,000. ‘Westward Passage’ (Radio) 
had Lady Harding doing her chores 
magnificently, bringing take to $12,- 








Pantages (Fox) (2,700; 10-75)— 
‘Letty Lynton’ (M-G) and ‘stage 
show. Joan Crawford means much 
toward take here as the F. & M. 
gtage show none to heavy on draw. 
Around $10,500 should be okay. 
"Young America’ (Fox) had ‘Desert 
Song’ on stage, but not as big as 
expected with $9,200. 

aramount (Publix) (3,595; 35-$1) 
—Thunder Below’ (Par) and stage 
show. Tallulah Bankhead, though 
not a magnet, was able to bring in 
over $2,000 for opening day, so $16,- 
000 seems almost certain. ‘Sinners 
in the Sun’ (Par), helped by stage 
show. hit $14,000 last week. 

RKO (2,950; 25-50)—‘County Fair’ 
(Monogram) and stage show. 
Snappy Ash stage show with pix, 
but bottom dropping out to only 
$4,500. ‘Road House Murder’ (Radio), 
screen feature, seemed poison at b. o. 
last week with just over $5,500. 

State (Loew-Fox) (2,024; 35-75)— 


— a 


ST. LOUIS QUIET 


Weismuller at Ambassador 
$15,000—‘Sky Devils’ $8,000 





‘Sky Devils.’ ‘Dark Horse,’ first po- 
litical satire to be shown here, at 
the Missouri, helping to cheer up 
the managers, 
Estimates for This Week 

Ambassador (Par) (3,000; 35-50- 
65)—Thunder Below’ (Par) and 
Johnny Weismuller in person. Lat- 


éngagement/|ter getting lot of notice, but gross 


$15,000, n.s.g. 
(WB) 


probably only Last 
week ‘Mouthpiece’ 
very good. 

Fox (Fox) (6,000; 25-35-50)— 
‘Westward Passage’ (Radio) and 
F-M unit. Looks little above last 
week or two with probably $15,000, 
ok. Last week ‘Man About Town) 
(Fox) $14,060. 

Loew’s State (Loews) (3,000; 
35-50)—‘Sky Devils’ (UA). 
stands to do better than last few 
precedessors, maybe $8,000, 
Last week ‘New Morals’ 


$7,300. 

Missouri (Par) (3,500; 
—Dark Horse’ ‘FN) and ‘No 
Greater Love’ (Col). Around fair 
$6,000. Last week ‘Molly Louvain’ 
and ‘Reserved for Ladies’ 


~ 
25- 


(M-G) 
25-35-50) 


(FN) 
(Par) $6,200. 


Philly Still Mild, 
With Mastbaum’s 





~<a 
—< 


Semi-Final $29,000 





Philadelphia, June 20. 

Mastbaum closing is finally set 
for June 30, with the Boyd reopen- 
ing July 6. Also understood the 
Warle will drop vaude for the sum- 
mer July 1. 

Business last week went up with 
the rain and cooler weather, al- 
though there was nothing startling 
in the way of activity. 

This week’s prospects are indif- 
ferent. Mastbaum’s chances are 
hurt by the panning given ‘West- 
ward Passage’ and indications are 
for no more than $29,000. Fox 
should pick up a little with Con- 
chita Montenegro on the stage and 
“Week Ends Only” on the screen. 
About $14,500 expected. ‘Doomed 
Battalion,’ 


$9,000. 


tempt to go a second week, 
Estimates for This Week 
Mastbaum = _ (4,800; 
‘Westward Passage’ 





*Man About Town’ (Fox) and stage 
show. Ted Lewis on return must 
fio his stuff. Opening day big 


Was rather weak sister for draw, 
but good entertainment with result 
around the $16,000 last week. 
Western (WB) (2,500: 
‘Street of Women’ (WB). Policy 
first run. Picture no pace setter but 


with couple previews to bolster 
@round $7,500. 


RIALTO, DENVER HI-LIGHT 


With $5,000 for ‘Mystery Ranch’— 
Orph $10,000, Denver $11,000 











Denver, June 20. 

They’re all kicking about the 
@rosses except the Rialto, baby of 
the first run fleet. Trixie Friganza 
and Ruth Chatterton are pulling 
fairly at the Denver. 

Estimates for This Week 
Aladdin (Huffman) (1,500: 35-50- 


75) ‘Night World’ (U). On the 
down side at $4,000. Last week 
‘Man About Town’ (Fox) a good 


$6,000. 
Denver (Publix) (2.500; 25-40-65) 
‘Rich Always With Us’ (FN) and 


ed by good vaude, $12,060, 


with $4,000. Last week 





35-65)—| week only $14,000. 
35-50-75) — “Week 
nds Only’ (Fox) and stage show. 
| Should be up a little to $14,500. Last 
(Fox) $12,- 


changed for current production tolp 


(Par) about $32,000, mediocre 


Attorney’ (Radio}. Holding’ over 


but almost certain not to make 
Last 


grade for full second week. 


Fox (3,000; 


week, ‘Mystery Ranch’ 
000, poor, 


Battalion’ 
(18). 


(U). 
Fair 


days, $4,000. 
Earle (2,000: 


of-mouth may help, 
than $12,500 expected. 





| $11,500, preceding. 


Karliton (1,000; 30-50)—‘Love Is a 


| Racket’ (FN). 
| ‘Street of Women’ (FN) 
| $3,000 last week, disappointing. 


| Chestnut (1,300; 50-$1.50)—'Grand 


Only 


$26,900, 


Also 


fair. 


which opened at the 
Stanton Saturday (18) won mixed 
notices and won't get more than 
Booked in suddenly when 
‘Molly Louvain’ folded in its at- 


40-50-75) — 
(Radio) and 
silage show. Next to last show for 
and Philly's biggest house until fall. No- 
by standard should run around the aviary _— — SS 
$24,000, over what he did on previous | «sun (Pp : 

engagement. ‘Night Court’ (M-G-M) Stanley (3,700; 35-50-75)—‘State’s 


Stanton (1,700; 35-50) — ‘Doomed 
Went in Saturday 
indications for $9,000. 
‘Molly Louvain’ (WB) in last four 


35-40-65)—‘This Is 
the Night’ (Par) and vaude. Word- 
but no more 
‘Forgotten 
|'Commandments’ (Par) very weak at 


Looks like $3,200. | 
about 


Dorothy Mackaill in person, Last 
week ‘Merrily We Go to Hell’ (Par) 
best in town, $18,900. 

Hipp (Publix) (2,400; 25-35)— 
‘Man About Town’ (Fox). Looks 
| about $7,500, nice. Last week ‘Night 
Court’ (M-G) good $8,000. 








St. Louis, June 20. Century (Publix) (3,400; 25-35- 
st. bs ‘ vtu L d | . 
Johnny Weismuller in person is 50) -—- a Bay Mh gy on 
not pulling the Ambassador out in| vaut e. Siow aro L ; ; as 
goats one far. Swimmer is, how- | week Room 13’ (Fox) $11,100, over 
ever, far overshadowing picture | average. 
‘Thunder Below’ on bill with him. Lafayette (Ind) (3,400; 25)— 
By virtue of big plugging Loew’s ‘Cross- Examination’ (Supreme). 
State will not be as far behind with | Maybe over $5,000. Last week 


‘Love Affair? (Col) $6,000. 


Colored Tab Ups 
Met,, Boston, to 
Very Big $42,000 


Boston, June 20. 
Publix made no mistake with 
‘Rhapsody in Black’ into the big 
Met here. Lobby lines at all shows 
and with ‘Thunder Below’ on the 


screen, though not rated well, it 
looks as though the house is headed 
for its biggest week in months. 
Keith’s has James Barton in the 
headline spot and with the locally 
produced RKO opportunity revue, 
counting on the relatives and 
friends, it should keep the gross 
above the $20,000 mark. The State 
has the ‘Big Parade’ with sound 
and should do well. Rest of the 
attractions not hot weather proof. 


Estimates for This Week 








Met (Publix) (4,300; 35-50-75) 
—‘'Thunder Below’ (Par) and 
‘Rhapsody in Black’ should hit 


close to $42,000. Last week ‘Mer- 
rily We Go to’ Hell’ (Par) $27,000, 
very nice, 

Paramount (Publix) (1,800; 35- 
50-60)—‘Society Girl’ (Fox), oke at 
$9,000. Last week  ‘Tenderfoot’ 
(WB) fair at $8,400. 

Uptown (Publix) (2,200; 35-50- 
60)—‘Society Girl’ (Fox). $7,000 
looked for. Last week ‘Tenderfoot’ 
(WB), over $6,600. 


Scollay (Publix) — ‘Tenderfoot’ 
and vaude. Around $7,000. Last 
week ‘State’s Attorney’ (RKO), a 
nice $9,200 at reduced prices. 

Keith’s (4,000; 35-50-75)—‘Is My 
Face Red?’ (RKO) and vaudeville. 
Over $22,000. Last week ‘Attorney 
for the Defense’ (Col). Nice $20,500. 

State (4,000; 35-50-60)—Big Pa- 
rade’ (M-G). Looks like $11,000, 


okay. Last week M-G revivals did 
$7,600. 


Cincy Keith’s Big $7,500; 
Albee-Cap Heading Low 


Cincinnati, June 20. 

Albee and Capitol will dive to new 
lows this week. But the unchilled 
Keith’s, scheduled to close this 
week for summer, is enjoying one 
of its heaviest draws of season and 
will likely hold ‘Blonde Captive’ a 
second week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,300; 35-65)— 
‘Race Track’ and stage show. Film 
cueing into quickened race interest 
with Latonia opening this weekend. 
But nameless fare on screen and 
| rostrum attested by bad $14,500, new 
low. Last week $20,000 ‘Man About 
Town’ (Fox) and F-M opener. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 30-50)— 
‘Merrily We Go to Hell’ (Par). Im- 
| provement evident with March and 
| Sidney on upgrade here, $11,000, 
good. Last week $10,000, attributed 
to marquee weakness on ‘Street of 
Women’ (WB). 














|Hotel’ (MG). Held for another| Lyric (RKO) (1,285; 30-50)—‘s 
, week and should get $9,000. Last | My Face Red? (Radio) Columning 
|week surprised by mounting to| quirks not a hot topic here, $7,590, 


;nearly $11,000. 

Arcadia (600; 
Flesh’ (Par). Hardly more 
| $1,800. ‘Miracle Man’ 


(Par) $2,20 
last week. 








Deming Would Make 
Olympic Games Pictur 


Hollywood, June 20. 
Norman Deming negotiating wit 
j}the Olympic Games committee t 


stage show. Weak $11,000. Last | 
week ‘Merrily We Go to Hell’ (Par) 
also average $12,900, 

Paramount (Publix) (2,000; 25- 
35-50) ‘Forgotten Commandments’ 
(Par). Not too good, $4,000. Last! 
week ‘Desire Me’ (M-G) only $4,200. 
after big week at the Denver. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600: 25-35-50) 
‘Big Timer’ (Col) and vaude. An 
intermediate $10,000, Last week 
“Westward Passage’ (Radio), back- | 


Rialto (Huffman) (900; 25-35-50) | make a feature comprising a@ com- | sjeeps’ 
‘Mystery Ranch’ (Fox). Pretty good | Plete record of all events. 
‘Society | 


30-50) —World and 
than 


|fair. Last week $7,500 for ‘Desire 
Me’ (M-G) in second seven days. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,200; 30-50)— 
0 | ‘Weekend Marriage’ (FN). Not ex- 
pecting over $4,500, new low. Last 
week $7,500 for ‘Westward Passage’ 
(Radig), light. 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,600; 25-40)— 
‘Blonde Captive’ (Col). Dailies car- 
e ried sexiest ads in month, and $75,- 

| 000 great. Last week $2,500 with 
h | ‘Attorney for Defense’ (Col). 
os | Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-25)— 

| ‘Searlet Brand’ and ‘While Paris 
(Fox). Split-weeking 
| $2,500, fair. 


4of Press’ (Fischer). 


OSSES 


Stageless Pittsburgh's Price Cats 





Tuesday, June 21, 1932 








15c-25c Slashed ai All First Runs—Lowest 





USUAL BIRM’GHAM WEEK 


$7,500 for ‘Ware’ at Alabama—Em- 
pire $4,000 on ‘This Is Nite’ 








Birmingham, June 20. 
A second run house is again trying 
to do the business in town by mak- 
ing a second attempt at vaude. It’s 
the Temple, independently operated. 
Prices raised from 20 to 30 cents 
at night, with matinees 15-20. 
‘Vivienne Ware’ should build at the 
Alabama and show a sizeable in- 
crease, before the current week is 
over. 
Estimates for This Week 
Alabama (Publix) (2,800; 25-35- 
50)—‘Vivienne Ware’ (Fox). Hookup 
with local station for broadcasting 
a help, $7,500... Last week ‘Merrily 
We Go to Hell’ (Par) $7,800. 


Empire (ETCA) (1,100 25-50)— 
‘This Is the Night’ (Par). Back to 
straight pictures and oke, $4,000 


Last week ‘World and Flesh’ (Par) 
and vaude mighty quiet, $1,100. 
Ritz (RKO) (1,600; 25-40)— 
‘Westward Passage’ (Radio). Fair 
week of $3,100. Last week ‘Radio 
Patrol’ (U) hit bottom, $2,900. 
Strand (BTCA) (800; 20-30)—‘Are 
You Listening’ (M-G). Another 
moderate week around $1,800. Last 
week ‘Corsair’ (UA) $1,900. 

Galax (BTAC) (500; 15-25)— 
‘While Paris Sleeps’ (Fox). Drops 
split week pulicy this week for one 
picture, $900. 

Temple (Indie) (2,650; 15-20-30). 
—Second run double features and 
vaude, Is second attempt to put 
over vaude and nothing startling 
expected; may get $2,000. 


‘Hell,’ ‘Mouthpiece’ 
$12,500 and $4,500, 
Best in Minneapolis 


Minneapolis, June 20. 
Thanks to the strongest line-up 
of loop attractions in recent weeks 
and some pretty fair weather, busi- 
ness is off to a nice start. A symp- 
ton of the times is that most of the 
customers are taking advantage of 
early bargain prices and takings 
awindle appreciably when the high- 
er scale goes into effect. 
The new admission tax going into 
effect this week will affect only the 
State (Publix) and Orpheum 
(RKO), as they are now the only 
houses open charging in excess of 
40c. In each instance the tax will 
be passed on to the customer, mean- 
ing that the top admission (in effect 
after 6:30 p. m. daily) will be raised 
from 50 to 55c. 
The 35c. Lyric has the best pic- 
ture in the loop, ‘The Mouthpiece.’ 
Aided by a nifty exploitation cam- 
paign, it opened well and should 
benefit from word-of-mouth boost- 
ing and finish strong. 
The State plastered the whole 
town and all the other Publix thea- 
tre screens with ‘Merrily We Go to 
Hell,’ arousing all sorts of advance 
interest in this picture with its real 
box-office title. First-rate sales- 
manship brought the theatre an 
opening that vied with that of ‘As 
You Desire Me’ a few weeks ago, 
and a profitable seven days seem in 
prospect. 
As a pleasant variation the Or- 
pheum has a coxnbination of stage 
and screen fare that means some- 
thing to the box office. During nu- 
merous visits at the Minnesota with 
Publix and F-M unit shows, Johnny 
Perkins has built up a local follow- 
ing, and his current presence as 
vaudeville headliner, together with 
Robinson on the screen, accounts 
for the better opening than a week 
ago with Ann Harding.. 

W. A. Steffes is keeping the Shu- 
bert open a week longer with his 
foreign talkies and if ‘A Waltz by 
Strauss’ clicks currently maybe he’ll 
keep running from week to week. 
Some concessions by the operators’ 
nion might alter his decision to 
quit. House was slated to close last 
Friday. 

Estimates for This Week 
State (Publix) (2,200; 50)—‘Mer- 
riiy We Go to Hell’ (Par). High- 
power exploitation and strong title. 
March and Sydney not so hot yet 











to | ‘Mouth-piece’ (WB). 


Last week $7,500 on/traction house has had in many a 
Has backing for such a picture | ‘Mystery Ranch’ (Fox) and ‘Honor | moon. 
Girl (Fox) an average week, $3,500. | for an indie release, 


as cards here but are not entirely 
without followings. Picture well- 


liked; $12,500, good. Last week, 
‘Huddle‘ (M-G), $8,700, fair. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,890; 50)— 
‘Two Seconds’ (FN) and vaude. 


Robinson has fair local following 
and is bringing in some business. 
Johnny Perkins, headlining vaude- 
ville, also somewhat of a card here. 
Better vaude than in recent weeks. 
Looks like about $10,000, fair. Last 
week ‘Westward Passage’ (RKO), 
$9,000, fair. 

Lyric (Publix) 








(1,300; 35) — 
Strongest at- 


Well sold and arousing au- 
dience enthusiasm, strength of ex- 


Scales Since Nickelodeon Days 
+ ah it 


Pittsburgh, June 20. 

Radical differences in grosses exs« 
pected all along the line during the 
summer, with stage shows out at 
both deluxers. Penn and Stanley, 
and reductions from lic to 25c¢ in 
admissions at all first-run houses, 
It marks a general revolution in tha 
movie business here, and everybody 
is eagerly awaiting the results. 

It’s the lowest price scale Pitts- 
burgh has had since the old days of 
the nickelodeon, and also the first 
time the town has been stageless, 
What effect all this will have on the 
trade in general is still a matter of 
conjecture. 

Wide shake-up makes it a bit dif< 
ficult to estimate grosses at outset. 
For instance, at Fulton, where scale 
was cut in half, from 50c to 25c, 
opening day of ‘World and the 
Flesh’ had 800 more paid admissions 
than on opening day of previous 
week, but there was $150 less in the 
till. Bancroft picture got mixed 
notices, but should round the turn 
with $3,400 anyway. 

Big noise of the week looks like 
‘As You Desire Me’ at the Penn, and 
Garbo should have no trouble gath- 
ering $19,000 at the reduced scale, 
which is seven grand better than 
previous session, when house hit @ 
new low. ‘The Tenderfoot’ at Stan- 
ley opened only to moderate trade, 
but should see around $11,000, with 
‘Attorney for the Defense’ at Ware 
ner probably going to $5,000. ‘Mys« 
tery Ranch,’ George O’Brien weste 
ern at Davis, shapes up like a prob« 
lematical $2,200. Latter house now 
operating on a week-to-week notice 
and may fold for the warm months 
if unable to hold its own. 

Estimates for This Week 

Davis (WB) (1,750; 10-15-25-35), 
‘Mystery Ranch’ (Fox). Good weste 
ern, but westerns in: downtown firste 
run spot usually pretty shakw 
Maybe $2,200, not so hot. Last week 
‘Careless Lady’ (Fox) around $3,300, 

Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1i,/00; 10-15« 
25), ‘World and the Flesh’ (Par), 
This site now featuring the lowest 
first-run price scale in town, 25c top. 
Will have to keep hurrying at that 
figure to break even; $3,400 for cur- 
rent session likely. Last week 
‘Woman in Room 13’ (Fox) $4,700, 
with one night out due to Lyman 
Powell lecture. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 
40), ‘As- You Desire Me’ (M-G). 
Nothing ever stops Garbo around 
here, and her current film unlikely 
to be an exception. Opening big and 
should have no trouble gathering 
neat $19,000 for best in town. Last 
week ‘Sinners in the Sun’ (Par) and 
stage show dropped house to new 
low, $12,000. 

Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-30-40), 
‘The Tenderfoot’ (WB). Nice opens 
ing no criterion inasmuch as some@ 
special prize contest stuff was on 


25-30 


tap. May get $11,000, an in-be- 
tweener. Last week ‘Young Amer- 
ica’ (Fox) and _  locally-produced 


‘Pittsburgh on Parade’ show okay 
at $25,000, with stage getting the 
credit. r 

Warner (Col) (2,000; 25-30-40), 
‘Attorney for the Defense’ (Col). 
No cast names, but catchly title may 
do something on account of late 
popularity of lawyer cycle. Looks 
like $5,000, anyway. Last wee 
‘Strange Love of Molly Louvain 
(WB) about $6,300. 


N. 0. IN DEPTHS 


Saenger $7,000 With ‘Thunder’ and 
Nothing Else—‘Racetrack’ $6,500 








New Orleans, June 20. 
Dullest week in years current a€ 
local filmeries. Saenger, in its first 
week of screen entertainment only; 
is minus even an organist. 
Estimates for This Week 

Saenger (3,400; 25-35-50) ‘Thuns 
der Below’ (Par). Will be lucky tod 
get $7,000, Bankhead still awry at 
local wicket. Last week ‘Merrily 
We Go to Hell’ and Pola Negri in 
person went to $14,000. 

Loew’s State (3,200; 60) ‘Dark 
Horse’ (WB). Very poor and will 
only get $7,000. Last week ‘Feller 
Needs a Friend’ (M-G) also $7,000; 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-50) 
‘Racetrack.’ May get $6,500, one of 
the worst weeks in years. Last 
week ‘Westward Passage’ (Radio) 
$7,600. 

Tudor (800; 35) ‘Misleading Lady? 
Rather light at $1,500. Last week 
‘Tenderfoot’ (FN) $1,900. 





ploitation campaign and merit of 


picture off-setting lack of cast 
names. Nearly $4,500 indicated; 
good. Last week ‘Mystery Ranch’ 


)Fox), $4,700, okay. 


Aster (Publix) (900; 25)—‘When 
Paris Sleeps’ (Fox) and ‘Famous 
Ferguson Case’ (WB), split; about 
|$700 indicated; light. Last week; 
‘Hotel Continental’ (Tif), $1,200; 
zood. 


Grand (Publix) (1,100; 25)—‘Let- 
ty Lynton’ (M-G). Second loop run 





| 


and full week, looks like $1,400, fair. 
Last week ‘Scarface’ (UA), $1,80% 
good, 
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COAST THEATRES’ SUICIDE 





Bands Battling for 


Loops Biz; 


Lombardo, ‘Thunder’ Lead, $40,000: 
‘Dark Horse’ Straggles at $10,000 





Chicago, June 20. 


Heat is getting to the houses in 
the loop badly now, especially dig- 
ging holes in night trade. 

Both the Chicago and Palace are 
G@epending on name orchestras to 
deliver this week. At the Chicago 
they’ve brought back the Lombardo 
outfit, which holds the all-time high 
for the spot. Won't cop anything 
mear its previous mark of three 
years ago, but will satisfy in these 
times. 

Palace works under a greater 
handicap, the Duke Ellington band 
having almost milked this town 
after some half dozen weeks at the 
Oriental last season. Sister house 
of the Palace, the State-Lake, re- 
turns to vaude July 2, after having 
been straight film for more than a 
year and a consistent loser the past 
six months. 

At the run arenas nothing seems 
to help. Both the State-Lake and 
United Artists are doing a one- 
week-and-out routine on ‘Is My 
Face Red’ and ‘Dark Horse.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Chicago (Publix-B. & K.) (4,000; 
60-75-85)—‘Thunder Below’ (Par) 
and stage show. Lombardo band 
strong and looks to hit about $40,000, 
excellent pace at present. Needs 
night support for this radio-type 
audience here currently. Last week 
a smash at $45,800 for ‘Merrily We 
Go to Hell’ (Par) and the ‘Scandals’ 
principals. Rudy Vallee, the Howard 
boys, Ray Bolger and Joan Abbott. 

Oriental (Publix-B. & K.) (3,200; 
50-75-85). Love Is a Racket’ (WB) 
and stage show. Mills Bros. a hold- 
over. Will keep house at nice $24,- 
000. Names are doing much for this 
formerly weak site. Last week the 
Mills and ‘Man About Town’ (Fox) 
clipped off nifty $27,900. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 50-75-85). 
"Strangers of Evening’ (Tiff) and 
vaude. Duke Ellington on stage and 
picking up to $21,000 on the band. 
Last week sad at $15,300 for ‘Race 
Track’ (Tiff) and assorted acts. 


State-Lake (RKO) (2,700: 50-75- 
85)—Is My Face Red” (Radio). 
Just a one-weeker and weak at 
$6,000. Last week ‘Attorney for De- 
fense’ (Col), one week, to $7,200, a 
typical recent State-Lake gross. 


United Artists (Publix-UA) (1,- 
WOO; 50-75-85). ‘Dark Horse’ (WB). 
Can't get going and seven-day ride 
will be the run. Perhaps $9,000, 
weak. Last week ‘Tenderfoot’ (WB) 
went into a nosedive at $6,800 and 
out in seven days. ‘New Morals for 
Old’ (M-G) in Thursday (23). 

Woods (Jones) (1,200; 50-$1- 
$1.50). ‘Grand Hotel’ (9th week). 
Slipping fast. Under $10,000. 


K. C. Snubs Revival Week, 
‘Passage’s’ $12,000 Fair 


Kansas City, June 20. 


Interest of the street is centered 
this week on Loew’s Midland with 
its revival offerings of four Metro 
films and a price reduction to 25 
and 35 cents. Theatres are doing 
fairly but nothing to warrant ex- 
ceptional business. 

Last week the Mainstreet, with 
Thurston the draw, topped the town, 
with the others trailing badly. Mid- 
land with ‘New Morals’ established 
@ new low. 

Estimates for This Week 

Liberty (Publix-Dubinsky Broth- 
ers) (1,000; 15-25)—Two Seconds’ 
(WB). Nothing to get excited about. 





Probably $4,000. Last week ‘Ten- 
derfoot’ (I"N) $4,000, too. 

Loew’s Midland (Loew) (4,000; 
25-35-40)—‘Revival Week.’ ‘Pos- 


sessed,’ ‘Big House,’ ‘Let Us Be 
Gay,’ ‘Madelon Claudet,” all Metro. 
Won't show anything at poor $10,- 


000. Last week ‘New Morals’ (M- 
G) $7,000, new low. 
Mainstreet (RKO) (3,200, 25-35- 


60)—‘Westward Passage’ (Radio) 
and stage show. Ann Harding given 
the publicity and will see fair $12,- 
000. Last week Thurston plus ‘Race 
Track’ (Tiff) $19,500, good. 
Newman (Publix-Dubinsky Broth- 


ers) (1,890; 25-35-50)—Thunder 
Below’ (Par). Played up from the 
sex angle. Prospects of moderate 
36,000. Last week : Vivienne Ware’ 





(Fox) $7,000.° 


WASHINGTON BETTERS 
‘Weekends’ $20,000 at Fox—‘Sky 
Devils’ $6,500—Palace $8,500 





Washington, June 20. 


Nice weather break plus a slack- 
ening of the tension, though they 
don’t know yet where they stand on 
the pay cut, of government clerks 
has caused a general picking up. 
Some surprises, too. 

But maybe patrons have been try- 
ing to beat the admission tax, that 
roes on tomorrow (Tuesday), by 
getting their pictures in early. They 
take nothing for granted around 
here any more. 

Estimates for This Week 

Columbia (Loew) (1,232; 25-35- 
40)—‘Mystery Ranch’ (Fox). Sec- 
ond week of cut prices. This west- 
ern will be lucky to get $3,000. Last 
week ‘While Paris Sleeps’ (Fox) 
$4,200. 

Earle (Warner) (2,244; 
70)—‘Street of Women’ (WB) and} 
Cliff Edwards on stage. Good busi- 
ness and may ring up another $17,- 
500. Last week ‘Sinners in Sun’ 
(Var), $16,000. 

Fox (Loew) (3,434; 25-35-60)— 
‘Weekends Only’ (Fox) and unit. 
Joan Bennett developing here at b. 
o. Should do $20,000. Last week 
‘Forgotten Commandments’ (Par) 
reached $19,700. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,890; 25-35-50)— 
‘Strangers of Evening’ (Tif). <A 
surprise, near $8,000. Almost $2,000 
over the preceding week with ‘Is 
My Face Red? (Radio), with $6,500. 

Met (Warner) (1,700; 25-35-40- 
60-70)—‘Sky Devils’ (UA). Should 
do nice $6,500. Last week ‘Clara 
Deane’ (Par), $4,000. 

Palace (Loew) (2,363; 35-50-70)— 
‘Thunder Below’ (Par). Will do 
okay, but not up to preceding week, 
since change to straight pictures; 
about $8,500. Last week ‘Merrily 
We Go to Hell, $15,000. 


Just "Nother Summer 
In Montreal Neighbs; 
Loew's $11,500, D’town 


Montreal, June 20. 


Another week of the tropics here 
sent grosses below par. Imperial, 
leased to French Film company, 
opened formally with ‘Reve d’Amour’ 
Saturday (18) to a good house. 

Palace, with ‘Doomed Battalion’ 
(U), can hardly better $10,000. Loew’s 
with ‘Fellow Needs a Friend’ and 
vaude will top the street for $11,500. 

Nabes are down and out, except 
perhaps three or four. Just another 
summer with nothing in sight before 
the fall. His Majesty’s dark indefi- 
nitely. 


Estimates for This Week 
Palace (FP) (2,700; 75), ‘Doomed 
Battalion’ (U). Despite cut to 50c 


up to 7:30 p. m., fans can’t be en- 
ticed these hot nights; $10,000 best 


35-40-60- 








guess. Last week ‘Attorney for De- 
fense’ (Col) scarcely broke same 
figure. 


Capitol (FP) (2,700; 60), ‘Reserved 
for Ladies’ (Par) and ‘Beauty and 
the Boss’ (WB). Nice couple, but 
same conditions here as Palace. 
Maybe $9,000. ‘Rich Always With 
Us’ (WB) and ‘Young America’ 
(Fox) last week $8,500, 

Loew’s (FP) (3,200; 35-60), ‘Fel- 
low Needs a Friend’ (M-G) and 
vaude. Hope for $11,500. Last week 
‘While Paris Sleeps’ (Fox) and 
vaude $11,000. 

Princess (CT) (1,600; 36-60), 
‘White Devil’ (Ind) and ‘Lema Riv- 
ers’ (Tiff). May surprise at $8,000. 
Last week ‘Congress Dances’ (UA) 
and ‘Silver Lining’ (UA) fair $7,000. 

Imperial (French Film) (1,900; 25- 
10), ‘Reve d’Amour’ (French). |} 
Opened under new management Sat- | 
urday (18) and may get up to $3,000. 
Last week ‘Chauve Souris’ (French) 
not better than $2,500. 

Cinema de Paris (Ind) (600; 25 -| 
50), ‘Vacances’ (French). Maybe $1. - 
800. ‘Amour et Discipline’ (French) | 
last week near-flop at $1,500. 





‘Sun Drunk’ to Radio 
Hollywood, June 20. | 
Radio has taken an option on ‘Sun 
Drunk,’ by J. P. McEvoy. 
It was a ‘Liberty’ serial around 
one of those trips to nowhere, 














TOSS BIZ AWAY 
FUR FEW GENTo 


Score of Annie Oakley Rack- 


ets with Small Service 





| 


Into Pass Hounds—Auto- 
mobiles and Refrizerators | 
Among Give-aways in/| 
Cutthroat Competitions 


é 


CIRCUITS INVOLVED 





Los Angeles, June 20. 


Cut-throat tactics of southern 
California picture exhibs have de- 
veloped so widely that concerted | 
action on the part of distributing | 
organizations seems virtually as- | 
sured in the immediate future. 

Chain as well as indie exhibitors | 
alike are so heavily involved in va- 
rious rackets in a desperate attempt | 
to draw patronage that a stopping | 
point must shortly be reached if | 
complete chaos is to be prevented, | 
it is charged. 

A few of the so-called rackets | 
that are being universally employed | 
in the couthern California territory 
include: 


Double feature programs. 

Two-for-one tickets. 

Service charge on ‘free’ admis- 
sions, ranging from 5c¢ to 15¢ a pa- 
tron, and in some cases two admis- 
sions for 25c. 

Half-priced student tickets. 

Free admissions for the general 
public. 

Free ladies’ matinees. 

Free admissions for ladies when 
accompanied by a paid male escort. 

Free kiddie matinees. 

Free admissions with newspaper 
subscriptions. 

Gift nights, with prizes ranging 
from automobiles down to china, 
hams and bacon, 


Service ‘Passes’ 


Hundreds of thousands of passes, 
good for one or two admissions, 
upon which a service charge of 5, 10 
or 15c. is collected per person at the 
boxoffice, have flooded Los Angeles 
in the last few months, with the 
general idea being ‘get them in at 
any price.’ Circus throwaways, 
‘tonighters’ and small pamphlets are 
widely distributed. In some cases 
two-for-one tickets are available 
only at the boxoffice after the cur- 
rent ticket is used. Display adver- 
tising space is freely resorted to in 
an effort to disseminate publicity 
covering these various rackets. 

Double-feature bills have reached 
a point where they may be said to 
be 100%, with the exception of a 
few first-run deluxers. Many of 
these two-feature programs are 
shown for 10 and lic. Slashing of 
boxoffice admissions has reached a 
point where many exhibitors are 
unable to further stand the gaff. 

General policy seems to be to 
knife competitors at any cost. Ex- 
hibs who are flagrantly guilty of 
the worst forms of racketeering are 
loud in yelps when their competitor 
goes them one better. Film dis- 


(Continued on page 17) 


Tacoma Becalmed 








| ing 





Tacoma, June 29. 

Besides everything else its the| 
weather that’s hurting’ now. 

Estimates for This Week 

Orpheum (RKO) (1,500; 25-35-50) | 
—'‘Radio Patrol’ (U), and ‘Love Is 
Racket’ (FN). Split week, vaude 
the same way, for $4,200, fair. Last 
|week ‘Westward Passage’ (Radio), | 
and ‘Secret Witness’ (Col), $3,900. 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (650; 15- 
25)—‘3 Wise Girls’ (Col). Mild $2,- 
}000. Last week ‘Hotel Continental | 
(Sono) around $1,600. 

Rialto (FWC) (1,200; 25-35)—‘De- 
sire Me’ (M-G). Held over two days 
longer, “Thunder Below’ (Par), and 
‘Merrily to Hell’ (Par) in three way! 


split, $2,500, fair. Last week off | 
with ‘Mystery Ranch’ (Fox), and 
| ‘Vivienne Ware’ (Fox), and up with | 


‘Desire Me’ for $3,000. 


| $4,000 steady. 


;on $2,200. 


‘Back Alive’ a B’ way Smash, $42,000: 


‘Winner, Stands 


Out Also, $45,000: 


‘Huddle, Capitol, 4, 000, No Kick 


government tax of 10% on all ad- 
missions over 40c, goes into effect. 
Where the top has been 85c, for in- 
stance, as at the Capitol and Par- 
amount, it will cost patrons 9c more 
from now on. 

Aside from what possible inroads 
the tax may make on boxoffices, 
business is generally up, with out- 
standing takings in a 
spots. 

The Mayfair, where ‘Bring 'Em 
Back Alive’ looks to stay three 
weeks, has indications for a smash- 
$42,000. Record is held by 
‘Frankenstein’ at $53,800, but since 
then the present scale is down. 


LOU’VILLE LOWERS SCALES | 


Loew’s First, Then Strand—Revival 


Weak Only $5,100 
Louisville, June 20. 
Loew's beat the barrier on the 
tax by lowering prices from 25-35- 


50-60 to 15-25-35-40. Prices went 


| into effect with Metro revival week. 


Walter McDowell, 
called to conference; 


manager, Was 
proceedings as 


yet unknown by the other mana- 
gers. 
National picking up with stock | 


company. 
Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s (3,252; 15-25-35-40) Re- 
vival week, four M-G films. Low- 
ered rate but not good at $5,100. 
Last week ‘Sky Devils’ (UA) $8,200. 

Strand (Fourth Ave.) (1,765; 15- 
40) ‘Thunder Below’ (Par). Dropped 
scale with Loew’s and $4,700, fair. 
Last week ‘Merrily We Go to Hal’ 
(Par) $6,700. 

Rialto (Fourth Ave.) 
50) ‘Weekends Only’ 


(2,710; 


(Fox) and 


vaude. Weak at $8,300. Last week 
‘Street of Women’ (WB) $9,200. 
Brown (2,000: 25-35-40) ‘States’ 


Attorney’ 
Last week 
200. 

Alamo (Fourth Ave.) (1,000; 15- 
25) ‘Scandal for Sale’ (U). Poor 
$2,900. Last week ‘Mystery Ranch’ 
(Fox) $3,200 


$14,000 FOR 5TH AVE, 
$6,000 ORPH, SEATTLE 


Seattle, June 20. 

Slight improvement evident this 
week with new prices of admission 
unsettled due to tax. Orpheum and 
Fifth Ave. may raise prices, while 
Music Box drops to 35c top, others 
remaining unchanged. 

Eddie Peabody billed heavily as 
‘coming back to Seattle’ and Or- 
pheum trying its first ‘Opportunity’ 
vaude this week-end. Will hold 
down the overhead, anyhow. 

Convention of Rotarians helping 
all houses. Over 5,000 here. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fifth Ave. (F-WC) (2,300; 25-60) 
—Thunder Below’ (Par) and stage 
show. Liked but Eddie Peabody 
the main reason for $14,000, oke. 
Last week ‘Desire Me’ (M-G) kept 
building to wind up at $13,000, good, 
but 30% below usual Garho gross. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,700; 25-35-50) 
—My Face Is Red’ (Radio) and 
‘Honor of Press’ (Allied). Split 
week for $6,600, fair. Last week 
‘Westward Passage,’ ‘Secret Wit- 
ness,’ $5,200. 

Fox (F-WC) (2,100; 25-35-50)— 
‘Merrily We Go to Hell’ (Par) and 
stage show. Crawford band with 
acts enlivening stage orch.: $5,000 | 
fair. Last week ‘Night Co urt’ (M- 
G) around $4,000. 

Liberty (Jensen-von 
(2.000; 10-15-25)—‘Silver Lining’ 
(UA). First UA here for long time, 
Last week ‘Midnight 
Patrol’ (Shef) $4,200. 

Music Box (Hamrick)— 
for Defense’ (Col). 


(Radio). Fair for $3,800. 
‘Two Seance (FN) $3,- 





‘Attorney 
Near $2,700, 


|slow. Last week ‘So Big’ (WB) fair | 
| for $2,900, 

| Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (950; 15- 

25)—‘Love Is Racket’ (FN). Fair 


Last week 
(Col), $2,000. 

Coliseum (F-WC) (1,300; 15-30- 
50)—Desire Me’ (M-G). For six 
days, $2,300, okay. 


‘Big Timer’ 
s 





Lazarus’ Renewal 
Hollywood, June 209. 
Jeff Lazarus, one of B. P. Schul- 
berg’s assistants, has had contract 
‘renewed for nine months. 


couple of | 


35- | 


Herberg) 


Charges Turning Patrons | Effective today (Tuesday) the| Came within $100 of ‘Frank’s’ open- 


ing any’ s business 

| Elaborate animated 
on ‘Bring 'Em’ instantly created at- 
tention on picture’s debut. Front 
cost a reported $6,000, with about a 
dozen muggs in RKO taking credit 
for it. Unquestionably it’s box of- 
fice, topping anything Broadway has 
; seen in a plenty long time. 

‘Back Alive’ is running date and 
date at Albee, Brooklyn, Frank Buck 
doubling between both houses on 
personal appearances. It's grabbing 
big coin in Brooklyn, also. On top 
of the Mayfair run, RKO may place 
it into the Cameo for as long as it 
can float over the low nut there. 

The other grossing outstander this 
week is Cagney’s latest, ‘Winner 
Take All,’ to a wow $45,000, tremen- 
dous for the Strand. Warners may 
make this the run house for ‘A’ 
product, reducing the Winter Gar- 
den to a weekly changer. Cagney 
pic will hold over. 

‘Huddle’ (M-G) at the Capitol, in 
company with ‘Rio Rita, stage tab, 
is holding up that de luxer pret- 
| tily, with $61,000 in sight and even 
chances of bettering that. 
| Paramount, with Paul Whiteman 
| believed shouldering majority of the 
draw against weakness of the pic- 
ture, “Thunder Below,’ won't top 
$50,000, while the Roxy, with its 
holdover of the ‘Friars Frolic,’ looks 
like a headlong fall to $35,000, pos- 
| sibly a little above. 

Warners’ ‘Dark Horse’ is main- 
taining b. o. stamina. Should get 
$27,000 on its second week, making 
it certain for a third at least. 

The Rivoli continues in low gear, 
its pace down to a crawl. Second 
week of ‘Doomed Battalion’ possibly 
| $12,000, poor. Picture goes out either 
Thursday (23) or Saturday (26), 
‘Aren't We All?’ coming in. 

‘Scarface,’ at the sister Rialto, in- 
clines to around $15,000, its depar- 
| Sure date still uncertain. ‘Freaks’ 
|is on the Publix booking schedule 
ito open here July 7 but these are 
always subject to change. 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (1,012; $1-2)—Grand HoteF 
(M-G) (10th week). The new ad- 
mish tax will be heaviest felt here, 
the soak being 20c on each $2 ticket. 
That may have effect on trimming 
down the gross or place the cheaper 
baicony seats in even greater de- 
mand than now. 


house front 





Capitol (5,000; 25-85-$1.50)—< 
‘Huddle’ (M-G) and stage show. 
‘Rio Rita.’ condensed, is on the 


stage, the first show of its kind for 
this house, credited largely for the 
$61,000 pace rather than feature, 
Last week, second of ‘As You Desire 
Me’ (M-G), $54,000, good. 

Mayfair (2,200; 35-65-85-$1) — 
‘Bring ’Em Back Alive’ (Radio), 
$42,000 take exceptionally high, in- 
suring animal picture of probable 
three weeks’ stay. Last week, ‘Is 
My Iace Red?’ (Radio) a weak $10,- 
500. 

Paramount 





(3,664: 40-65 -85)— 
‘Thunder Below’ (Par) and stage 
show. Paul Whiteman doing most 
of drawing and responsible for hold- 
ing house to at least $50,000, fairly 
g00d; word of mouth on picture 
hurting. ‘Merrily We Go to Hell’ 
(Par) last week proved value of 
stage show; held down to $50,800. 

Rialto (2,000; 45-65-85) —‘Scar- 
face’ (UA) (5th week). Probably 
$15,000 for its fifth week, a profit 
for house. Previous week $18,300, 
okay. 

Rivoli (2,200: 40-65-85-$1) — 
‘Dcomed Battalion’ (U) (2d week). 
This. its final week, a bloomer $12,- 
000 indicated. Not anywhere near a 
draw here; goes out either Thurs- 
|day (23) or Saturday (25), ‘Aren’t 
i We AI (Par) coming in. Initial 
seven days ‘Battalion’ only $16,500, 

Roxy (6,200: 50-75-$1.50). ‘Week- 
j}ends Only’ (Fox) and stage show. 
| Holdover of ‘Friars Frolic,’ adver- 
| tised as second edition, with guest 
stars, ete., plus lacklustre draw of 
| feature, not raking in the coin: pos- 
sibly $35,000. First week ‘Frolic,’ 
plus ‘Society Girl’ (Fox) oke $63,500, 

Strand (2,900: 35-50-75-$1.50). 
‘Winner Take All’ (WB). A 6ensa- 
| tional business-getter; $45,000 first 





week makes holdover certain, with 
a third week very likely. Cagney’s 
New York draw again asserting 
itsef. Last week ‘Love Is a Racket 
| (WB) disappointing $14,000 
| Winter Garden (1,418; 35-65-85— 
$1). ‘Dark Horse’ (FN) (2d week). 
Pienty box-office spunk i. this one; 
at $27,009 its grip isn't loosening 


| more than normally, Did $32,200 om 
iinitial seven days, 
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.and vaude headed by Larry Rich. 
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CANTOR PULLS 
OK $40,000 IN 
FRISCO 


San Francisco. June 20. 


In bad spots this week are War- | 
ners, with ‘Weekend Marriage,’ and 
United Artists, with ‘County Fair,’ 
each coming uncomfortably close to 
records for low grosses. If Warner 


; | 
strikes a bad $3,000 on the marriage 


Faced with 
picked up 


will be lucky. 


shortage, U. A. 


film it 
product 
the indie ‘County Fair.’ 

Eddie Cantor in person is drawing 
for the Fox. House should go to a} 
high $40,000. 

RKO’s pair continuing healthily. 
Golden Gate, after best proportion- 
ate gross in town last week, doing 
okay this stanza with stage show 
policy and ‘Roadhouse Murder’ on 
Orph holding up with ‘At- 
torney for the Defense’ and vaude | 
headed by Larry Rich, though units | 
like Rich’s and Bill Robinson’s are 
more presentation than yaude. 

Garbo holding over for a third at 
Paramount. House isn’t actually 
plugging this one as Garbo’s last 
film, but unless both eyes are wide 
open this impression can be gained. 

Lack of product may force United 
Artists to shutter its local house for 
atime. Fa@usc had Universal’s Tom 
Mix last week, and currently has 
Monozgram’s ‘County Fair’ with 
Ufa’s ‘Congress Dances’ slated for 
next week, but nothing to follow. 

Provided Warners are unsuccess- 
ful in present negotiations with 
landlords to lower rent that theatre 
also may darken. To do so would 
require a 45-day notice to landlord. 
U. A. management would like to buy 
the WB product that would be 
thrown on the market by closing of 
the Warner house, and has been 
talking up such a proposition, but 
with nothing final. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (5,000; 35-65)——‘Merrily We 
Go to Hell’ (Par) and Eddie Cantor 
in person. Cantor the sole draw 
and responsible for the big $40,000. 
Last week ‘Society Girl’ (Fox) and 
Ruth Roland on stage pulled bet- 
ter than average $26,500. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,270; 35- 
60)—‘Roadhouse Murder’ (Radio) 
and stage show. House booming 
right along and mebbe_ $12,500. 
‘Westward Pazsage’ (Radio) got 
$14,000 last week,. more than in 
many months. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,300; 35-60)— 
‘Attorney for the Defense’ (Radio) 





screen. 


Up to $12,000, which is a grand over 
‘Strangers of the Evening’ and Bill 
Robinson last week. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,70¢; 35-60)— 
‘As You Desire Me’ (M-G) (3d and 
last week). Plenty femme biz hold- 
ing it up to okay $10,000, while 
second week got a bit over $11,000. 

United Artists (1,200; 35-40-60)— 
‘County Fair’ (Monogram). Noth- 
ing special and $5,000, poor. ‘Des- 
tiny Rides Again’ (U) did poorly 
with $6,000 last week. 

Warfield (Fox) (2,672; 35-60)— 
‘Mystery Ranch’ (Fox) and stage 
show with Rube Wolf. About $16,- 
000, fair. Last week ‘Feller Needs 
a Friend’ (M-G) $19,000. 

Warners (1,365; 35-50-60) — 
*Week-end Marriage’ (WB). One of 
those ‘so-what’ things and $3,000, 
very bad. Second week of ‘Tender- 
foot’ (WB) nice at $8,000. 








Providence, June 20. 





Business generally fair in all 
quarters except at the Albee, 
where vaude is spurting ‘Vanity 


Fair’ to lead the town. Paramount 
fand Tallulah Bankhead will have 
| the next best gross in town. 

| Bad weather all last week helped, 
| but Ringling circus gave show biz 
|an awful wallop when it took nearly 
$60,000 in one day despite rain. 

For the current week stands have 
another circus to fight as well as 
some big outdoor attractions at the 
two leading amusement parks. 


the major theatres will shut down 
within a week because of lack of 
pictures. 

Estimates for This Week 
RKO Albee (2,300; 15-50-60) 
‘Vanity Fair’ (Allied) and vaude. 
‘The Ingenues,’ all-girl band, re- 
sponsible for putting this one in the 
lead. Business holding up, and 
house should see $9,000, pretty good. 


Last week ‘Westward Passage’ 
(Radio) $9,800 because of stage 
show. 


Fay’s (2,000; 15-50)—‘Heart of N. 
Y.’ (WB) and ‘Racetrack’ (World 
Wide). Will be another ache. Not 
over $3,800, bad. Last week ‘Con- 
gress Dances’ (UA) and ‘Mystery 
Ranch,’ also poor at $4,000. Straight 
films not gettirg over in former 
vaudfilm house, and policy may 
change. 

Loew’s State (3,800; 15-50-75)— 
‘Revival Week’ with ‘Poss-ssed’ (M- 
G);‘ Let Us Be Gay’ (M-G); ‘Hell 
Divers’ (M-G); ‘Madelon Claudet’ 
(M-G) and ‘Beau Hunks’ (M-G) on 
a two-day basis. Won't see over 
$8,000, fair. Last week ‘New Mor- 
als’ (M-G) only $8,100. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 15-50)— 
‘Tenderfoot’ (FN) and ‘Molly Lou- 
vain’ (WB), a fair $7,200. Last week 
‘Society Girl’ (Fox) and ‘Strangers 
of Evening’ (Tiff), $7,500. 

Paramount (2,200; 15-50)—‘Thun- 
der Below’ (Par). Bankhead has 
enough draw to bring $7.000, pro- 
viding breaks are right. Last week 
‘Merrily We Go to Hell’ (Par), very 
good, $8,600. 

RKO Victory (1,600; 10-30)—‘Sun- 
set Trail’ (Tiff) and ‘Dragnet Pa- 
trol’ (Action). House spurting on 
strength of fairly good exploitation 
designed to bring in kids. Will sce 
at least $1,800, not bad. Last week 
‘Shop Angel’ (Tower) and ‘Arm of 
Law’ (Artclass), $1,400. 


‘Bring "Em Back’ Is 
Lifting B’klyn Albee 
To a Swell $30,000 


Brooklyn, June 20. 

Cool weather an aid, with the Al- 
bee and Metropolitan in favor. Par- 
amount launching a new house per- 
sonality, Ed Lowry and oke. 

Sex show, with ‘living models,’ in 
place of burlesque at Werba’s. 

Estimates for This Week 

Paramount (4,200; 25-35-50-75-85) 
—‘Thunder Below’ (Par) and stage 
show. Ed Lowry, new m. c., bally- 
hooed over picture, and liked. “Veek 
headed for good $38,000. Last week 
‘Merrily We Go to Hell’ and tab, 
‘Rhapsody in Black,’ nice $39,900. 

Aibee (3,500; 25435-50-75)—‘Bring 
’Em Back Alive’ (Radio) and vaude. 
Real circus front and exploitation, 
and trade indicates holdover with a 
fine $30,000. Outdrawing anything 
house has had recently. Last week 
fair with ‘Is My Face Red?’ $15,500. 

Met (2,800; 25-35-50-65)—‘Desire 
Me’ (M-G) and vaude. Pulling 
heavily with excellent $24,000 in 
offing. Last week fair with ‘Night 
Court’ (M-G) at $18,500. 











‘Thunder’ Fair $8,500 in 
Ball Crazy Columbus 


Columbus, June 20. 

Reopening of the Broad at 25 
cents, plus the reduction of prices 
at both the Ohio and the Palace, 35 
cents top, has brought on what is 
locally termed a _ theatre battle. 
Handsome treatment of all films by 
reviewers may help some this week, 
although town has gone baseball 
crazy. 

Estimates for This Week 

Ohio (Loew-UA) (3,000; 20-35)— 
*Thunder Below’ (Par). Given big- 
gest buildup in months and good for 
fair $8,500. Last week ‘Merrily We 
Go to Hell’ (Par); a nice $9,700. 





Palace (RKO) (3,074; 20-35)— 
‘Attorney for Defense’ (Col). Given 
break by critics and should hit 


$5,000. Last week ‘Molly Louvain’ 
(FN) not so forte, $4,000. 

Broad (Loew-UA) (2,500: 15-25) 
—Man About Town’ (Fox). Re- 
opened after being closed two weeks 


with prices slashed in half. Fair 
$3.500 in sight. 
Grand (Neth) (1,100; 15-35)— 


Terguson Case’ (WB). No better 
than light $3,000. Last week ‘Tough 
to Be Famous’ (FN) good $4,300. 

Majestic (RKO) (1,100; 15-25)— 
‘Strangers of Evening.’ Just aver- 
age at $2,500. Last week 
Rivers’ fair $2,800, 


‘Lena | his 


Fox (4,000; (25-35-50)—Strangers 
of Evening’ (Tiff) and stage show. 
Little interest. Competition too 
strong this week, with little more 
than a meagre $12,000 expected. 
Last week ‘Society Girl,’ playing 
day and date with Roxy, N. Y., for 
first time, $15,000. House still oper- 
ating under notices. 

Strand (2,000; 25-35-50)—‘Street 
of Women’ (FN). Should do fair 
$12,000. Last week same with ‘Two 
Seconds’ (FN). 


43 COAST ONE-NIGHTERS 
FOR ‘GRAND HOTEL’ ON 7 


Los Angeles, June 20. 

Metro plans to milk Coast ter- 
ritory dry on ‘Grand Hotel.’ To 
that end it will send out June 29 
a number of one night stand units 
to play the smaller towns along the 
|Coast from Arizona to northern 
| Montana and Washington. Will not 
freed more than three days in any 
| one spot with Phoenix first stand 
at $1.50 top. 
| There are 43 towns to be played 
;on a 50-50 basis. 

















| 
Furthman Cleans Up 
| Hollywood, June 20. 


original 
4 Fox and is now off that lot. 


ALBEE’S $9,000 CHANCE; 
REVIVAL WEEK FAIR 


story assignment at 


Circus and Tax Among 


New Haven, June 20. 

Circus In town cramped several 
opening nights. 

Local interest in Barney Rapp’s 
band at the Paramount brought big- 
gest weekend in several. 

Managers worried that the new 
tax will dent grosses. 

Possibility that Paramount (only 
stage show in town) will go sound 
when Harry Arthur takes over ope- 
ration in July. 

Estimates for This Week 

Paramount (Publix) (2,353; 





35- 


|Town is hearing talk that one of | 65), ‘Merrily We Go to Hell’ (Par), 


unit and Barney Rapp band; $14,000, 
okay. Last week ‘Forgotten Com- 
mandments’ and unit $9,100, poor. 

Poli (Arthur) (3,040; 35-50), ‘Week 

| Ends Only’ (Fox) and ‘Radio Patrol’ 
(RKO). Set for moderate $7,500. 
Last week ‘Man About Town’ (Fox) 
and ‘Society Girl’ (Fox) were quiet 
at $7,000. 
Roger Sherman (WB) (2,200; 35- 
50), ‘Week End Marriage’ (WB) and 
‘Ferguson Case’ (WB). Regardless 
of weekly bill, this house seems to 
have limit of $4,500 these days. ‘This 
figure taken last week by “Two Sec- 
onds’ (WB) and ‘Man Wanted’ 
(WB) and probably repeats cur- 
rently. 

College (Arthur) (1,565; 35-50), 
‘Congress Dances’ (UA) and ‘Mys- 
tery Ranch.’ May catch mild $2,- 
000. Last week ‘Bachelor’s Folly’ 
carried on alone for a weak $1,860 
after lifting of ‘Midnight Patrol.’ 


GIVEAWAYS DET. AID; 
MICH. UPS TO $26,000 


Detroit, June 20. 


Four first run houses remaining 
open are week stands with a total 
absence of run houses changing the 
local complexion. Patrons who 
needed more time to get to see a 
picture now have to exercise their 
judgment during the first week. 
Advertising must be directed along 
the ‘now’ angle. 

Outstanding merchandising item 
to crop up in recent years is the 
give-away, with these responsible 
for outstanding business at some 
houses. This week Publix stages 
a give-away night at all its houses, 
giving away two cars. Houses to 
benefit mostly are Michigan and 
Fisher. Means an extra $2,000 to 
the Michigan and $1,000 to the 
Fisher. 

‘Scandals Stars’ in person will 
bring more money in six days at 
the Michigan at 75c. top than the 
entire ‘Scandals’ show brought at 
the State at a $3 top, including 
some two-for-ones. With the 
Howard Bros. missing. 

Estimates for This Week 

Michigan (4,045; 15-35-60-75)— 
‘Thunder Below’ (Par), and ‘Secan- 
dals Stars,’ Rudy Vallee, Ray Bol- 
ger, Joan Abbott. Fair $26,000. Last 
week ‘Merrily We Go to Hell’ plus 
support by Dorothy Mackaill in per- 
son. Got a nice $28,100. 

Fox (5,100; 15-25-50)—‘Week- 
Ends Only’ (Fox), and stage show. 
Fair $19,000. Last week ‘Fast Com- 
panions’ (U) and Betty Compson 
in person together did a nice $18,- 
000. 

Fisher (2,665; 15-35-50-75)—‘Love 
Is a Racket’ (WB) and stage show. 
$13,000, up a little. Last week 
‘Street of Women’ and stage show 
mediocre combo and thus $11,900. 

Downtown (2,750; 15-25-50)— 
‘Racetrack’ (Tiff), poor $5,000. Last 
week ‘Westward Passage’ (Radio) 
made a little money at $7,500. 


Slashed Scales Don’t Excite 
Indpls.; ‘Thunder’ $11,000 


Indianapolis, June 20. 

Slashed prices at downtown 
houses don’t seem tq cause any 
great excitement. Biz still fair to 
middling. Lyric, home of vaude, 
has not as yet reduced prices. 
Loew, Apollo and both Publix 
houses—Indiana and _  Circle—are 
down to 25c and 35c. Each is 
scratching for biz, esnecially Ap- 
pollo, now giving free parking down 
town in a garage. 

Next week Palace will replay four 
pictures used in the past few 
months, all hits, and all selected by 
popular vote in the house. They 
are ‘Possessed,’ ‘Hell Divers,’ ‘Let 
Us Be Gay’ and ‘Sin of Madelon 
Claudet.’ House this week, besides 
using ‘New Morals for Old,’ is 
showing special ‘Alice in Wonder- 
land’ in the mornings for children. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (Fourth Ave.) (1,100; 25- 
| 35), ‘Week Ends Only’ (Fox) setting 
nice pace and leaning toward $4,500. 
Last week ‘Street of Women’ (WB) 
hit that figure due to pull of Kay 
Francis, former local stock fav. 

Circle (Skouras-Publix) (2,600; 
25-35), ‘State’s Attorney’ (Radio) 
|should help this house boost its 














Charles Furthman has completed |average. May get $3,500, fair. Last 


week ‘Week-End Bride’ (FN) a 
| jittle better than average and land- 


New Haven’s Worries 


‘THUNDER’-‘DESIRE’ PACE 
P’TLAND, $5,000-$15,000 


Portland, Ore., June 20. 

Thermometer running for an 
Olympic high mark and p. a.’s dou- 
bling exploitation to meet summer 
competish of cheap cars and expen- 
sive gasoline. But three good pic- 
tures clicking currently despite the 
odds, 

Fox-Paramount leads with ‘Desire 
Me.’ Oriental doing well with 
‘Street of Women’ and Fox-United 
Artists way above average with 
‘Thunder Below.’ 

Fox-Portland will keep the Broad- 
way dark all summer, but will re- 
open ine Music Box, on which Ham- 
rick rélinquished lease. Frank Lacey 
gers te the Music Box, with Jack 
Gault taking over the Fox-Rialto. 
Both houses will be first run grinds. 
El Capitan, legit stock house, stays 
dark. Walter Seigfried opened his 
Dufwin Players at the Studio. Small 
house seats 400 at 50-cent top nites 
and 25c mats. Venture has the low- 
est b. o. possibilities of any legit 
stock showing here in years, but 
shows likelihood of getting by. 
Burg had its civic Rose Festival 
last week-end, which helped the 
grosses some with influx of visitors. 

Estimates for This Weck 
Paramount (Fox-Portland) (3,000; 
25-60)—‘Desire Me’ (M-G) and F-M 
unit. Clicking for strong results 
and should go to $15,000. Last week 
‘Merrily We Go to Hell’ (Par) $13,- 
500. 





Orpheum (RKO) (2,000; 25-35)— 
‘High Speed’ (Col). Four days and 
opened new five-act policy. Fairly 


at $3,000. ‘Big Times’ (Col) eur- 
rently for three days in line for $2,- 
500, poor. 
United Artists (Fox-Portland) 
(1,000; 25-35)—‘Thunder Below’ 
(Par). Getting results and should 
boost above $5,000. Last week ‘Clara 
Deane’ (Par) only $3,800. 

Oriental (Hamrick) (2,500; 25-35) 
—Street of Women’ (WB). Doing 
fairly, $4,500. Last week ‘Attorney 
for Defense’ (Col) $4,000. 


Producers Adamant 
Against Footing Bill - 
For Shrine Pageant 


Hollywood, June 20. 

With heavy pressure’ brought 
from various sources to have the 
picture industry furnish an electrical 
pageant for the annual convention 
of the Shrine to be held in San 
Francisco July 25, the Producers’ 
Association is sticking fast to the 
refusal it made several months ago. 
It would entail an expenditure of 
$40,000 by them. 

Assn. said it will furnish the 
floats and people wanted, if avail- 
able, providing the Shrine foots the 
entire bill. Latter have had vari- 
ous emissaries here during past few 
weeks but could not stir producers 
from their stand. W. M. Coffman 
is due here this week to try again 
; and if association continues to stand 
pat he will make requests on in- 
dividual producers for the show. 


107-115 IN SHADE UPS 
BIZ IN ARID ARIZONA 


Phoenix, June 20. 

With the mercury hitting the 107- 
degree mark, local theatre managers 
are beginning to wear smiles once 
again. 

Matinee business is up. Warm 
nights also drive more patrons into 
the house. 

But Phoenicians don’t think it’s 
hot until it’s 115. 


Three From Goldwyn 


Hollywood, June 20. 
United Artists will get only three 
pictures from Sam Goldwyn this 
year. 
Goldwyn will do twe with Ronald 
Colman and Eddie Cantor’s ‘Kid 
from Spain.’ 























ed at $3,800. House continuing pol- 
icy of showing old and new pic- 
tures on opening night (Friday). 

Indiana (Skouras-Publix) (3,300; 
25-35), ‘Thunder Below’ (Par) may 
bring gross up to $11,000, but will 
have to climb. Last week ‘Ten- 
derfoot’ (FN) got around $13,000 at 
high prices. No stage units booked 
yet, but management is seeking 
some for summer. 

Lyric (4th Ave.) (2,600; 
50), ‘Night World’ (U) 
Around $9,000, good. Last week 
‘Mystery Ranch’ (Fox) aided by 
Jim and Walt, radio team, reaped 
$8,900. This week will be helped 
considerably by parents of about 
200 children in dance revue. 

Palace (Loew) (2,800; 25-35), 
‘New Morals for Old’ (M-G) started 
good and tends toward $8,000. Last 
week ‘When a Feller Needs a 
i) Friend’ (M-G) around $8,500, 


25-35- 
and vaude. 








$9,000 for Stage 
Experiment with 
Heidt in Balto 


Baltimore, June 20. 
The musicians are still on tap at 
both the Century and the Hippo- 
drome. They may go out early in 
July. Keith's, the third downtown 
house involved in the musician- 
manager fight, is not returning to 
the combo policy. Filling the stage 
show left by the yanking of 

the orchestra is Jesse Crawford. 
Despite the continuance of music 


hole 


on the hoof at the Century, the 
b.o. scale has been pared. A half 
a buck is the top these humid 


nights, dime saving to the fans, 
This also goes for the non-orches-= 
tra Stanley. The combo Hipp says 
nothing, but Keith’s has cut the 
week-night top to 40c., retaining 
the old half-dollar for week-ends 
and Sundays. 

Running counter to the general 
talk of no-orchestra bills, the New 
is exhibiting Horace Heidt and his 
Californians, This house is almost 
next door to the now stageless 
Keith’s. That’s probably the an- 
swer. ‘ 

The b.o. sensation locally is ‘Ras- 
putin’ at the cameo Europa. Now 
in third consecutive week and going 
strong. Lillian Roth is at the Hipp. 
‘Reserved for Ladies’ at the Cen- 
tury is topping the other Loew 
houses. 


Estimates for This Week 
Century (Loew, United Artists) 
(3,200; 25-50), ‘Reserved for Ladies’ 
(Par). Title and L@slie Howard 
aiding in femme draw. Benny 
Davis and troupe on. stage, Going 
to better $19,000. Last week ‘New 
Morals for Old’ and vaude failed 
to draw heavily. Lack of outsiand- 
ing names a reason. Weather hot, 
Low gross at $16,500. 


Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,500: 


25-50), ‘Young Bride’ (RKO) and 
vaude. Lillian Roth heading stage 


show and bigger lure than picture. 
Going to a good $11,000. Last week 
“Westward Passage’ (Radio) and 
vaude not so forte at $9,500. 
Keith’s (Schanbergers) (2,500; 25- 
40), ‘Thunder Below’ (Par) and 
Jesse Crawford (organ). House 
sticking to no vaude-no musicians 
Policy. Scale down a dime, except 
on Satdees, Sundays and holidays. 
This week Satisfactory $7,000. Last 
week ‘Strange Case of Clara Deane’ 
not so big at $6,000. 

New (Mechanic) (1,800: 25-50), 
‘Monte Carlo Madness’ and vaude, 
New policy at this house. An ex- 
periment and if it clicks chances 
are vaude will be continued. Heidt 
and Californians on stage current. 
Picture secondary. Will go to 
$9,000. Last week ‘Woman.in Room 
13’ (Fox) below par at $5,000. 

Rivoli (Clyde McKay). ‘No 
Greater Love’ (Col). Character 
study picture going to a good $3,500. 
a week ‘Sky Devils’ okay at $2,< 

Stanley (Loew, United Artists) 

(3,600; 25-50). ‘Love Is a Racket’ 
(FN). Feature film boistered by 
Laurel and Hardy short. Going 
pretty fair at $17,000. Last week 
‘Merrily We Go to Hell’ (Par) sat- 
isfactory at $18,400. 
. Parkway (Loew, United Artists) 
(1,000; 25-35), ‘As You Desire Me’ 
(M-G). Garbo okay at this select 
uptown stand. While she wasn’t a 
b.o. smash at the Stanley, doing 
relatively better here, $4,500. Last 
week ‘Huddle’ (M-G) surprised 
with $4,100, much better than made 
downtown. 

Valencia (Loew, United Artists) 
(1,200; 25-35), ‘As You Desire Me’ 
(M-G). Day-and-dated with Park- 
way. Pretty good at $2,000. Last 
week ‘Huddle’ (M-G) fair at $2,400. 


COL.’S 5 EXPLOITEERS 
TO BALLYHOO FOR B. 0. 


Going out to try to build up its 
pictures at the boxoffice, particu- 
larly on percentage engagements, 
Columbia has spotted seven men on 
special exploitation, five of them to 
remain permanently in the field. 
These are Morris Cohen, upstate 
New York; Murray Pennock, west 
coast; Ted Toddy, south; Jack 
Thoma, middie west, and John Cur- 
ran, New England. 

Al Gerves, who is attached to the 





| home office, becomes a special rep- 


resentative on eastern engagements, 


while Fred Marshall assumes na- 
tional tieups., 
Heath Cobb steps up under 


George Brown as manager of ex- 


ploitation, while Robert Sidman 
has been added to the radio de- 
partment, functioning as contact 





,;With the broadcasting field. 
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Charlotte Susa for 
Metro Makes 3d Ufa 
Star to Go to H’wood 


Berlin, June 20. 
Metro has consummated a long- 
term contract with Charlotte Susa, 
Ufa star, who leaves for Hollywood 


the end of July, when her contracts | 


here are finished. 

Miss Susa is generally conceded 
to be one of the most beautiful ac- 
tresses in German films, although 
she’s built along generous lines and 
heavier than most American ac- 
tresses. 

Makes the third Ufa femme star 
to go Hollywood in the past few 
months, Sam Goldwyn having taken 
Anna Sten and Fox Lilian Harvey. 


wommnes® “amass 


CHILEAN FILM EMBARGO 
HALTS ALL U.S. TRADE 


Au @,. 3. 





film companies have 
stopped shipment of pictures to 
Chile, with notice going to the 
U. S. trade representatives in that 
country that no further. business 
will be done there until an accept- 
able plan for negotiating with an 
assurance of monetary return is 
evolved. 

For the past nine months VU. S. 
firms have been forced to keep all 
money they earned in Chile stored 
in Chilean banks. This money, 
from reports in New York, has 
been seized by the Chilean govern- 
ment, although with an assurance 
that it wilk be returned at some 
future date. 

There has been no concerted ac- 
tion by U. 8S. film companies on 
the Chilean situation, although all 
the companies are handling the 
thing in the same way. With the 
revolution there still turbulent and 
Mo accurate account of conditions 
available belief is that the only ac- 
tion possible is to stop all business 
and wait “or developments, 

United States government is 
keeping in touch with the Hays of- 
fice and other American business 
representatives in an attempt to 
facilitate business relations, 


Italy Picks Photo Gallery 
Of Film Star Doubles 


Rome, June 9. 

Some months ago the Fascist 
Photographers’ Committee, in con- 
junction with the Facist Federation 
and the Cines of Rome, started a 
competition open to all. 

The scheme was every photograph 
had to be registered and a copy 
sent to Rome, where a special com- 
mittee examined the collection and 
proposed certain probable types to 
be tried out by the Cines. 

Out of tons of pasteboard, seven 
Bubjects have been chosen and are 
now being put through preparation 
for future pictures. An Italian 
weekly has published the names and 
photos of the winners, with a note 
or the type they are supposed to 
represent: 

Elsa Giorci Alberti, 
first magnitude. 

Giovanna Spessot, between Lupe 
Velez and Leatrice Joy. 

Luisa Malagoli, similar to Renee 
Adoree. 

Aldo Pedrotti, Robert Montgom- 
ery. 

Marcello Pelati, Paul Lukas. 

Giovanni Savoldello, for tropical 
drama. 

Dina Roscio, competitor to Mitzi 
Green. 





star of the 





Habitual Import 


Hollywood, June 20, 

First arrival of the foreigners 
{mported for Fox Spanish pictures 
is Lopez Rubio, writer. He got in 
last week from Spain, where he was 
contracted by John Stone, 

Rubio was previously here for 
Metro and I’ox. 





U. A. Italian Rep. Renews 
Mario Luporini, Italian represen- 
tative for United Artists, is in New 
York for a couple weeks. 
Luporini will sign new contracts 
With U. A. while here and discuss 
future handling of films for his 


territory. 5. 


Mexico States Punish 
Exhibs Who Go Broke: 


Mexico City, June 20. 


es 





Radical confiscatory laws enacted | 
by Hidalgo and Vera Cruz states 
have confronted owners and wees 


ators of theatres and cinemas in} 
those commonwealths with a prob- 
lem. 


trial, 


Laws provide that all indus- 
and 
enterprises are subject to expropri- 


commercial agricultural 


| 
ation for suspensions of activities 
or bankruptcies when the proprietors 
cannot give a good alibi for 


broke; 


going 
for cutting working person- 
nel and salaries; accidents result- 
negligence, 


materials, 


ing from. proprietors’ 


and for using bad raw 


bad administration, faulty installa- 
tions which proprietors refuse to 
remedy in accord with modern tech- 
nical equipment, 

Show circles here opine that in 
view of general disgust wilh Such 
measures throughout Mexico they 
will be repealed or at least greatly 
modified. Pointed out that these 
local laws have harmed Mexican 
commerce, result of which is in- 
creasing dollar's value here to 
around four to one against peso, 
when normal ratio is two to one, 
inducing many firms in the United 
States to adopt a strictly cash pol- 
icy respecting customers in Mexico 
who formerly enjoyed abundant 
credit. 


GERMAN FILM FOR N. Y. 
STAGE, THEN PICTURE 


John Krimsky, president of Play- 
choice, a  best-play-of-the-month 
group, has bought American rights | 
to ‘Maedchen im Uniform’ (Green- 
baum). It’s a sexy German film 
dealing with girls in a boarding 
school and is having considerable 
b. o. pull in Paris, Berlin and Lon- 
don. 

Krimsky’s idea is to turn it into 
a play for New York showing, then 
selling the film rights to an Ameri- 
can company for reshooting in Eng- 








‘CANADA MORE LIBERAL 





lish, Paramount supposedly inter- 
ested, 





One-Man Censor Board 
To Act for All Mexico 


Mexico City, June 16, 


Federal government has made film 
censorship national with appoint- 
ment of committee of one for this 
purpose. He is Rafael Perez Tay- 
lor, chief clerk of the State De- 
partment, 

His job is to act as umpire con- 
cerning all films civic and state 
censorship boards object to. Ob- 
ject is to make certain that pictures 
which slight not only Mexico but} 
other friendly nations wi'l receive 
a blanket ban for the entire coun- 
try. 





Jailed as Terrorist 


Mexico City, June 20. 

Extortion plot against local Metro 
agency, coupled with which was at- 
tempt to burn Teatro Monumental, 
down-town second run house ,which 
has accommodations for 1,000 was 
nipped with jailing of Eduardo 
Lascano Vaca, 23, police announce. 

According to police headquarters, 
Vaca, who lost his job as a packer 
in the agency’s warehouses several 





weeks ago, figured out a proposition 
for attempting to extort $1,200 from 
company under threat of ua | 
aticaly disrupting performance by 
spraying tear gas in cinemas ex- 
hibiting Metro pictures. 

Cops decare that Vaca has con- 
fessed. They say he explained that 
he was sore because company was 
so rich while he was jobless, and 
concocted the ‘black hand’ scheme 
to shake them down. 


BERLIN LIKES ‘DESTRY’ 
Berlin, June 20. 
Tom Mix’s new picture, ‘Destry 
Rides Again’ (U) got a friendly re- 
ception here by both press and pub- 





lic. 
Good summer business 
}pected for the film 





ts oot 





EAMANY'S NEW 
LAW ON JULY 4 


Point Blank Stand Against 
Alien Dubbing—All Dub- 
bing in Germany or None 
at All—35 Kontingents of | 
125 Quota Imports for | 
Politics—May Close Ger-| 
many to U. S. Producers | 


— Anti-German. Films | 
Slapped 


| 
| 


WORSE THAN FRENCH | 


Berlin, June 20. | 
Germany has finally completed its, 


| new quota law, to be published and 


enacted by an emergency decree) 
July 1. As expected, and despite 
threats of American filmers to quit} 
the German market,.the bill is even| 
tougher, from an American stand-| 
point, than the recently announced 
French quota bill. 


Both bills take a point blank stand | 


against dubbed product and both 
definitely bar out of the country 
films dubbed abroad. Both go into 
effect the same day. 

Result is that the American com- 


panies must dub French pictures} 
in France and German pictures in| 
Germany, or give up the idea of} 


making multi-linguals. 

Total number of imported pictures 
permitted into Germany under the 
new law is 125, 35 of that number 
of kontingents, however, being re- 
served for the Ministry of the In- 
terior for political purposes. Means 

(Continued on page 46) 





ON ALIEN NEWSREELS 


American newsreels will get a 
better play in Canada from now on 
than they have been getting in 
some years, Ontario censor regu- 
lations as regards the reels has 
been: amended and changed to 
lighten things. 

Under the previous regulations, 
40% of the newsreels had to be on 
British. matters. New regulation 
calls for 25% Canadian matter, in 
which may be included British sub- 
jects. 


Far Afield for Par 


George Weltner, assistant to J. 
H. Seidelman, Paramount foreign 
chief, sailed for the U. S. from Ma- 
nila Saturday (18), after a four- 
month survey of Japan, China and 
the Far East. 

Same day G CC. Margon, in 
charge of the South American di- | 
vision for Par, left New York for 
the Caribbean Islands. He'll make 
a survey of current conditions in 
Cuba, Jamaica, Panama and near- 
by territories. 

Eugene Schosberg has been 
named Margon's assistant and will) 
be in charge of the h.o. work for 
the next couple of weeks. 

Sam Seidelman, assistant man- 
ager of Paramount for Mexico and 
brother of Joe, is in New York for 
a look-see, 


Arthur’s Round Trip | 


London, June 29. 
George K. Arthur suddenly sailed 








SP 


Soviets Don’t Want That 
US. Touch to Their Films 


which 
of Soviet pic- 


Presenting figures show 
that the popularity 
tures have doubled in the U. S. the 
of Rus- 
sian film interests are rejecting the 
advances of American writers and 
cameramen. They ascribe success 


past year, representatives 





of their product to the Russian fla- 
vor. This, they believe, would be 
impaired were the Hollywood influ- 
ence allowed to seep through. 

Applications are reported being 
constantly received from American 
writers and technicians for berths 
in Moscow. According to Amkino, 
principal Russian distributor, not a 
single application has been consid- 
ered. 

Russian picture men do not con- 
cede that their product is burdened 
with propaganda or that this angle 
would be lightened by the California 
touch, 


a 


MAY STOP SHIPM 
AS B. A. TAX PROTEST 


Buenos Aires, June 20. 

Recommendation to all film com- 
panies abroad to stop shipping pic- 
tures here on Sept. 1 is being dis- 
cussed by the Film Board. It’s in 
protest of current taxes, called over- 
high. 

Film Board has repeatedly peti- 
tioned the government to cut down 
cn duties, but has remained unan- 
swered. New decision reached at a 
plenary session Saturday (18) was 
to the effect that a committee be 
appointed to call on the government 
authorities formally as a final ges- 
ture. If that fails, the stop shipping 
request will go out. 

Conditions here are made worse 
by the fact that under the present 
high tax rate it is impossible to im- 
port more than four prints if over- 
head is to be met, whereas about 
eight are needed to cope with busi- 
ness conditions. 











Argentine Export Ban 
On Money Is Complete 


Buenos Aires, June 12, 

The huge internal loan is moving 
slowly, but the government has re- 
ceived and paid out $50,000,000 back 
pay to State employees, which 
should aid trade. 

Further restrictions have been 
placed on exchange, so that it is 
virtually impossible for firms to 
send money out of the country. 
This hits film producers hard. The 
local exchange dealers usually with 
wads of dollar bills and pound notes 
in their windows, now quote noth- 
ing but outside currencies and sell 
neither dollars nor sterling. Remit- 
tances to home offices have prac- 
tically ended. 

Over in Chile and the West Coast 
generally, the situation in exchange 
is worse, as those currencies are 
greatly depreciated. In these coun- 
tries of course, life is more or less 
as usual, the peso, or whatever the 
national unit is, being worth as 
much as if was before. But when 
people want to buy exchange, it’s 
different. 


Natan to Film ‘Melo’ 


Paris, June 11. 





Paul Czinner will handle the 
megaphone for ‘Melo,” due to go 
into work soon for Pathe Natan 


here. It’s the first of Henry Bern- 
stein’s plays to be turned into a 
talker and will star Gaby Morlay, 
who also starred in the piece during 





for New York on the Aquitania | 
Saturday (18) but will return July} 
20 to appear in a film here for | 
Amalgamated Film Association. 
Amalgamated is a new indie out- 
fit here. Picture as yet untitled, 





Ugast’s U. A. Assignment 

Ed Ugast has joined United Art- 
ists’ foreign staff and is being 
groomed to take charge of one of 
the U. A. exchanges abroad. He. 
leaves in a tew days on a first 
assignment to Manila to make a 
survey of that territory. 

Ugast was with Paramount's for- 
elgn department in France and 
Hollywood for the past five years, ! 
leaving Par a couple weeks back. 


|chronizing Dutch 


it’s two-year run as a play here, 





‘Melo’ was produced in New York 
a year ago by A. H. Woods and the 
Shuberts. 

DUBBING IN DUTCH 
The Hague, June 11, 

Loet C. 3arnsteyn, . importing 
agent of United Artists at Hague 
has been experimenting with a new 
dubbing system for talkers, syn- 
texts and im- 
ported films. 

Dialog spoken by picked Dutch 
actors. First films with 100% Dutch 
dialog are ‘Fuenf von der Jazzband’ 
by Universal Tobis and ‘Knail und 
Fall’ by Palladium Tobis, 








FOREIGN MARTS 
FOR U. S. INDIES 


Captain Harold Auten and John 
Wilde have combined and incor- 
porated as Auten- Wilde, Inc. Group 


igents for 
on both sides 
of the ocean, with Captain Auten 
remaining in the New York office 
and ‘Wilde sailing to open a London 
office which he will head. Guy 
Auten will sail with Wilde to bee 
come his assistant, 
Auten is one of the 


work as 
product 


will extend its 
sale of indie 


oldest meme 


bers of the foreign film colony in 
New York. Wilde has been here 
about three years and was previe- 


ously connected with Butcher Serve 
ice in London, 

Aut_n and Wilde already have 
tied up four pictures made by Eric 
Hakim for Metro, six made by Basil 
Deane for RKO and seven made by 
Julius Hagen for Warners, RKO 
and Metro, Pictures were made for 
the American companies for quota 
purposes abroad, with the pro« 
ducers retaining the American 
rights and now putting them on sale 
in the U. S. through Auten-Wilde, 
Group also has a number of Conti- 
nental films, including ‘A Nous La 
Liberte,’ Rene Clair’s recent French 
picture. 

Combination makes them the bigw 
gest indie agent for foreign film 
trade, and attempt will be made to 
increase the scope of the organiza<« 
tion in the way of sales of U. & 
indie films abroad, 


PRAGUE DISTRIB. PAYS 
35% DIVIDEND FOR ’31 


Prague, June 20. 

Electafilm, local distributing firm, 
has just declared a 35% dividend on 
past year’s business, Amounts to 
about $4.15 a share. 

Year ago the company’s dividend 
was about $2.35. 

With current walkout in Checko«- 
slovakia of the American filmers 
because of quota regulations, local 
companies such as Electafilm are 
figured to do even better for the 
coming year—if they can get prod. 
uct, 











Germans Tighten Up 
On Exchange Export 


Berlin, June 10. 

The German government is en-« 
deavoring to close all gaps which 
might have been left with regard to 
export of cash, The latest ordi«- 
nance contains {important regulae« 
tions. 

A permit has been necessary to 
dispose of a mark credit in favor 
of a foreigners. In future a permit 
will also be needed for cash pay- 
ments to a German or residents in 
Germany made in favor of a for- 
eigner; 1. @, each payment from 
residents in Germany to foreigners, 
no matter in which form, are sub- 
ject to a special permission. 

Furthermore, all foreign exchange 
has to be r-ported, even if it had 
been grante for a special purpose, 
but which h d not. served for this 
purpose or not within the time 
specified. 

Foreigners are not allowed to pay 
German exporters in securities, 





Spanish Versions Out 


With Metro definitely set on a 
program of nothing but title super- 
imposition for the Spanish market, 
the coast Spanish department has 
been discontinucd,. Ralph De Ale 
berich, formerly in charge on the 
Coast, has been switched to New 
York and will handle the new work 
from the home office. 





De Alberich got started in hig 
New York work yesterday (20). 
BACH BACK 


Hollywood, June 29, 
Salary differences between Metro 
and Rudolph Bach have been ironed 
out, and Bach has returned to the 
studio’s German department in @ 
writing and directing capacity. 
Bach quit three weeks aga. 4 
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1 ook this over carefully, gentlemen, because 


YOU'VE NEVER SEEN ANYTHING LIKE IT BEFORE!” 


he Wert, 



























As certain as the calendar...Here’s wh ) et and when 
you'll get it— froin Warners and Fi 


of 1932! 


Product not only planned but dated 
completed. Including ONE-FOURTH ason’s releases! 


Never such a production accomplis in picture annals 
».eNever before have you been able to blueprint your plans 
for a new season 6 MONTHS AHEAD! 


‘That’s why we say—Examine this list carefully. it makes thrill- 
ing reading! Check the Star values...Note the tremendous 
story buys — the powerful box-office titles ... 


‘Then sign a Warner -F. N. contract and breathe easier about 
the future of your theatre—and your industry! 


ly dated but 90% 





ae The Only Companies That Are 
' READY NOW for 1932-’33 


RRS 


VITAGRAPH, INC. OMS ¥RIBUTORS 
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July 2nd 
“THE DARK HORSE” ** 


With Warren William, 

Bette Davis, Guy Kibbee. 

The industry’s new sensa- 
tion. 





Aug. 6th 
“STRANGER IN TOWN“* 


With“Chic” Sale, Ann Dvorak, 
David Manners, Noah Beery, 
Raymond Hatton. 


Sept. 3rd 
CONSTANCE BENNETT 
in “TWO AGAINST THE . 
WORLD’ and 
EDWARD G. ROBINSON 
in “TIGER SHARK’** 


Oct. Ist 
“BLESSED EVENT”* 


With Lee Tracy, Mary Brian. 
From the biggest stage comedy 
smash of 1932. 


Nov. 5th 
“LIFE BEGINS’“** 


With Loretta Young, Eric 
Linden, Aline MacMahon. 


7 July 9th | 
“WEEK-END 
MARRIAGE”** 


FOR JULY 


July 16th 


JAMES CAGNEY in 
“WINNER TAKE ALL” * 


July 23rd 


BARBARA STANWYCK 
“THE NIGHT FLOWER’* 


July 30th 
“MISS PINKERTON’** 


With Loretta Young, Nor- 

man Foster, George Brent. 

From thé best-seller by 
Faith Baldwin. 











With Marion Nixon, Guy 
Kibbee, Dickie Moore. 


Albright. 





FOR AUGUST. 


Aug. 13th 
WILLIAM POWELL 
and KAY FRANCIS in 
“JEWEL ROBBERY“’* 


From this season’s B’way hit. 


Aug. 20th 
“CROONER’** 


With David Manners, Ann 
Dvorak, Ken Murray, Guy 
Kibbee. 


FOR SEPTEMBER 


Sept. 10th 
“BIG CITY BLUES’”* 


With Joan Blondell, Eric Linden. 


and RUTH CHATTERTON in 
“CHILDREN OF PLEASURE”“** 


: (Tentative Title) 
With George Brent. From best- 


seller by Larry Barretto. 


Oct. Sth 
RICHARD BARTHELMESS in 
“CABIN IN THE COTTON” ** 


with Bette Davis, Dorothy Jordan. 
From the best-seller by Harry 
Harrison Kroll. 


FOR NO 


Nov. 12th 


WILLIAM POWELL 
KAY FRANCIS in 
“ONE WAY PASSAGE’* 


Sept. 17th 
JOE E. BROWN 


“YOU SAID A 
MOUTHFUL”** 


com mou -3 a ¢ 
Oct. 15th 


DOUGLAS FAIRBANKS, JR., 
NANCY CARROLL, 


in“REVOLT“* 


(Tentative Title) 


With Lilyan Tashman 


VEMBER 


Nov. 19th 
JOE E. BROWN 


“CAMPUS HERO”’** 





With George Brent, Hardie 
From the best- 
seller by Arthur Stringer. 





By Mary Roberts Rinehart, 
With Joan Blondel, 
George Brent, 





Aug. 27th 
“DOCTOR X”** 


Mightiest of all mystery hits. 
With Lionel Atwill, Fay Wray 
Lee Tracy. 


Sept. 24th 


GEORGE ARLISS in 
“A SUCCESSFUL CALAMITY’* 


With Mary Astor, Grant Mitchell. 
From the famous play by Clare 
Kummer. 


Oct. 27th 
BARBARA STANWYCK 


“THE PURCHASE PRICE’* 


Nov. 26th 


“20,000 YEARS Itt 
SING SING’** 


With George Brent, Ann 
Dvorak. From best-seller by 
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With Aline MacMahon. 


‘FOR DECEMBER 
Dec, 10th Dec. 17th 


EDW. G. ROBINSON “LAM A FUGITIVE’* | GEORGE ARLISS 
in “SILVER DOLLAR“ ** With Paul Muni. From the - in “THE 


With Bette Davis, Aline | sensational book by Robt. | ADOPTED FATHER’* 
MacMahon, Alan Dinehart, E, Burns, 


Warden Lawes of Sing Sing. 





Dec. 31st 
“THEY CALL IT SIN“** 


With Loretta Young, David 
Manners, George Brent, 
Una Merkel, 


: Dec. 3rd 
i ‘T HREE | ON AMATCH"** 


A With Joan Blondell, Ware. 
ren William, Ann Dvorak, . 
Bette Davis. 


Dec. 24th 
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Bring "Em Back Alive 


RKO-Radio release of jungle 
made by Frank Buck. 
E. Elliott. Cameramen, Clyde 
Nick Cavaliere. Musical score by 
Rodemich. At Mayfair, N. Y., week 
17. Running time, 60 mins. 


Berger an 


Mayfair theatre got behind this 
with terrific exploitation, including 
one of the most arresting visual dis- 
plays Broadway has_ seen. That 
halted pedestrians on both sides of 
Times Square and diverted enough 
passers-by to the box office to have 


a line running around the corner by | 


2 p.m. Friday. By 4:30 the jam had 


eased. but downstairs was still ca- 
pacity and there was little doubt 
that the house is going to have a 
nice week. 

In these days any picture, for 


whatever reason, capable of drawing 
business of the character registered 


at the Mayfair opening day is en- 
titled to immediate attention. 
‘Bring "Em Back Alive’ may, how- 


ever, be spotty. That prediction is 
in recognition of the exploitation as 
seen in Manhattan and _ without 
which there would scarcely have 
been any clamor for admission, al- 
though on merit the wild animal 
picture would create word-of-mouth. 


As a sidewalk picture this one 
calls for an adequate advertising 
budget locally and to the trade. It 
has only wild animals to sell, and 
there's no novelty in that mere fact. 
As it happens, Frank Buck has 
some excellent fight scenes with un- 
usual protagonists, notably pythons, 
those giant reptiles of the jungle. It 
will get the benefit of word-of- 
mouth, but it most emphatically 
needs pushing and plenty of it to 
get the grosses of which, with that 
advertising support, it is unques- 
tionably capable. 

Three different scenes of pythons 
with two specimens apparently pho- 
tographed. Two ofthe fights are 
draws, with a black leopard first, 
and last with a tiger. Some ques- 
tion if more than one tiger wasn’t 
photographed, as the coming back 
for more after the first round seems 


unbelievable. This fight is strong 
dramatic fare. Audience leaned for- 
ward in their chairs with an in- 


tensity seldom vouchsafed the silver 
screen. There was applause at the 
end and it’s a cinch the kids in the 


neighborhoods will scream and 
whistle. 
Pythons are nasty. to look at. No 


two ways abofit that. And will the 
ladies with their traditional horror 
of snakes tolerate that? A large 
doubt is the reply. Yet no previous 
animal. picture has shown this 
uniquely powerful reptile in combat. 
Wrapping itself around its prey and 
crushing it, the instinctive drama of 
a life and death struggle gives 
‘Bring "Em Back Alive’ its voltage 
and its certainty as conversational 
material wherever exhibited. 


Crocodile having previously wor- 
sted a tiger finds its master in the 
python in a struggle for a water 
hole. Snake breaks the crocodile’s 
neck. Leopard and tiger by their 
ability to run, twist, jump, and 
shake off the snake, are able to win 
a draw and moral victory. Audi- 
ence will be in the position of root- 
ing for the treacherous cats, at other 
moments the villains of the story. 


Throughout the picture dialog and 
editing strive to make the tiger the 
menace. His pugnacious trouble- 
seeking nature is referred to. Ob- 
viously an effort has been made to 
offset the pythons by throwing feel- 
ing the other way. That’s smart 
but not wholly svecessful. «Snakes 
are still snakes. 


Comedy comes from a baby ele- 
phant, bear, and the expected mon- 


keys. Frank Buck’s running com- 
ment leans toward some eomedy, 
but is stilted and constantly re- 


minding the audience unnecessarily 
that he was taking chances. Car- 
veth Wells’ ‘Hell Below Zero’ of last 
year should have taught professional 
adventurers how absurd the con- 
stant-danger-all-around-us line of 
talk is. 


Still there’s no argument about 
the picture's box-office potency with 
the necessary advertising backup as 
mentioned. Camera work is good, 


picture | 
Continuity by Clyde | sidering that the populace at large | 


Gene | “ 
June/amours as 


ee 


' 

‘age is fatal, College stories gen- 
|erally have to move fast if they're 
going to mean any business. Con- 


undergraduate 
particularly trivial at 
'this time, plus football in June, 
there doesn’t seem much chance for 
|‘Huddle’ to keep its head above 
| box office level even with the No- 
varro name. ; 

| Feature -is uniformly 


will probably rate 


well made 


'and holds some bright spots. The 
| grid tangent has been kept under 


| control with the comedy really the 


highlight in the hands of Henry 
Armetta as Novarro’s father. Au- 
'tumn stadium fans will recognize 
| flashes of Albie Booth darting over | 
the chalk lines and Barry Wood 
| tossing ‘em down the middle. Metro 


|'invariably handles its football sto- 


| ries well as to the actual contests 
| screened and ‘Huddle’ is no excep- 
tion. They cut in and away from 


the newsreel matter very smoothly. 

Picture may have a better chance 
in the east than in other sectors of 
the country because of its locale, 
Yale. Francis Wallace’s book was 
an insight on what makes the 
Norte Da::e grid machine tick, but 
with the recent screen grid em- 
phasis on South Bend, M-G appar- 
ently deemed it prudent to pick an- 
other campus And they’ve packed 
more of the New Haven atmosphere 
into this one than other films have 
had. However, it’s the script 
framework upon which these deco- 
rations have been hung which sags 
from the weight of the added min- 
utes. Under a 70-minute limitation 
‘Huddle’ might have meant some- 
thing. 

Novarreo makes his Tony believ- 
able and they’ve opened up a se- 
quence for him to strum a guitar 
and toss an Italian ballad to the 
girl in the case. Short and pleas- 
ant. Lad is a steel worker who 
goes to college and never acquires 
the collegiate slant on things until 
his senior year. Meanwhile, titles 
announce his progress from class to 
class until graduation. It looks like 
the finish of Junior term will close 
out the picture, but ‘Senior Year’ 
flashes and is the point at which 
patrons audibly announced they 
had had enough. 

Story marks an uphill road for 
the Italian lad who thinks he’s head 
man because of his grid prowess 
but finds himself snubbed in the 
fraternity elections and also by the 
girl when his overtures get a little 
out of line. That she happens to 
be wealthy and the sister of the 
classmate with whom he has the 
most trouble are scenario complica- 
tions. Girl’s father finally talks 
him out of the marriage idea but 
the lady won’t have it, and when 
Tony goes through the Harvard 
game and an appendicitis attack 
simultaneously things seem on their 
way to a conclusion. They are ex- 
cept for that added senior year 
sequence. 

Novarro shades his performance 
capably as the headstrong kid who 
eventually sees the light. He has 
been nicely ‘surrounded as to cast 
support though it’s always Armetta 
who picks the picture up. Plenty 
of action with two personal fights 
for the star and a rough and tumble 
in which he becomes embroiled. 
Begides which there are the games 
and a mid-week scrimmage session. 

Ralph Graves plays the mild man- 
nered coach without giving it very 
much while Madge Evans has a 
fairly easy time of it in pursuing 
Novarro through the story. Una 
Merkel is among the minor charac- 
terizations amongst which the per- 
formances of John Arledge, Martha 
Sleeper, Kane Richmond and Frank 
Albertson stand out. In the case 
of Miss Sleeper it’s a matter of 
more footage than she has pre- 
viously been given by Metro. She 
does well by it as an on-the-make 
young miss. 

Sam Wood's most sour note is the 
throwing of the steel magnate’s 
arm across the shoulders of Tony’s 
iron puddler father as they go into 
the graduation exercises. One of 














Miniature Reviews 


' 





‘Bring "Em Back Alive’ 
(Radio). Wild animal picture 
rendered distinctive and box- 


office by pythons fighting leop- 
ards, tigers, and _ crocodiles. 
Will get money but needs alert 
exploitation. Questionable for 
women, but great for men and 
kids. 

‘Huddle’ (M-G). A too 
lengthy football film, 103 min- 
utes, to get out from under. 
Hardly opportune in early 
summer and college romance 
apparently too flimsy right 
now. Novarro name should 
help but not enough. May be 
better in the east than other 
sections because of the Yale 
background. ; 

‘Thunder Below’ (Par). Trite 
tropical triangle with tragic 
suicide finale by Bankhead. 
Star as weak as story. Will 
need all sub-support of Lukas, 
Bickford, Morgan and Pallette 
in cast. , 

‘Destry Rides Again’ (U). 
Tom Mix and Tony in an ex- 
pensively produced, but rather 
old-fashioned western. Mix 
needs better material for mod- 
ern production. 

‘Winner Take All’ (WB). 
Enjoyable prize fight talker, 
made so by James Cagney’s 
performance. Sprightly gags 
and bits bolster conventional 
story. 

‘Hirsekorn Greif Ein’ (Aus- 
trian Made) (‘Hirsekorn Butts 
In’). Holds little promise 
even for foreign sureseaters. 

‘Week Ends Only’ (Fox). 
Starts out as _ sophisticated 
high comedy and turns' ro- 
mantic hoke, missing on both 
‘ounts. Nice performance by 
John Halliday but Joan Ben- 
nett and Ben Lyons romantic 
leads are out of their element. 
Disappointing. 

‘O Alte Burschenherlichkeit’ 
(Hegewald). Number umpteen 
in the series of student life in 
Heidelberg. Hopeless, despite 
femme lead is American. 

















those unconvincing theatric capi- 
tal-labor symbolisms that the di- 
rector could better have omittted. 


sound fair, the dubbed roars often| That and Wood's penchant to pad 


annoying. Land. 





HUDDLE 


Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer production and re- 


ease. Stars Ramon Novarro. Features 
Madge Evans, Una Merkel, Ralph Graves. 
Directed by Sam Wood from Francis Wal- 
lace’s novel of same mame. Diaiog, W. H. 
Smith and C. G. Sullivan; adaptation, R. 
I.. Johnson and A. S. Hyman; film editor, 
Hugh Wynn: photography, Harold Wen- 
strom. At the Capitol, N. ¥., week June 
16. Running time, 103 mins, 


are his major crrors here with the 
last sufficient to handcuff his ef- 
fort from reaching any definite de- 
gree of popularity. 

The Capitol is putting its best 
stage foot forward in support of 
the film and that seems the best 
solution for other deluxers. The 
Novarro name should insure mild 
attendance in the lesser theatres. 
Sidelight on this feature is that the 
Metro foreign production end is 
substituting soccer for the football 








BOOT  cebarssveceievesetsis Ramon Novarro | portions for European screenings. 
Re SALI@ ....6002+eeeeeeees... Madge Evans Sid, 
} anor : : spestion sibeseavertts Una Merkel 
WRCR BLAIR. és icccdecene ss Ralph Graves | . ae 4: 
7 we sé sees Ce eeccccdescocecd John Arledge | Tropical Film Expedition 
ip sere yee 8600 ke000 tee Frank Albertson | : ° 2 
‘ROG TAOS, « odtteeeaesine en Kane Richmond . mochester, oune. 4 : 
Sarbara seccccscscccceces Martha Sleeper | Edward H. Groth of this city is 
A to oo * > } . ° . sat 
tl —.- re eee eer, Arete |} to sail this week with an expedition 
d BUG dccccvseccccbscc “erike soros | . : : ‘ 
ae Rockliffe Fellows | t©® film tropical life on little known 
OG ideen.d sc chp eden sob cee bonis Joe Sauers/islands in the Caribbean Sea. E. R. 
i ae Hubbard of George Washington 
Football film doing much to de-| University and P. W. Browning of 
feat its own purpose by extreme| Port Huro>, Mich., will head the 
Jength. The anti-climaxes involved! enterprise. Films to be released 
“oO . aet) + af .y ip j * 
are so numerous that after the pic- | through regular picture corpora- 
ture looks as if it were 


zoing to 
wind up, for the third time, it still 
keeps going. Prolongation draws a 
cross between an audience laugh 
and groan. It @id that here and 
not much doubt that the extra foot- 


| tion. Pontoon-equipped plane to be 
jused for some of the shots. 
Schooner Doris Hammond will take 
|the party on a 100-day cruise from 
| Baltimore. 


Talking Shorts 


LOUIS JOHN BARTELS 
‘Blondes by Proxy’ 
Comedy 
15 Mins. 
Cameo, N. Y. 

RKO Pathe 
Pretty silly comedy that is neither 
pretty nor silly enough to mean 
much. Edgar Kennedy is credited 
with the direction, the answer to 


the picture’s weakness falling pretty 
much entirely into his lap. 

Trouble lies entirely in the tempo. 
It’s too slow. Bartels is the snippy 
American hair tonic salesman who 
wanders into a sultan’s harem and 
is assigned to make all the bru- 
nettes blonde. Mixes his bottles 
and the gals go bald. Played rap- 
idly enough, customers might over- 
look the ancient material. As is it’s 
pretty painful. 

One very funny bit (and that’s 
dragged out to tne spoiling line) has 
to do with the murderous looking 
and extra-heavy eunuch, whose 
speech is nicely dubbed in with an 
ultra-high soprano. Kauf. 





‘ENGINEER’S DAUGHTER’ 

With May Robson, Montagu Love, 

Earle Foxe 
Comedy 
20 Mins. 
Mayfair, N. Y. 
Radio 

Satire on old 10-20-30 melodrama 
gets titters and smirks all the way. 
Better done than some of others. 
Direction credited to Robert Hill. 


‘Too foul a carcass to walk erect 
and mock the name of man’ is the 
florid manner in which the noble 
hero (Earle Foxe) describes the vil- 
vain (Montagu Love). Latter turns 
in a crackerjack sneering job as the 
dastardly Jack Dalton, who ties the 
hero on the tracks before the on- 
coming express, 

A lot of nonsense told with bounce 
and humor. Studded with names 
from the Masquers Club. Land, 


= 


‘THE TRAIL CF THE ’ROO’ 
Sport Short 
Sydney, Australia 
Neville-Macken 
Here is a Jlocally-made subject 
that should find a ready market 
anywhere in the world. Short deals 


with the exciting sport of kangaroo 
hunting in Australia. 

Shots of the maddened animals in 
full flight are corking and should 





hold interest the world over. Cam- 
j}era work is first class. Runs 15 
} minutes, Bick. 


THUNDER BELOW 


Paramount production and release star- 
ring Tallulah Bankhead with Charles Bick- 
ford and Paul Lukas featured. Screen 
adaptation by Josephine Lovett and Sidney 
Buckman from novel by Thomas Rourke. 
Directed by Richard Wallace. Camera, 
Charles Lang. At New York and Brook- 
lyn, N. Y., Paramounts, week of June 17. 
Running time, 71 mins. 


BUSAN oscccccsece Seuaced Tallulah Bankhead 
WAM sccccdsetesdsecdesdoese Charles Bickford 
MOM cccccccncs ehecoveseseocsers Paul Lukas 
BIOPMOE scccccescesccessceee Eugene fallette 
BOE 600 c 6 hb sec en cecdtsceduia Ralph Forbes 
WEDD cvcccccsccccesesevesios Leslie Fenton 
MOOCER ccc cccccvesaceses tes James Finlayson 
BPOECOD. cccccccotesesdeue Edward Van Sloan 
PAIROURR . 6 s'6. 00500 dees scctedatel Mona Rico 
CANE cccccccsceseesstoosesas Carlos Salazar 
PEED aGutdccunécetekece os Enrique Acosta 
PPOINONR. ce wccdetsedenscdeas -Gabry Rivas 


‘Thunder Below’ needs all the 
stage succor a Paul Whiteman can 
give it, as at the New York Par this 
week, which tells everything. One 
of those triangles in the tropics of 
trite pattern, with some attempt at 
a little variation, but dull and un- 
eventful in the main. On top of 
that, the tragic finish with Bank- 
head’s suicide, about washes it for 
any benefit of box office. 

It also should key Par on promot- 
ing Miss Bankhead as a star. She 
registers at the chilliest of her gen- 


erally chilly personality self, pos- 
sessing little for screen appeal. The 
close-ups are most unkind to her 


general facial contour, 
around the mouth. 

As a script, it leaves the auditor 
floundering. Try as you will, the 
division of what little sympathetic 
interest there exists mitigates 
against any box-office appeal. 
There’s Bankhead; Charles Bick- 
ford as her husband who goes blind, 
and Paul Lukas as the third man. 
Ralph Forbes is later dragged in to 
clinch this exposition of sex desire 
under the tropical palms. 

When the staunch Lukas sends 
her back to her blind husband, the 
star does a floppo into the sea 
(about which some vague romantic 
significance has been built up), and 
so it ends. There's nothing definite 
about it at all times. 

They figured that the concoction 
called for a little comedy relief, so 
Eugene Pallette was spotted. Les- 
lie Fenton is almost negligible in 
what was probably intended as a 
suave light-heavy, and Jimmy Fin- 
layson with the Scotch comedy is 
still very Mack Sennett. One Span- 
ish looker in a joy house in a small 
bit impressed more than some of the 
accredited principals; she was prob- 
ably Mona Rico. 

‘Thunder Below’ will be too tough 
for Miss Bankhead to overcome in 
an already indifferent screen career. 
Abel. 


especially 


L’ATLANTIDE 


(FRENCH MADE) 


Paris, June 10. 
A Nero S. TI. C. production. Distributed 
by Sofar. Directed by G. W. Pabst. Mir- 
acles, Paris, June 8 


Film made in North Africa and 
Germany, was done simultaneously 
in German and French, and is truly 
the French version of a German 
production by Pabst. It would not 


be reviewed, except that it is a 
talker made from a story by a 
Frenchman, Pierre Benoit, which 


has already been filmed silent by 
Jacques Feyder, and which is ex- 
ceedingly well known. 

The cast of the French version, 
besides Brigette Helm, includes 
Pierre Blanchard, Jean Angelo and 
Florelle; and acting is satisfactory. 

The noticeable point is that Pabst 
has been handicapped by the evi- 
dent impulse not to imitate Feyder’s 
work. This has resulted in his leav- 
ing out some of the most interesting 
scenes of the story, and resorting to 
arty bits in an effort to get punch. 
Also, it looks as if the assembling 
of the picture had been done by 
leaving out such parts of footage as 
would help the understanding of 
those not familiar with the story. 

Unquestionably a_ box-office re- 
lease, due to title and names, but 
unlikely to hit the masses like the 
old silent. French dialog is by 
Jacques Deval, and admirably brief. 

Mazi. 


— 


Une Heure Pres de Toi 


(‘One Hour With You’) 
(FRENCH VERSION) 


Paris, June 2. 
Paramount production and release. Re. 
viewed in ‘Variety’ March 29th. French 
script by Leopold Marchand and lyrics by 
Andre Hornez. Paramount, Paris, June 1, 





Bay, ser cecsweesegess Maurice Chevalier 
Colette Bertier Jeanette MacDonald 
MeN MUU bccbidteccedacades Lily Damita 
PN .. 4a kia cer Rho koe Pierre Etchepare 
Professor Kurt Olivier........ Ernest Ferny 


French version would not be re- 
viewed, except as evidencing 
difference between 
French tastes. The Chevalier-Mac- 
Donald combination, with Lily 
Damita—also popular—thrown in, 
cannot fail to draw, but French 
audiences find that there is noth- 
ing to the film. To their taste it is 
slow and without punch. 

The American idea of sauciness 
they find tame, and—apart from a 
few gags—all they see in the film 
is a chance to look at Chevalier, 
and at least as much at Jeanette 
McDonald, who is _ tremendously 
populer here. 


Neither dialog, nor the directional 
nor technical subleties carries much 
weight; and the music, as compared 
to ‘Love Parade,’ is esteemed dull. 

It just evidences the increasing 
difficulty to produce internationally, 

Mazi. 


the 
American 4nd 


DESTRY RIDES AGAIN 


Universal preduction and relesse, starrin 


Tom Mix and featuring Zasu Pitts, Karle 
Foxe and Claudia Dell. Other players are 
Frederick Howard, Francis Ford, George 
Ernest, Edward Peale. Story by Max 
Brand, with screen play by Isidore Bern- 
stein, and dialog by Robert Keith. Dan 
Clark, camera, At Loew’s New York the- 
atre, one day, June 14, as one-half of a 


double bill. Running time, 53 mins. 


Tom Mix expressed dissatisfaction 
with production at Universal. Just 
why is apparent in his first release, 
in which the expenditure of more 
money than is generally put into a 
horse opera is offset by an old- 
fashioned treatment. 


Mix is the same hard-riding star 
as of old, but the director does not 
appear to have realized that the 
days of old, when range ponies could 
run miles at about double the speed 
of a Derby winner, are gone for- 
ever. This device of slowing the 
camera to develop incredible speed 
is outmoded and almost gets a gig- 
gle. In other ways the story treat- 
ment is so old-fashioned as to be 
creaky in the joints. There is no 


deprives Mix of the full glory of his 
comeback after several years with 
the circus. It probably will be a 
good seller where westerns are in 
demand, but the second release will 
probably suffer for the shortcomings 
of the first. ‘Destry’ in spite of a 
good mounting does not come up to 
modern standard. 


Opening is built up like a comic 
opera chorus paving the way for the 
prima donna’s first entrance. A 
yardful of school kids, out for re- 
cess, go into a huddle to tell what a 
whale of a chap Destry is, with a 
final ‘Here he comes!’ as Mix lopes 
in on Tony. After that prolog the 
kids are forgotten and more of an 
effort is made to develop the story 
of the square-shooter with a crooked 
partner who jobs him into the peni- 
tentiary. Then he comes back and 
gets square. 


Nothing much to the story, as told 
in film, which leaves too much time 
to be filled in with long rides. 
Worked in are a number of the old 
tricks, including a mount from @ 
moving train to the saddle, a jump 
over a standing train, Tony leaping 
to a flat car and down on the other 
side, and the usual fence leaping. 
Mix delivers when he gets a chance, 
but he gets too little chance. 


Earle Foxe does well as . the 
crooked partner, with Claudia Dell 
barely making the grade as the de- 
sired girl. Zasu Pitts is put in 
chiefly for her name, appearing 
briefly in a single sequence and then 





fading out. 








The Woman’s Angle 








‘Week Ends Only’ (Fox). 
who are nobodies at the box office. 

‘Winner Take All’ (WB). 
into a film for the ladies. 
ney’s amusingly audacious—albeit, 


fast-paced leading role. 


‘Thunder Below’ (Par). 


‘Huddle’ (MGM). 
have. 


‘Bring "Em Back Alive’ 











(RKO-Van Beuren). 
that infest this smoothly spliced animal film exert a sinister fascination 
for the ladies even as they terrify them. 
animal combats bear femme attention because none of the beasts in- 
volved are of a species to win femme sympathy, and the interesting 


Nothing happens, played by pleasant people 


; A diluted programmer, weak in con- 
viction, action, punch and femme draw. 


Take Uneloquent introduction of human interest 
themes fails in its attempt to transform a hard-boiled prizefighting yarn 


Chief source of entertainment is James Cag- 


unromantic—interpretation of the 





Love versus Duty—a theme of potential inter- 
est to fanettes—diluted by vacillating character development, the heros 
ine’s failure to command sympathy and a disastrously unhappy ending. 


: Nice Navarro living and learning at a real enough 
Yale provides the sort of education big city flaps feel they ought to 
Title will send matrons elsewhere. 


The fighting reptiies 


Cruelty of picture’s frequent 


devices shown for the capture alive of wild animals makes this an 


animal picture with a defference, 


4 


real conviction to the yarn, and it, 
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WEEK-ENDS ONLY - 


Fox production and release, featuring 
Joan Bennett, John Halliday and Ben 
Lyon; directed by Alan Crosland. Adapted 
by William Conselman from the_ navel 
*‘Week-End Girl,’ by Warner Fabian. 
Cameraman, Hai Mohr. Assistant Direc- 
tor Jock Boland. At the Roxy, June 17. 
Running time 64 minutes, 

Venetia Carr....c.ss+++++es.-J0an Bennett 
Jack WilliaMs...ceeeeeseeeesess Ben Lyon 
Arthur Ladden.......+++-..-John Halliday 
WEartis. bo ccsscccece ..e++Halliwell Hobbes 
Washroom Attendant.......Henry Armetia 
Mr. Carr...... cecceeseveee- Berton Churchill 
Ted ° PE Oe rledge | 
Bartender wcsseeevceeevteevers John Elliott 
Mr. BrigS..sscescevecseenee .Walter Byron 


Just another program 
that is vaguely unsatisfactory prob- 
ably because it never up its 
mind what it wants to do. At times 
it eases along interestingly as 





release 


." 1 . 
makes 


smart and rather flip comedy, at 
times it turns itself into senti- | 
mental romance and at times it} 


descends to mere footage stalling. 
Perhaps it is because the people 
started out without any clear pat- 
tern of what they wanted to make, 
but there is a great deal of highly 
ineffectual acting throughout the 
picture, moments of awkward play- 
ing accompanied by dialog pas- 
sages equally gauch, Miss Bennett 
never once catches the right tone 
of jaunty comedy the story calls 





for and even the usually smooth 
Ben Lyon misses his points by a 
mile. | 

Only player in the cast who is 


proof against the trying situations 
in which the cast finds itself is 
John Halliday, whose bland ele- | 
gance no scenario writer or direc- 
tor can quite shake. Picture right- 
ly belongs to his role, and the pro- 
ducer on second thought seems to 
have realized it, because it is this 
role that gets the close-up at the 
finale after the romantic pair have 
faded into the clinch and his good- 
bye gag is perhaps the best touch 
in the film. ‘ 

Treatment here is a curious 
blending of smart audacity and 
dumbbell sex stuff of the ‘Graphic’ 
Saturday supplement grade, sug- 
gesting that in the process of adap- 
tation they changed their minds a 
couple of times, starting out with 
the idea of a frivolous comedy and 
then backing away from that idea 
to a romantic treatment of the 
broadest possible appeal. As usual 
in the end they missed on both 
counts. 

Romantic side of the story does 
not stand up. Former rich girl is 
reduced to poverty when her father 
goes broke in the market and takes 
a job as hostess in a palatial 
speakeasy, which fact she conceals 
from the struggling young artist 
who rooms across the hall in a 
shabby lodgings. Rich patron of 
the speak hires the girl to help pep 
up his week-end house parties and 
meanwhile in his debonair way 
bluntly offers her a penthouse, dia- 
monds and furs on the usual terms, 
only doing it with genial and dis- 
arming good humor, in which spirit 
the girl also meets his campaign. 
Material here for nice fencing, but 
it is effective only on one side, 
Halliday as the philanderer alone 
being equal to the assignment of 
sustaining such a delicately bal- 
anced situation. 

He complains that under the ar- 
rangement he proposes, the rich 
man always gets the short end, 
playing second fiddle to a poor man, 
usually a trap drummer who comes 
into the pent house by the back 
way as the rich man departs by 
the front. 

Artist hero, of course, learns of 
the house party week-ends and of 
course misinterprets the girl’s re- 
lation to them, resulting in a break 
between the young couple. It looks 
as though the girl will go for the 
pent house. Indeed, she is practi- 
cally installed in the de luxe suite 
of the Berengaria, which amounts 
to the same thing here, when the 
hero gets his misunderstandings 
straightened out and catches up in 
time, leaving the rich rival de- 
feated just outside the stateroom 
door. At this point the ship’s or- 
chestrn pass along the gangway, 
giving the tag line to Halliday, who 
stops one of the musicians to in- 
quire, ‘How long does it take to 
become a trap drummer?’ the an- 
Swer being ‘You can't learn it. It’s 
@ gift.’ 

Production is in the best mode 
as to its technical treatment, giv- 
ing some excellent pictorial angles 
to the setting of a luxurious speak. 
Atmosphere is nicely done through- 
out, but no sort of technical skill | 
could mask the artificiality of the | 
Story. or the uninspired actine of the 
leading pcople. Rush. 


Alte Burscherherlichkeit 


(‘Oh, Old Student Happiness’) 
(GERMAN-MADE) 
(With Songs) 


Tobis Forenfilm re- 
Betty Amann and} 


Hegewald production. 
lease in U. S Features 
Werner Fuetterer. Supervision, Herbert 
Klaren: lirection, Rolf Randolf; songs, 
jetty Amann, Schmitt-Boelke and Dr. Rolf 
Marbot: photography, Kar! Drews. At the 
Tobis Kino, N. Y., on grind run beginning 


} man 


| terial, dialog is poor, acting is bad. | 
| Sound and direction just about par, 
; and 


| by Giles Veber. and Serge 


iby Natan. 


good, and from the moment the calf- 
lover 





June 17 Running time, 75 mins 

tobert Riedel...........- Werner Faoetterer | 
Mr. Schwab (ee éeied eka Fritz Dietz 
Norma Schwab........- ....Detty Amann} 
Balthel weeee-Erwein yon Van Roy 
Mitze PPPEVT TTT Cert eT Betty Astor 
BEStHUBU eM cc ccccccecscs .. Alfred Beierle 


- | 


Heidelberg gets in the 
About once every couple’ 





Good old 
neck again. 


of months someone across the Rhine 
conceives the notion of building a 
film around good old Heidelberg. 
Always the films consist of a lot of| 
students singing songs and drinking | 
beer. Always a rich American girl} 
arrives to disturb things. Always) 
there’s a duel to protect her honor. | 
Always the girl stops the duel at the} 
last minute. And almost always the) 
film is a complete bore. Present| 
company not excepted. | 

Probably this particular effusion 
is the result of the sudden appear- 
ance in Berlin of Betty Amann, an 
American lassie with picture ambi- 
tion. Judging by the length of her 
dresses the picture is at least three} 
vears old. Somebody's ideas seems 
to have been that having an Ameri- 
can girl in the central role of a Ger- 
picture would lead to a recep- 
tion for it in both Germany and the 
United States. Actually the world 
should be neither instead of both. | 

Story is evident home-made ma-| 





photography okay. Quite aj} 
number of Heidelberg songs, nicely 
seored and sung, and one terrible 
tune in English for Miss Amann’s 
personal glory. Call it one of those 
international mistakes and _ forget 
about it. Kauf. 


Un Fils d’Amerique 


(‘A Son from America’) 
(FRENCH MADE) 





Paris, June 1, | 
Production Natan release Script 
Veber. From the} 
Marcel Gerbidon. | 
Carmine Gallone. Music by G.|} 

Cameraman, Kourt Courant. | 
Klangfilm. Running time, 90 
Marivaux, Paris, May 30. 


Osso . 
play by Pierre Veber and 
Directed by 
Van Parys. 
Recorded 
mins. 


Pierre Berterin.............-Albert Prejean | 
REP I PPA S Eo eto’ Annabelia | 
Beterin Senior .i..csccsecece Gaston Dubosc | 
Guy Dupont...... enedee eevee Guy Silloux 
Mouchin. ....... abide Cpreds Gomis 0 Gs ece sé Kerny 
ee, eS err Jane Lory 
MEMEO 54445 60008 0% ccchcedhes Simone Simon 





Very interesting as being the first 
Budapest-made production of Osso, 
who sent a French company to the 
Hunian studios, idea being to thaw 
via pictures some frozen Central 
European = shekels. Vilm, though 
made by Osso, is locally distributed 


The film is a queer mixture. The 
story has considerable possibilities. 
but treatment, instead of mixing up 
comedy and pathos at a snappy 
tempo, has been used to make a 
somewhat mongrelish operetta. 
Music is mostly reminiscent. The 
childish idea to revive something 
approaching the workmen's parade 
in ‘Gastank’—which German hit has 
inspired every operetta since then— 
might have been scissored. Ger- 
manic influence is noticeable in the 
technique, especially in lighting. 
However, lighting and photo are 
rather poor, but sound is excellent. 

Economy in production .has re- 
sulted in using a good many painted 
backgrounds. Attempt to keep cost 
down is making this more and more 


current, as: evidenced by the last 
Paramount hit, ‘Coiffeur Pour 
Dames.’ Nevertheless, there are one 


or two. sequences shot out of doors, 
such as a motorbike racing a train 
at the end, which if not as thrilling 
as the final race in ‘City Streets,’ is 
far funnier. 

Story shows a pawnbroking shys- 
ter couple inducing a nice young 
bum to impersonate the son of a 
perfume manufacturer who had run 
away when 10 years old. The real 
son has died. The young man is 
taken in by the father, puts his run- 
down factory on a paying basis, and, 
what’s more important, falls deeply 
in love with his supposed sister, who 
reciprocates. However, when the 
plotting couple find the young man 
refusing to be blackmailed, they 
send the real son’s widow to claim 
him. The young man is desperate, 
and after leaving a letter acknowl- 
edging the fraud, beats it on an 
early train. ‘The girl, finding her 
brother gone, takes advantage of a 
calf-loving suitor calling with a 
motorbike, and, missing the brother 
at the first station, spurts on to the 
next railroad crossing, flags the 
train, and bikes back with him, 
while the handy gendarmes arrest 
the calf-lover for flagging the train, 
and pack him off in a cattle car. 

Acting is excellent throughout, 
part being made to order for Pre- 
jean, and Annabella just a natural 
for her part of the sister. Dubosc | 
as the elderly father is satisfactory, | 
as are the plotting couple. As the 
showgirl, Simone Simon is excellent, 








and is a bet to act the parts of the 
late Janine Marese. The find in the 
film is Guy Silloux, who does the 
calf-lover, and looks like a younger | 
Stan Laurel. He photographs Al, | 
and is a good comedian. 

The last few minutes are fast and 





cleans 


( his bicycle until he 
finally fades 


out in the cattle car, 
where the gandarmes throw him 
among loving calves while his 
fiancee is recovering her fake broth- 
er and real lover, the audience is 
deeply entertained. Mari. 


NAMES FOR ‘LANCER’ 
Hollywood, June 20. 
Paramount will go heavy on male 
star names in its ‘Lives of a Ben- | 
gal Lancer,’ production of which is | 
quite a way off. 








Top parts will be given Fredric 
March, Gary Cooper and Richard 
Arlen, 





WINNER TAKE ALL 


Warner Bros. production and 
James Cagney starred. Directed 
Del Ruth. Story by Gerald 
Adaption and dialog by Wilson Mizner and 
Robert Lord. Robert Kurric, photog. At 
the Strand, New York, week of June 1T. 
Running time, 66 minutes. 


release. 
by Roy 


cevenccencccacepesacess James Cagney, 


| IIE io ovis cs ann siauecaces eee Nixon 





We ccesscetss tee ee eeuce say MmiBDes 
Rosebud (trainer):.. eeoee-Clarence Muse 
MNEs 0.4544490% nob bneneeeeses Ye = Eence 
Dickie..... $$ 6ee6e ccecéecceessaenie Moore 
Monty....+. cedecotcectesewostnRuee ' LORE 





If ever there was a one-man af- 


fair on celluloid, this is it. James 
Cagney is not only solely respon- 
sible for the result, but his perfect 
impersonation of a pug turns the 
rare trick of making a successful 
talker out of a fight yarn. ‘Winner 
Take AlIl’s’ edge over the average 
pugilistic picture wherein the men 


only are pleased, is that the wom- 


en also will like this one. At the 
New York .Strand Cagney’s rough 
handling of the femmes drew most 


of its laughter from the women in 
the audience. 

Cagney seems to have received 
encugh room to play this one as he 
thought it should be played. The 
scenario end provided a story that's 
basically conventional and seldom 
departs from the regulation 
prize fight code, but added gags and 
bits that suit the star. It’s a much 
better system than remaking the 
star to fit the gaszs and bits, but 
can’t be done unless the star, as in 
this case, really looks and acts like 


|a pug. Nobody else in the picture 
field could have impressed in this 


|role as Cagney does, which is taking 


in a lot of territory and plenty of 
pecple. 

For the first time a motion pic- 
ture leather pusher doesn’t emerge 
from violent ring battles with 
feet features. They slipped Cagney 
a flattened nose and a 
ear by simple application of putty, 
and he wears ‘em like they belong. 
The beak and the ear get him in 
hot water eventually, with 


"em like hot potatoes when they 
lose their attractiveness. Cagney 
loses his after. a trip to a plastic 
surgeon. 

There’s also the nice girl and, as 
ever, she wins out. The love strain 
is trite, but the fireworks in and 
about the love stuff gives it starch. 

Cagney passed nothing up to 
snatch howls, nor did the script 
boys. The slugging is confined to 
the ring moments, but Cagney 
makes up for it by dousing one lady 
with a seltzer bottle, kicking an- 
other in the east end going west and 
borrowing Lou Holtz’ cane for acci- 
dental contact with a third. Each 
display of the wife beating instinct 
made an appreciative audience yell. 
Customers anticipated the _ seltzer 
squirting in advance and started to 
respond at least 10 seconds before 
it happened. 

At the outset it’s easy to see that 
Cagney isn’t going to be the usual 
sort of picture pug. They lace his 
brains inside his boxing gloves right 
off the bat by having him make a 
typical slug nutty speech from the 
ring after friendly fans have an- 
swered a plea for financial aid by 
tossing coins and bills into the ring. 
The announcer explains that Jimmy 
Kane (Cagney) must go away for 
his health, and contributions would 
be appreciated. 

Cagney’s first ring workout is in 
a Tia Juana hideaway during the 
rest trip. He takes the match for 
money to pay Marian Nixon’s sana- 
torium bill. Miss Nixon is the pic- 
ture’s nice girl and she’s at the 
same health resort with her little 
son. Sunny is sick. Cagney brings 
back the dough, along with the 
busted smeller and tin ear. In this 
bout he exhibits the kind of ring 
prowess that comes natural, not by 
study. On two other occasions he 
steps into the ring and each time 
impresses as a pug rather than an 
actor trying to be one. In the sec- 
ond scrap he changes his style from 
slugging to fancy boxing in order to 
protect his new face. The change 
in tactics is so natural as to suggest 
a double, were it not for the fact 
that Cagney’s antics are the same 
in close-ups as in the distance shots. 
Guy Kibbee gets in another gem 
character study as the fighter’s 
manager, copping all the honors 
that remain after Cagney cleans up. 
The two women, Virginia Bruce and 
Miss Nixon, are always doing 
straight, but with sufficient force to 
make their parts stand up, as the 
bad and good girl, respectively. 

Proper atmosphere is never miss- 
ing from the technical end. A large 
part of the satisfactory result is 
through the producer’s restraint in 
staging the fight stuff and absence 
of exaggeration. Bige. 





LSatent du Miracle 


(‘The Miracle Child’) 
(FRENCH-MADE) 
(With Songs) 

Paris, June 9 
A Diamant Berger production. 
uted by C. U. GC From the stage piay by 
Paul Gavault and Robert Charvay Made 
in the suburban studios of Eclair at Epinay. 


tecorded Tobis Klangfilm Music by Jean 
Renoir. Photo by Desfassiaux and Gon- 
dois. Running time, 75 mins. “loisee, 
Paris, June 5. 

Cast: Blanche Montel, Armand Gernard, 
Nadine Picard, Martel Vallee Goupil, 
Marthe Mussine, Kerny, Henri Marchand. 

Film is not making money com- | 
mensurate with the success of the 


stage play from which it is drawn. 


Reaumont. } 


per- | 


cauliflower | 


a. blonde | 
who likes ’em rough and then drops | 


Distribe-| 


| | 
| This appears due to the fact that 


| the play’s dialog was an important 
| part of the fun, and also that tempo 
ij has been somewhat slowed up by 
injecting useless singing. Also some 
dancing by the Jackson girls at the 


from 


The strong element, apart 


|the amusing story, is the excellent 
acting. Blanche Montel as_ the 


childless widow of a rich 
maker who must produce an heir 
within the next ten months if she is 
}to inherit his fortune, and accepts 
jher architect’s suggestion that 
'get suitable help from her loyer, 
gives a very good 
part. She and looks well. Ar- 
mand Bernard plays opposite her as| 


acts 


the tank-town clerk delegated to 
keep watch on her so that she 
doesn’t cheat his village of the for 


tune coming to it if no heir is forth- 
coming. Balance of cast very good, 
especially Kerny as a lawyer, and| 
Nadine Picard as a mannequin, 


rendering of the} 





| 
geet 
' 


end is extraneous and useless. | 





sd 


Production is strictly indoors, with | 


no attempt to do anything but 
tograph the play, which takes place 


talmost entirely in the dressmaker'’s 
house, except for one funny se- 
quence in the lover’s apartment, 
where people, breaking in on a 


seance of spiritualism, are mistaken 
for ghosts. Technically, photo and 
sound are okay, but continuity and 
direction’ have turned a fast and 
witty play into a pretty tame affair 
on the screen. The result is pleas- 
ant entertainment, but nothing 


strong enough to permit film to 
break out of the nice programmer 
class. Mazi. 


| Hirsekorn Greift Ein 
(‘Hirsekorn Butts In’) 
(AUSTRIAN MADE) 


Sascha 
| release 


production. Siegel Monopolfilm 

Directed by Rudolf Bernauer. 
| Manuscript by Rudolf Bernauer and Rudolf 
Oesterreueger. Production management, 
| Rudolf Oesterreicher. Photographer, Ewald 
Daub, Music by W. Jurmann, Tobis 
| recorded. American premiere at the Hin- 
lenburg, N. Y., week beginning June 9. 
| 





Running time, 91 mins. 
| Thea van Dieman,.......-. Charlotte Susa 
| BURPWOMOER  cccccccccesccecess Felix Bressart 
Lothar Bosse....cecsesssses Rolf von Goth 
| Frau Hollman...cscsesccseses Resa Valetti 
Alma Marfield...........Truus van Aalten 
| Harmonica-Ede ...... ..Richard Waldemar 
| Director Krauss...... rere.” | 
' Schwanfelder ..... ee eecces ...Albert Paulig 
b WHEEEE cccoccdococcceccoece sooo. Walter Jura 
Quickie holds little promise for 
even the artie b.o. because of its 
slapstick. Magnus when catching 


this piece some 20 months back at 
the Tauentzien Palast in Berlin 
picked it for a doubter. He cited 
it for a chance at the German b.o. 
only because. of the personal popu- 
larity of the leading players, Felix 
Bressart, comedian, and the charm- 
ing blonde, Charlotte Susa, femme 
lead. Maybe this can hold to an 
extent for the German tonguers in 
the States. om SY 

Plot is obvious and only bears 
out the title in a minor way. Hirse- 
korn is an actor with a road troupe 
who gets canned by his boss and 
finds himself suddenly chauffeur to 
a femme novelist. 

Underlying music through it all. 
That music sounds dainty although 
the words may not be. Miss Susa 
resembles Vilma Banky type but 
gets no opportunity to prove her 
acting ability in any real way. 
Same may go for Bressart, who 
has been seen to better advantage 
in other films. Neither his role nor 
his acting here bears out starring 
presumption. 

But Truus van Aalten, as the lit- 
tle factory girl, bears watching. 

Shan, 


Das Lied Einer Nacht 
(‘The Song of Night’) 


(GERMAN MADE) 


serlin, June 9. 

Cine-Allianz Production and Ufa release 
| Idea and manuscript by I. v. Cube and A. 
Joseph. Photography, Fritz Arno Wagner 
ind Robert Baberake. Sound, H. Fritz- 
sching. Settings, Werner Cchlichting. Mu- 
sic, Mischa Spollansky. Direction, Anatol 
Litwak. Cast: Jan Kiepura, Fritz Schudz, 
Magda Schneider, Ida Wuest, Otto Wall- 
burg, Margo Lion, Julius Falkenstein. Re- 
eorded on Klangfilm. Running time, 82 
minutes, At Gloria Palast, Berlin. 








At the end of te season Ufa re- 
leases its best picture. It’s a film 
of appeal beyond Europe. It has all 
the ingredients of a great success. 
The great Polish singer, Jan Kiepu- 
ra, makes his powerful voice heard, 
and fan response is enthusiastic. 
Score is made up of bits of Verdi 
airs and Puccini melodies, flavored 
with the modern music of Mischa 
Spoliansky. 

The singer also has the matinee 
idol appearance. 

The young film director, Anatol 
Litwak, gives proof of talent here. 
The arrangement of the picture, its 
cutting, the direction and the dialog 
all show his skill. 

Plot: A famous Italian singer 
j runs away from his martinet man- 





ageress. In the train he meets a 
nice young man; they become 





friends and both go to a Swiss re- 
sort. There rumors are at once 
spread of the arrival of the world- 
famous singer. In the 
speech the manager of the place ad- 
dresses the young man, instead of 
lerraro. And Ferraro seizes the 
chance to change parts. He drives 


pho- |} 





—— oe . 


Studio Placements 


Mrs. Sojin, ‘War Correspondent? 
CoL 

Jack Kennedy, 
Fox. 

Eunice Chapin to dialog ‘No Moré 
Orchids; Col. 





‘After the Rain,® 


Milton Krims assigned to write 
original, ‘Rustlers at War; Buck 


Jones’ next starring picture for Col 

_ Karl Brown engaged by Columbia 
to write original around title of 
‘State Trooper.’ 


Fred Myton to Col for original 
1round title of ‘Soldiers of the 
Storm.’ 

Gordon Rigby to Col on screen 
treatment for Transcontinental 
Flyer.’ 

Paul Gangelin to Col for screen 
treatment on ‘Speed Demon.’ 

Barbara Weeks ypposite Buck 
Jones in ‘White Eagles,; Jason Ro- 


bards and Paul Ellis also cast, CoL 
Agnes Christine Johnson and 
Frank Dazey screen treatment of 
Grace Perkins’ magazine story, ‘Air 
Hostess’; Col. 
Elizabeth Patterson, Noel Francis, 
Arnold Lucy, ‘Riddle Me This,’ Par, 
Patricia Ellis, Allan Vincent, 
‘Three on a Match,’ Warners. 
Marian Shockley for femme lead 
in ‘Torchy’ series, C. C. Burr, for 
Educational. 


Myrna Loy, Elsie Prescott, ‘13 
Women,’ Radio. 

Eddie Sutherland to direct ‘Mys- 
teries of the French Secret Police,’ 
Radio. 

Arnold Lucy, ‘Riddle Me This,’ 
Par. 


Allan Jenkins, ‘Three on a Match’ 
and ‘I Am a Fugitive,’ WB. 

Dudley Murphy to direct 
tania Secret,’ Par. 

Breezy Eason to direct ‘Long Loop 
Laramie,’ Col. 

Niles Welch, Wm. von Brinken, 
‘Murder of the Night Club Lady,’ 
Col. 

Robert Elliott, ‘White Eagle,’ Col 

George Green to write shorts for 
Principal. 

Tom Buckingham to write rum- 
running story, U. 

Sam Mintz loaned to Radio by 
Paramount to write ‘Little Orphan 
Annie.’ 


‘Lusi- 


Humphrey’ Bogart, Juin Wil- 
liams, Walter Hiers, Phil Tead, 
Charles . Williams, ‘70,000 Wit- 


nesses,’ Charles R. Rogers. 

Vernon Dent, three Harry Lang< 
don shorts, Metropolitan. 

George Barbier, ‘Phantom Presli- 
dent,’ Par. 

Margaret Lindsey opposite Tom 
Mix, ‘Pony Boy.’ 

Andy Devine, Louise Fazenda, 
Frank McHugh, Jobyna Howland, 
Sidney Fox, ‘Once in a Lifetime,’ 
U. 

John Marston, 
Match,’ FN. 

Shirley Grey, Noah Beery, ‘Long 
Loop Laramie,’ Col. 

Frank Campeau, Bond, 
‘White Eagle,’ Col. 

Clair Dodd, ‘Riddle Me This,’ Par, 

Contract of Joseph L. Mankewicz, 
writer, renewed for another six 
months at Par. 

Aileen Pringle, ‘Fraternity House,’ 
Radio. 

Preston Foster, Howard Phillips, 
Noel Madison, Georgie Stone, Ralph 
Theodore, Louise Carter, Don 
Hayes, ‘Last Mile,’ Tiff. 

Mary Duncan, ‘Thirteen Women,’ 
Radio. 

Ann Dvorak, ‘Hall of Justice,’ 
Joseph I, Schnitzer. 


‘Three on a 


Wade 





Jerry Mayer’s Music Dept. 
Hollywood, June 20. 
Mischa Gutterson, who conducted 
Sunday afternoon Symphony con- 
certs for Sid Grauman, has joined 
with J. G. Mayer in the formation 
of Mischa Gutterson Corporation. 
Firm will supply synchronizations 
for pictures and records for radio, 
using a standing orchestra of from 
30 to 35 pieces, 


They have taken a floor in the Ole-_ 


ij 


son building on Vine street as head- 
quarters, 





place. He declares at the police 
station he is the famous singer Fer- 
raro, and sings to prove his identity 
before the hotel orchestra personneL 
The examination turns into a con- 
cert. Ferraro sings, and the choir 
and soloists, intended to be experts 
only, join in. Happy end, the two 
lovers get married and the swindler 
arrested by the police. 
Fritz Schulz plays the 
with charm and wit. Otto Walburg 
bubbles in his well-known way. Ida 
Wuest plays with irresistible droll- 


swindler 





welcome | 


|} into the mountains and meets a| 
| charming girl. Of course, he falls} 
in love with her. After some time 


his friend is found to be a swindler 
wanted by the police. As he had 


| taken his name he is arrested in his! 


ery an elderly married lady with a 
big heart. Margo Lion delivers a 
song with charm, and Julius Falk- 
enstein characterizes one of his fine 


types with a neat comic touch, 
Magda Schneider is a failure ag 
cast. She is a charming little actel 
ress, but she has not got the necese 

iry beauty for a picture like this, 
that has chances of the great intere 
national success, 

Sound and photography excellent 
Mischa Spoliansky’s music, as ale 
ways, artistic His hit, ‘Heute ht 
odder nie’ (‘Tonight or N ") will 


sung by ryverybod 


Magnus, 


soon be 


wma in lat St ef hn epamege nominee 
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Toning Troubles 
Stir Indie Suits 
In L.A. vs. F-WC 


Los Angeles, June 290. 

Goaded to desperation by their 
inability to secure relief from what 
they term ‘preferential’ picture 
bookings by F-WC and downtown 
indies, leading independent exhibit- 
ors of the Los Angeles suburban 
territory, acting through the me- 
dium of the newly organized In- 
dependent Theatres Owners of 
Southern California, are preparing 
suits against distributors, which 
they hope will shortly receive fed- 
eral attention. Six specific cases 
are all ready to be whipped into 
legal action, and others selected 
from 28 complaints already on hand 
will be made ready as soon as pos- 
sible. 

Claim is made by the indies that 
the circuit, particularly, is, and has 
been for some time, evading the 
zoning schedule for Los Angeles su- 


burban houses by manipulating 
price schedules, It is charged that 
in many instances a majority of 


seats in the chain houses are at a 
much lower schedule than the ad- 
vertised ‘top’ price, and that pic- 
tures are booked on the basis of the 
highest price charged by the house 
even when there are no seats sold 
at that figure. 
F-WC Warning 

F’-WC booking department a few 
days ago sent out a general bulle- 
tin to all film exchanges notifying 
them that if pictures were booked 
to any exhibitor ahead of the ‘break’ 
provided by zoning, the circuit 
wculd refuse to pay for these pic- 
tures. As a matter of fact, insist 
the indies, F-WC is constantly vio- 
lating this rule by resorting to 
booking tactics as enumerated 
above. 

It is charged that the circuit 
books repeat runs within three or 
four weeks in its own houses, due 
tc maintaining a high ‘top’ box- 
‘office, prices, whereas indepedents, 
who have admission scales actually 
on a par with the general admission 
price secured by the circuit houses, 
must wait from five to six months 
before play dates can be secured. 

Downtown indie houses, the su- 
burban exhibs contend, have estab- 
lished a ‘top’ price, but no scats are 
sold at this figure excepting in the 
casé of a chump who might inno- 
cently ask for a higher price ad- 
mission. 

Suburban indie theatre men have 
been unofficially advised that the 
government will not be interested in 
a single or isolated complaint, but 
that if a sufficient number of com- 
plaints are brought to their atten- 
tion they will take cognizance of the 
situation. Indies feel they have 
about reached the end of the rope in 
the face of what they term unwar- 
ranted freezing out of their inter- 
ests, and are prepared to go the 
limit in seeking relief. 





Films’ Foreign Press 
Ass’n Elects; 250 Papers 


Hollywood, June 29. 

Joseph B. Polansky was elected 
president of the Association of 
Foreign Correspondents at a special 
meeting, with D. Pek elected secre- 
tary. 

Members represent 250 foreign 
Papers in all parts world. 


White’s Watchful Wait 


Hollywood, June 20. 
Alice White turned down an offer 
of British International to make two 
Pictures in London. 
Sticking here for something to de- 
velop. 


STOLOFF AT COLUMBIA 


Hollywood, June 20. 

Ben Stoloff, who recently made 
Tom Mix pictures for Universal, en- 
gazed by Columbia to direct ‘Night 
Mayor,’ 

Columbia is also getting into the 
‘13’ cycle by making ‘Thirteenth 
Man,’ South Seas story written by 
Howard Higgin and Keene Tomp- 
s0n. Higgin will direct. 


LOADING UP CAPRA 


Hollywood, June 2. 

Following ‘Bitter Tea of General 
Yen,’ his current assignment, and 
‘The Dictator,’ to follow, Frank 
Capra will direct ‘Brief Moment’ at 
Columbia. Robert Riskin adapting 
‘Moment.’ 

iunice Chapin adapting ‘Child of 
Manhattan’ on same lot 














bsale, 


AUTHENTIC 


‘Madison Sq. Garden’ Co. East to 
Shoot at M. S. G. 








Hollywood, June 20. 

Charles S. Rogers is sending a 
company to New York to complete 
work on ‘Madison Square Garden.’ 
Harry Joe Brown will be the di- 
rector and the location troupe will 
include most of the principals. 

Earl Baldwin, on loan from War- 
ners, is rewriting the script in 
preparation * r the departure. 





F-WC in L. A. Opposish 
Battle with Indie Chain | 





Los Angeles, June 298. 

Said to have been operating 
without the knowledge, or at least | 
the sanction of Fox-W.C. operat- | 
ing heads, minor execs have been) 
getting that circuit in a battle with | 
Westland theatres. 

When Westland Theatres, Inc., | 
operated by Walter H. Leimert, cut | 
the price at the New Liemert in 
Liemert Park, a subdivision pro- 
moted by the Westland owners, the 





F-WC Mesa, some miles distant, | 
sloughed its price to 15ce and in-| 
vaded the Liemert territory, plac- | 


ing posters and tack cards ail over 
the Liemert house’s drawing ter- 
ritory, announcing the new price. 

To make matters worse, some of | 
the posters were pasted on prop- 
erty owned by Liemert. His prompt | 
demand to Charles Skouras that) 
these trespasses be stopped result- | 
ed in the immediate removal of the 
offending bills from Liemert prop- | 
erty, but not generally. 

In Orange county much the same 
condition arose when F-WC em- 
ployees, operating the house at 
Santa Ana, invaded Orange, two 
miles distant, where Westland had 
a monopoly. Some 10,000 program 
cards were given house-to-house 
distribution, but this was stopped | 
by the police when it developed 
that the $20 distribution license fee 
had not been -taken out. 

Circuit then sent a brilliantly 
lighted advertising auto with a loud 
speaker to circle a park directly op- 
posite the Westland theatre. 


MOMAND’S SUIT 


Conspiracy Complaint Filed Vs. 22 
Film Co.’s 








Oklahoma City, June 20. 
In an amended petition in federal 
court at Oklahoma City, A. B. Mo- 
mand, Shawnee, president of the 
Momand Theatres, Inc., charged 
conspiracy against Paramount and 
21 other companies, alleging a move 
to drive him out of business. 
He is seeking heavy damages. 


‘Alive’ Last All-Film 
For State-Lake, Chicago 


Chicago, June 20. 

Last straight picture at the State- 
Lake will be Frank Buck's ‘Bring 
’Em Back Alive’ (Radio), with Buck 
making a personal appearance in 
conjunction with the film. Jimmy 
Ashcraft, formerly with U. A., is in 
advance. 

Following week (July 2}, State- 
Lake opens with a vaudfilm policy 
of s>ven acts and a feature. 


Midwest RKO Folds 2 


Chicago, June 20. 

RKO has started to weed out its 
straight sound houses in the mid- 
west territory for the summer. 
First two to go are the Strand, 
Madison, Wis., and Granada, South 
Bend, Ind., which close until the | 
fall after July 4. 

In both these towns RKO has 
pooling arrangements with opposi- 








! 
|; own 





tion circuits. In Madison with Fox 
and in South Bend with Publix. 
This leaves the Orpheum, Madison, | 
and Palace, South Bend, still open. 


Gleason’s Ringers 
Hollywood, June 20. 

Educational is lining up available 
well known baseball players to ap- | 
pear in the first of the James Glea- | 
son shorts being produced for Ed- 
ucational under the title of ‘Jerry | 
of the Journal.’ 

Production starts June 23 with | 
Lucille Gleason, Russel Gleason and | 
Mike Donlin along with James 
Gleason, who will act as well as 
direct. 








SCHLANK BUYS ‘ALIBI’ 
Hollywood, June 290. 
‘Red Haired Alibi,’ by Wilson Col- 
lison, has been bought by Morris 
Schlank for Premier Productions 
Reva Love Weil 


Coast Suicide 
(Continued from page 9) 





tribution companies are feeling the 
reaction Ly constant howls for ad- 
justments and lower-priced films. 


Film Board Watches 


Film Board of Trade has adopted 
a ‘hands off’ policy as regards 
double feature showings, but dis- 
tributors individually are at liberty 
to refuse service at any time they 
figure their product may be jeop- 
ardized. The practice has been tol- 
erated for many months, with 
idea in mind that it is purely an 
exhibitor evil and that if the pic- 
ture house men want to cut their 
throats it is no affair of the 
exchanges. , 

3ut with the exhibition industry 
reduced to the status of a five and 
dime store or country bazaar, an 
energetic movement is already un- 
der way to bring strong pressure to 
bear to eliminate these evils. Just 
how far the distributors are pre- 
pared to go in their campaign has 
not been made clear, nor do the 
exchange men themselves know. 


the 





But that there are up in arms is no 
secret. 

In the past few weeks the Fox | 
West Coast circuit has come rap- 
idly to the front as one of the lead- 
ing exponents of these various gags. 
Among their wos Angeles houses 
where half-rate student tickets or 
service charges for passes are in 
effect are the Figueroa, Palace and 
other downtown houses. At numer- 
ous of the chain houses give-away 
nights are regularly conducted. 
Golden Gate, on Whittier boulevard, 
is the latest, with a promoted re- 
frigerator as the patronage lure. 

San Diego’s Give-Aways 

In San Diego the F-WC deluxers 
—Fox, Orpheum and California— 
have gone to extreme limits, the 
Fox devoting an entire month to 
give-aways. Prizes included two 
sedans, a cabriolet and a coupe, one 
each Tuesday night for four weeks, 
each car valued at around $850, and 


four refrigerators worth $198.50 
each on four successive Friday 
nights. 


At the Fox California, in the same 
tewn, a complete bedroom set was 
the capital prize. The Fox Orpheum, 
showing double features, used the 
dailies to advertise that the first 25 
women in line would be admitted 
for 15c. The Fox introduced ‘Fam- 
ily Night,’ when the entire family, 
regardless of numbers, is admitted 
for a buck. Another Fox lure was 
a free preview of the new feature 
on the closing night of the current 
picture. Orpheum ads clipped from 
paper were good for admission if 
accompanied with paid adult ticket. 

In Ventura, 60 miles north of here, 
the American and Ventura theatres 
have tied up with the ‘Free Press,’ 
whereby two free tickets are given 
by the newspaper with every 50- 
cent subscription, either new or re- 
newal. Newspaper devoted two 
full-page gratis ads on succeeding 
days announcing the tieup. 


Passes With Laundry 


Arroya, suburban house, tied up 
with'a laundry whereby a free ad- 
mission was delivered in every 
bundle of clothes. Also hooked up 
a service station which Zgave one 
free 30c ticket with every $1 pur- 
chase, 

Madrid in lL. A. distributed thou- 
sands of circus heralds containing 
three coupons, each good for one 
admission with a 15c service charge. 
The New Garden, 4483 Telegraph 
Rd., showing double features for 
15c. flat, admits entire family Tues- 
days and Fridays for 25c. 

Tower, downtown first and subse- 
quent runs operated by Robert 
Gumbiner, has issued a flock of 
‘Guest Seasonal Courtesy’ cards 
which call for a 10c service charge 
per person each time courtesy is 
used. Attention is called on face of 
card to fact that ‘you save 30c. per 
person when used after 6 p. m. 

Bards, at 5th and Hill, issued sin- 


| gle and double complimentaries, 


each calling for a five-cent service, 
and also ‘guest tickets’ good when 
accompanied by paid adult admis- 
sion. 

Service charges noted for other 
downtown houses are 10c at Fox 
Palace; same at the Broadway; 6c 
at Lou Bards; 15c at the Million 
Dollar; 10c at the New Roxie; ic. 
at the Rialto. 

Survey covers every section of 
Los Angeles proper and shows unl- 
versal practice of some form or 
other of racketeering, with nobody 
seemingly profiting, and every ex- 
hibitor ready to knife the next fel- 


negotieted the; low but loudly hollering it his pet 
Lorosaet is stepped-cay 





Radio's Prompt News Coverage 
Too Tough for Any Real Newsreel 





RKO MANAGERIAL SHIFTS 


J. J. Franklin Set on Coast—Firn- 
koess and Gill Out 

J. E. Firnkoess, Cleveland divi- 
sion manager, and Homer Gill, 
northwest division head, are out in 
the latest RKO operating depart- 
ment changes, J. J. McCurdy is re- 
placink Firnkoess, while Gill's divi- 
sion is being scrapped for local di- 
rection by house managers under 
supervision by Cliff Work on the 
coast. 

Firnkoess and a group of Cleve- 
land people are opening offices there 
for the purpose of acquiring indie 
theatres for operation in that terri- 
tory. 

J. J. Franklin, brother of Harold 
B. Franklin, supplants Hank Gold- 
enberg in the Los Angeles district, 
with Goldenberg moving to San 
Francisco in Lem Brown's place. 
Latter is awaiting another assign- 
ment. 

Morgan Ames, in charge of RKO 
district embracing Minneapolis, St. 
Paul, etc., transfers to Chicago to 
aid Ascher Levy operate the mid- 
west division in addition to his owa 
houses. 

John L. Hines returns to the Pal- 
ace, Cleveland, replacing Livingston 
Lanning. Victor Meyers succeeds T. 
H. Stern in New Orleans and Floyd 
Maxwell supplants Joe Cooper in 
Portland, Ore. 





WB’s ‘Central Park’ to Be 
Made Mostly in N.Y.’s C.P. 


Joan Castle, recently tested for 
Warner Bros. by Rufus LeMaire, 
may go into ‘Central Park’ for WB 
as her first, then transferring to the 
Coast. 

‘Park,’ with Joan Blondell, will be 
mostly made in the east in the city 
park after which titled. A unit to 
start it in New York is due within 
two weeks. 


Pennock Col. P. A. 


Hollywood, June 20. 

Murray Pennock, former Fox- 
West Coast manager, is now han- 
dling coast exploitation for Colum- 
bia. In addition he is to organize 
Buck Jones ‘ranger’ clubs along the 
coast. 

Appointed by George Brown from 
New York by wire. 


‘JERRY’ SHORTS LINEUP 


Hollywood, June 20. 

‘Baseball,’ first sport short in the 
‘Jerry of the Journel’ series, will 
have Irish Meuse, Jim Thorpe and 
Mike Donlin handling mitts. Series 
is being made by Norman Sper for 
Educational release, with initial one 
starting Thursday (23). 

Peggy Montgomery (Baby Peggy), 
former child star, may do a come- 
back in the series. Girl, now 14, 
has been off the screen seven years. 


REOPEN ADAMS, DETROIT 
Detroit, June 290. 

The Adams which has been clos! 
for two years reopens next week as 
a grind. Harry Balaban of Chicago 
has taken the house over on a per- 
centage deal from the Hugo Scheer- 
er estate. 

House was last operated by Pub- 
lix whose lease expiring last Feb- 
ruary and was not renewed. 

















Moving to Educational 
Hollywood, June 290. 

Cc. C. Burr moved production 
headquarters and offices from Tec- 
Art studios to Educational, where 
he has a release for six “Torchy’ 
comedies. 

Other short product producers 
moving to Educational this week 
are Olympiad Productions, Jack 
Hayes and Al Christie, all previ- 


ously making headquarters at Met- | 


ropolitan, 





Par Publicity Outs 
Alvin Adams, Packard Palmer 


and Floyd Fitzsimmons have been| 


dropped from the Paramount pub- 
licity-advertising department. 

Al Wilkie continues over the dis- 
tributor house organ. He is also 


working on the Par sales campaign, 
doing considerable traveling around | 
the country on that 





Scoops; Televisions Future Hope 


Radio has taken the edge from the 


newsreels. Radio’s immediate cov- 
erage of current events has cut the 
field of operations for the celluloid 
sheets to a point whene even the 
reels admit they are mostly maga- 
zines. 

The situation is such that the 
competitive efforts of the industry's 
newsreels which are made in cov- 
ering some single event impels an 
expensive evaluation for each clip. 

On certain big news events cer- 
tain minds feel the more logical 
manner of covering by newsreels 
could »%e done by combination of 
efforts. That's from every angle, 
distribution as well as coverage. The 
cameraman can get only so many 
shots of a person or an event and in 
many instances one or two cameras 
would be sufficient to gather in all 
the celinloid stuff that finally 
reaches the form of an exhibition 
clip. 

The time element is so strongly 
in favor of radio that a scoop by a 
newsreel is strictly a matter of 
transportation. As such the beat is 
only a scattered exhibition effort 
chiefly benefiting the Broadway 
first-runs, and most of the time by 
only a few hours. 

The newsreels’ subconscious com- 
petition with radio is sending their 
coverage costs up on nearly every 
point except on magazine efforts. 

Only 3 Hours’ Scoop 

The most recent example of this 
is the Chicago Republican conven- 
tion. Paramount which achieved 
a technical beat by having shots of 





|in the profits. 


the convention shown in some 
houses about three hours after the 
convention opened, had to go heavy 
on the cameramen besides trans- 
portation costs, to get more than 
merely local exhibition. The trans- 
portation beats are accomplished by 
airplane, where most of the over- 
head goes. 

Ingenuity of the Pathe people, 
however, was such that simultan- 
eouslvy with the nomination of Presi- 
dent Hoover Pathe reels announc- 
ing the fact were ready for showing 
in all houses served by that com- 
pany. The reel had been prepared 
in advance. That's merely a canny 
angle which can’t be classed as an 
essential scoop. 

Television’s Hope 

Only television in the future will 
bring the newsreels back to its 
former eminence, according to belief. 
Reels under a television system 
alone may effectively compete with 
radio. 

On the .Lovelty tack, however, the 
newsreels can achieve exclusives 
but can't be really classed as scoops. 
The outstanding scoop of all re- 
cently was Pathe’s interview with 
Amelia Earhart, trans-atlantie flier. 
The Pathe clip was exclusive for 
several days in America although 
Miss Earhart’s flight was financed 
and sponsored mostly by Paramount. 
That was essentially a news scoop 
and in a big way. 

That the theatres feel the punch 
to have been grafted out of the 
newsrecl may be surmised from 
current efforts of theatre men to 
effect some kind of combination of 
effort among the newsreels to effect 
certain overhead savings in dis- 
tribution and general costs. 

Theatre men back of such a move 
are inclined to feel that where four 
reels exist today they may be cut 
down to two in a way as to serve 
the entire industry collectively. The 
basis is a holding company in which 
the affiliated companies would share 
Others contend that 
such an effort may not succeed. 


OAKIE-RATOFF-‘LIFETIME’ 


Hollywood, June 290. 
Jack Oakie, after making a test, 








Columbia 


signed for a part in ‘Once in a Life- 
time’ at U, replacing Andy Devine, 

Gregory Ratoff will play ‘Gloe- 
gauer’ and June Clyde replaces Side 


iney Foxe in this film. 





Add Columbia P. A.’s 
Hollywood, June 20. 
publicity staff up te 
cight with addition of Gretchen 
Messer and Seymour Thompson. 
Messer will handle fashions, faa 
and feminine yarns. Thompson i@ 


an advertising layout mama, \ 
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AND EXHIBITORS EVERYWHERE 
ARE SAYING 'f NOW WITH 


ONTRACTS 


“BRAVO! HAIL COLUMBIA! 


The Exhibitor’s Friend—The Most Consistent 
Producer of Real Profitable Box-office Pictures!’’ 
That’s what exhibitors everywhere are saying 


-~and saying it with a flood of new Columbia 
contracts. 





They know that Columbia is concentrating solely 
and only in the making of good pictures — MADE 
BY SHOWMEN FOR SHOWMERN! 


Exhibitors know that Columbia publicizes its pic- 
tures direct, creating a ready-made audience of 
millions — exhibitors know that their Columbia 
contract for 1932-33.is their theatre’s life insur- 
ance — the one, sure guaranteed link to profits. 


Buy Safety First—Buy Columbia First! 
Beat your competitor to it this year! 
See your Columbia salesman at once! 
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By Epes W. Sargent 








Triples on One 


Hamilton, N. Y. 

Geo. A. Miller, of Smaller’s thea- 
tre, has gone to triple featuring, but 
he dees it with only one full length. 
He plays up his ‘Big Triple Pro- 
gram’ as consisting of a Hoot Gib- 
son western, a Slim Summerville 
tworeeler and the Paramount News. 

He gives each an equal play in 
his throwaways and other adver- 
tising labeling them ‘No. 1’ to ‘No. 
3.’ For the news, he itemizes up the 
three leading clips. 

Witheut opposition, he does not 
nave to give two full features, but 
piayin: up all the items gives the 
jocais the idea they are going to see 
a reel show, and they’re satisfied. 


Drums Are Popular 


Revolving drums as part of the 
under marquee banner seems to be 
growing in popularity, both the RKO 
and the Loew N. Y. theatres mak- 
ing frequent use of them. It is al- 
ways effective and it gives both 
movement and a maximum of dis- 
play. 

The simplest form is merely a 
cylinder pivoted into an opening cut 
in the banner, which extends across 
the sidewalk. Pictorial matter of 
panels of sales talk are placed on 
the circumference. The swankier 
idea is to cut the bases into four or 
more sections for as many panels 
as may be desired. The Palace the- 
atre, for example, has one with 10 
faces on which are lettered the en- 
tire program. The panels make for 
easier reading than where the text 
is on a rounded surface. 

If made light enough the drum 
can be revolved by means of one of 
the small motors which come in 
with structural toy sets. It makes 
for a nice effect without requiring 
any particular constructive skill 


Help Olympics 
Seattle. 

Tox-West Coast stepping heavily 
on exploitation for tieup to raise 
funds to send six Olympic athletes 
for tryouts at Palo Alto. Goodwill 
effort only, midnite matinee at 
Fifth Ave. giving entire income to 
the fund. Lots of publicity and fa- 
vorable comment. 

Bon Marche tieup with Fifth Ave. 
for display of bathing suits netted 
fine display window, store advertis- 
ing boosting Raquel and Renee 
Torres, and bathing girl revue with 
Fanchon-Marco stage show, 

For ‘Night Court’ at Fox theatre, 
Vic Gauntlett, adv megr., F-WC in 
this district, tried out a new stunt. 
Preview seen by local judges and 
leading lawyers. This put on trailer 
at end of regular trailer, All 
boosted the court scenes, etc 


Now It’s Peaks 


Cameo, N. Y., is getting away 
from the standard Life Savers and 
using miniature samples of a candy 
known as Peaks, which gives a 
chance for the copy ‘Have a peak at 
Broadway’s most exciting mystery 
melodrama, Edgar Wallace’s ‘The 
Ringer,’ now at the Cameo. 

This makes a more apt connection 
than the usual life saver lines, now 
that the latter is on its way out. 
Kameo theatre, Pittsfield, Mass., 
sends in an envelope with the urge 
to see and hear ‘The Unexpected 
Father’ and eat and enjoy the con- 
tents of the envelope. 

Anything which gives the re- 
cipient something to eat is more apt 
to get attention than the merely 
advertising appeal, and if not over- 
done, it is a good bet always. It 
does not pay, however, to get them 
expecting something every week, 





Free to Fishermen 


Minneapolis. 

The State had an effective tie-up 
with a leading loop meat and fish 
establishment for the Zane Grey 
‘South Sea Adventures.’ Fifty free 
tickets were given to the first fish- 
ermen applying at the store. In 
return for the ducats, the store 
turned over part of its big display 
window at one of the loop’s busiest 
corners for a fish display advertis- 
ing the picture. 


Dentifrice Tieup 


Minneapolis, June 13. 

Through a tie-up with the 46 Al- 
lied and independent theatres in the 
Twin Cities, a Chicago tooth paste 
manufacturer is offering free ad- 
mission to the showhouses until 
August 1. Dentifrice carton, with 
name and address, presented at any 
of the theatres is accepted at any 
performance for one adult or two 
children admissions. Tooth paste 
manufacturer is taking large news- 
paper display ad space. 


Television Show 
Detroit. 
A television and short wave radio 
show is being held at the Fisher 





theatre with a complete exhibit by | 


various national manufacturers. 


Show engineered by Gene Kearney | 


will demonstrate various radio nov- 


elties such as the transmission of 
music by light beam. Short wave 
sets and equipment will also be fea- 
tured. ERPI, the Army Signal 
Corps and local radio stations are 
co-operating to the extent of sup- 
plying exhibits. 


Shower Baths 


Might be well to remember the | 
shower baths, borrowed from the 
N. Y. fire department idea, which 
were so popular last summer. Es- 
sential is a sprinkler attached to a 
hose. Hot weather and small boys 
will find themselves. Sprinklers are | 
arranged for with the police de- 
partment and, if it is possible, 
placed in front of the house. Some 
theatres last year used the back 
alley. 

Children are supposed to come in 
bathing suits, though there is no 
prohibition against going under the 
spray with what passes with small 
boys for clothing during the hot 
weather. 

One downtown theatre is planning 
to work along a new line. The hose 
will be turned on between noon and 
1:30, and only stenogs are invited 
to take a shower during their lunch 
period. Crude lockers have been 
provided in the bill room, where 


they can change to bathing suits 
and the shower is placed in the 
alley, close to the sidewalk. Puts 


sex appeal into a stunt which pri- 
marily was intended for the smaller 





children. Move was planned only 
after the offices were canvassed 
and the gris all agreed that a 


shower would be appreciated. 


Par’s Calendars 

A. Paramount picture calendar, 
giving all data on pictures and pro- 
duction activity, has been inaugu- 
rated by Par as a special service 
for newspapers, fan mags, etc. 
Trade papers so far not included, 
may be later. 

The calendar, as it’s known, gives 
complete title, credits, cast, etc., on 
pictures up to the minute, plus re- 
lease dates. It also indicates what 
pictures are completed, those cur- 
rently in production as well as all 
those slated to go in, plus any info 
Par has as to credits and cast. Cal- 
endars will be issued every two 
weeks, 





Mickey’s P. A. 

Hal Hodes has worked out a tie 
up with the manufacturers of vari- 
ous Mickey Mouse novelties to work 
in with theatres playing the car- 
toons under the United Artists con- 
tracts. The outline of the plan is 
similar to that obtaining in the case 
of features, but seems to be the 
first time that a cartocn comedy has 
been given the advantage of spe- 
cial national exploitation. 

The scheme worked well a few 
years ago when ‘Our Gang’ comedies 
were given a similar ride. There 
are 22 licensees who make various 
novelties ranging from soap to dolls 
and supplying some 170,000 dealers. 





Color Gets Paper 

Prior to the opening of ‘Bring ’Em 
Back Alive,’ the Mayfair, N. Y., 
hooked the ‘Graphic’ to the usual 
coloring contest for children with 
20 animal subjects taken from the 
films, each with a neat descriptive 
legend. 

But the real payoff was the ad- 
vertising on the sides of the de- 
livery fleet, which reached other 
than the ‘Graphic’S readers. Paper 
got a nice return, and the few ticket 
prizes bought the theatre plenty of 
advance publicity. 


Some Real Tickets 

Strand, N. Y., advertised the 
Cagney fight picture, ‘Winner Takes 
All,’ with reproductions of a fight 
ticket, gotten up in close imitation 
of a real ducat. 

Those who come to the opening 
preview of the picture drop half the 
ticket in a box in the foyer and re- 
tain the rest for identification, both 
earrying similar serial numbers, At 
the close of the show the house de- 
clared certain ticket holders in for 
a real admission to the Sharkey- 
Schmeling fight. 


Stage Wedding 
New Haven. 

To plug ‘Week-End Marriage,’ 
Roger Sherman has dug up a cou- 
ple who will be married on stage 
during run of film. Gag is an old 
one but drawing plenty interest 
thanks to trailer and a group of 
merchants who are donating every- 
thing from the ring to a honey- 
moon in Atlantic City. 


A Daylight Saving 





| tention. 





Manager who figured that he 
would have to cut to get the early 
house with the new time did not an-| 
nounce it as a cut. He merely ex-| 
tended his afternoon prices to an 
hour later and announced it as al} 
daylight saving. 

Lets him go back to the six o'clock 








deadline when the time goes off! 
without much chance of a com- 
plaint. | 


Lucky Baby 


Sydney, Australia. 

Fuller chain is offering a prize of 
$20 to the first baby born on the 
day Marie Dressler’s ‘Emma’ opens 
in each capital city in the Common- 
wealth. Child does not have to be 
named Emma. It can be called Bill 
if conditions require. Stipulation is 
merely that it be born after mid- 
night of the opening day of the 
picture in each date. 

Planned to blow up the event in 
the newspapers with pictures of the 
parents and the new arrival. New 
down here an getting plenty of at- 


Talking Right Out 

Robert Collier of the Fox-West 
Coast theatres publicity, hits out 
from the shoulder when in a recent 
ad manual he writes, regarding a 
few managers who put the manual 
in the waste basket: ‘If the ad 
manual is not doing you any good, 
why not tell us how to make it 
help? If the campaigns don't fit 
your needs, why not tell us what 
kind will?’ 

Collier makes a bull’s-eye on a 
managerial state of mind that is by 
no means confined to his theatres 
or his section. Managers simply 
toss the helps aside without even 
trying to see ‘if they will help. 
Press books nowadays either help 





sell the picture or they don’t make 
a hit with t: - big boss any longer. 

Today managers need all the help 
they can get from every quarter 
and the mossback who feels him- 
self superior to a helping hand will 
not last very long. 

There is no longer any excuse for 
ignoring the average press book. 
Even the worst of them have ideas 
and the best can sell better than the 
average local manager. If you 
know better, help the compilers. 
They'll listen if you won't. 


Beach for Bathers 
Fox Brooklyn theatre made a nice 
clean-up with a bathing beauty con- 
test two nights during the week of 
June 10. One night was for single 
girls and matrons, and the other for 


June brides. In each instance the 
prize was a week at Atlantic City 
for two. A third prize was awarded 


a member of the audience. 

Not hooked in to any paper, but 
run as a theatre gag wiih all papers 
picking the story up under the urge 
of Blanche Livingston, back on the 
job for the occasion, working under 
Morris Kinzler. 

Kinzler also promoted aée store 
bathing suit parnde with the Fan- 
chon & Marco girls modeling, and 
the paper picking that up, too, as 
the store is a heavy advertiser. Two 
shows did not conflict, each helping 
the other. 








BEHIND 


the KEYS 








Seattle. 

Al Finklestein of Rosenberg & 
Iinklestein adds to his duties by 
also managing the Egyptian; Car! 
Mahme goes from Egyptian to Nep- 
tune; Ed Peterson, former Neptune 
manager, transferred to Liberty, 
Spokane, 





Uhrichsville, O. 
Lee Burger has become part own- 
er and manager of the State here. 
He has for some time been manager 
of the Jewell, Cleveland. Burger 
succeeds E. A. McAuliffe as the lo- 
cal manager, 





Buffalo. 
Colonial, one of the three major 
dewntowners, Shea-owned, and un- 
der the management of Jimmy 
Smith, goes dark this week for the 
summer. Fox pictures for the Co- 
lonial shift to the RKO Palace, which 
dropped stage shows recently for a 

summer run of straight pictures. 


Canton, O. 
Adolphe Buerhig, manager 
Loew’s, largest in Canton, an- 


nounces new 30c top scale, 





Albany, N. Y. 
Town board of Cairo, N. Y., ap- 
proved Sunday films in the village 
for the summer only. 





Los Angeles. 

Irving Carlin has leased the Em- 
pire theatre, 700-seater on Pico 
street, from Nathan Mann, the for- 
mer operator, 

Carlin, a former Metro film sales- 
man in the local exchange, also 
operates the Alvarado, one time 
lox-W. C. house, 





Pittsburgh. 

Penn, Loew-UA deluxer, cutting 
down on house personnel for the 
summer, with Mike Cullen, man- 
ager, also assuming p. a. duties and 
losing his annual two weeks’ vaca- 
tion. Jack Simons, until now pub- 
licity director here, becomes ass’t 
manager, succeeding Stanley Gos- 
nell, who is out. 


, 





Des Moines. 

Kucharo Co., local contractors, 
will erect the new $20,000 Varsity at 
Iowa City, Ia., seating capacity of 
650. House owned by Etta E. Han- 
lon and will be operated by the A. 
H. Blank chain under a long-term 
lease, 





Mason City, Ia. 





Palace and Strand, A. H. Blank 
chain, in operating consolidation 
with Tom Arthur of Cecil to man- 
age all three houses, 


Ida Grove, Ia. 
Contracts for construction of new 
theatre to cost $25,000 have been let 
by Harry Day. 





Los Angeles. 
Dave Biedermann has opened Se- 
lected Pictures, short subject ex- 
change on film row, 





Jamaica, IL. I. 
New Cross Island theatre, fourth 
in chain operated by Cross Island 
Amusement Corp., in Hollis, to open 
Saturday (18). Max Klamfer will 
manage the house, 


———— 





Montgomery, Ala 
Richard Kennedy, city manage: 
for the Wilby-Publix theatres here, } 
innounces the Tiger theatre at Au-| 
surn reopens in charge of Foreman) 
Rogers. Owned by R. EF. Wilby. 


| ford, 
| Walter Thomas 


Rochester. 
Manager Robert E. Hicks is out of 
the Century in Publix economy 
move, district manager Harry Roys- 
ter taking charge of house. 





Denver. 


Tox Rialto, Sterling, remodeled, 


redecorated, and with new WE 
sound, reopened. 
Geo. F. Carr buys Crescent, 


Hotchkiss, Colo., from R. D. Giffee. 

H. C. Kyle buys Quiviar theatre, 
Mountainair, Colo., and will remodel 
and reopen. 

Certified Productions 
closed. 

Manager changes announced by 
I'ox-West Coast, Denver headquar- 


exchange 


ters: Mark Berkheimer, frém Para- 
mount, Cheyenne, Wyo., to Coro- 
nado, Las Vegas, N. M.; Howard 
Kuhn, Coronado, Las Vegas, to 


Jones theatre, Canon City, Colo.; A. 
D. Eisenlaub, Jones, Canon City, to 
Imperial theatre, Alliance, Neb.: 
Ray Davis, Imperial, Alliance, to 
Rialto, Sterling, Colo.; C. A. Mulock, 
new manager, to Rialto, Loveland, 
Colo; Ewart Boyd, Rialto, Loveland, 
to ox, Sidney, Neb.; A. J. Hamil- 
ton, Fox, Sidney, to Strand, Rawlins, 
Wyo.; J. E. Bangs, Strand, Rawlins, 
resigned; Dave Davis, Mayan, Den- 
ver, to Fox and Paramount, North 
Platte, Neb.; Harry Ashton, Fox and 
Paramount, North Platte, to Mayan, 
Denver; Walter Smith, from Los 
Angeles to the Oriental, Denver; 
Dan McAuliffe, Oriental, to Isis, 
Denver; Chas. Yaeger, Rialto, Ster- 
ling, back to his old job as booker 
in the Denver office. 

L. R. Tussler opening the Manitou 
theatre at Manitou, Colo., for the 
summer, 





Follansbee, W. Va. 

City council has granted permis- 
sion to Floyd Bros. to ope: ite their 
texy on Sundays, marking the first 
Sunday leg.lized shows for the 
town. Action of council followed a 
petition of the theatre company to 
operate Sunday shows because the 
other amusements operate Sundays. 





Akron, O. 
State has added vaudeville since 
the RKO Palace dropped stage 
shows, leaving it the oniy down- 
town theatre with a vaudfilm grind. 
A dramatic stock is the only other 
stage show in town this summer. 





Los Angeles. 

Mort Goldberg replaced William 
Jenner, mgr. at F-WC Westlake. 
Jenner will be assigned to another 
house. 

Mort Ruby, from managership of 
Long Beach theatre to F-WC Bel- 
mont here, 


-——_—__s 


Birmingham. 
Cameo, nabe house at Avondale, 
reopened last week, with Louis 
Waites in charge, 





Worcester, Mass. 
Harry Arthur has reversed the 
usual formula of closing an old the- 
atre and keeping a newer one open 
He has closed the Palace, but the 
old Elim St. house remains open 
with double features. Both are in- 
volved in union workers’ strike. 
Petersburg, Til 
The Star theatre building in 
lil », owned and oper ited by 
7 by 


’ : 
cestroyed 
ind residences on either sid® slight- 


Oak- 


(Continued on page 64) 


fire, | 


Nervy Patrons 
Sydney, Australia, 

Universal is working with Union 
theatres for a heavy campaign on 
‘Frankenstein.’ Ads will dare the 
public to witness the horror picture 
and each person who attends will 
be given a ‘courage badge’ with 
permission to wear it all over town, 

Another angle is the offer of 
$5,000 to the family of anyone who 
dies from the excitement induced 
by the film. Not laid off to an in- 
surance company, as in the States, 
but the theatre company assumes 
the risk, figuring it to be unlikely 
it will be called upon to pay. 


Helped a Fund 
Williamsport, Pa. 

Local theatres all kicked in with 
help for a drive for the Crippled 
Children’s Society. Rialto had a 
natural in ‘When a Feller Needs a 
l'riend’ and gave a percentage of 
the receipts on that picture. Capi- 
tol gave one ticket with every con< 
tribution of $5 or more and the 
Roxy wound up the campaign with 
a Sunday benefit that almost made 
trouble with the blue noses. 

Mostly good will, but theatres felt 
that they had to kick in on such a 
popular movement, and all con- 
tributed. 


Menagerie Stuff 
Philadelphia. 

Warner-Stanley theatres have tied 
the ‘Ledger’ to a scheme of printing 
pictures of animais with prizes for 
the most complete identifications. 
Starts off with lions and tigers but 
gets tougher as it goes along with 
the duck billed platypus and things 
like that. First time in months the 





‘Ledger’ has gone in for this sort 
of thing. Played up as a lesson in 
zoology. 


Contest limited to the neighbor- 
hood theatres, with ticket prizes to 
theatre nearest the contestant, 


Made ’Em Laugh 

Wanting to get away from the 
gangster element, if it was with a 
new Chinese slant, a manager made 
up a lobby display of a picture of 
Robinson and one of Washington, 
cut from a centennial poster. 

Copy read ‘George Washington 
was the original hatchet man, but 
Edward G. Robinson is the 1932 
model and we think you'll find him 
mighty interesting. See him go at it 
hatchet and tongs,.in this China- 
town thriller.’ 

It got a rfiggle and apparently 
helped the receipts. Something did, 
and this was the only departure 
from the regulation campaign. In 
some sections this might be re- 
garded as unpatriotic, but the man« 
ager knew his community. 








Unemployment Bally 


Denver. 

Joe Dekker of the Granada, nabé 
house, never lets the people of north 
Denver forget the Granada. Utiliz- 
ing a free distribution weekly that 
covers his territory, his latest was 
good tor the No. 2 spot on page one, 
with a four-column head, Dekker 
offered passes to every one in north 
Denver who would give an unem- 
ployed man at least $1 for any odd 
job. The stunt created lots of fae 
vorable comment and made work for 
many, 





— 


Graduation Tieup 


Los Angeles, 

Cashing in on graduation exe 
ercises by tieing up various classes 
for benefit parties brought manager 
Lou Golden of the F-WC Golden 
Gate (L. A. suburban), additional 
revenue and created a lot of good 
will, Students got out and sold 
tickets, for which they in turn re- 
ceived 20 or 25% on all sales. 

Parties were designated as 
‘alumni house warming’ events and 
brought out many who do not regu< 
larly attend pictures. 








In on Olympics 
Syracuse, N. Y¥ 
Problem of raising funds to send 
Syracuse University boxers to the 
Olympic tryouts at San Francisco 
next month was solved when Gus 
W. Lampe, manager of the Eckel, 
volunteered to donate one-half of 
the gross receipts of the week, June 
23-20. 
Hill graduates will make an ine 
tensive drive to sell pasteboards. 


Gilda Gray’s Angles 
Los Angeles. 
Loew's State will stage a modern 
shimmy contest nightly during the 
week's engagement of Gilda Gray, 
opening June 25, with $209 in prizes 








to be distributed over the seven 
days, 

Spooks for Ladies 
Pottsville, Pa. 

| A ‘spook show’ was one of the 


special events arranged for the Pub- 
lix Hippodrome during engagement 


) (Continued on page 62) 
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26 VARIETY Tuesday, June 21, 1932 


TOTAL NUMBER OF PAID ADMISSIONS) | 
FROM OPENING 9 A.M. FRIDAY, JUNE 17 | 


‘\\ “BRING EM BACK ALIVE” 
SHATTERS ALL RECORDS 
IN BROADWAY'S MOST 
SENSATIONAL OPENING! 


With elephants trumpeting, life size tigers and panthers 
snarling at each other, regal pythons hissing. and 
plunging at animal enemies in the most startling lobby 
and theatre front display New York ever beheld, 
crowds, like a mighty avalanche, swept down upon 
the Mayfair Theatre, Friday morning, forming a box- 
office line over a block long before the doors opened 


at 9 a. m. while tens of thousands filled the streets, 
jamming traffic and calling police reserves into action! 































Broadway never beheld such a spec- 
tacle! Broadway never dreamed 
of such a show! 








° . 





BRING ‘EM BACK TO YOUR BOX- OFFICE 
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- AT NY. MAYFAIR [29'S 
TO VARIETY'S PRESS TIME 


SRO 


FROM THE OPENING HOUR! 


FRIDAY, JUNE 17..+.«.++ V1, 871 Admissions 
SATURDAY, JUNE 18... 13, 962 Admissions 
ewww SUNDAY, JUNE 19 22 «2 12,108 Admissions 


, ALL ATTENDANCE RECORDS 
aie FOR THE MAYFAIR BROKEN 
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amazing sound-film record 
of his greatest adventure! 








RKO-RADIO Picture Produced 
coon by the Van Beuren Corporation 
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ON THE AIR! 


Now heing featured hy 
Rudy Vallee, Ben 
Bernie, Connie Boswell, 
Thirty Minute Men, 
Freddie Rich, Arthur 
Jarrett! 





will buy and play! - 








HIT OF THE WEEK! 


Selected for record which millions 





The most popular entertainers on the 


tion! Kids everywhere " are joining 
Berry Boop & BIMBO CiuBs! BETTY 
Boop dolls and BETTY Boop strip car- 
toons are delighting the young and old 


of the world! She’s the country’s latest 


iT Gr 
THE WEEK 


GET IT QUICK! 


Press book with loads of ideas for 
etuntsand plugs that will help you ride 
on the wave of popularity that’s put- 
ting these shorts over like features. 














air are singing and playing BETTY Boop 


—the song hit that’s sweeping the na- 


. PARAMOUNT 





The BOX OFFICE BABY! 


craze, this master creation of Max 


Fleischer, master showman! Now fea- 
tured in Paramount Screen Songs and 
Paramount Talkartoons, BETTY Boop 
has become so tremendously popular 
that after August Ist she will be starred! 
In Paramount Betty Boop Cartoons!... 


but more big news later! 


SHORTS 















































Tuesday, June 21, 1932 


PICTURES 





-_ 


VARIETY 23 





Stock Market 





(Continued from page 7) 
dealt in for the six sessions. At 
around $2 a share, that doesn’t make 
up a very impressive total of capital 
risked either in investment or spec- 
ulation, 

What news did come out was 
mostly of gloomy portend. Sears, 
Roebuck passed its dividend, and 
the stock sank to a new bottom at 
10%; Radio Corp. preferred A stock 
took off its dividend; the sudden 
burst of bullish activity that fol- 
lowed the Republican convention 
died swiftly, and the hoped-for news 
failed to come out of the Lausanne 
conference of the nations on war 
debts. 

Quick change of front on the part 
of the bull sponsors of 10 days ago 
left the situation up in the air. The 
June rise that got under way around 
the first of the month ought to have 
run longer to preserve the pattern 
of the same month of 1931, and its 
early exhaustion brought renewed 
discouragement. Last year the run 
up was based on the Hoover mora- 
torium surprise, as the element that 
turned a really oversold market. 


Run Up in Rails 

This year the oversold market was 
present, and there were certain ele- 
ments in the Republican platform 
that might have been exploited for 
the same purpose. Indeed an effort 
was made to capitalize the party’s 
constructive pledges for the aid of 
the railroads and also its pro- 
nouncement as to the permanence 
of the gold standard. Carrier stocks 
made a good showing during the 
early days of the week, but it took 
only minor selling on Friday to 
practically wipe out these gains. The 
inference was quite obvious that the 
bull sponsors were not prepared 
right now to go very far, whether 
because they found too much stock 
for sale just ahead or because the 
tension between Washington and 
Wall street is still too strong, was 
anybody's guess. 

Whatever the cause, the ticker 
performance was not encouraging. 
Certain active stocks like Allied 
Chemical, Kodak and the principal 
rails were marked up through the 
double top of 10 days ago, around 52 
in the industrial average, and then 
slumped rapidly through logical 
points where support might be ex- 
pected if there was to be any sus- 
tained rally. 

Most of the first-class industrial 
bonds made a good showing, but 
there was no doubt that the equity 
shares were in retreat. The amuse- 
ments did not do nearly as well as 
other groups. Loew’s, as pacemaker, 
was distinctly disappointing. It had 
had twice touched a recovery peak 
at 18, but on early last week’s rally, 
when most of the active shares pen- 
etrated their former top prices, the 
best Loew could manage was a top 
of 17%. Evidently its sponsors did 
not want to make a showing to at- 
tract a following or weren't in a 
position to do so. 

Remaining sole hope for further 
bullish demonstrations this week 
rests in the idea that the relapse 
of Friday was not a retreat, but 
merely a tactical maneuver by spon- 
sors of higher prices. Such a thing 
would be within reason. Market 
had made fair progress, and it might 
have been desirable to give it the 
usual correction, shaking off weak 
followers and inviting profit taking 
as a preparation for still another 
drive on the upside. 


Theatre Bonds Erratic 


Amusement bonds failed to keep 
abreast of the steadiness in the 





company's stock. It was moved up 
with a show of confidence to 70 
and then relapsed to 68, closing the 
week fractionally above that level. 
Performance of the two Paramount 
obligations was a little dizzy. At 
one time the two jesues, one paying 
6 and the other 5%, drew practical- 
A level just Pate 3 17, a position 
that is manifestly out of line. 

With both bonds at their present 


depreciated levels any advantage in 
the indenture would surely be rep- 
resented in a wider spread, while 


if both have equal standing the dif- 
ference in yield would mean some- 
thing in a normal market. An effort 
to rectify the discrepancies of the 
market seemed to have been made 
later in the week, when the two 
drew apart, old bonds selling at 18 
or at three points premium over the 
newer description. 

Old bonds finished the week with 
a gain of 2, while the new issue 
closed Saturday 144 down net for the 
six sessions. Meanwhile the ex- 
traordinary shifts in the margin of 
difference between the two may 
have some significance as demon- 
strating position of the different 
hands into which the two issues 
have settled. 

There was another unusual angle 
to trading in amusement securities. 
Orpheum preferred changed hands 
several times at a rather wide dif- 
ference from parity in RKO com- 
mon. One transaction was for 50 
shares at 3%, at the same time 
RKO was selling at 24%. As pointed 
out here before, Orpheum preferred 
is convertible at two for one into 
RKO, and that privilege has been 
extended = until November, 1933. 
Thus, any seller who disposes of the 
senior issue for less than twice the 
prevailing quotation for RKO is 
throwing that much away. With 
RKO at 2% for instance, it would 
be a simple transaction to short 
100 RKO, convert 50 OPXpf into 
RKO common through the trans- 
fer agent, and deliver the RKO thus 
acquired against the short contract. 
Same thing has happened before 
and remains unexplained, except on 
the ground that the seller couldn't 
be annoyed with small change, $125 
in the case cited. 

Theatre bonds otherwise were 
quiet. There was an advance of 2 
in Keith bonds on minor dealings 
and another run up in Warner de- 
bentures, the latter a sudden move 
late in the week, which had a sus- 
picious look about, as have all late 
and sudden mark-ups these days. 
General Theatres gave way a frac- 
tion to 2, having now lost most of 
the recovery from 1 to better than 
4. Company is in receivership and 
a reorganization plan is about to be 
made public. Its common stock 
which was last quoted.at an eighth 
has been suspended from the list, 
as part of the new plan. Bonds, it 
is understood, are to be replaced 
with a senior stock. The old pre- 
ferred is still quoted on the curb, 
but in pennies. 

Aggregate changes in the group 
were negligible. Minor gains in 
Kodak and M-G-M preferred, were 
about cancelled by a number of 
fractional losses such as % in Loew, 
5% in RKO and 2 in Universal pre- 
ferred. Loew preferred did not 
come out all week. Neither did 
Consolidated Film Industries com- 
mon, although the preferred of the 
latter was off, touching a new low 
for all time of 2% following the 
passing of its dividend two weeks 
ago. Bid for the common strange- 
ly enough was less than 2 below the 


general bond list. There was ajfinal price for the senior issue, an- 
movement in the Loew liens some-|other example of strange ideas of 
what parallel to that in the same’ value. 
Summary for week ending Saturday, June 18: 
STOCK EXCHANGE 
r———1932 -—~ Net chg. 
High. Low. Sales. Issue and rate. High. Low. Last. for wk. 
2% 7 100 American Seat............ oceuee ", % kh —% 
™ 4% 200 Columbia P. vtc......... eeecees e 5% 4% 5% +% 
5% . & esas Coma. PER c cc ccccccssscves cove . oe 1% bid 
11% 2% 2,500 Consol. Film pfd....... socesecse 2% 2% —% 
87% 37% 71,700 Eastman Kodak (5)......s-+-+00 46 40% 42% +1% 
5S 1% 1,500 Fox, Clase A...scccsccccs coccece 1% 1% 1% +% 
26% RYE 95,400 Gen. Elec. (40c.)......6.55 sooo «6B 10% 10% + % 
26 7 100 Keith pfd. (T).ccccccccccccccee ee 7 7 7 
34 13% 8,100 Loew (3)....... SHevecresoes deweee Been 15 15% —% 
72 45 ecoee DO POE. (Dib). cccccvccccccvces e . oe 49 bid 
3% 2 e-. Madison Sq. Garden.......... int - 2% bid 
22% 14 100 Met-G-M pref. (1.89)..........- ° 15% 15% 15% +1% 
14% BY% ea kk err e 3% 3% 3% $-—1% 
11% 1% 37,000 Paramount .......... poeserceces 2% * 2% —-—% 
1 % 1,600 Pathe Exchange........... ae: 4 % % 
5% 1% See TOU, CMD Ae sccccessexis sonen 3 2% 2 +% 
10% 2! 16.400 Radio Corp......ccccccessses coco ate 3% 3% +% 
1% SED TRO secesccccccecccccsocceese see 2% 2 2 — % 
; 7a SO GEE wen ccosaeévcessees yedel % % 
BO 23 100 Universal pref. (8)........ coccce 6D 27 27 -2 
4% % 6,000 Warner Bros.........000. ° eee i % * 
20 4 500 i PP ere ercesce 5 5 5 
35% 8% 73,700 Westinghouse (1)..... eceecveseoe 6S 21% 22 
CURB 
™ 4% ocee COBMIINR PIR. i ice cvcsscsce oseo - - o 
1% % 26,700 De Forest Radio.......-s-eee osee % i % 
1% “4 300 Fox Theatres....... ee seeeses % i + 
1% % 900 Gen. Thea. Bh. wld. .00cccccescee wv ¥ %&% —w 
3% % 108 TechMieeles§ oocccceccvsvececcocen % % 
2% % ccoan MON Gils cc dvcssicns iter ae ~ ~ 
BONDS 
™ 1 $12,000 Gen. Thea. Eq. '40..... cocccees 6G 2 2 -~% 
634 24 4,000 Meith Ca, *O.cccscccese cosccecces 6 26% 23 +2 
90 4 32,000 “Loew 6's, "41......006 cocccocees 8670 68 oe +% 
80% 06 3,000 Pathe 7's,\ ’37...... sceasecess . OE iiss 5 + % 
60% 16 50.000 Par-Fam-Lasky 6'8, ‘4T.cccssee 190% 1T™%; 18 +2 
a 13 45,000 Par-Pub 5%’s, '59....06. cccccoe 17% 16 15 —% 
14 no 6 WD. BONS Bb iievcccecese esecems = 8 ~ 50% laat 
4'4 J se CINE. DAs . ceccsveess seereee . es 4% last 
4 14 41,000 Warner Bros. 6's, ‘39. occceee id ug i4 +3 
Over the Counter, N. Y. , 
Bid Asked O° eet 23 ey 
%e ly @eere Roxy, Class A. Pree eee rs ee 43 a <3 of 
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Chase Takes Roach’s 
Challenge on Profits 
From Own 8 Shorts 


Hollywood, June 20. 

Charles Chase is on a_ semi- 
royalty basis on his new setup with 
Hal Roach. He has started his 
first picture, ‘Iron Man,’ under this 
plan, 

Under the scheme Chase is work- 
ing on a salary lower than he was 
getting on the former contract, but 
with a proviso that he pockets all 
profits over a set figure. 

Profit sharing system came 
when Roach and Chase endeavored 
to get together on a new deal fol- 
lowing his vaude trip. Roach stated 


about 


that cost of the former shorts of 
this star prohibited a profit. 
Chase believed he could lower 


cost if he handled the production 
end, which he is now doing, with 
his brother, James Parrot, direct- 
ing. Contract was made with that 
understanding 

Comic will make eight pictures 
during the year. 





Small Town’s 2 Theatres 
Alternate Operations 


Poitsville, Pa., June 20. 


Tamaqua, one of the largest 
towns in this district, with two 
large theatres, is cutting out expen- 
sive rivalry and reducing losses by 
having the two houses, Majestic 
and Victoria, alternate in one- 





month shutdowns. The Victoria 
closed in May and reopened the 
middle of June. The Majestic was 
open in that period, but closed June 
13, to reopen July 11, until which 
time the Victoria will be in opera- 
tion. 

Whether the experiment will con- 
tinue all summer depends, 





Incorgeraiions 


New York 


Albany, June 20. 

Stanley Distributing Corp., Manhat- 
tan; picture business; 200 shares no par. 

Summit Pictures Corp., Manhattan; 
picture business; 200 shares no par. 

World Play Producting Corp., 
York; theatrical business; 
par. 

Continental Authors and Players Guild, 
Inc., Manhattan; pictures of all kinds; 
100 shares no par. 

Guild Film Library Corp., Manhattan: 
picture business; 750 shares—250  pre- 
ferred $100 and 500 common no par. 

Neco Theatres Corp., New York; 
atrical business; $10,000. 

Rockland Producing Co., Inc., Nyack; 
theatrical business; $2,500. 

Yeah-Man Productions, Inc., Manhat- 
tan; amusements, plays, musical produc- 
tions; $10,000. 

Renaissance Ball Room, Inc., Manhat- 

.n; theatrical proprietors, plays vaude- 
ville; $20,000 

Prudential North Shore Theatres, Inc., 
Manhattan; theatrical business; $20, 000. 

Sargeant Productions, Ine., Manhat- 
tan; theatrical business; 100 shares no 
par 

Elverhoj Players, nay . New York; the- 
atrical business; $2,000 

Roslyn Playhouse, 


New 
200 shares no 


the- 


Inc., Roslyn; the- 
atrical business; 2,500 shares preferred 
$20 and 2,500 common no par. 

Aeolian Pictures Corp., Manhattan; 
motion picture business; 100 shares no 
par. 

She County Presentations, Inc., White 
Plains; theatrical business; $20,600 

Sampson Productions, Inc., New York; 
theatrical business; 200 shares no par. 

Prosperity Pictures Corp., New York: 
motion picture business; 200 shares no 
par. 

Halmac Theatre 
ment., 
$5,000. 


Supply and Equip- 
Ine., Albany; theatrical business: 


Dissolutions 


Bellaire Amusement Corp., Queens. 
HKellaire Operating Co., Queens. 

Fioral Park Amusement Corp., Queens. 
Mineola Amusement Corp., Queens. 
Hollis Amusement Corp., Queens. 


Oklahoma Cit ——. 20. 

Blackwell Amusement Co., Ardmore, 
Okla.; capital stock $10,000. Incorpo- 
rators, Harry Lowenstein, Helen Lowen- 
stein and E. Lowenstein, all of Ardmore. 

Kay County Amusement Co., Ardmore, 
Okla.; capital stock $10,000. Incorpo- 
rators, Harry Lowenstein, Helen Lowen- 
stein and E. Lowenstein, all of Ardmore. 

North Central Oklahoma Theatres, 
Inc., Ardmore, Okla.; capital stock $10,- 
000. Incorporators, Harry Lowenstein, 
Helen Lowenstein and E. Lowenstein, all 
of Ardmore. 

Tri-State Amusement Co., 
Okla.; capital stock $10,000. 
rators, Harry Lowenstein, 
stein and E. 


Ardmore, 
Incorpo- 
Helen Lowen- 
Lowenstein, all of Ardmore. 


Ohio 
Columbus, June 20 
Ohio Theatre Company of Loudonville, O 


Capital, $5,000, and B. W. Bickert and 
Francis Casey, incorporators. 


JUDGMENTS 


Follywood Publications, Inc., and Shem 
Stern; ©. M. Shirley; $85 2.66. 
Jack Larric; R. Middlemass; $115 
costs. 
Jack Larric; Fox Films; costs $170.10 
Gene Austin and Robert Aronstein; 
National Surety Co.: $3,249.04. 

Gene Buck and Mrs. Gene Buck; Uno 
derwood & Underwood, Inc.; $115.17 
Sam Howard; Leo Morrison, 
$422.76. 
Judea Films, Inc.; A> Kessler, $1,967.60 





R. 


Inc.; 


Judea Theatres, Ime.; A. Kessler; 
$511.85. . 

Unbreakable Record Corp.; Sturtevant 
Mili Co $2,027.19. 


Satisfied Judgments e 


Soudan Amus. Corp., Hyman G - 
and Alfred Gothen O wai: | 





147, WAGE SLASH ASKED 
FROM COAST OPERATORS 


Los Angeles, June 20. 
Mort Singer has arrived here to 
confer with the operators’ union on 
a 14% reduction for the balance of 
the present contract which expires 
Sept. 5. Scale is $92.50 for chief 
operators, $82.50 for booth men and 





$55 for relief men. 

Singer will not, at this time, dis- 
cuss terms on any contract to be 
renewed after Sept. 5. 





Peddling 
Tahiti Siesta | 


20. 

After 24 years of continuous ser- 
vice with RKO or Pathe in the dis- 
tribution end, most of which time 
was spent in and around Los An- 
zeles and other coast cities, Gordon 
Hoeye, who became a film salesman 
in 1908, is retiring at the age of 45 
and plans to spend the rest of his 
days in Tahiti. 





Hoeye Quits 
Film for 


Angeles, 


Los June 


Hoeye sails from San Francisco 
July 6 on the Monowai. He has 
saved a comfortable nest egg and is 


the picture business with- 
regrets. 
unmarried. 


Par Taking Stuffing 
From ‘Bed’s’ Mattress 


Hollywood, June 20. 

After sundry conferences on the 
censorship angle, Paramount has 
come to the conclusion that all it 
will be able to use of the recent 
best seller, ‘No Bed of Her Own,’ 
will be the title. 

None of the torrid stuff can be 
washed up, so film will have a story 
entirely foreign from the original. 
Austin Parker is writing the re- 
placement. His former wife, Miriam 
Hopkins, and Clark Gable will have 
the leads. 


: ee 
quitting 
out any 

He is 











U Remakes ‘Privates’ 


Hollywood, June 20. 
3uck Privates,’ one of the old 
Universal silent comedies with Slim 


Summerville and Eddie Gribbon 
featured, is to be remade as a 
taiker by Kurt Neumann. Picture 


is to be brought in at around $50,- 
0¢0 with Summerville probably cast 
in his original part. 

It will be supervised by Henry 
Henigson. 





Shingle Up, Anyway 


Hollywood, June 20. 

New company has nailed up a 
shingle on the Metropolitan*lot. It 
is called Famous Story Pictures, 
with Bob Ross and Isidore Bern- 
stein as partners. 

Very indef on any immediate pro- 
duction, 





Warners’ Early Writers 


Hollywood, June 20. 

So there won't be any delay in 
getting the first group of pictures 
under way by Aug. 1 after a 
month’s lay-off, Warners has _ in- 
structed several of its writers now 
on vacations to report back to work 
by July 1, 

Others will resume Aug. 1. 





25% Silent Reissues 


Little theatre, Philadelphia, for- 
merly a foreign film house, has been 
taken over by Howard Tennenbaum 
and Harry Cahane for a new arty 
policy. 

Idea is to book in only supposed 
class pictures with a maximum of 
reissues and at least 25% old silents. 


ALHAMBRA, N. Y., GRIND 


Alhambra, RKO’'s Harlem _ spot, 
now dark is scheduled to be re- 
opened Labor Day as a 10 and l'4 
grind. The house more recently 
was being utilized by Roxy in light- 
ing experimentation. The results of 
those experiments have never been 
made known, 

Last year the house played to 
colored stock and pictures, It is 
right in the heart of New York's 
Harlem at 125th St. and Seventh 
avenue, 





————— ee 


Lackey’s ‘Klondike’ 
Hollywood, 

William Lackey, indie producer, 
inactive for some time, will pre o- |; 
duce one feature for Monograrn. I; 
Picture is tentatively titled ‘Klon- | 
dike’ Tristram Tupper authored | 


June 20. 


Director and cast not se 


=a 


PITTS DOWN TO 
4 FIRST RUNS 


Pittsburgh, June 20. 

Davis, WB downtown first-run 
house, closing Saturday (25) for the 
summer, marks second WB closing 
in as many months, Harris having 
pulled up the shutters six weeks 
izo. That leaves Pittsburgh with 
but four first-run sites, Penn, Stan- 
ley, Warner and Fulton, for the 
warm months, smallest number 
here within memory. 

Avenue Cinema, foreign film 
announced to close last week, has 
| decided to stay open and make a 
play for the summer trade as iong 
as possible. Showing nothing in the 
past, but German talkers, house will 
add other foreign tongues, with the 
French ‘Le Million’ in this week, 
and Italian and Soviet sound films 
slated to follow. 


Brown’s Original State 
Trooper Yarn for Col 


site 





Hollywood, June 20. 
Karl Brown is writing an original 
around the title ‘State Trooper’ for 
Columbia's series of six action and 
melodramas. 

Other five deal with harbor police, 
railroad men, transcontinental fly- 
ers, auto racers and flood relief 
workers. 





Col’s Femmes Have Say 
On Who Plays ‘Gen. Yen’ 


Hollywood, June 20. 

Columbia is resting on the opine 
ion of its 40 feminine office em- 
ployees to pick the player for the 
name part in ‘Bitter Tea of General 
Yen.’ 

Girls are looking at the tests of 
the candidates to give judgment on 
the sex appeal. A dozen players 
have been tested, with s. a. choice 
of the stenos down to Nils Asther, 
Chester Morris, Leslie Banks and 
Leo Carrillo. 


Burr’s 12 Melos 


Hollywood, June 20. 
In addition to producing a series 
of comedies for Educational release, 
Cc. C. Burr will augment this pro- 
gram with a series of 12 melo- 
dramas for the state right market. 
Producer has engaged Elmer 
Clifton, Louis King and Christy 
Cabanne to act as co-producer and 
director on the series. 








Arlen in ‘Riddle’ 


Hollywood, June 20. 
Richard Arlen, still on Para- 
mount’s contract list as a star, goes 
into ‘Riddle Me This,’ secondary to 
Edmund Lowe and Victor McLag- 
len. 
Arlen is now on loan to Warners 








in ‘Tiger Shark,’ Starring E. G. Rob- 
inson, 





S. W. Also Passes Tax 


Dallas, June 20. 

Following the general trend, 
public and RKO execs here decided 
on public absorption of the 10% 
tax for southwest divisions. 

Affects principally the ace de- 
luxers in larger keys which had 
been operating on a 50c top. New 
55c plank begins Tuesday (21). 


OPERATOR STRIKE IN PA. 


Newcastle, Pa., June 20. 
Union operators are picketing the 
Penn here following a wage dis- 





agreement, The management ealls 
it a strike. The men call it a lock- 
out. 


Speer Marousis, manager of the 
theatre, told the four operators he 
could not continue to pay at the old 
scale and wanted a 50% cut, asking 
that one man be eliminated and the 
total cu three ways instead of four, 

The men refuse! and complain 
also they have not been paid for 
three weeks. 


CLOSE AND OPEN 1 IN DES M 


Des Moines, June 29. 
the Des Moines closing 
June 23 only three houses are left 
on iting besides the shooting gal- 


With 


2 





ries. The Paramount continued 
with Fanchon & Marco units, the 
RKO os um straight, while the 
Strand will reopen, 

H - Sheridan, Des Moines mane 
iger, goes to the Strand, — 
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IN THIS 
INDUSTRY 


@ If you have talked with Fox executives or employees 
you have met it. 


v 








It is the confidence which now inspires Fox Film Cor- 


poration—a confidence coming out of the knowledge 
of constructive policies at work at the Home Office 
and at Movietone City. 





The purpose of this advertisement is not to publicize 
policies. | 


The results of these policies will very soon be given 
the publicity they demand. 


Until then there will be no idle promises or boasting. 


Meanwhile showmen to whom the future of the 
industry is important are advised to... 


WATCH FOX THIS YEAR: | 
i) | 


| 
! 
| 
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SLOUGHED BY 
L.A HOUSES 


Los Angeles, June 20. 

After agreeing for a partial ab- 
gorption of the new 10% admis- 
gion tax, local independent theatre 
operators and circuit representa- 
tives disregarded their agreement 
and are still up in the air. Indica- 
tions are that the tax will be 
passed on to the public before it 
goes into effect on Tuesday. 

Fox-West Coast in some spots 
will add the tax to the admission. 
In other places where business is 
off, such as Portland, Seattle and 
Tacoma, price wil! be reduced to 
permit retaining the old scale with 
the tax included. RKO adopts the 
game policy in the northwest and 
may reduce downstairs prices so 
that the tax included admissions 
will remain the same, but balcony 
prices will be boosted a dime to 
$5c as recompense for the down- 
stairs reduction. 

Warners’ Hollywood will remain 
at 65c, with the tax included, but 
the Downtown and Western will 
add the tax to their 55c admission 
price. 

Publix, at the Paramount here 
will reduce its former 65c admis- 
sion price to 63c, and add the Tc 
tax, making the admission 76c. 
Matinee prices of 50c will add the 
tax making the admission 55c. 

Theatres generally will pass 
along the new theatre tax to the 
customers, making it 55c for the 50c 
houses. Loew’s State will have 70c 
top week days instead of 60c, with 
admission 63c and tax 7c. For Sat- 
urdays, Sundays and holidays the 
present 75c price stands with the 
house losing 7 cents to cover tax. 

Orpheum will also have 70c top. 

Warners and Publix ure waiting 
for okay from New York for similar 
changes. 


PHILLY WILL PARTLY 
ABSORB ADMISH TAX 


Philadelphia, June 20. 

The local theatres will absorb 
the tax when the admission scale 
is high while reductions in prices 
will bring other houses down below 
the 41c mark. 

Mastbaum closes for the summer 
months July 1 and the Boyd on 


Chestnut street reopens July 6. 
Nothing yet officially about the re- 
port that the Earle would drop 
vaudeville for the summer. 

In addition to the tax payment 
on the 75c scale prevalent here 
(which, in effect, drops the admis- 
sion scale to 68 cents) the Stanley- 
Warner people have forsaken their 
one-price-all-over-the-house policy. 
The Stanley and Boyd Theatres will 
reduce their upstairs prices from 
75c to 55c at night and the Earle 
will reduce its night price of 65c 
upstairs to 40 cents; downstairs 
price remains the same. 

The Stanton will keep its night 
downstairs price at 50c reducing the 
upsiairs to 40c, and the Karlton, 
maintaining its regular scale of 30c, 
40c and 50c will pay all the tax on 
the last-named price seats. 

These general reductions will 
mean that the absorption of the 
tax by the company will be neces- 
sary on only a part of its total 
seating except at the Mastbaum 
whose scale will remain as is, it 
being only a matter of ten days 
before it closes. 


MIDWEST JELL 


Publix-RKO Together in Rockford, 
Ill., on 3 Houses—Maybe More 














Chicago, June 20. 
Pooling arrangement between 
RKO and Publix Great States is un- 
der way in Rockford, Ill., Publix 
stronghold. Houses involved are the 
Coronado and Orpheum (Publix) 
and the Palace (RKO). All three 
will probably be kept open except 
for temporary shutdowns over the 
summer with combined profits to be 
pooled. Springfield, Ill., already has 
that arrangement between the two 
circuits as well as at Madison, Wis., 

where RKO and Fox have pooled. 
Ascher Levy, RKO division man- 
ager, completed an inspection tour 





of midwest houses with a view to 
checking further pooling posstbil- | 


ities. 


SCALE CUTS IN ROCHESTER 


Loew’s Starts—Others Follow — 
RKO Holds to 50c with Vaude 


Rochester, June 20, 


First real cut in prices since de- 
pression is in effect this week. 
Loew’s Rovhester precipitated the 
dive, with the others ready, but 
waiting to see how far Loew's 
would go. 

The Rochester went two weeks 
with straight films at vaude prices, 
Garbo film going through to good 
profit, but regular programmer 
playing to little. Then the cut from 
50c to 35c top. 

Publix Century quickly met the 
slash, and the Regent went from 35c 
to 25c at all hours. RKO Temple 
with double features trimmed to 
15ce-25c. 

Several neighbs 
the procession in 
downtown prices. 

RKO Palace, only vaude house, 
will keep 50c top and only theatre 
to ring in on federal tax. 


5 LOEW'S, CLEVELAND, 
CLOSED OVER SUMMER 


Cleveland, June 20. 

Five Loew houses are closing for 
the summer, leaving local circuit 
only two first run spots and three 
of its neighborhocds open. 

Closing orders, most slashing one 
issued in town’s history, means 
curtains for Loew's State (unit- 
pic policy), Alhambra, Circle, Doan 
and Liberty. Two downtown houses 
staying open are Allen, chain’s ace 
film house, and Stillman, a two-bit 
spot. 

In the first notices to fold, sent 
out by Col. E. A. Schiller in New 
York, seven of circuit’s theatres 
were slated to go dark. State was 
originally scheduled to remain 
open, dropping presentations for 
straight pics, but last-minute 
change of plans reversed situation. 

High rentals and _ refusal of 
stagehands’ union to cut wage scale 
rumored to be causes of wholesale 
shutdowns. RKO Hipp was closed 
several weeks ago, but RKO Palace 
will have no competition this sum- 
mer from Loew's with State dark. 

Jerry O’Connell, manager of Al- 
len, and Eddie Melniker at State 
will be shifted to New York 
houses, with O’Connell returning in 
the fall. Jack McBride from Circle 
and Joe Standish will head Allen's 
new staff. Art Catlin is to stay 
as manager of Stillman, with Bob 
Newkirk from Liberty and James 
Evans from State as assistants. 
Kenneth Reid, manager of darkened 
Doan, promoted to managership of 
Broad, Columbus. 


follow 
beat 


likely to 
order to 








Curtailed 4-11 Show 
To Save on Overhead 


Altoona, June 20. 


Local exhibs have inaugurated a 
new policy under which the thea- 
tres will be open only from 5 to 11 
p. m., the move reducing the daily 
operating expense in personnel by 
almost half. Projection men who 


had worked the eliminated shitt 
will alternate with the continued 
shift. 


Policy will continue until Sept. 1 
when the theatres’ contract with 
the projectionists expires and it is 
expected that some readjustment of 
the wage scale will be effected ther. 

Sound by records caused an in- 
crease of 150% in projection booth 
costs and while sound is now on 
the film the augmented projection 
staffs are still required by the pres- 
ent contract, according to the ex- 
hibitors. With admission prices 
now halved the exhibs want the 
boothmen to share the reduction. 

The new plan was presented to 
the public as a matter of insuring 
cooler theatres and greater comfort 
for the  theatre-goers. Warner 
Brothers, Wilmer-Vincent and 
Skouras are represented by the the- 
atres which adopted the new policy 
in unison. 

The Juniata theatre, an independ- 
ent, has dropped to four days a 
week with the only other independ- 
ent closed, for rent. 


——— 


EXHIB IN BANKRUPTCY 


Los Angeles, June 29. 
George E. Carpenter, Glendaie 
exhibitor, filed a voluntary petition 
in bankruptcy here with $19,890 


worth of assets, of which $11,900 
in insurance policies comprise the 
chief item, and liabilities of $8,- 
089.15. 


Chief claim was that of Pacific 
States Savings & Loan association 
on a trust deed for $7,264.66. 





New F-WC House Shuts 
Oldest Phoenix Indie 


Los Angeles, June 20. 

Plaza, oldest theatre in Phoenix, 
Ariz., in point of operation, has 
closed and may remain dark. 

Tough opposition from the new 
Ilox-West Coast house, just across 
the street, spelled ‘finis’ for A. R. 
Cavaness, who has been operating 
house on a second run policy. 


ALL PITT CUTS 





TO DODGE TAX 


Pittsburgh, June 20. 
Sweeping price reductions made 
in all of the first-runs last week to 
eliminate the government tax, every 
site slipping under the 4l1c limit. 
Biggest slash of all was at the 
Fulton, Skhea-Hyde house, where 
scale was cut in half, going from 
50c to 25c. This, however, will 
climinate the two-for-one practice, 
which has been in existence for 
more than a year. Davis went from 
50c to while Warner dropped 
its prices from 50c to 40c. 


or 
vc, 


Something of a surprise was the} 


action of both the Penn and Stan- 
ley, downtown deluxers, going from 
60e to 40c. Houses had been ad- 
vertising for more than a week that, 
with the elimination of stage shows 
for the summer, the top would be 
50e (or 55c with the government 
tax). 

Warner Brothers also making ad- 
justments in all of their nabe houses 
in this district Enright, in East 
Liberty, went from 50c to 40c some 
time ago, while rival Sheridan 
Square dropped from 50c to 35c. 


ALL CIRCUITS TO CUT 





ADMISSIONS IN OHIO: 


Slash in admission prices for all 
circuits operating in Ohio Jooms as 
tKO announces its intention to 
meet the level of Loew cuts in that 
territory. Towns mostly affected 
are Columbus, Akron and Dayton. 
Warners may also chime in at 
Akron where the chain operates the 
Strand. 

The slashing spree came when 
Loew's began reducing its straight 
sound house rates to 35c. and under. 





Columbus, June 20. 

With the failure of the Loew- 
RKO pooling arrangements here 
last week, Loew reopened the Broad 
Iriday (17) after the house had 
been closed two weeks. When 
closed it was announced the Broad 
might not be reopened again this 
year. 

Reopening has the town on its 
ear, as house now is playing first 
run films on a 15-25c scale, with the 
latter figure top even on Sundays 
and holidays. At the same time, 
Loew announced that top at the 
Ohio, which went straight films two 
weeks ago after four years of stage 
shows, had been cut from 50 to 35 


cents. Both houses are to remain 
on their usual full week scale for 
film engagements. 


When the pool arrangements fell 
through, RKO got a bit the best of 
it because the Majestic was doing 
fair biz at 25c top, with the Ohio 
at 50c the only Loew competition. 
Loew changes made last week are 
generally looked upon in the light 
of reciprocation if not a challenge 
to a battle to the finish for what 
little flicker biz may be here this 
summer. 

RKO Palace also dropped to 35c, 
from previous 40c top, Friday but 
failed to ballyhoo the reduction 
even though Loew bought ad space 
heavily and used calliopes and 
what-not all over town, 

Akron, O., June 20. 

The Strand, Warner's ace house 
here, followed Loew’s with admis- 
sion reductions effective 
ately. Strand will operate this sum- 
mer at a 30c. maximum, New scale 
is identical with that of Loews, as 
announced several days ago. 


Al Beckerich, manager RKO Pal- | 
ace, only other major house down- | 


town, will probably follow’. the 
others in scaling down admission 
prices. 





Meyer’s 3d Term 
Milwaukee, June 20. 
Fred S. Meyer was elected to a 
third term as president of 
MPTO of Wisconsin and upper 
Michigan at the three day conven- 
tion here last week, 


the 


immedi- | 


ee 








FRISCO ORPH 
Stick-Up for $4,917—Two Weeks 
After L. A. Orph 

San Francisco, June 20. 

Trio of stick-up men waited un- 
til the Orpheum were 
swelled by return of vaude and 
jthen held up George Bole, man- 
ager, and Bob Haines, assistant, 
llast Sunday night, getting aways 
} with $4,917. 
Bad men 








grosses 


sneaked into the 
offices by a private elevator, 
binding Bole, forced Haines to 
open the safe. Then they trussed 
up the assistant and spent the next 
| five minutes splitting the swag be- 
fore they scrammed. 

Believed to be the same bunch 
who got the Los Angeles Orph two 
weeks ago. 


LOOP TOP TO 75C TO 





Chicago, June 20. 

With the federal theatre tax situ- 
ation left entirely to local divisional 
discretion and adjustment, Chicago 
picture houses voted to pass the 
10° on to the public in all instances 
; over and above the 4l1c deadline. 

Readjustment of downtown scales 
| brings the B&K Chicago and RKO 
| Palace together on a straight Tic 
tap for every night in the week 
plus the tax, marking a 10c re- 
duction at the boxoffice in both 
houses from the former 85c price on 
Saturday, Sunday and holidays. 

At the same time, B&K made a 
similar slide in scale in its neigh- 
borhood deluxe houses, going from 
75c to 65c all week plus tax and elim- 
inating the week-end prices. On 
Saturday and Sunday in the Loop, 
the Palace and Chicago will drop 
its early bird prices from 50c to 40c 
up tol p. m. thereby getting away 
from the excise there. 

RKO's State-Lake top of 60c re- 
mains that way until the new vaude 
policy arrives July 2, when it is 
expected the scale will come down 
to either to a straight 50c tap or 50c 
downstairs and 35c in the balcony. 


RITZ NABE OBJECTED TO 
DELUXER; NOW FOR SALE 


Winnipeg, Can., June 20. 

The Uptown, Winnipeg’s newest 
picture house, situated in the town’s 
wealthiest neighborhood, is proving 
a white elephant. Miles, indepen- 
dent owner who built it, is anxioys 
to sell. Reason for poor biz of 
house is said to be poor pictures, 
the house opening half way through 
the season and not getting good 
bookings. 

The Uptown was very much ob- 
jected to before it was built by the 
| ritzy residents, who passed around 
petitions not to allow it but was 
built in spite. 


Steffes Blames Unions 
For Foreign House Flop 


Minneapolis, June 20, 
W. A. Steffes, Allied States presi- 
dent and local indie exhib, blames 
the abrupt closing of his foreign 
talker season at the Shubert to ex- 
tortionate demands of the local 
unions. Steffes says that he was 
compelled to employ four booth op- 
erators, two to a shift, and a stage 
hand, at a cost of $263 a week, 
which was ‘more gaff than the 
house could stand.’ 
Steffes tried in vain to obtain 
concessions from the unions in the 
matter of personnel requirements. 


‘Licenses Not Renewed by 




















3uffalo, June 20. 

Thirty neighborhood theatres 
have failed to renew their licenses, 
according to a statement issued by 
the Buffalo License Commissioner 
|in ordering the police department 
| to go out and bring back the license 
fees or issue summonses against the 
owners. 

The renewals due May 390 
Only 20 out of the city’s 50 commu- 


| were 
| 
jnity houses have procured permits. 





up- | 
stairs offices, descended to the main 
and | 


MEET 10C SHOW TAX) 








30 of 50 Buffalo’s Nabes | 





me 


Circuits Cut Prices, Loew's Most: 
Blame Depression, Not Tax Move 


Considersble discussion 
the major 


week oii 


among 


chains during the 
the 


which becom-e3 


past 
tax 
(21) 
‘esulted in 


new admission 
effective today 
on all tickets over 40c., 
a consensus that the public absorb 
the levy. Exceptions, where cuts in 


been agreed on since 


the 


scale have 


notice of the passage of tax, 
ire held to be where the 
for felt a 


cut was necessary, but were holding 


cases 


chains have some time 


off to see whether admissions were 
to be taxed or not. 
During meetings of the past week, 


chain heads deny that accord in 
drastic reductions was sought 
through agreement to get as close 


or under the 40c. line as possible. 
Report that the major circuits were 
afraid the majority of independents 
would take advantage of tax- 
exempt scales is declared unfounded, 
with placing indie opera- 
tors in the same spot as they them- 
Estimate is that 60% 
of the country’s indie exhibs, play- 
ing first run, are over the 40c. mark, 
Must Maintain Standard 


Chain operator contention is that 
indies cannot undersell as a result 
of the tax, because if a first run, 
the exhibitor must maintain his 
level the same as the chains, re- 
gardless of the tax. 

It is intimated in some chain 
circles that early morning, matinee 
and perhaps balcony prices may be 
slashed to under the 40c level in 
order to appease that portion of the 
public demanding escape from the 
tax. There is no general agreement 
in this direction by the chains, how- 
ever, With majority of cuts already 
in effect or to come, to be figured 
principally by operators with re- 
spect to all factors except the tax. 

Loew's during the past week es- 
tablished the greatest number of 
changes, or approved them for the 
immediate future, with competitive 
chains in those situations with 
parallel operation ready to meet the 
cut in most cases. 

It's most drastic cut is at the 
Valencia, Jamaica, de luxer with 
stage shows, where top is brought 
down from T75c to 50c. Other cuts 
include four houses in Norfolk, two 
in Columbus and one each in In- 
dianapolis, Akron, Houston, Louis- 
ville, Canton, Kansas City, Roches- 
ter, Toronto, Harrisburg, Syracuse 
and Pittsburgh. lLoew’s calls the 
reduction the most drastic since the 
depression, but blame much of it 
on the depression. In houses in 
towns mentioned, a top of 30 and 
35c is established, but through con- 
ditions rather than as a result of 
the tax, it is insisted. 


Policy Change Reason 
On July 1 when the Paradise, 
Bronx, and Jersey City, de luxers, 
put in name vaude shows in place of 
Loew units, the scales will not be 


experts 


selves are. 


| altered. 


Among other low reductions are 
Pitkin, Brooklyn, with elimination 
of vaude Saturday (25); Yonkers, 
which went to straight pictures 
Saturday (18); Boulevard, Bronx, 
which cuts though retaining vaude 
and Loew's Hillside, Jamaica, down 


to 10, 15 and 25c scale yesterday 
(Monday) 
Penn, Pittsburgh, cut follows 


ousting of units there June 10, while 
the cut in Columbus is pointed out 
as due to turning to straight pic- 
tures. State, Newark, probably goes 
to straight pictures July 1, with that 
change in policy calling for normal 
drop in prices. 

Loew's is closing five houses in 
Cleveland, State, Circle, Alhambra, 
Doan, and Liberty, for the summer, 
leaving chain with Stillman and Al- 
len as big downtown houses, plus 
Granada and Park, in nabes, open. 

Publix has reduced to 40c or 
lower in only a very few minor 
spots where cut was seen as inevit- 
able weeks ago, says one of its op- 


erating officials, while for RKO @a@ 
spokesman says ‘everything being 
equal, admission prices will be 


maintained.’ 
Where a change of policy is ef- 
fected, a cut is expected aside from 


the tax as it would have been be- 
fore that. 

On Broadway, all houses are pass- 
ing the tax on to the public. It 
has also been agreed between the 

rious chains that the newspaper 
critics will have to pay their own 
tax on passes.rather than absorp- 


tion of this charge by the theatres, 
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| VOTE FOR 10 LEADING 
BOX-OFFICE STARS! 


‘And who do you think wins? 








FIRST RETURNS IN NATION-WIDE 
SURVEY OF MOTION PICTURE HERALD! 


MARIE DRESSLER 
JOAN CRAWFORD 
WALLACE BEERY 
GRETA GARBO 
NORMA SHEARER 
CLARK GABLE 


6 out of 10 for 
METRO-GOLDWYN-MAYER 


The Star Power! 
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50. CALIF. INDIES 
KILL ALLIED 
FOR LT.0. 


Los Angeles, June 20, 
Paving the way for expected clear 
sailing by the newly created Inde- 





pendent Theatre Owners of South- 
members of Allied 
Theatre Owners of So. Calif., meet- 
ing Tuesday (14), formally dissolved 
the original outfit, which for more 
than a year has functioned in 
desultory fashion. Liabilities and 
assets of Allied were immediately 
assumed by ITO as of June 1, and 
steps taken to insure harmony in 
the ranks and secure zone and other 
protections which Allied was unable 
to bring for its members. 

With more than 150 Indie houses 
out of a total of approximately 450 


ern California, 


in the “outhern California territory 
now dark, leaders of the new ex- 
hibitor organization hope to get 


around 290 to 300 members in the 
immediate future. 

Dues in the ITO body have been 
set at $3 minimum, with $2 monthly 
per theatre where there is more 
than one house included in a mem- 


ber’s operation. Initiation fees 
are $5. 
First board meeting of the new 


organization was held following day 
at which time a membership drive 
was launched. Ways and means of 
raising funds, which includes new 
members, was left in the hands of 
the finance committee of which 
Harry W. Chotiner is chairman, 


Musicians Jon P-P 
In Reward Offers to 
Curb Texas Bombings 





Dallas, June 20, 
Series of recent stench bombings 
in Texas prompted Publix to post 
$2,000 reward for info leading to 
convictions. An additional $260 
from the Dallas musicians’ local 


sidetracked the labor angle suspish. 

Flat denials were made from both 
Bob O'Donnell, Publix div. head, and 
local labor officials, of any existing 
differences in the Texas keys af- 
fected by P-P’s current retrench- 
ment program, manifested in clos- 
ing of some 14 deluxers for the 
summer and temporary return to 
straight pict policy of vaudfilm 
stands in this division. Only ex- 
ception is San Antonio, where the- 
atres combined in toto to lock out 
stagehands following contract dis- 
agreement. 

Publix operations victimized by 
bombers during the past month in- 
clude Houston, San Antonio, Waco, 
¥f. Worth and Dallas. In some in- 
stances bombings were simultan- 
eous in different towns, and in ma- 
jority cases auring the first night 


performances, resulting in injuries 
to a score of patrons, mostly minor 
burns, 


O'Donnell intimates that continu- 
ation of this mess may force P-P 
to close several other Texas houses, 
taking into consideration that some 
of these operating are ‘lemons’ al- 
ready. ‘ 





Sliding Scale of Cuts 
By Proj. with Fox-W. C. 


San Francisco, June 20. 


Arch M. Bowles, for F-WC, has 
concluded weeks of dickering with 
the Projectionists’ union for pay 
cuts in local houses. Deal is sim- 
ilar to the one worked out with 
RKO, WB and UA some weeks ago, 
and is the basis for similar nego- 
tiations now being conducted by 
United California Theatres, includ- 
ing Golden State, T. & D., Jr., and 
San Francisco Theatres, Inc. 

Agreement, effective to Sept. 1, 
1933, calls for the following sliding 
cuts: 

Salaries from $70 to $75 per week, 
cut 5%; from $75 to $80 cut 6%; 
$80 to $85, cut 7%; $85-$90, cut 
8%; $90-$95, cut 9%; $95 to $100, 
cut 10%. 

IF'-WC is closing its California, 
Richmond, after dickering with 
projectionists to cut the three ope- 
rators’ salaries from $73. Unions 
refused, and biz being off anyway, 
house shutters for the summer, 





Oakland, Cal., June 20. 

The State, operated by the Golden 
State chain under joint ownership 
with the T & D Junior, passed to 
the Fox-West Coast this week un- 
dar a deal whereby Fox takes the 
nabe Rialto in S, F. and gives two 
houses in Visalia and Hanford, re- 
spectively. 

A policy change will be 
immediately, either first runs 
musical tab stage show, 


put in 


or second | 


runs at pop prices. If the latter, 
Warner and United product, here- 
tofore shown at State, will gravi- 


tate to Fox-Oakland, 
and Grand-Lake, 

The . Grand-Lake, which came 
v.--hin $9 of the first week of S.F. 
on ‘Grand Hotel,’ grossing in the 
neighborhood of $22,000, is now to 
have a first run policy. Closing 
notices are up at the Paramount, 
de luxe house where the Fanchon 
& Marco shows are, but it is be- 
lieved to be a protective measure 
preliminary to wage reduction con- 
ferences with the unions. 

The Fulton reopens Saturday (25) 
with pop stock under management 
of Dick Wilbur who has a summer 
contract from George Ebey and Ed- 
ward J. Hogarty. Louis R. Lurie, 
receiver for the Income Properties, 
is also dickering with deals to re- 
open the Roxie either as burlesque 
or stock house. 

The American, 
and playing Columbia and indie 
products, is having its troubles and 
a second run pop policy is being 
considered. 


Paramount 


Theatre Rental Suit 
Reversed by High Court 


Appellate Division has ordered a 
new trial in the suit by Grand Allen 
Holding Corp. against the M. & S. 
Circuit, the latter having won the 
judgment of the Supreme Court, 
which decision the App. Div. re- 
versed, G. A. sued M. & §S. for 
$1,416. 

Charge was that in June, 1928, 
the Allen Theatre Corp. leasing the 
Allen St. theatre, New York, from 
the G. A. firm, assigned to G. A. a 
fire loss insurance claim in consid- 
eration of rent in arrears and per- 
mission to sublet the theatre. When 
the claim was paid, Allen Theatre 
Corp. gave the money to M..& S. 
Circuit, which allegedly refused to 
pay. 

Appellate Division ruled that Max 
Cohen, secretary of the Allen Thea- 
tre Corp., was entitled to sign the 
assignment. Supreme Court had 
held the reverse. 





Labor Trouble May Force 
Closing of Another Spot 


Greenwich, Conn., June 20. 

With no settlement in sight with 
the union the situation anent the 
RKO Pickwick makes it look like 
that house may have to close down. 
The cost of maintaining four oper 
ators is the rub, 

The house is open only for 5% 
hours daily, and RKO figures two 
men would be plenty for that kind 
of time. The house runs a matinee 
and two shows at night, the first at 
7 and the second at 9. 


—_—— 


Golf Benefit Trailers 


New York theatres are aiding un- 
employment relief by running trail- 
ergs on a golf match June 26 at 
the Fresh Meadows Country Club 
for the fund. The Mayor’s Com- 
mittee on relief is asking the New 
York houses to do this bit, with 
quick action all over. 

Gene Sarazen, Bobby Jones, Billy 
Burke and Tommy Armour will be 
the players donating their services. 








RUSS ROGERS’ NEW DEAL 


Los Angeles, June 20. 
Russell Rogers, who recently re- 
tired as general manager of Pacific 
National Theatres, received a cash 
settlement for his contract, and has 
been rehired by the company as 
film buyer. 


to go. 


— 


BRUCE FOWLER SUPER 


Los Angeles, June 20. 
Bruce Fowler has been appoint a | 
a Fox-West Coast district super- 
visor for a portion of Los Angeles 
territory. 
He replaces Robert Smith, who 








Jis temporarily without assignment. 


T. & D., JR., AND FOX-WC 
IN OAKLAND, CAL., POOL 


and a/| 





recently reopened | 


Rogers’ contract had until Jan, 1 | 


| EARL LaVERE »- 





Nouns Beat Stars 





Los Angeles, June 20. 

Star names mean little if 
anything to the clientele of the 
of the several Central avenue 
(colored district) picture 
houses. On the other hand ex- 
hibs cash in on the words 
‘racketeer’ and ‘gangster’ and 
use these above the title in 
most instances. 

Using the billing ‘Racketeer 
in such-and-such’ (picture) 
means capacity biz for the ca- 
terers to the colored gentry. 


Sheriff's Sale Set 


For 5 Chamberlain 
Houses-Appeal On’ 


Shamokin, Pa., June 20. 

Sheriff Charles R. Lark, of 
Northumberland county, has adver- 
tised a sheriff’s sale, for June 29, of 
five of the Chamberlain Amusement 
Enterprises theatres in that district. 
-The sale is to take place at Sun- 
bury. The theatres are in Shamo- 
kin, Mt. Carmel, Lansford, Tamaqua 
and Mahanoy City. 

The Pennsylvania Trust Co., 

teading, holder of a $260,000 mort- 
| gage, is the execution creditor. 

The Pennsylvania Supreme Court 
was applied to recently for a stay 
of execution, but dismissed the ap- 
peal, Since then another appeal has 
been taken, with the effect, in the 
opinion of some interests, of delay- 
ing proceedings until the Supreme 
Court can hear the second appeal 
next fall. 

Meanwhile Stephen -L. Gribben, 
Shamokin, the receiver of the thea- 
tre properties, is continuing to op- 
erate them, The first appeal was 
taken by representatives of the 
stockholders. The second has ap- 
parently been filed on behalf of the 
receiver, who wants to continue op- 
eration of the theatres, claiming, as 
do the stockholders and bondhold- 
ers, that selling the realty at this 
time would cause heavy losses. The 
sheriff is proceeding, nevertheless, 
and advertising the proposed sale, 
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Pete Smith’s Short 
Hollywood, June 20, 
Metro has in work ‘Motorcycle 
Mania.’ Hill climbing short with 
Pete Smith writing and speaking the 
dtalog. 
Jack Cummings directs, 





CANADIAN ACCORD 


Publix and RKO Agree on New 
Scale, Policy for 11 











and reduction in admission prices 
of RKO’s 11 Canadian houses ope- 
rated under a partnership with 
Publix were concluded Friday (17) 


in New York 





lin and John Balaban, Franklin is 
RKO’s representative in Canada. 
| RE is not related to H, B. Franklij, 
RKO president, and: returned, to 
Canada following completion of his 
conferences with Publix. 

Certain RKO spots in Canada, 
now dark, may be reopened, 


L. A’S COLORED INDIES 
OFF OF DOUBLE BILLS 


Los Angeles, June 20. 
First concerted step of a group 
indie exhibs to eliminate the 
double-feature problem has been 
reached in the Central avenue (col- 








of 





ored) district, where effective this 
week all double bill houses will re- 
vert to single features. 

General agreement is for the 
four houses affected to change pics 
twice weekly, and in no: case to 
show more than one feature on a 
program, 





TEITEL MARITAL TIFF 
Chicago June 20. 

Latest domestic wrangle on film 
row has Abe Teitel, exchange own- 
er, sued for separate maintenance 
by his wife, Ernestine, on charges 
of misconduct. 

Mrs. Teitel obtained an injunction 
against Teitel to restrain him from 
disposing of a film renovator patent 
he owns, valued at $150,000, 


Abe Teitel, local indie exchange 
man, and Louis Machat, operator 
of the arty Cinema theatre, have 
gone into partnership on a dis- 
tributing deal. Will handle foreign 
flickers of all tongues for distribu- 
tion through the midwest. 
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No Chi Move to Stabilize Film 


Protection; Numerous Violations 


’ ’ 4 


Chicago, June 20. 
In spite of the efforts of the ex- 
changes locally to get some system 
into the present releasing schedule, 


which has been torn full of holes 


Negotiations for changes in policy | by the serious price-slashing epi- 


demic within the past year, 


that 


will go through the next season 
with the protection schedule entires 
ly unregulated. 

This season marks the first year 
since the start of the protection and 
slease system in this town 
no pre-selling season attempt 
has been made to straighten out the 
various squabbles existing in cer- 
tain districts. Usually by June 15, 
all the circuits in town, both na- 


it ap- 


the film industry here 


tional and local, have sent in their 


‘protection letters’ to the exchanges, 
stating their preferences and angles 
on the release setup for the coming 
It is signficant that this year 
thus far not one circuit, not even 
the two ace national grinds, Publix- 
B. & K. and Warner Bros., have so 
far taken the time to state their 
views. to the exchanges. Even the 
local buying circuits, which are 
ordinarily fuming about the ex- 
changes this time of the year, try- 
ing to get some concessions for 
their minor neighborhood houses, 
are at present apparently entirely 
disinterested in the protection idea, 
On Merry-go-round 

Result is that the city protection 
system, which has been badly dis- 
rupted through this past wild and 
wooly season, will go through an- 
other without being straightened. 
So that the protection scheme for 
1932-33 locally will necessarily be 
of a catch-as-can-catch-nature, the 
houses jumping from one week of 
release to another, depending how 
fortunate or powerful they are at 
particular exchanges. 

The southside particularly is up- 
set, due primarily to the new Pub- 
lix-B. & K. Southtown. There are 
seven houses in that section now 
trying to get pictures for their pre- 
release weeks: Tivoli, Avalon, Capi- 
tol, Tower, Piccadilly, Stratford. 
Fortunately the RKO Englewood 
has dropped out of the portrait. 
The result is that sometimes one 
house is forced to repeat on an- 
other; the next time it’s the other 
way round, The exchanges have 
washed their hands of the matter. 
It’s their notion that it’s become 
strictly an exhib problem, 
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KEEP YOUR EYE ON 


PAUL ASH 


LOS ANGELES 





WITH 


REAL... LIVING... MUSIC 
PICTURES . STAGE . OVERTURES 








GINO SEVER! 
Aast. Condr 
CHRIS SPROTTE 
Violin 
HENRY SUGAR 
Violin 
HAROLD PRAGUE 


Violin 
HAL CHAZNOFF 
| Violin 





IRVING LIPSCHULTZ 
'Cello 





i 


WALLY HEGLIN 
Banjo-Arranger 
MOREY FRIEDMAN 


Piano 
MACK HOLLEY 
VAN GATEWOOD 
RANDALL MILLER 


Trombone 
RED SPEROW 





Trombone 
FEATURED COMEDIANS 


MEET THE ORCHESTRA—EVERY ONE A REAL MUSICIAN: 


CHAS. LELAND 


PRODUCTIONS STAGED BY 


LOU McDERMOTT 


7 “F ANYBODY CAN CAN CANNED MUSIC—PAUL ASH CAN” 


CARL HOFFMAYR 
Sax-Arranger 
JACKIE KLEIN 
Saxophone 
LARRY WRIGHT 
Saxophone 
GORDON GREEN 
Saxophone 
BILLY CANDREVA 
Trumpet 
CAL CLIFFORD 





Trumpet 
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KEEPING UP 
» WITH F. & M. 


What Stars and Grads of 
pthe Circuit Are Doing and 
Where and Why 


Barron Grinnin’ 

“On the Riviera’ plays Loew 
Century Baltimore, July 1 and 
Loew -Fox, Washington, July 8, set- 
ting these two Loew stands into 
the regular Fanchon and Marco 
route. Announcement gratifying to 
Washington City Manager Carter 
Barron who broke into show biz at 
Fox, Atlanta, where the Ideas were 
trade mark from day house opened. 
Barron specialized F & M tieups, 
Atlanta. 


Cast Switches 
Barto and Mann join F & M 


“Swiss Movemei..3” at Albee, Cincy; 
headliners who have featured many 
an F & M Idea. Restup of Red 
Donahue puts Jay Mills and part- 
ner into his spot at Fox, Philadel- 
phia, for the week. F & M’s Eve 
Ross plus Sunkists co-operating 
with energetic Blanche Livingston 
and A. E. Chapman to make Fox 
Brooklyn bathing beaut show a suc- 
cess. The only Rian James (Brook- 
lyn Eagle) a judge. 





hd Happy Hunch 

Richard ~. Hays, Seattle (Wash.) 
Times, goes for Trix Friganza in 
the large way, stating: “Fanchon 
— Marco whose theatre produc- 
ions spread throughout the land 
never had a happier bunch tnan 
when ihey coaxed Miss Friganza 
from her Hollywood home and in- 
duced her to become star of one 
of their stage Ideas.” And no one 
ever h.d a happier hunch than 
¥F & M when they did it! 





*  Conchita’s Boston 


Conchita Montenegro, picture star 
who is Fanchonmarcoing, just owns 
the staid town of Boston, Mass., 
since she told the American's Har- 
leigh Schultz: “I love the Boston 
men.” Since Doston men re known 
for their New England coldness, this 
is some admission. Conchita con- 
tinued: “They’re so kind, so gal- 
lant.” Helped business at the Met- 
ropc:itan, says Eddie Zorn, 


Reveal Start 

Gale Quadruplets in George 
White’s “Scandals,” Chicago, told 
press of their F & M start. From 
Idea to Mr. White’s “Flyin’ High.” 
Touchin’ on and appertainin’ to 
their personal likes and dislikes 
Jane said she preferred the cave- 
man type, Jean the Clark Gable, 
June the strong silent kind, while 
Joan who is the smallest of the lot, 
divided between Mickey Mouse and 
Jack Lait. 


Alice Applauds 


Alice Joy, famous Prince Albert 
“dream girl’ of radio, playing Buf- 
falo, visited F & M “Reflections” 
Idea at Buffalo Theatre, and en- 
thused over production. ‘Nother 
enthusiast was Ardis Smith of 
Times who wrote: “Finale is mir- 
ror ballet which is nothing short of 
Broadway.” Ardis was original 
F & M booster when Ideas played 
a* Bill Raynor’s Lafayette in ’29. 





Space Grabber 


Dull week in life of Morris Kinz- 
Yer, Brooklyn Fox p.a. nets Graphic 
roto page for F & M’s Betty and 
Dorothy Lewis and three-col spread 
Times Union on daily sun bath of 
Sunkists atop theatre roof. Rod 
Waggoner put over stout ladies’ mat 
which not only got Seattle space 
but aroused much jollity. Esti- 
mated “40,000 pounds of healthy, 
joyful humanity” turned out. 





) 


Feature News 


Press of Lionelkeenland, other- 
wise Atlanta, Ga., features Fanchon 
and Marco players three times away 
from theatrical page. Atlanta Geor- 
gian’s bright “All in a Day” has 
Mildred Seydell sermon on Tommy 
McAuliffe; Journal gives same 
F & M actor three-col box on sports 
page; then Journal's Ralph Smith 
eulogizes artistry of Captain Willie 
Mauss in his “Crackerland” feature 
kolyum. 


Shirt Tails 

Marco and Jack Partington cov- 
ered opening Idea show at Cincy 
Albee, but likely had no report like 
that of the Post, boosting lack of 
vanishing shirt tails. To make it 
clear, here are Post’s words: “Being 
complete units, the F & M Ideas 
are run off without interruptions 
between numbers which character- 
ize vaude programs. Under the new 
system, the stage hands will have 
to deny us those seductive glimpses 
of their vanishing shirt tails!” 
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FOR ACTORS AND THEATRE OPERATORS! 


F. & M. can fill your open time for spot bookings . . . or over the 


FANCHON «MARCO 


HOLLYWOOD @ SAN FRANCISCO e SEATTLE @ MILWAUKEE e NEW YORK 
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SERVICE 


FOR ACTORS: 


entire route. 


AL JOLSON, EDDIE CANTOR and TED LEWIS have been 
signed for short engagements. GUS EDWARD’S RADIO 
STARS, JOHNNY BURKE, NINA OLIVETTE, CHARLEY 
FOY, FLO LEWIS, EDDIE PEABODY, BLANCHE SWEET 
and CHESTER FREDERICKS will cover the whole route. 

















FOR THEATRE OPERATORS: 


If you want to hop up your usual stage show with added out- 
standing names, F. & M. will obtain them for you for a week, a 











month, or longer. 





No matter what you want in stage shows 





_. you can get it from... 





INC, 


Offices 
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L. A. Exhibs Can’t Agree 
To Eliminate Twin Bills 


Hollywood, June 20. 
Owners of downtown, second-run. 


Schmeling-Sharkey Fight 
Film at Globe, Grind 


Advertising Cut 
(Continued from page 5) 
magazines have not suffered as they 





double-feature houses met again 
Saturday (18) to try and eliminate 


Globe, New York has again 
switched from legit to pictures, 
with the Schmeling-Sharkey fight 
films booked there on a grind start- 
ing tomorrow (22). Pictures are 
being made by Leon Britton on a 
percentage arrangement with the 


Rosenberg. 

He operates the 
Palace and refused 
features stating he has been doing 


President and 


to go 


principals and Madison Square}okay with the 2-for-1’s. 
Garden sharing. _ 
Foreclosure proceedings recently 
resulted in a receiver being ap- Dp ~e W it He d 
pointed and he was empowered to 4 ar S) ri er ta 
rent the Globe for one year either | _ . 
by the week or for the term. No ‘Hollywood, June 20 
show being in sight, the picture Merritt Hulbura, brought to Para 
booking was arranged, house loca- | pn ount several months ago, has been 
tion liguring. put in charge of writers at the stu- 
Settlement between the house and dio. Hulburd, formerly associate | 
‘Cat and Fiddle’ on the final two | editor of the ‘Saturday Evening 
weeks in the Globe is still in abey- | Post,’ will contact writers on their 
ance. stories. 





A. M. Botsford continues as head 
of the Coast editorial board and in 
charge of all story matters. 


Caesar’s ‘Mouse’ Plug 


Hollywood, June 20. 

Irving Caesar has written a new 
tune, ‘What, No Mickey Mouse’?,’ in 
a tieup with Walt Disney, Mickey I. M. 
Mouse creator. Song will be pub- director of theatres, 
lished by Caesar’s publishing com- | day (22) for Europe 
pany. vacation trip. 

It will be used in exploitation of He'll look over a couple of thea- 


Glucksman Sailing 
RKO's former 
Wednes- 


a business- 


Glucksman, 
sails 


on 


the Disney cartoons, and around 15,-|tre and picture propositions over 
000 copies are being sent out to ex-| there, stopping off first in Vienna 
hibitors and others for publicity |and then going to Paris. Expects 


purposes. to return in September. 


Adler Indie Chi P.A. 
Chicago, June 20. 
Bill Adler, formerly in RKO's pub- 
licity department, has set up 
own exploitation service here. 
Adler is working the field, effect- 
ing tieups and stunts for local the- 
atres. 











FANCHONé MARCO: 





A Featured Acts -. 





BERNIE and WALKER 


The Mad Wags of Malibu 


in “ANYTHING CAN HAPPEN” 





Hollywood 


(Continued from page 6) 








‘ Halpern Brothers and Phil Gold- 
and stone for Educational release. Lat- 

ter walked out when distributing 

“All Tangled Up fer Fun” company wanted to offer more 


paper and less cash. 


“TOWN and COUNTRY” Idea 


RUDY KAYE 


“The Singing Switcher” 
¥F & M’s “Parisian Revue” 


JANICE WALKER 


Doing “Cinderella Brown” 
¥F & M’s “Parisian Revue” 


STEVE SAVAGE 


As “JOE E. BROWN” 


With “Star Night” Idea 
Dir, HARRY LEVINE 


| GILBERT BROS. 


“MALIBU BEACH” Idea 











Allied Rests 
Allied Pictures suspended pro- 
duction activities for six weeks due 
to having five pictures ahead of 
schedule. 








Nick Grinde and Ralph Block are 
working on an original for Metro, 
former to direct also. 











Lew Golder, agent, recovering 
from abdominal operation at Cedars 
of Lebanon hospital. 


Cameraman Falls 
Henry Freulich, cameraman at 
Columbia, suffered broken ankle 
and bruises in fall from parallel 
while filming a scene. 








Setting Ballyhoo Rates 
Dealers and workers engaged in 
supplying speaker systems used in 
truck hallyhooing have organized 
to establish standard rates. To be 
known as Public Address Trades 
Association. 











Marilyn Miller Oke 
Despite reports in New York 
dailies that Marilyn Miller is des- 
perately ill in a hospital, actress 
is enjoying good health at her Bev- 
erly Hills home. 








FANCHON & MARCO Presents 


ZELDA SANTLEY 


“VEILS” IDEA 


JOE and JANE 


Mc KENNA 


Headlining 
LOEW’S STATE, MEMPHIS 


Bert Milton and Bob Linden ap- 
pearing in B.B.B.’s ‘Boys Will Be 
Girls’ Revue, tested for ‘The Blonde 
Venus’ at Par. 











W. B. Convention Arrivals 
Arriving Friday (17) for Warners 
western regional sales convention 
this week (June 20-21) were Charles 





it en an ce Bees Einfeld, Gradwell E. Sears, Joe 
— Hummel and Norman Moray. 








BERNARDO DE PACE 
“Wizard of the Mandolin” 


Hume Up Again 
Paramount is negotiating with 
Benita Hume, English actress. Miss 
Hume's previous deal to come here 














Assisted by CELINE LESCAR for Radio fell through. 
HENRI Herbert Brenon is negotiating 
with U. A, to release his proposed 
T H E R R | E N production of ‘Blind Raftery’ by 
Don Byrne. 
TENOR 


M-G Vacation Pay Cut 
Metro's employees, ordinarily get- 
ting two weeks’ vacation with pay, 
will now get a check for only one 
week, 


“MALIBU BEACH” IDEA 


EDDIE BRUCE 


HEADLINING 
‘4 ° 
‘Gus Edward's Radio Stars” 











One W.B. for Colbert 
Warners will borrow Claudette 
Colbert from Par for one picture 
‘bate the Burbank plant reopens, 














ENRICA=«NOVELLO 


GOLDEN GATE THEATRE, SAN FRANCISCO, WEEK JUNE 17 
Direction WEBE#-SIMON 














twin bills, but were balked by Mike | 


single | 


his 


otherwise might have. Nationally 
{the ad space reduction runs less 
than 10% except possibly over 
}months of June and July when 
many theatres ordinarily cut down 
commitments. 

Space is also being staggered for | 
best With operating belief | 
generally growing stronger in favor 
advertis- 





benefits, 


| 
| 
}of keeping all anrusement 
those than 
for lowe 
country, 
been re- 


Ins on pages rather 


| shifting them elsewhere 
rates. Throughout the 
newspaper rates have not 
duced to any appreciable point. 
Same Ad Rates 
Over a period of years 
have vigorously 
|reductions in New York, with only 
minor success. The same is true 
of many other big keys. | 
In New York, where both the the- | 
| atres and the distributors wish to) 


the big 


7 + 7 . 
CHuains fought 101 


splurge heaviest on advertising, the | 
dic-hard attitude of most of the 
daily papers is deprecated. Any 
threat to seriously reduce lineage, 
' the chains know, wouldn't be effec- 
tive because it couldn't very well be 
carried out 

| The decline that has oc 
| been due more to depression and an | 
| effort to hold to budgets than any- | 
| thing else, especially on what are | 
'termed average pictures. All houses | 
| often appropriate heavy amounts | 
over the set budget on certain out- 
|jstanding productions. Figures, show, | 
|for instance, Paramount has spent 
25% more in the last three weeks 
jthan the same weeks a year ago, 


| 


urred has 


| while Rivoli has averaged same in- | week other papers will be included, 


crease over last five weeks as 
}against a year ago. 

The Roxy went up a ways last 
week to plug the Friar’s Club show 
on its stage, getting nearer to the 
former $10,000 average than on any 
recent bill there. 

Capitol has refused to stint at all, 
remaining the same through the de- 
pression as in better times. It’s 
average appropriation is $3,500. 
Lately it has gone as high as $10,- 
000 on a single week. Budget for 





|salaries of operators at work, those some 


Local 306 Spending $3500 on Ads in 


Dailies to Spike Racketeer Charges 


eae + 
| columbus convention 10 days ago, 
Starting tomorrow (Wednesday) 
the ‘Times’ will print its second ad 





a 


New York theatres employing op- 


erator-members of Sam _ Kaplan's 
| 


has 


local union (No. 305,, which ifrom 306, along same lines as the 
been heavily under fire during the | first. 

past year) are pr ring to aid P-| Ads printed so far were headed 
lan’s campaign designed to offset/in big type: ‘And They Call Us 
attacks nd the stigma of those; Racketeers.’ Making a general de- 
already made. lial of charges of violence, etec., the 


On top of the present advertising | aq tatistics on its members, 


sives § 


in New York dailies placed by the| number supporting families, num- 
Kaplan union, Greater New York) ber dependent children, how many 
film houses have signified their in-| jn school, how many have achieved 
tention of using lobby cards in the! other professions, number served 
campaign. So far this includes in-/jn army, navy or marines, ete. 
dies only. warge chains may not | In defense of its efforts to retain 
| Participate. |several men in booths, 306 points 
The present daily advertising is|to a chain official’s testimony in a 
budgeted and okaycd by the 306/court case (details not given), 
membership for three weeks at an showing that film is inflammable 
expenditure of $3,500 weekly. After) and pointing out why two men 
that 306, through a meetings of its| should be on duty at all times as a 
membership, will determine whether | minimum. ‘ 
it is to be carried further in this; All theatres, including those of 


or some other form. Budget to) major chains, in Greater New York 
cover initial three weeks’ cost is de-| employing 306 men, are listed as 
rived from the assessment against! subscribing to the need for such 
the union’s members, in force some- |} safety in booth operation. The ad 


time now. This takes 12% of the/reads clearly on tnis point, though 


portions of the public may 
not employed kicking in construe theatres are subscribing 
week. |to the defense of Kaplan on the 

First of the Kaplan ads, occuPy- | racketeering angle brought out as 
ing 52% inches, appeared in the! 
New York ‘Times’ last week, with 
the ‘Journal,’ ‘American,’ ‘News’ and 
‘Mirror’ following. The current 


$5.50 a 


well, 


ee 


HOWARD PHILLIPS SET 


Hollywood, June 20. 
Noward Phillips has been engaged 
by Tiffany for lead in ‘Last Mile.’ 
Booked through the Leo Morrison 
office. 


|from tabs to big sheets, but ex- 
|cluded is the ‘World-Telegram.’ 
|This paper has persistently fought 
Kaplan. Last editorial was on the 





SORW PRODUC 
“DIVE IN” 


18) Loew's, St. 


JACK 





A LOEW PRODUCTION A 


“KEEP KLOWNING” 


(June 18) Palace, Washington 





Loule 


(June 

















this house as well as all others in- 
cludes advance in current (or first 
week’s) run, with drop from there 
on if held a second. 


Publix’s $1,000 N. Y. Cut 

Between Publix’s New York trio, 
the average weekly ad expenditure 
is running only a little over $1,000 
less a week than two and three 
years ago. 

Budget for the two Paramounts 
(New York and Brooklyn) runs be- 
tween $5,300 and $5,500 with the 
split on a 70-30 basis between the 
two houses. Lately the New York 
Paramount, in plugging its stage 
shows, has been averaging around 
$6,000. 

The Rivoli and Rialto have cut on 
advertising less than the Para- 
mount. Each of the runs is bud- 
geted at $6,800 on advance, plus 
$3,000 for first week. The second 
or third weeks depend on the pic- 
ture. That is also true of the ad- 
vance and first week's current ad- 
vertising, with distributor putting 
in additional money. 

As it is in the case of both the 
Rivoli and Rialto, the distrib par- 
ticipates with Publix, theatre pay- 
ing first $4,000 on budget, distribu- 
tor balance and having privilege of 
increasing from his (distrib) end as 
far as desired. 

United Artists usually increases 
the appropriation, having gone as 
high as $12,000 on advance during 
the past season, 

A portion of Publix’s cut on ad- 
vertising, over $1,000 weekly aver- 
age, has been effected by climinat- 
ing a few class mags and foreign 
newspapers. 

The Mayfair has been averaging 
around $6,500 a week on advertising 
for first week and between $3,000 
and $3,500 second since its opening. 
House has spent as high as $17,000 
a week, with declaration that re- 
sults have been comparatively bet- 
ter when spending more on the 
campaign. 

Winter Garden has also gone un- 
usually high, its top having been 
$20,000 on advance and first week. 
At present average there is around 
$5,000, as compared with average of | 
$7,500 three years ago. Second week | 
than ran $4,500 and third, $3,000. 

Fixed budget for the Strand has a 
maximum of $5,000 on the week, 
with the figure $3,000 if held over a 
second, These amounts are wholly 
fiexible with Warners as with other 
chains, house very often nearly dou- 
| bling that amount on certain pic- 
| tures, 

The only $2 house now operating, 
|the Astor, has not trimmed its ad- 
|vertising over the years. It always 
‘runs around $15,000 on advance; | 
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COLLINS 


AND 


PETERSON 


Direction :—SAM 


PEPPER 


“Pepping Up the Show” 


Dir.: Cargill & Dobson 


MADELINE BERLO 


DIVING MERMAID 
Thanks to Marvin Schenck 


MACK, HAROLD and 
BOBBY 


“KIDS KIDDIN’” 
Dir: CARGILL-DOBSON 


JEANNE DEVEREAUX 


PREMIER DANCER 





LYONS 


A FLING OF FUN 
STAN 


KAVANAGH 


Dir.:—AL GROSSMAN 


CHESTER HALE’S 
24 BEST STEPPERS 




















A LOEW PRODUCTION 


“THREE SCREENS” 


(tune 18) Oriental, Chicage 


CHAN FY FRANKLYN 
so | D’AMORE 


FOX | 


JACK LANE 
‘Dancing Stars of 


Two Continents’ 


A LOEW PRODUCTION 


“HELLS-BELLES” 


(june 18) Loew's, Jorsey City 


STONE and 
VERNON 


Casino de Paris 


13 MONTHS 


The Suave Deceiver 


CARDINI 


Direction WM. MORRIS 


RUSSELL 











*Do You Want 
to Wrestle” 


Dir.: Johnny Hyde Dir. Alex. Hanlon 

















and AL 
ARMSTRONG NORMAN ornaunsli 
“SQUIRREL FEED” GRIFFIN 
Dir.: AL GROSSMAN ? Comedian 2? 
Be c Chente to Distinetive 
3 CANN SISTERS—3 dane carts Styles in Songs 
Direction CHAS. V. YATES 











A LOEW PRODUCTION 


“HI-LITES OF 1932" 


Clune 18) State, Syracuse 


A LOEW PRODUCTION 


“FRIVOLITIES” 


(June 18) State, Cleveland 


GEORGE 


DORMONDE 


“Scientific Nonsense” 
Johnny Hyde, Morris Office 


TOMMY and BETTY 


JIMMY 
SAVO 


“The Runaway Boy” 


Dir: Sam Lyons 


VANDERBILT BOYS 


“Croonaders of Song”’ 











Dir.: 


























“The Dancing W onders” | —— 
Lir.: Wm. Morris Office PEG LEG BATES 
W. E. RITCHIE World's Greatest Monoped Dancer 
“The Original Tramp Cyclist” oe 
ae ee | CHESTER HALE’S 
CHESTER HALE’S | 
FRIVOLITY GIRLS | MLITERS 
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Loew's Plays 5-Act $4,500 Salaried 


Loew's has decided on a regular 
five-act for the 
Paradise, Bronx; Valencia, Jamaica, 
the 


vaudeville show 


and Loew's, Jersey City, after 


present production units go out July 
i. 
politan houses is an alternative to 
straight pictures, either one of which 
was made necessary by the scrap- 
ping of Loew's unit producing de- 
partment. 

All three theatres will be full 
week stands for the vaudeville and 
picture combination shows. Each 
will go under a $4,500 stage budget. 

The remaining Loew units spots 
left showless by the units’ fold will 
go straight pictures for the summer. 


Vaudeville for the three metro- 


They are Pittsburgh, Columbus, 
Cleveland and Syracuse. Baltimore 
and Washington stay in presenta- 


tions, with Loew replacing its own 
units with Fanchon & Marco's. 

For the summer, at least, with 
Loew stepping out of the picture, 
F. & M. becomes the country’s sole 
producer of picture house stage 
units. 

RKO anticipates opposition for its 
Fordham from Loew's Paradise. 
They are about a block apart in the 
Grand Concourse section of . the 
Bronx. 

For an opening blast the three 
Loew houses will use names on 
starting bills. Ethel Merman and 
George Sidney will headline the five 
acts at the Valencia. Pat Rooney 
3d and N.T.G.’s_ girl show play 
Jersey City. Cab Calloway. and 
Block and Sully are booked for the 
Paradise. 


Vaude Bills at 3 Met Theatres 





LEONIDOFF DOUBLING 


| Splitting Staging Time 
F & M and B & K in Chi 


Chicago, June 20. 


If 


Leon Leonidoff, at present produc- 
ing for Fanchon & Marco, will come 
to this town to do some producing 
for Publix-B. & K. Tentative setup 
of the deal will have Leonidoff with 
both B. & K. and F. & M., doing 
indie producing for the Publix firm 
and making any necessary adjust- 
ments to the F. & M. units when 
reaching here, 

Understood that Val _  Rassett, 
Russian trainer better known as 
Mikelychik, will be shipped in from 
the east to do the dance numbers. 

Figured to get the B. & K. pro- 
ducing organization here in order 
by July 1. 


present negotiations connect, 


Agents’ Palace Passes 
Now Limited to One; 
‘And One’ End Abused 


The ‘and cone’ on agents’ passes 
for the RKO Palace, New York, has 
been rubbed out. Agents who wish 
to see the Palace show on a pass 
must do it solo hereafter. That’s 
the upshot of the recent action of 
the RKO management in taking up 
all agents’ passes for the Palace. 

These passes have been all re- 











SUCCESSION OF M. C.’S 
FOR GOLDEN GATE, S. F. 


San Francisco, June 20. 
Teddy Joyce bows out of RKO’s 
Golden Gate Thursday (23), after 
four stanzas as m.c. Sucteeded by 
Billy Snyder, in for a week, and 
then the Jess Stafford band takes 
the boards for three weeks. 


Horace Heidt band, all local boys, 
wre tentatively set to follow Staf- 
ford. Ben Black remains as pro- 
ducer, 

House has snapped out of the 
doldrums with the recently  in- 
augurated presentation policy, biz 
going several grand over previous 
vaude-picture intakes, 


Ash Tries for New L. A. 
Deal as RKO Biz Ships 


Los Angeles, June 20. 

Paul Ash, in final week of his 
four weeks’ contract as m.c. at the 
RKO, is angling with Rodney Pan- 
tages to put on stage shows at the 
Pantages in Hollywood. e 

House made overtures to Ash 
right after his. downtown opening 
but went lukewarm after noting the 
RKO decline. 


2 to | 


Two standard acts dissolve 
through a new partnership formed 
by Nat Renard and Bert Rome. 

The dissolved turns are Rome and 
Dunn and Renard and West. 




















Spanish Co-op 


Decision of Manhattan Playhouses 
for a summer closing of the San 
Jose, Spanish-language vaude house 
in Harlem, has led to an offer by the 
permanent troupe of players to go 
co-op. 

If agreeable to the circuit heads, 
Fernando Louis, chief of the Span- 
ish-language vaudevillians, will run 
the house during the heat. 

Air Act’s Eye Trouble 

Col. Stoopnagle and Budd, CBS 
act, forced to cancel Loew's Gates, 
Brooklyn, first half of this week (18) 
through Budd suffering with 
trouble. 

Gates was the 
under their 


€ y e 


team’s last 
current contract 


spot 
with 


Loew, but CBS has arranged with | vaude booker, is here to pick up a 


Loew to play the air team at the 
Gates for three days commencing 
July 20 in place of 
time, 


Satis See 


turned with the conditions as in- 
terposed above. 

Official comment anent the change 
runs to the fact that the agents 
abused the pass privilege. Many 
brought in more than just one ad- 
ditional person to the theatre and 
in certain cases the passes were 
used several times on a given date 
and by different individuals. 


AMERICAN’S TAB SHOW 
IN ORIENT BREAKS EVEN 


Los Angeles, June 20. 

Len Mantel, who took a 22-peopie 
tab show to the Far East last fall, 
will return here in September. 
Troup remained intact with excep- 
tion of Joe Cosco, former Detroit 
theatre operator and a partner of 
Mantel’s, who returned here when 
war broke out in China. Mantel 
and his company continued on to 
India, 

Company is currently in its 
seventh week in Calcutta, which 
will wind up as a red engagement 
due to the fall of the exchange 
value of the rupee. So far, Mantel 
has about broken even on the trip 
after losing about 12 weeks in China 
and Japan due to recent hostilities. 
Shanghai bookings will be picked 
up on the return trip. 


Whiteman’s Offer 


Sylvia Froos replaced Mildred 
Bailey with Paul Whiteman at the 
Paramount, New York, this week, 
when Miss Bailey refused to appear 
unless receiving $2,000 for the week. 
Whiteman offered her $1,250, which 
the girl turned down. 

Whiteman, in refusing Miss 
Bailey's demand for two grand, 
stated to newspaperrnen for publi- 
cation, ‘Let Miss Bailey pay me 
$2,000 per week and I'll give her the 
band.’ 








Coney Holmes, Mgr. 


Chicago, June 20. 

Commencing with July 2, opening 
date of the new vaude policy at 
| the RKO State-Lake, Coney 
Holmes becomes manager of the 
house, 

He succeeds Harry Brown, who 
has been with the theatre since it 











| number of acts for the summer. 


Daniels books four weeks of two 
the canceled | and three-night stands in Oregon 


i} and: Washington, 


Between 


went all film. 
Daniels Hunts Acts 
Los Angeles, June 20. 
Joseph Daniels, Portland indie 


PALACE SET BACK $1,000 


and House out of Red Last Week 


Despite an extraordinary weather 
break for this time of the year, 
RKO’s Palace, New York, dipped 
into the red again last week, 
its fifth in the grind policy. Loss 
was $1,000 on the week's $18,000 
gross. Nearest yet to the black ink 
finish. 

Vaudeville bill, with Ben Bernie’s 
pand headlining at $6,500, 
$10,400. 

Upon returning from Europe re- 
cently Martin Beck declared the 
Palace policy satisfactory and need- 
ed only a break in the weather to 
land. It rained six days out of the 
seven last week. 


NEWARK GOING 
STAGELESS 
JULY 2 


cost 





In a joint offe 
local musicians’ union, four circuits 


nsive against the 


have agreed to discontinue all stage 
shows and orchestras in their New- 
ark, N. J., theatres July 2. Town 
goes all pictures on that date. 
Affected are RKO’s— Keith’s, 
Loew's State, Publix’ Paramount, 
all playing vaude, and Warner's 
Stanley, straight pictures with a pit 
orchestra. 

The circuits’ grivance against 
the union is over the latter’s de- 
mand for the use of two complete 
orchestral crews in each house un- 
der the daily grind policies, 


COMMISH CHECKS HELD 
FOR AGENTS’ REN 


Commission checks of four or five 
agencies in New York were held up 
by RKO last week for the agents’ 
failure to pay their rent on offices 
in the Palace building.- It hasn't 
been determined yet whether the 
commission money can be turned 
over to the building, another cor- 
poration, or held in escrow until the 
rents are paid. 

RKO agents with offices outside 
an RKO-owned building have only 
the landlord to fight. 


~ Par’s $15,000 Show 


Addition of Ethel Merman to the 
‘Scandals’ principals next week (24) 
at the Paramount, New York, 
brings the bill’s cost to nearly $15,- 
000. 

The others are Rudy Vallee, 
Howard Bros. and Ray Bolger. 











Bernie Nearly Pulled New Policy 





‘SCANDALS’ INJUNCTION 


Argument Delayed Until Acts’ Clos- 
ing for B&K 
Chicago, June 20. 


George White was serious about 


restraining B&K from using the 
material of ‘Scandals’ on the Chi- 
cago theatre stage last week, so 


|} he went.ahead with injunction pro- 
ceedings but too late. 

Before White’s attorney's could 
get action the ‘Scandals’ bunch at 
| the Chicago had wound up the week 
and the case was postponed by 
Iederal Judge Wilkerson until to- 
morrow (21). 

White originally ruled that 
song hits could not be used on 
stage, so B&K put them all to- 
gether into an overture. Of the 
sketches from ‘Secandals’ which 
were used on the stage, B&K con- 
tends some were old and done be- 
fore. 


| 


his 
the 





Mills Bros. Get 33 Wks 
From Publix, $3,500 Per; 
Other CBS Acts Placed 


CBS has booked five of its acts 





under new vaude contracts. 

Vaughn De Leath goes into the 
| Capitol, New York, Thursday (23), 
lfor one week at $1,250; Don Red- 
man’s band is booked into Loew’s 
| State for the week, July 2; Ben 
| Alley set at the Metropolitan, 
| Brooklyn, July 2. 

Col. Stoopnagle and Budd go for 
two weeks for Publix, their first 
stage dates for that circuit. Air 


.-|comedy duo goes into the Metro- 


| politan, Boston, June 24 and on July 
|§ moves to the Michigan, Detroit. 

Mills Brothers’ option has been 
'exercised by Publix for another 15 
weeks commencing Aug. 19. This 
will give the four colored boys 33 
weeks with Publix, their current 
| contract calling for 18 weeks. Some 
dates will be repeats. 

Publix exercised the Mills option 
at the same salary as the present, 
$3,50€, 


VAUD OK ON STEEL PIER 
$4,500 BILL FULL WEEK 


Steel Pier, Atlantic City, has ad- 
justed its union differences. It opens 
July 2, with vaude after a two- 
week postponement. Belle Baker 
headlines the first bill. 

Show is five acts for full week. 
Average budget will be around $4,- 
500. Eddie Sherman booking from 
New York. 











Friday (18) the ‘Mauretania’ 
sailed on a week-end cruise carry- 
ing a show with 36 professionals, 
including six musicians to play the 
show. The Cunarder as well as 
other liners will make additional 
four and six-day trips during the 
summer. Short cruises are alter- 
nated with overseas voyages and 
are arranged for every weekend 
until Labor Day or later. 

Show booked by Nat M. Abram- 
son had Small’s ‘Dancing Debu- 
tantes,’ Milton Berle, Bernard 
Granville, Gladys Kelly, Cardell 
Twins, Alfred Ghigi, De Haven and 
Nice, Madeline Kileen, Levan and 
Watson, Robert Willis, Edith Rog- 
ers and Lillian Kenny. 

Abramson entered into an agree- 
ment with Meyer Davis and Mike 
Markels to use their bands on va- 
cation cruises. For a five-year pe- 
riod whatever is paid their cruise 
bands over the union scale is to ‘be 
split 50-50 between the booker and 
either Davis or Markels. Same goes 
for any engagements either of the 
latter play aboard any liner. 

The Red Star Line which is also 
running a series of short trips with 
shows is now on the air twice 
weekly, ‘participants in the shows 
joguoecien before the mike. Radio 

lug started hast week over WINS. 
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Week-End Cruises with Shows and — 





Bands Aboard Right Over Summer 


Dempsey and Basquette 
. As Two-Act for Coast 


Los Angeles, June 20. 

Jack Dempsey and Lina Basquette 
will be teamed as a two-act play- 
ing San Francisco and Oakland for 
Fox-West Coast. They open at the 
Fox in ‘Frisco July 8, Paramount 
in Oakland following. 

Weber office arranged the book- 
ing. 





Mercedes, Fair Mer. 


Chicago, June 20. 

Joe Mercedes, the mentalist, be- 
comes an exposition manager for 
the Minocqua,- Wis., outdoor ecar- 
nival in August. 

Mercedes rates as general gu- 
pervisor of the show, which will 
run for four days, starting Aug. 6. 


Substituted Daily 


San Francisco, June 20. 
When RKO’s tieup with Hearst 
on the circuit's opportunity contest 
was dissolved chain plugged in 
locally with the ‘Chronicle’ which 
daily is publicizing the event for 
both Frisco and Oakland. . 
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NBC's Bureau Can't Cop Commish 
Away from Vaude Agents, Says RKO 


NBC’s artist bureau, booking acts 
with RKO under regular agency 
franchise, lost two decisions to oth- 
er agents on the RKO booking floor 
last week. In both ‘astances the 
winning agents were given repre- 
sentation right to NBC contract acts 
through having represented the acts 
before the radio network steppcd in. 

One decision said Charlie Mor. 
rison shall continue to handle Irene 


Bordoni at RKO. It came both 
from the agents’ association and 
Martin Beck. The latter declared 


NBC out after the network had en- 
tered a claim for commissions from 
Miss Bordoni’s current RKO dates. 
The singer is under an exclusive 
radio-stage management contract to 
NBC. 

Weber-Simon was the other 
agency to get a nod over the net- 


work. Act was Baby Rose Marie, 
who is under a similar NBC con- 
tract. Agents’ board ruled that the 


girl should continue under W-S di- 
rection in all RKO bookings. 

In contracting former vaude acts 
for radio and for stage work also, 
ihe NBC artist bureau in a number 
of instances has supplanted the 
acts’ former RKO agents for floor 
representation and commish rights. 
Usually the decisions rendered on 
the booking floor force the regular 
agent to split commissions with the 
network on bookings under dispute 
with the network obtaining exclu- 
sive rights thereafter. 

Other Cases 

The agents’ association disposed 
of about a dozen cases at the last 
board meeting (16). Most were acts’ 
requests for release from one agent 
to another. 

Commish splitting on Croel and 
Allen by the Weber-Simon and 
Hugo Morris_offices was ordered off, 
with Morris to receive full commis- 
sions in the future. Weber-Simon 
was advised * continue booking 

(Continued on page 46) 


LOEW UNIT ENDS: ROSE 
AND FRESCOTT GO ON 


Pittsburgh, June 20. 

The Loew unit, ‘Broadway Revue,’ 
featuring Harry Rose and Norman 
Frescott, closed here at the Penn 
Thursday night after only five 
weeks on the road. 

Rose and Frescott are contracted 
for four weeks longer than that and 
will fill out their agreements in spot 
bookings. 


Shifting Coast Bands 








y Los Angeles, June 20. 

Teddy Joyce is out as m.c. at thé 
Golden Gate, San Francisco, June 
24. Jess Stafford and his band fol- 
low for two weeks. 

Horace Heidt and his band aré 
pencilled in to follow the Stafford 
combo opening July 25. Ben Black 
continues as stager for the house, 


Filling In 9 Days 


Tacoma, June 20. 

RKO present bill headed by Four 
Golden Blondes takes it on the chin 
for a 9-day layoff after closing here 
Thursday but they are not going 
to sit in their hotel rooms and talk 
depresh. 

They have arranged for the en# 
tire bill to go to Seaside, nearby 
deluxe ocean resort and spend d@ 
week romping in the sand and 
swallowing a little Pacific on thé 
side, 











Midgets on % 


Singer’s Midgets have been act 
for some upstate independent dates 
on a percentage basis. 

The midget act will play a foll 
week in each. 





2N. J. 2-Day Stands 


A couple two-day stands in New 
Jersey have gone into vaudevilld 
for the summer. 

They are American, Lodi, and thé 
Majestic, Paterson, each to use fivé 
acts, booked by Jack Lindner, or 
Fridays and Saturdays. 

Paterson house hasn't had yvaudé 
in three years, the Lodi stand in 
over a year, 
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BURLESQUE OUT ON A LIM 





Big Booking Offices Telling Each 


Other Salaries Paid Draw Acts 


—___—~ + 


Attempt by the five major variety 
circuits to mutually limit and regu- 
Jate fancy salaries for stage names 
has boiled down to an agreement 
whereby stage salary info will no 
Jonger be withheld by one booking 
office from another. It makes an 
open book of a type of information 
that always has been secretive in 
the stage booking business. 

Proposed get-together on alleged 
outlandish’ salaries for attractions 
got nowhere. It was decided by 
the various booking heads and book- 
ers that standardization of vaude- 
ville and picture house salaries for 
money names is impractical, due to 
the numerous angles involved in 
guch bookings. Variation of indivi- 
dual theatres’ capacity for big sal- 
aried acts and the time, necessity 
and opposition elements in attrac- 
tion bookings were taken into con- 
sideration. 


Agents’ Wrong Info 


The agreement for inter-circuit 
revealment of salaries was based on 
alleged misinforming by agents. One 
booker declares it is no longer pos- 
sible to accept the average agent’s 
word on salaries paid to one of his 
acts by another circuit. He de- 
clared that several times recently 
his office has been paying consid- 
erably more than another booking 
office for acts after accepting the 
agents’ figures. 

In the future the bookers of the 
major circuits can call each other 
and verify all salary quotes before 
issuing contracts. In the past the 
pet feat of all vaudeville bookers 
was underpaying the other circuits. 
In the RKO office bookers on the 
6ame payroll frequently attempted 
to show each other up with cheap- 
er buys on the same acts. As far as 
known that still goes on, 


Foreign Band Act 
Crosses RKO and Is 
Sued for $25,000 


RKO has started a $25,000 breach 
of contract suit in Paris against 
Rode’s Band, one of the acts booked 
for RKO's American vaudeville dur- 
ing Martin Beck’s recent trip to 
the other side. Beck saw the band 
at the Ambassadeurs, Paris, and is- 
sued a blanket contract for RKO 
time with no specified number of 
weeks, but guaranteeing’ three 
weeks’ salary during any rehearsals. 

It was proposed that Rode bring 
his three outstanding’ specialty 
people over here and organize the 
rest of the band on this side. Fol- 
lowing Beck's return to New York 
the band was alleged to have re- 
ceived another American offer, this 
one from the Shuberts, after which 
Rode attemped to cancel the RKO 
contract. 

The RKO suit, for a judgment 
&gainst Rode’s Ambassadeurs sal- 
ary, was filed through Henry Lar- 
tigue, the circuit's foreign represen- 
tative. The Shuberts’ European at- 











JOLSON AT BIG SUGAR 
Publix Paying Him Up to $15,000 
Weekly for Summer 
Al Jolson will play five 
weeks at salaries ranging from 
$10,000 to $15,000 for Publix this 
summer, under a deal being worked 
out through the William Morris 
office. 
The bookings will take in a week 


or six 


Paramounts. If the deal is set in 
time Jolson may open at the New 
York house July 8. 


MONEY MIXUP 
IN CONRAD'S 
BK ICY 


3ehind Eddie Conrad’s voluntary 
petition in bankruptcy filed last 
week by the vaudevillian, listing li- 


considerable animus involving Julius 
Kendler, the attorney who has long 
represented Conrad, and Moe Laza- 
rus, who is listed for $1,300, rep- 
resenting his investment in Con- 
rad’s vaudeville act. 

Lazarus, as owner thereof, under 
a notification of May 17 last, which 
Conrad sent out to all the booking 
offices, apprising them of Lazarus’ 
financial control, states he will take 


that Conrad, during a Brooklyn the- 
atre engagement, signed his name 
and collected the act’s salary. The 
formal notification to the booking 
offices had authorized payment of 
the act’s salary to Lazarus. 


Creditors 

Kendler is listed for $8,000 in lia- 
bilities, in addition to which the 
attorney avers he is responsible for 
a $150 guarantee to the Hotel Lin- 
coln which wouldn’t release Conrad's 
trunks until such stipulation was 
made. The Lincoln is mentioned in 
the petition, as is the Edison hotel, 
where, in the latter instance, says 
Kendler, he influenced the release 
of Conrad’s baggage because of 
Kendler’s friendship with Nathan 
Kramer the owner. 

Among the creditors are Lyons & 
Lyons, $170; ‘Variety,’ $225; Arthur 
Conrad, petitioner’s brother, who 
was last with the Lew Cantor 
agency, $4,000; Lenetska & Rich- 
ards, agents, $750; James Martin, 
tires $600; Hugh Herbert $300; 
Jack Lipschitz, the Philly tailor, 
$270; Harry Foster of London, $200; 
Ben Rocke, clothier, $130; Anna 
Eckstein, Conrad's sister, $550. 

Kendler can’t understand why 
he’s down for $8,000, admitting only 
$5,500 due him, of which $500 was 
cash. This was a loan, states the 
attorney, during the time Conrad 





torney is also counsel for Rode in 
the case. 





Irene Rich Won’t Resume 


was financially embarrassed, hence 
|the péeve at the bankruptcy out. 
The other $5,000 was for services 
}rendered in connection with Con- 


rad’s divorce suit when his ex-part- | 
liner, Marion Eddy, sued him. Kend- | 


Vaude Tour Until Fall ter successfully got Conrad off with 


Hollywood, June 20. 

Irene Rich's vaude tour, inter- 
rupted when she was called back to 
make a picture for Fox, will not be 
resumed until Fall. 

Tour was to have been picked up} 
by actress in the east last week. 
She will remain at Santa Barbara} 
with her two daughters who gradu-! 
ated from eastern colleges this year. | 





Blue-Irwin Team 


Hollywood, June 20. | 
Blue, former screen star, 
and Charlie Irwin, comedian, have 
been tied together for a tour of | 
RKO houses by the Gardner-Vin- | 
cent agency. | 

Due expect to open in Chicago | 
July 2 


Monte 


ino alimony and 


only $250 counsel 
fee to be paid in two $125 install- 
ments. 

Meantime, Kendler and Lazarus 
have sent out notices to tie up pay- 
ment of any funds to Conrad on the 
ground Lazarus is the owner of the 
act. 

Conrad's agent, Harry Rogers has 
his personal attorney, Lyman Hess, 
act for Conrad in the petition. 





Florence Lake East 
Hollywood, June 20 
On a four-week lay-off before her 
next comedy two-reeler for Radio, 


Florence Lake went to New York} 


to visit her brother, Arthur, now 
with a Fanchon & Marco unit. 
While there, she will work in the 


unit with him. 


“~ 
vr 


| 
| 
| 
} 
} 
' 


each at the New York and Brooklyn 


criminal proceedings on the ground | 


2 casei 


B 








1) WHEEL SHOWS 
EAST ONLY 


Herk, Wheel’s Head, Pre- 
sents Conditions—$3,500 
Top Weekly for Any 
Show—No Drawing Cards 


aaa 











MINUS MINSKY 





Wheel burlesque, if any and as 
|far as the Columbia wheel is con- 
_cerned, will be confined to 10 or 12 
| weeks in the east, according to I. 
|H. Herk. Chances are even as to 
| whether there will be a wheel, he 
| says, hence no real plans for it next 
season thus far. 

Confinement of:a burlesque wheel 
to the east under any conditions, 
Herk states, will be necessary 
through the west having proved a 
complete bust last season. Long 
jumps and failure of several stands 
to pay off the wheel fees were two 
of the kickbacks. 





$3,500 will be about the outside top} 


weeNly for any show, good or bad 


Anyone going above that figure on 
overhead | 


|; production and weekly 
| won't stand a chance, he believes 


» _| heraus ’ ; 
abilities of $26,696 and no assets, is| because the theatres can’t spend 


lany more. 
Limited Gross 


show, today. 
attractions to attract. The 
draw on the Columbia wheel 


only 
last 


Herk points out that burlesque had 
to go outside of its own field to get 
her. Ann Corio and Hinda Wassau, 
both strip girls, were the wheel's 
nearest approaches to _ personal 
draws during 31-32. 

Adding vaudeville acts to bolster 
up the burlesque troupe’s own 
talent has been discarded for good. 
They were a waste of time, in 
Herk’s opinion, since the small pub- 
lic left for burlesque doesn’t fo 
very strong; for that type of amuse- 
ment. The strip has become the 
feature of all burlesque shows and 
is now a necessary evil that can’t 
be disposed of until something bet- 
ter is devised. 

If the eastern wheel is established 
in the fall, the franchise system 
will be limited to the theatres on a 
booking fee and franchise fee basis, 
with the wheel doing all of its own 
producing. 

Stock’s Lost Leader 

Stock burlesque lost its most ag- 
gressive if nct progressive leader in 
the recent demise of Billy Minsky. 
To what extent stock burlesque may 
proceed without the Minsky en- 
couragement in the manner Billy 
handled his shows and houses can 
not be predicted. 

In territory vacated by the regu- 
| lar Herk wheel the stock burlesque 
| producer may live a bit longer in 
/each town. In the east they will 
‘again be opposed by the wheel 
show. 
| Stock burlesque as well as the 
| regular wheel can but look to a lim- 
‘ited clientele in any city, not even 
excepting the notable and mostly 
successful tries with that elastic 
‘entertainment’ in various parts of 
| Manhattan under the Minsky direc- 


tion, 

' 

' 

| 

| 

| Los Angeles, June 20. 

} Estelle Taylor is readying a new 
act for a tour of Fox-West Coast 
lhouses between here and Van- 
couver. 
in about three weeks. 








Estelle Taylor Again 


near-classical number, with several | 


pop selections. 


| Routine will include at least one | 
| 
! 


1 
| Ben Blue-Hal Roach? 
make some two-reel comedies 
Hal Roach talked to Blue in that 
connection, causing the comedian to 
| go out on spec as a result 


sates. 


According to the Columbia head, | 


Herk doesn’t think there is more 
than $3,500 a week available to any All the 
burlesque theatre, regardless of the | doubt as to the extent of location 
There are no longer 


season was ‘Peaches’ Browning, and | 


Expects to open downtown 


Ben Blue, now on the coast, may 


CBS Prefers to Play Air Acts on 
Split of Gross Over Wkly Average, 


in Houses of Circuits and Indies 





Preparation! 


Nat Sobel, the agent, took 
his monthly benefit vaudeville 
bill over to the Secaucus, N. J., 
poorhouse last week. 

Four of the 10 acts and one 
agent who went along for the 
ride liked the rooms and meals 
and suggested reservations. 


NEXT SEASONS 











+ ites 


CBS will hereafter 


book all its 


ittempt to 
acts on a percentage 


basis, with vaudeville circuits and 


with indie theatres, The networks’ 
artists’ bureau will take this step on 
the premise that since its acts boost 
theatre grosses in the majority of 
the spots booked, the acts should 
share in the increase in the gross, 

CBS has the utmost confidence in 
the drawing power of its ether at- 


tractions in theatres and for that 
reason is more than willing to 
gamble on percentage basis book- 


ings, declaring that its acts in this 





BOOKINGS 


| 
| 


 INAIR 


| 
| For the first time in 20 years 
‘| none of the vaudeville circuits is 
engaging in summer booking of 
acts and shows for the coming sea- 
’|}son. Except for the 10 or 12 acts 

RKO is obliged to play next season 
| under existing contract, no vaude- 
ville artists have booking with any 
of the circuits beyond the summer. 
booking offices are in 


of the time they will have on their 
books in the fall. 
always had a pretty fair advance 
idea of the books’ status in the en- 
| suing season, but this year nobody 
will even venture to predict. 

The few acts routed beyond the 
summer by RKO are set tentatively 
as to the theatres and dates. There 
won't be any filling in around them 
until August at least. 


Stageless Pittsburgh 
Eases 2 Organists 
Into Cafe Berihs 


Pittsburgh, June 20. 
With both the Penn and Stanley 
going stageless last Friday (17), 
managements wanted to retain 
their solo organists for feature work 
through the straight picture period, 
| but local musicians’ union refused 
to sanction the proposition. The 
move cost Bernie Armstrong, at the 
| Stanley, and Lois Miller, at the 
Penn, their jobs for the summer. 
Armstrong has formed a 
jteam with his wife, Dorothy Bushey, 
former personality gal at the Stan- 
jley and Enright, opening at the 
New Patio, roadhouse gardens here, 
the night following his closing at 
the Stanley, while Miss Miller will 
probably go to the Biltmore hotel, 
Atlantic City, for July and August 
as an entertainer. 
At the New Patio Armstrong is 
also doubling as m.c., not exactly 
a new experience for the organist. 


RKO Routes for Moore 
And Harlan-St. John 


| Hollywood, June 20. 
Owen Moore and Kenneth Harlan 
| with Al St. John have 
|} vaude routes by RKO. 
Moore opens in Trenton, N. J., 
|} June 25, Hiarlan-St. John team 
| starts at Yonkers on the same date, 
Weber office arranged. 














Hollywood, June 20. 
Nina Olivette, 
in Fanchon-Marco's 
stepped on a needle in her home 
{and thereby cut 27 minutes out of 
| the unit. 
Comedienne 
the entire unit outside of 
Wandah Allen added for dancing 
Miss Olivette undergoing operation 
j for needle removal, 


Buddies’ unit, 


and Burke carried 


cnorus 


| 


In the past they | 


cafe | 


Needles Out 27 Mins. | 


with Johnny Burke} 


| both 


jat the 


manner 
| money 


would earn much more 
than through receiving a 
regular set salary. 


CBS for the main part will at- 
tempt to promote these percent- 
age bookings with indie theatres, 


iwhether they have a vaude policy 
;or not. All air acts need is the 
|; customary amplification, which they 
carry with them anyway, and which 
|CBS states makes it possible for 
| one of their acts to perform from 

of a theatre which ig 





the apron 
| usually a non-vaude house. 
50% Over Average 
CBS’ policy for the indie theatre 
| bookings and for vaude circuits also 
if on a percentage basis, will be a 
minimum guarantee plus 50% above 
the average gross of the house. Net- 
work states that it will be satisfied 
to book its acts for a minimum 
guarantee of but $100 per booking, 
or just enough to pay expenses, be- 
ing confident that through the 50-50 
split - above - the - average arrange- 
ment its acts will make more than 
if booked at a set salary. CBS will 
not play its acts in indie houses if 
the admish fee is less than 50c. 
CBS claims that it has had plenty 


evidence of the draw of its act. 
Arthur (‘Street Singer’) Tracy 
played Fred Shanberger's Keith's 


Baltimore, and drew $29,000 into the 
b. o. coffers during his week. Usual 
gross at that theatre, says CBS, 
averages about $12,000 per week. 
Boswell Sisters and Vaughn De 
Leath, two other CBS acts, in- 
creased the gross at that theatre in 
similar manner, is CBS’ claim. 

Network declares that it will not 
refuse to book its acts with vaude 
circuits at a regular salary, if they 
turn down the percentage idea, if 
the salary. is to its liking. 

CBS is now negotiating with War- 
ner to book some of its turns on @ 
percentage basis, although nothing 


has been set yet. It will begin 
working on the indie theatres as 
| soon as those of its act now in 


vaude wind up their present book- 
ings. 


LOTTIE PICKFORD HAS 
ACT BUT CAN'T SHOW 


Hollywood, June 20. 

Lottie Pickford, sister of Mary, 
inactive in pictures for the past 10 
years, is framing a yvaude act. She's 
been trying to get a showing spot 
from local agents for the past week, 

Act is a two-person sketch aue 
j thored by Miss Pickford. 


a — 





been given) Nan Gray Dies After 


Auto Crash Injuries 


Hollywood, June 20. 
Nan Gray, of vaudeville, died last 
|} week in Ukiah, Cal., from injuries 
in automobile accident 
survived by 


Force, Seattle 


She is 


L. E 


her husband, 
lumberman, 


Floyd Gibbons RKO-Set 


Floyd Gibbons and James Melton, 
NBC-booked, are penciled in 
RKO vaudeville time 
Gibbons opens July 9 in Boston, 
Melton starts this week at the 
New York, with a weel 
Palace (25) following. 


for some 
Coliseum, 
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WATCH OUT FOR YOUR COPY OF THE 
FORWARD TO EVERY EXHIBITOR IN /iME' 
TIE-UPS, COMPLETE, READY TO PUT (VER 


UNIT 
ARTI! 

















This year more than 

exhibitors will adverlise 
Mickey Mouse and Silly S 
their Marquees, in thei 
in their Ads equally wit! 
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2w ;eries, exhibitors are 
the pictures themselves, 
ARE, but in addition, a 
Cploitation campaign 
reniy-six manufacturers 
0 jtores! This means 
F WINDOW DISPLAYS 
TIVE NEWSPAPER ADS 
to the exhibitor ! 
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Elimination of Loew’s own pic- 
ture house units July 13, plus con- 
tinuance of F&M in Washington 
and Baltimore, is looked upon as 
another favorable sign for F&M. 


Publix Adds Wk 


maintaining F&M’'s 

houses aren't being 
the summer, including 
weeks in Chicago, denied 
as being affected at all by 


Publix is 
spots where 
closed for 
the four 
strongly 


in 











FREDDY 


MACK 


Fox, B’klyn 
INDEFINITELY 





{ 

; any 
{ chain added a week for F&M June 
aramount, | 


Big Chains Taking or Adding on 
F & M Ideas for Stage Show End 





Publix change in policy. 


4, taking shows for the P 


This 


Omaha Union’s Cut Offer 


Omaha, June 20. 
Union theatrical mechanics offer 
to take a cut of 10% for 13 weeks. 





This will match similar slash by 
projectionists. 
Orpheum, only local house with 


vaude and threatening to close until 
fall. 








| Des Moines ! 5 
WB is not now using F&M any- St t -Lak V ude 
where, having zone to straight pic- | a e e $ a 
tures in the east Under the con- |} R u t Fl h 
tracts, if WB does not restore the efurn feats ries 
'1F&M units in the fall, WB must é é 
sive a 30-day notice to that effect| Talk m Middle West 
in advance of Labor Day. It is re- | 
rarded as probable WB will again} pe 
play them for Newark, Jersey City, Chicago, June 20. 
| Pittsburgh and other keys played Final decision by RKO, putting 


PEG O’NEILL TO DIRECT 
WARFIELD, S. F., SHOWS 


More extensive use of Fanchon 
& Marco stage shows by all the 
major chains, including Publix, | 
Loew’s, RKO and Warner Bros is 
looked for from the inside and by | 
F&M. Off on another plan for legit 
tab productions, F&M meanwhile Is 
making marked chain headway with 
its standard presentation, known as 
Ideas 

F&M invasion of Washington and 
Baltimore for Loew's and of Cin 
cinnati and Madison, Wis., for RKO 
places it to a test with these two 
circuits. 

RKO may prove a more exten- 
sive user of the F&M shows than 
Loew’s, with H. B. Franklin for 
RKO from reports said to lean fa- 
vorably toward them for spots 
where they may be deemed feasi- 
ble. 

The first F&M Idea opened for 
RKO in Cincinnati at the Albee last | 
week, starting strongly. RKO’s ac-| 
tions in respect to F&M stage Ideas | 
as a policy will be based on the] 
Cincinnati experiment, according to 
inside. 











this season. 


San Francisco, June 20. 
Peggy O'Neill steps into the War- 
field this week to produce presen- 


tations along the lines utilized in | 
her revues at the Fox El Capitan, 
where she also continues, 

Warfield, under the Fex banncr, 
has been without a_ production 
head, manager Al Warshauer work- 


ing with the m. c. on putting to- 
gether the F. & M.-booked frolics. 
Rube Wolf continues as m. c. 
Miss O’Neill has been staging her 
‘Merrymakers Revues’ at the nabor- 


hood El Cap for past 2% years, 
other F-WcC houses in northein 


California occasionally taking them. 





LOCAL STAGE SHOWS 


For Publix Oriental, Chi, and Michi- 
gan, Detroit 





Stage shows will be produced lo- 


cally by Paramount-Publix Ori- 
ental, Chicago, and Michigan, De- 
troit, after the Loew presentation 


units bow out July 1. 

Publix will assign a producer to 
each house. Acts will be booked 
from Chicago and New York. 


F&M ies Cleveland 


Cleveland, June 20. 

Fanchon & Marco Ideas are set 
for the RKO 105th St. theatre. Open- 
ing date hasn’t been set, F. & M. 
units will play the last half here. 
RKO vaude is slated for the first 
half, 

F. & M. here wil! be routed from 
Pittsburgh via Cincinnati. 











the State-Lake back in vaude start- 
,ing July 2, has done more to stim- 
| ulate interest in the ‘back to vaude’ 


movement around here than any- 
thing else before. Opposition cir- 
cuits are watching the experiment 


| with watchful eyes, with the ulti- 
mate result of the policy figuring 
to be a deciding factor in the future. 
Local unions have come forward 
in a cooperative spirit to help the 
|} vaude comeback along: Setup for 
| the 
shifts for stage hands and 10 musi- 
cians in the pit. Art Frasik, for- 
merly at the Palace and other RKO 
houses in town, will probably be | 
the choice for the baton. 
Active interest among the 
and bookers here, 


agents 
despite the 


out of New York. With a seven 
act po’ ty expected to be the rule 
the loc.! boys figure to be counted 
in on fill-ins every week 








RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 83 
(Week July 2) Denver, Colo. 


RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 88 
(Week June 25) Oakland, Calif. 





ROSETTE and LUTTMAN 


ln “Dance Stories” 
With GRACE & BEATRICE WYLIE 
(Dir. of Max Tishman, Plunkett office) 


DE VITO 
and DENNY 


with 
DOT STEVENS 


in “Lady Harrower's Reception” 
(Direction of Chas, Wilshin) 


LITA GREY 
CHAPLIN 


“The Charming Chantress™ 
Personal Mgt. 








Nicholas Gyory 
(Booked by Weber-Simon) 











THE GENIAL ROTUND 


LARRY 
R ICH 


with 
CHERI 
“Miss Pert of Paris” 
TOMA GENARO 
South America’s Newest Dancer 
TOMMY LONG 
“The Elongated Express of Comedy” 
AL HODGES 
“Oklahoma's Ambassador” 
ENGLAND ONG 
The’ Chinese’ Helen Kane 
JOE ELL 
“The Voice with a Heart” 
GILBERT LAWRENCE 
and His Snake Hips 
And the 


RICH RHYTHM BAND 


(Direction of Blondell & Mack) 


already lining up acts. Flourish of 
talent has also 
around here since talk of the State 


street house going stage started. 


FOREIGN VAUDE 


Arty Hollywood Cinema to Add 
Dialect Acts 








Hollywood, June 20. 
Filmarte, local foreign picture 
house, will augment its program 
with foreign vaude acts, 
this week. Acts will be spot booked 
from the available foreign talent. 
Vaudeville used will conform with 
the nationality of the picture play- 
ing. 


Unions Calling a Truce 
For Texas’ Special Revue 


San Antonio, June 20. 

Problem facing RKO locally is 
how and where to get stage help 
and pit band for the outfit’s Oppor- 
tunity Revue while the unions here 
are on strike. Orpheum has been 
straight sound but is: scheduled to 
switch for the one week of the O. R. 

RKO finally did scrape up a pretty 
good Mexican band but still is up 
against it for deck hands. The 
unions are friendly enough and 
negotiations are on for the laborites 
to call a truce for one week so that 
the RKO Opportunity Revue sched- 
ule doesn’t get broken up in Texas. 

The union scrap really started be- 
tween the laborites and W. J. Leitel 
who operates two spots for Publix 
here. Leitel is reported also to be 
half owner of the Publix houses. 


With and Without 


Rochester, June 20. 
Dropping of vaude by Loew's 
Rochester failed to help the RKO 
Palace, only remaining stage show 
house, the first week. 
Loew’s, with same prices and 

















RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 82 
(Week June 25) Denver, Colo. 


GLORY E. LEE 
and HARRIS TWINS 


Two JACKS AND A QUEEN OF PEP 
(Direction of Sam n Shannon) _ 


VIC OLIVER 


Europe's Gift to America 
with MARGOT CRANGLE 


(Direction of Phil Offin) 


CASS, MACK and OWEN 
“On the Up and Up” 


(Direction of Sam T!shman) 











NAN 
HALPERIN 


Tells You About Women Here, 
There and Everywhere 


(Direction of Jack Weiner) 





RKO VAUDEVILLE 


INTACT 86 
(Week June 25) | 


Los _Angeles, _Calif. 


The Dark Cloud of Joy 


BILL 
ROBINSON 


“HOT FROM HARLEM” 
WITH 

| JOHN MASON 

PUTNEY DANDRIDGE 

MYRA JOHNSON 

| NAOMI PRICE 

FERDIE LEWIS 
JEL! SMITH 

JACKIE YOUNG 


and 


“THE BROWN BUDDIES” 


Chorus of Eighteesa 











Garbo film as draw, did Better busi- 
ness than with vaude in recent 
weeks. Palace had poor week with 
‘Westward Passage.’ 

Second week of new policy Loew's 
potas into nosedive with ordinary | 
program film. 

Indication that Loew’s 








and RKO | 


showing at Loew’s of Radio pic, 
“Is My Face Red”? current week. 
| Just how far the interchange will 
go is not clear at present. 


Up-State Vaud Out? 





} Vaude may be cut from 
| houses in Troy and Schenectady, 
{upstate New York. 
| tats way is expected currently. 
In Troy, 


present, 





| (Direction of Marty Forkins) 








| These are the two houses affected. 


State-Lake will have two short | 


knowledge of the house to be booked | 


and are | 


become noticeable | 


starting | 


are working together in this city is| 


RKO! 
in| 
Announcement | 


the RKO Proctor plays | 
| vaude only the first half weekly at | 
| A full week is maint: ained| 
jat the RKO Proctor in Schenectady. | 


—— 


Chi Vaude Upturn Hope Sprouts 
Crop of Cut-Throat Promoters 





Chicago, June 20. 
Chiseling vaude promoters are 
underway again around here, stop- 
|ping at nothing to crash in on some- 
}one else’s territory and lying un- 


ibashed about it. With the return 





of vaude activity in these parts a 
crop of unreliable agents and 
bookers have sprung up, some old 
offenders who were smoked out a 
| few years ago when _ conditions 
| didn't warrant their hanging 


| around. 
| Since then some of the boys have 


| 








| 


‘RIO RITA’ AT $5,800 
| TS ROUTED 27 WEEKS 


A route 
different 
all over 





of 27 four 


week 


weeks on 
circuits at $5,800 a 
has been laid out for 
Loew's tab production of ‘Rio Rita.’ 
| He currently on its first date 
'the Capitol, New York. 

RKO has contracted 
than half the total time, 14% 
|; weeks. Loew’s will play the tab 
|for seven weeks, with Publix tak- 
ling it for four and Warners for 
two. Six and a half more Publix 
| weeks are likely, but not yet set. 


is 


for more 





Excepting the elimination of 16 
}of the 40 girls and the dropping 
of one act, Madie and Ray, the 


unit will stand as is at the Capitol. 
As played elsewhere it will number 
about 60 people, including 24 girls 
and 12 boys, and run 75 minutes. 

RKO gets the tab first among the 
outside circuits, opening it July 2 
at the Albee, Brooklyn. The Pub- 
lix dates are to fall in the middle 
west, One of the two Warner 
weeks will be the Earle, Washing- 
ton. 

As a binder RKO is understood 
to have advanced $15,000 to Loew’s 
| to help carry production costs, with 
this deductible or collectible at 
$1,000 a week when the show plays 
the RKO houses. 

‘Rio Rita’ is the first of a pro- 
| posed series of Loew-produced mu- 
sical tabs. It was staged under 
the regular Loew unit producer, 
Louis K. Sidney. 


| 





VAUDE IN PARKS 


Two Competing in Easton, 
Regular House Burned 
Easton, Pa., June 20. 

Although the local vaude theatre 
was destroyed by fire several weeks 
ago, vaudeville is being shown at 
Central Park. 

Band concerts are also drawing 
to the park. 

Dorney Park, main competitor of 
Central, opened its new theatre 
with over 1,000 seats Sunday (19) 
with the Landt Trio as the at- 
traction, 





Pa— 





at | 


done a return and have set them. 
selves up in business once more, 
making broken promises, knifing and 
undermining what few legit vaude 
people left around here. In a re. 
cent instance one of the promoting 
boys bobbed up all of a sudden, af- 





ter being out of the business for a 
number of years, hung out a book- 
ing office shingle and passed on the 
|information that such and _ such 
| houses are now being booked by hig 
office. 

Of the theatres mentioned it de- 
veloped that one is still playing 
out a dark run while another is be- 
ing booked by a reputable office 


and has been for a long time. Those 

matters apparently seem insignifi- 
| cant to the chiseling lads, whose 
only objective is to grab 'em and 
run. 

With the vaude situation at least 
trying to stagger back feet 
around here the new clan of fly-by- 
nighters attempting to stick 
fingers into pies that don’t 
to them are not doing 
good, 


on its 


their 
belong 
vaude any 
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CAPITOL, N. Y. 


New York, June 16. 


‘Huddle’ (M-G) on the screen and 
‘Rio Rita’ on the stage this week. 
Opening day the evidence pointed 
to ‘Rita’ getting ’em despite the No- 
varro name on the picture. It’s 
Loew’s first tab effort on its own 
and the production department has 
given it plenty. 

Up here it is unwinding with 40 
mediums and a male chorus of 12, 
plus a_ sextet of show girls, as 
background. On the road that 
dancing ensemble will be down to 
26, but the cost sheet will read 
$5,800 just the same. A _ lavish 
splash which made its debut here 
via nine scenes, 11 numbers, not 
counting reprises, and 92 minutes. 
If anything, it’s too much show with 
this week’s program consuming 
three hours and a half, murderous 
to a turnover. 

An excellent production for this 
reduced operetta’ which has not 
been minimized in regular tab form. 
Display is much more extensive 
than the usual tabloid version. Be- 
sides the costuming, etc., the pro- 


ducers have picked up a pair of 
splendid singing leads in Kitty 
Carlisle and Allan Waterous. These 


two, the Chester Hale numbers and 
the production display are the 
foundation upon which the presen- 
tation rests. 

Dave Mallen, former night club 
revue veteran, and TLarle Hampton 
carry the comedy assignments in 
the Wheeler-Woolsey parts. They 
work closely along the lines which 
the latter pair laid down in the 
original version. 3ut when they 
start to cut—and slice they must— 
most of the scissoring will undoubt- 
edly. take place in the comedy pas- 
sages. Neither Mallen nor Hamp- 
ton seemed able to do much with 
the dungeon opportunity, and, in 
fact, both were working uphill most 
of the way. Not so much a matter 
of delivery, perhaps, as comedy 
always being tough in theatres of 
this size, and the pair are almost 
two down before they tee off. Be- 
sides which the scenic investure, 
prancing and vocalizing soon estab- 
lishes and sustains a decided edge. 

Script has made every allowance 
for following of the story. Too 
much so, if anything. The way it’s 
played doesn’t matter so much in 
lieu of the singing assets unfolded. 
Continuity dips into ‘one’ four times 
for scenic changes during which the 
Hale girls fill in, as also a lariat 
specialist and a pair of male hoof- 
ers, who also work with Joyce 
White. Latter has a couple of num- 
bers to handle in the Ada May part, 
being backed by the chorus for one 
of them. Mallen also trundles on 
for an across-stage stall which is 
decidedly awkward and will get the 
required attention. 


A decided help is the rendering of 
the score by the Capitol orchestra, 
which can rate as an inspiration to 
Miss Carlisle and Waterous, who 
sing well individually and together, 
with Waterous a welcome change 
from the familiar tenor through 
being a baritone. Miss Carlisle’s 
upper register is exceptionally clear. 


Ensemble has a picturesque ballet 
to unfold, following this up later by 
an effective black and white forma- 
tion number. Both items drew ap- 
plause midway in the routining, 
which is endorsement enough to any 
stager. Performance is an eye and 
ear-filling presentment as it stands, 
only lacking somewhat in pace. For 
its size, and further’ considering 
that Loew called this production off 
and then reversed the decision to 
get it on ig 10 days, the initial Capi- 
tol displa® was remarkable for its 
smoothness. Experiment is credited 
to Louis K. Sidney, who also took 
charge of the entire production. 


Stage end is of that type and car- 
ries a degree of merit which will 
cause word-of-mouth. And if that’s 
the case it means ‘Rita’ will draw 
business. RKO and Publix have 
options to play this unit and will 
undoubtedly exercise. 


The Loew bunch are’ particularly 
intrigued with the attempt and will 
likely spend the week tabbing busi- 
ness every hour on the hour, inas- 
much as the show is hooked to a 
picture which hasn't been doing so 
well around the country. Leary of 
tabs to date, if this one lives up to 
its first day’s promise Loew is apt 
to assume RKO’s options on other 
Ziegfeld musicals which it was 
offered and refused. Sid, 








Gaumont Palace, Paris 
Paris, June 7. 


Gaumont Palace bill this week 
fzeems to show that management is 
waking up to the possibilities of the 
large house, and making an effort 
to create a following. The pres- 
entation, especially, is on a scale 
entirely different from the last one. 
Though the house is really a neighb, 
it plays films for two weeks run- 
ning. However, policy of lowering 
the scale, making it 32 and 40 cents, 
with one price for the whole house, 
is a step towards building up 
patronage. 

Show this week, after a mixed 
newsreel, includes an educational 
showing life on board ship on a 
South American cruise. After this 
comes a musical overture, this time 
a jazzed adaptation of Schubert’s 


‘Serenade,’ received in mixed man- ,;heyond average. 


ner, because many patrons find that 
Schubert’s music should be played 
as is, and not jazzed. 


The stage presentation, besides 
the 16 Paul Oscard girls, includes 
the Ignatoff Russian chorus and cr- 
chestra, and the Michaeloff Russian 
dancers. Show, after some fancy 
dancing by the girls accompanied 
by the singers, includes a special 
Russian dance by Michaeloff. All 
this is done in front of a curtain in 
‘three’ ornamented with Russian 
embroidery. For the last part of 
the presentation, which consists of 
the singing of the Volga boatmen, 
a transparency is revealed and on 
a black background the towers of | 


| the Kremlin are outlined in shiny 
| material whilst snow is falling. 
| 


This is all done with strong light- 
ing, finale being tke girls and spe- 
cialty dancers all coming back for 
the final bow. Show would have 
been more effective—especially dur- 
ing the third part—if the lights had 
been dimmed. 

Though somewhat crudely put on, 
stage presentation is nevertheless 
an improvement on last weeks. The 
feature is Universal’s ‘Resurrec- 
tion,’ dubbed in French. This has 
been badly done by Rythmographe, 
a German organization; but Lupe 
Velez’s acting is appreciated. 

In the middle of the performance, 
and also between two shows, a full 


| Souvenirs’ 


PARAMOUNT 


New York, June 17. 


Too much tough competish on the 
main drag this week for the Par to 
hope for much even with Paul 
Whiteman and his orchestra as the 
stage feature. Tallulah Bankhead’s 
starrer, ‘Thunder Below’ (Par), a 
very weak sister, in itself is quite a 
celluloid handicap, not to mention| 
the assortment of new attractions | 
further up Broadway, notably at the; 
Mayfair, Strand and Capitol. | 

This explains the extra 
trimmings, including a ‘Screen | 
short and a ‘Meet the 
Senator’ comedy slapsticker of dubi- | 
ous mirth quality. 

Because of the Whitemanites, | 
Rubinoff is over at the Brooklyn| 
Par, leaving the Jesse Crawfords at} 
the twin stage consoles to overture | 
a medley of Rudy Vallee songs in 
advance of the latter’s opening next} 
week with Willie and Eugene How - | 

| 
| 


screen 


ard and other ‘Scandals’ alumni. 
It’s a nice organlog and could be 
adopted for other Vallee engage-| 


menis, the~ slides intelligently | 
sketching the crooner’s career | 
through the medium of his out-| 


standing signature songs. 

Par incidentally has evolved a 
nice idea of flashing the lyrics on} 
the fancy olio to coincide with the) 
strain, after the main introductory | 





quarter of an hour’s intermission is 
given to permit the house ‘to fulfill | 
its contract with the bar conces- | 
sionaire. Should the house decide | 
on a strictly neighborhood policy, 
with a weekly change of bill, play- 
ing all screen hits after they have 


closed on the boulevaids, house 
would probably regain a_ steady 


patronage, and, due to size, become 
an asset to the organization. Mazi. 


PARAMOUNT, L. A. 


Los Angeles, June 16. 
Overboard on dancing, the Par's 
current stage show falls short of 
balanced entertainment through 
lack of comedy. With exception of 
the giggles gathered by Rosita Mo- 
reno in a flirtation number’ she 


works in the aisle, the presentation 
is laughless. Feature, ‘Thunder Be- 
low’ (Par), fades out on a suicide. 


Stage show is all Mexican, built 
around Miss Moreno. She dances 
two numbers, one a Mexican dance, 
the other a tap routine to wind up 
her flirtation song. Showmanship 
of this girl makes the efforts of the 
Maria Teresa Silva dancers, a local 
Mexican group, look very amateur- 
ish. Silva dancers go through a 
flock of heel clicking dances, draw- 
ing out their portion of the enter- 
tainment far too long. 


Rudolpho Hoyos, Mexican concert 
baritone, sang two numbers in 
Spanish. With an excellent voice 
and good stage presence, he landed 
solidly. Three Romeros, male hoof- 
ing trio, trot out a cape waving 
routine and a military tap. Okay 
as a filler. Pit band is on the stage 
throughout the presentation. 


Georgie Stoll conducts the pit 
band in ‘Harlem Impressions.’ Ar- 
ranger double-crossed Stoll geo- 
graphically, as all the tunes played 
in the medley were Dixie numbers. 


Paramount News, Betty Boop 
cartoon and a John Medbury Trav- 
elaff complete the lineup. Business 
average opening day. Call, 


PANTAGES 


Hollywood, June 16. 


Thin-meated to an extreme is 
Fanchon & Marco's ‘Buddies’ unit, 
which as built for the road con- 
sists of Johnny Burke, Nina Oli- 
vette and her 12 boys, an unbilled 
talking principal and some scen- 
ery. Reported rather reluctant to 
accept the show, Pantages added 12 
girls for the week to dress the 
stage. 


Infantryman Burke’s’ venerable 
vaudeville monolog is the basis of 
the semi-musical comedy session, 
showing Burke as he departs for 
France, then entertaining the boys 
and girls abroad with songs, and 
finally slipping into one to deliver 
the monolog that has kept this gen- 
tleman in two-pants suits for more 
years than there are months. 

With Burke constantly is Nina 
Olivette, whose comedy dancing is 
neatly grotesque and does much for 
the unit 
into several interludes and thereby 
loses much of its strength. 





despite that it is spread | 


captions have been projected. 
Whiteman act runs almost 
minutes. It’s along the same pat- | 
tern as when at the Palace recently, | 
packing a flock of novelty and va-| 
riety, but not permitting any sacri- 


45 | 


fice of the basic Whitemanesque 
musical appeal. The usual ‘Rhap- 
sodie’ introductory vamps _ into 


‘Sylvia,’ with Jack Fulton, Jr., solo 
vocalizing. Follows Red MacKenzie, 
Ramona, the new pianiste; Janie 
and Junior, the Rhythm Boys (nee 


|must 


| fied 
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EMBASSY 


With news apparently so scarce 
that the regulation any-time mili- 
tary, athletic and sports matter 
must be relied on, Fox Movietone 
uses everything its cameramen 
have gotten at the Repub- 

convention in Chicago. In 
this was the big news of the 
week, Embassy may be justi- 
in running all it got. 


lican 
that 
past 


Coverage by F-M is elaborate and 
detailed as against a very bricf, 
sketchy attempt to newsify in 
newsreel form the biz political | 
show out in Chicago by Pathe at the 
Translux. 


F-M devotes a total of 13 minutes 


to the convention, its sound cam- | 
eras recording Senator Dickinson | 
in his keynote speech; Cong. Sneil, 
permanent chairman; Sen. Garfield 
on the resubmission plank, Sen. 


Bingham on repeal, plus Dr. Nich- 
olas Murray Butler, and finaly the 
placing of Hoover's name in nomi- 
nation. A considerable amount of 
excerpts from what each had to say 
highlights the long clip. 

Audience reactiou here, milder 
than at an uptown house where 
open hissing greeted Hoover’s name 
Friday night, was without any ap- 
plause whatever, either for Hoover | 
or repeal. There was some muf- 
fled hissing when Scott of Cali- | 
fornia placed Hoover’s name in| 
nomination. 

A regulation shot of Hoover along 
old publicity lines, and happening 
frequently, immediately follows the 
convention matter, showing Hoover 








the King’s Jesters) and Sylvia 
Froos. Latter was a last-minute 
added starter in place of the recal- 
citrant Mildred Bailey. 


ether crooneresses and—a refresh- 
ing surprise—of appealing personal- 
ity. She registered a solid click, 
stopping the show after a flock of 
bends. 


The Rhythm Boys reinstates a 
billing associated with Whiteman at 
the time Bing Crosby, Harry Barris 
and Al Rinker were the original 
R. B. Two of that trio are radio- 
famous on their own new. 


Ramona, a lank pianiste, at the 
end baby grand, shifts’ center, 
swapping with Roy Bargy, for her 
torrid solo specialty. 

‘St. Louis Blues’ finale brings on 
Janie and Junior, the gal strutting 
her stuff in mean style for a sure- 
fire finish. Goldie’s Dutch comedy 


with Hester St. variations also 
meant something. 
Among the new instrumental 


highlights was a pip arrangement 
of ‘Dark Eyes.’ 

The band costuming, striving for 
novelty, doesn’t quite register. It’s 
intended to reverse the usual dark 
jacket and white trousers, but 
somehow the Palm Beach coats with 
the black trousers don’t jell. 

Abel. 


FOX, BROOKLYN 


Brooklyn, June 18. 
A revival of ‘The Valiant’ (Fox), 
one of the early talkers, shoots in 
here next week. That may be the 
most eloquent size-up of the situ- 
ation. F. & M., as usual, will be 
on the stage end. 


Current bill has Tiff’s ‘Strangers 
of the Evening.’ The main girder 
in the stage support is Fanchon & 
Marco's ‘Cherry Blossoms’ Idea. In 
this department Frank Gaby excels. 
His ventrilo comedy carries the 
laugh punch of the bill. 

As a whole the unit is colorful 
and possesses variety. The house, 
however, might have fared better 
with some real name for a draw 
kick against the strong competition 
the Fox Brooklyn engenders wifh 
combo programs 
spots of this backbridge haven of 
New York. 

Encased in the ‘Cherry Blossoms’ 
assemblage is that surprising combo 
of a Jap troupe working alongside 
a Chinese. The Japs are the Eno 
Troupe, versatile tumblers and bar- 
rel manipulators. The usual Ori- 
ental costumes, and taking its cue 
from the unit's title the main set 
|is a Japanese garden with a: bridge 
}and all against a sun or full moon 
drop in full. + 

Colorful all the way and the 
lighting is effective, except where 








In drill routines, a tap ensemble 
and vocal harmony, the 12-man 
chorus demonstrated more talent 
than perfection, but probably will 
whip into shape after more playing. 
Confining their routines to more 
|simple exertion, the femme chorus 
had more success with unity. 

Scenery is plentiful, including 
full stage sets of a street scene and 
;of a parade ground, the latter so 
j;cleverly painted as to make the 12 
living men blend into a long col- 
) umn of soldiers in formation. Gae 
| Foster staged. 

Two principals and a _ chorus 
j}don’t make a musical comedy, .but 
‘Letty Lynton’ (Metro) eliminated 
any boxoffice worry. Attendance 
lopening matinee (Thursday) far 


Bang. 





Jue Fong, Chinese tenor, comes 


|down front for a steel blue spot- | 


\light. The Japs arranged on the 
| pagoda flanks caught in the blue 
|halo take on dusky coloring as re- 
| sult. 

Gaby works in ‘one’ with an 
fupper tier plant. His stuff is 
;}trimmed from his regular vaude- 
| ville routine, but it’s fixed in the 
|}unit so that the customer’s laughter 
|is caught on the punch. Gaby slays 
| with every shot. He wears a bat- 
i tered felt instead of his former plug 
| high hat. 
| Prior to Gaby's appearance Doro- 
|thea, slim blonde, does a 
| legged high kick number for around 
|four minutes that finally capitulates 
audience appreciation. In the open- 
sing sequences Dorothea duets in a 





Miss Froos is among the younger} 


in other chain | 


single- | 


greeting disabled vets on the White 
House lawn. It’s silent, cameramen 
probably figuring it just as well 
whatever salutations are offered can | 
be foregone. 

This clip is between the conven- 
tion and a lengthy statement by 
John D: Rockefeller, Jr., on his 
changed views of repeal. He says 
plenty, making a very impressive 
tallk. 2athe also has this at the 
opposition, but only a few words 
from J. D., Jr., Fox Movietone 
making a far more interesting item 
out of it. 


Between the two houses Embassy 
has the best show, although its pro- 


TRANSLUX ; 
Coverage of the one news item of 
major international importance, the 
Republican convention in Chicago, 


is perfunctory according to what 
Pathe has sent over here. Its two- 


minute contribution deals with Gara 
field of Ohio, who spoke on resub- 
mission, reading of the vote, and 
Stott's offering of Hoover's name as 


|; the party’s nominee. 


“John D. Rockefeller, Jr., as a re- 
peal proselyte, is actually a little 
ola 2s such, but his personal state- 
ment to newsreels on his changed 


|} stand is of intense interest just now. 


Pathe has the oil baron in front of 
the camera less than a minute, with 
his words at a minimum as come. 


pared with what he said to F-M, 
but. there’s a little build-up over 
here with Fred A. Victor of Anti< 


Saloon League prominence disagree- 
ing with J. D., Jr. Universal picked 
that up. 

Pathe is long on items none of the 
other reels reveal, including Santa 
Paul ship launching, Massachusetts 
freight-train wreck, jobless men 
panning for gold in California, Ely 
Culbertson signing RKO-Radio con- 
tract to make bridge shorts, Gov. 
Ely of Mass. and ceremonies on 
opening of new highway, baby pa- 
rade in Philadelphia obviously, an 
exploitation stunt of the Mayfair 
theatre there, and Bob Bartlett tak< 
ing off for Greenland with Admiral 
Peary’s grandsons aboard. 


News items among these are not 
‘musts,’ but the Santa Paula launch- 
ing and the Massachusetts clip 
might be conceded as scoops the 
other reels possibly should have felt 
were important enough to cover. 


On the show, Universal sallieg 
forth with the best beat on its ex- 
cellent camerage of the uprising ist 
Chile, at present gaining the atten< 
tion of the whole world. U got most 
of it from the air, with rioting and 
disorder under focus. 

Laemmle's silently-shot reel alse 
pictures Ilarry Fleischer of Purple ; 
Gang fame in custody in Detroit, ; 
nabbing of a kidnapper in the sticks, ; 
and the wedding of Abyssinia’g ; 
Crown Prince. ? 

Par remains content with a single 
scoop, that of France’s reception t 














gram is less diversified than that 
at the T-L. So far as scoops are! 
concerned, whether they're hot news 
or not (mostly not), it’s the Trans- 
lux that seems to have a slight edge. 

3etween Fox and Hearst reels, 
matter not found in the opposition 
quarters includes the Hoover-dis- 
abled vets thing, Allison-Van Ryn 
tennis match at Forest Hills, Lon- 
dos-Garibaldi rassle in Chicago, 
steeplechase race on Secy. of State 
Stimson’s L. I. estate, race in mud 
at Aqueduct, interview with Mrs. 
Hausner, wife of flier: parade of 
Catholic societies on Fifth avenue, 
New York; brief talk in German by 
Von Papen, gymnastic festival in 
Berlin and unit of German cavalry 
in training. 

None of this exciting as news, 
though some of it was well done 
and spectacular in action, thus 
evolving interest. It’s this plus the 
convention and Rockefeller clips in 
main which give the Embassy show 
the edge as entertainment. 

Despite that, comparison with 
previous bills is somewhat odious, 
with neither comfort for Embassy 
this week nor undue concern for 
Translux as result of how each cur- 
rently shapes. 

Embassy is topheavy with sports 
and military material, while the 
T-L isn’t. In addition to clips al- 
ready named, in sporting division 
;also are Sarazen match and return 
and Olympic trials in Chicago, also 
covered by opposition reels. ofr 
things militaristic or bearing on it, 
plus what's already detailed, are 
ted army in Moscow, West Point 
cadets’ graduation exercises, Brit- 
‘ish navy practice, ‘Trouping of 
Colors’ in England on king’s birth- 


Amelia Earhart Putnam, though 
cooling a little as news now. 

In. connection with the Sarazen 
cop of the British open, Par covers 
the start and part of the contest 


but no reel over here remembered tg 

get the reception on returning home; 
including by. Mayor Walker at City i 
maa. °° 


Taser 


There is an astonishing scarcity 
of laughs this week at both newsreel 
temples. T-L has the edge, some of 
the comedy coming from Culbertson 
as he signs a film contract in the 
presence of Ned Depinet. Other 
chuckles from the gold-rush matter, 

Remaining items also covered by 
the opposition with about equal 
competency include Russia’s Red 
Army demonstration, West Point 
graduation, trvuping of colors in 
England, Olymp'e trial races in Chi- 
cago, N. Y. police confiscation of : 
guns, Fort Hancock, N. J., artillery ; 
— and English depth bomb« 
ng. 

Twenty-four separate items on 
show. Pathe has majority, 13: Unie 
versal 6, and Paramount 5. Char. 


TE aS PICT test 


day and coast artillery off New Jer« } 
sey in action. ‘ 

Most of all this is familiar stuff, 
done over and over by reels until 
no longer neither novel nor very 
interesting. F-M frequently goes 
in for fashion tips on latest hats 
from Paris, doing it again. Appar- 
ently F-M has a tieup with some 
New York shop. 

A total of 23 news items on 
show, 13 from Fox and 10 bearing 
Hearst label, in addition to Magic 
Carpet novelty reel, ‘Havana, Ho,’ 
shot silent. Char. 











waltz with Guy Buck against a 
cherry blossom setting. 





Fong tenors an operatic piece 
that’s bullious for his unrobust 
| voice and also an Irish melody. He 
cracks wise a couple of times. 
Lighter tunes, perhaps softer bal- 
lads, would fit him better. As a 
j novelty yodeler he fills a niche in 


ithe unit, but has to work hard to 


get over. Like the Japs, he wears 
'a kimono for effect. 
The finale also catches the Eno 


' Troupe of five for a second helping 
with a beautiful piece of risley. 
One of the slighter Japs wheels 
}around a horizontal bar that tapers 
lfrom a rectangular top frame to a 
'straight pole from just mere shoul- 
der support by the understander. 
I’. & M.’s line, 14 this time, trim 
young things and costumed color- 
fully in each sequence, shows up 
best in an umbrella number. The 
line does symbolic precision stuff 
|with the studded umbrellas in 
rhythmic routine. 
Entire bill takes 
good turnover time. 
feature, 66. Rest is made up by 
usual departments, overture 
short, newsreel and trailers. Shan. 


143. minutes, 
Unit goes 40; 


tne 


‘ 





CHICAGO la 


Chicago, June 17. 

Three years ago there was a Dill 
at this theatre consisting of Guy 
Lombardo orchestra and ‘Canary ‘ 
Murder Case’ (Par). The gross for 
that week was $71,300, the all-time 
high for this theatre and this town, 
For the last three years Publix-B, 
& K. has been intermittently nego- 
tiating with Lombardo for a returrm 
booking. This is it. 

And it appears that the Lombardo 
outfit, while coming nowhere near 3 
that 1929 mark, wil likely touch a 
pretty figure for 1932, known some- 
where as a depressicn year. 

Publix-B. & K. for the fourth con- 
secutive week in the loop demon- 
strates that there’s business to be 
had. If pictures won't then stage 
attractions will. The only worry 
now is the existence of a proper 
supply of really hot talent. B. & K, 
has flatly decided that the thing to / 
do is to prevent the public from get- } 

i 


Kae Sais Side TEI 


diet 


a 


ting out of the habit of going to 
shows; and the trailers on the B. & 
K. screens are now all plugging 
their patrons to ‘get the habit of 

(Continued on page 37) , 
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BUDDY ROGERS ORCH. (16) | HERMAN HYDE (2) 
With Raymond Baird | Comedy, Musical 
32 Mins.; Full (Special) | 10 Mins.; One 
Palace Coliseum 
Added sureness, easy confidence,| Hoke man and woman act having 
i i a fide ti good chances. Girl works legit as 
nd an increase in his bona fide tal- | 500@ cna. : 
ane ; . Buddy Boserse as onei* violinist, foiling for Herman 
ents marks Bud y 10g "3 s Hyde, whose comedy is drawn 
film juve with brains, ambish, and) jargely from trick musical instru- | 
determination. He is beginning to} ments. Played No. 2 up here of 
i sa “sday ig ice enough 
’ ’ se instruments as|2 Thursday night to nice ¢ : 
pe come Of cham . ; | returns to qualify as next to shut | 
if he knows how, thus vigpprirtsiitied + most intermediate houses. 
some of the suspicion of faking./ ‘Trick clothes start Hyde off. He 
Rogers has been fooling around in/follows in rapid succession with 
nd with bands for about three|Suitar, violin, clarinet and ‘cello, 
acid As ‘ picture-house attrac-|e¢ach outfitted with gadgets for 
a his stunt of versatile musician-|/4ughs. The ‘cello wrestling exhi- 
ship as originally done in a Para-| bition, closing, as the girl does a 
. a , f * « ‘ shalk : ¢ $ 
mount picture, ‘Close Harmony,’ was | Soprano and shakes it up a little 


familiar. That’s still his climax, 
now that he has his own orchestra 
instead of working with house ag- 
gregations. 

Putting the act, as such, over with 
a bang is another youngster, Ray- 
mond Baird, a saxophonist. Only} 
about 22, young Baird’s remarkable 
command of his instrument elicited 
a thunderbolt of applause, which 
was equalled again on an encore. 
He is an asset that Rogers or his 
auspices have been wise to incor- 
porate. Palace gave Baird separate 
billing in the lobby frames. He used 
to do a single. 


Rogers, and the boys are all in | 
white summery attire. Two step! 
forward for singing, but Rogers can 
and does top both of them. Rogers’ 
singing with the aid of a public ad- 
dress microphone is vibrantly mas- 
culine and extremely pleasant. It 
will intensify his good impression 
and his popularity with the femmes. 


Drummer carries the comedy, do- 
Ing semi-nance for a lot of legiti- 
mate giggles. He wisely holds him- 
self to permissible limits on the 
mugging. A burlesque scene toward 
the end has Rogers making love to 
the drum hoked up as Greta Garbo 
and talking with a Swedish accent. 
Funny and not milked. Calcium 
lights used in studio make-believe 
should not be allowed to glare out 
at the audience. Very disconcerting. 


Moment or two of film footage 
used in ‘one,’ showing Rogers mak- 
ing love to girl. Rogers in person 
kids himself, which makes him the 
more likeable. Punch is when Stu- 
art Irwin (in the film) cops the girl. 

Rogers will do himself good by 
the Palace engagement, and prob- 
ably the same for the house. 





ANNA MAY WONG (8) 
Singing, Talk 

13 Mins.; One 
Coliseum. 


Her engaging personality, of 
which a warm smile is notable, 
goes a long way toward making 
Anna May Wong, of pictures, a 
passable attraction for vaude. Her 
singing is mostly unimpressive, but 
through selection of numbers the 
turn has its novelty side, with vo- 
eal ability diminished as a factor. 


Miss Wong carries a male pianist, 
‘whose introduction is something in 
nature of a buildup, mentioning a 
few pictures in which the Oriertal 
featured player has appeared, in- 
cluding ‘Daughter of Dragon’ (Par), 
from which she does a number as 
the opener, 


Second, a special, is around her 
idea of the typical American girl, 
while close is written around man- 
me — a ladyish males. 

yrics o oth help much in sell- 
ing them. 


Miss Wong did a thanx speech up 
here Thursday night, first in Eng- 
lish, then in Chinese, French, Ger- 
man and Jewish. While a little 
long, on novelty it serves okay. 

On a five-act show, the Oriental 


filmite was spottea third. She got 
across fairly good, Char, 





SCOOTER LOWRY 
Boy Comedian 

12 Mins.; One 
Palace 


Put together with almost no in- 
Benuity and bound to create a stage 
wait on any bill, this turn can win 
toleration only as a Grade C ‘name.’ 
Kid is an alumnus of the Hal Roach 
Our Gang’ series. At least half a 
dozen other kids from that studio 


gets the act off neatly. 

Only attempt at dance is a sug- 
gested cooch bit by the girl and an- 
other by Hyde for the purpose of 
kicking his shoe off. It went into 
the audience Thursday night, pos- 
sibly through bad aim. This should 
be avoided. Char, 


REDFORD AND WALLACE 
Juggling 
5 Mins.; Four (Special) 
Loew’s Orpheum 

Some six years ago there was an- 
other act of exactly the same name 
playing around and doing a similar 


turn, exception being that it then 
was two boys instead of a mixed 


couple, as here. Probably one-half 
of the former act is the chap in this 
turn, who is retaining the old bill- 
ing. 

Boy goes through a series of jug- 
gling tricks which are fast and 
nicely performed. Handles quite a 
number of objects, but specializes 
in juggling large balls. For closer 
balances a small phonograph on a 
pole and with two spoons accom- 
panies the tune which the phono is 
grinding out. Girl takes a small 
hand at juggling, but here main 
purpose is scenic. 

Lukewarm opener. 


MODERN RHYTHM (5) 
Singing, Dancing, Instrumental 
9 Mins.; Two (Special) 
Coliseum 

Flash of moderate appeal, nicely’ 
staged and routined. Of four men 
carried, one doubles for dance spe- 
cialties, the other three forming a 
musical background for the girl and 
stepping out vocally. No special 
sock anywhere in the nine minutes, 
but act on whole pleases sufficiently 


|tO warrant as opener on bills of 


type played here. 

A considerable amount of peppi- 
ness by members of flash contrib- 
utes much to its general worthiness. 
Three men around a piano open in 
a harmony number, girl following 
in her first song and dance. An- 
other session like this is split by a 
Single soft shoe dancer, who later 
on in an eccentric acrobatic num- 
ber does better, 

All four men take to vocal calis- 
thenics on close to build up girl's 
final number. 

Opened show here, getting over 
okay. ar, 





ADLER and BRADFORD (4) 
Adagio 

7 Mins.; One and Three 
Albee, Brooklyn 


Standard turn, but apparently 
breaking in a new formation. Opens 
with Miss Adler on the stage, kneel- 
ing and covered with a chiffon veil, 
which she uses in the old serpentine 
fashion, with lighting from the side. 
Effective but not important. Brad- 
ford poses with her. Goes to three 
with the music and the act going 
ballet mechanique, and a shadow- 
graph of a train of cog wheels on a 
translucent panel in the back; more 
effective than a painted machinery 
drop because in motion. 

Two other men on, following a 
brief mechanical dance and into 
straight adagio tossing, but above 
average for style. Girl is remark- 
ably good and by her poise and 
grace enhances materially the value 
of the work as a routine. Opening 


the show here, but can close on most 
bills, 





American, Chi, Back 
Chicago, June 20. 





have attempted vaudeville with none 
Mneaning much. Scooter is several 
years older than when in pictures, 
@S was the case with most of the 
others. Childish cuteness largely 
fone. 


Boy can put over a song and 
dance nicely and in time will doubt- 
lessly approach professional stand- 
ards. Right now he’s parlor enter- 
tainment. He has been leashed to 
as stupid a string of gags as ever 
was clipped from the comic press. 
Entire routine was slapped together 
and is a Hability. Much Play on 
Scooter being a tough guy, but that 
humor is forced at all times and re- 

onsible for a smartaleck speech 

at laid flat. 


has plenty of self-confidence, 
but ies years too som, Land 


After laying off vaude for about 
Soe years, the westside American, 
former RKO showing spot, slipped 
back to talent yesterday (19)) on 
a hurry-up move. Will have flesh 
daily, on a three-split a week plan. 
Three acts; two shows nightly, 
four on Sunday. 

Being booked out of the Tommy 
Sacco office here, 





Cushman’s RKO Revue 


Los Angeles, June 20. 
Wilbur Cishman has been en- 
gaged to direct and produce RKO’s 
Opportunity Revue, at the RKO 
theatre week of July 16, 
Local talent affair, 





PALACE 


‘Haven't you anything further 
down the hall?” asked a woman 
customer of a Palace usher Satur- 
day matinee. At the moment the 
so-called Roxy Theatre~ Ensemble 
was on the stage, and that in com- 
bination with the out-of-town lady's 
remark was enough to make any- 
one think they were attending a 
chautauqua in Elyria, Ohio, instead | 
of the Palace, New York. | 








That Roxy act. sets a new low 
|for staging, acting and maladroit 
| presentation throughout, It might 
ibe nicknamed the ‘pagent of the | 
windmills’ in appreciation of the} 
i|wild arm movements of 12 elocu- | 
|tionists. They were trying to sell 
themselves in what they possibly 
jassume to be the true Jolsonian 
;manner. It was all arms and ges- 
| ticulation. 

It may be that before a radio | 


microphone these singers are hot 
stuff. Clair Kramer, Beula Berson, 
Nick Ney, Dorothy Cartier and 
Sara Hochman get mention among 
the dozen. Nothing wrong with the 
voices, but those coy sopranos and 
that tenor who forgot to wear what 
every acrobat puts on first, and the 
background that paired off in twos 
and threes like kids in a kindergar- 
ten exercise was an object lesson 
in elephantine clumsiness. 


This was the third act, and fol- 
lowing Scooter Lowry (New Acts) | 
it meant that the Palace was 
bogged up to its knees. That it 
succeeded thereafter in getting on 
terra firma and establishing some- 
thing like a stride is a compliment 
to the rest of the acts. 

Lowry is a kid of modest talents 
and one of a large graduating class 
from Hal Roach’s ‘Our Gang’ who 
have since tried vaudeville. A tol- 
erant audience that squirmed in 
their pews might well have asked: 
‘Must even a promising youngster 
be encouraged on Broadway and 
47th street?’ Palace as a training 
school for unripe talent is some- 
thing new. 

Falls, Reading and Boyce, de- 
pendable and nifty, opened the 
show with zip. Then the kid, fol- 
lowed by the Roxy group. Making 
George Beatty seem like a Mes- 
siah leading the bewildered audi- 
ence back to the theatre they had 
paid to enter. Beatty is truly Pal- 
ace and very funny. 

Fifth was Lillian Shade, whose 
interesting approach to hotcha rep- 
resents the modernistic technique 
of Broadway production. Which 
may explain why she does only 
fairly in vaudeville. She holds 
herself in too much for the direct 
and simple requirements of vaude. 
That she could scorch a number 
with ease and accuracy is unques- 
tionable. But while remaining in 
the varieties she will be on safer 
ground and with a more dependable 
margin of public favor if bolstering 
her material by making it more hoi 
polloi. Pianist has wasted his solo 
spot by bad selections. 

Block and Sully opened with a 
Hoover gag. Girl accosts boy. ‘Did 
you vote for Hoover?’ He replies 
yes. Thereupon she slaps him and 
walks off. That probably won't 
survive Jong. Act found its cus- 
tomary nonchalant success. 

Buddy Rogers’ orchestra (New 
Acts) took the hurdles nicely, with 
Raymond Baird, formerly a single 
in vaudeville, a tower of streneth 
and the hit of the entire bili with 
his saxophone miracles. Al Trahan 


next to closing wowed, and the 
Liazeed Arabs, pyramid builders, 
closed weakly. Land, 


STATE 


Six acts of average merit on the 
vaude end, Greta Garbo’s latest, ‘As 
You Desire Me,’ on the screen, and 
business for the Saturday matinee 
way off. With the recent folding of 
the Hippodrome the State should 
have gotten an attendance break, 
but seemingly all the Hipp custom- 
ers (and there were some) have 
vanished into thin air. Or possibly 
they’re not finding enough marquee 
value at the State this week. 

Beyond the film, the marquee 
pulling power is pretty much held 
down to Frank and Milt Britton’s 
band. And they’ve been at one 
Times Square theatre or another 
pretty continuously for the past six 
months or so. 

Martin and Martin, unusual aerial 
act, open nicely. Male’s contortion 
work on the swinging bar is good 
for a thrill and a hand anywhere. | 
And the lady is both a capable per- | 
former and a looker, 

Delivery Boys, deucing, come from | 
radio. They should have stuck to! 
the ether. It’s number umpteen of 
the radio imitators, the best of | 
which is hardly stage entertainment. | 
And these boys are far from the! 
best. Idea is to give a constant 
stream of imitations of radio celeb- 
rities. For 12 minutes that’s not 
entertainment. 

Joe Phillips, next to closing, had 
a& pretty easy time of it. His 
rough-house antics are so nicely 
timed and handled that they're 
pretty sure to please. Aileen Cook’s 
straight work is of much help, 
though she might have dropped at 
least one of the songs without any- 
one caring much. 

Third rung is occupied by Gordon 

















= ——— 
every day. They’re clever young-|and one dances nicely. This is q 
sters. Neville Fleeson’s fantastic! good-enough opening act, but fails 


notion of a vaude flash is nicely 
buried in number four, so that Phil- 
lips can restore the audience's faith. 
The Brittons close, the only spot 
possible for them, since shows must 
go on and there's nothing like drop- 
ping the white sheet to calm down 
enthusiastic customers looking for a 
free encore. Kauf. 


PALACE, CHICAGO 


Chicago, June 18. 


Whether a _ coincidence or not, 


Duke Ellington at the Palace, and 
for the ’steenth time in town, is 
playing against Guy Lombardo’s 
ballyhooed return to the Chicago 


after three years. 

If the Palace expected to turn ’em 
away Saturday it must have been a 
disappointment. They weren't storm- 
ing the doors. Hot weather had a 
lot to do with it, too, with condi- 
tions along the street no better com- 
paratively. At that Ellington and 
his bunch must have been counted 
on for a good deal, as the bookers 
deemed three acts around him suffi- 
cient. No matter which way it’s 
figured, it still represents four acts 
in toto, even with the band doing 
44 minutes. Last week on the same 
stage there were six turns. This 
juggling back and forth from four 


to six, from seven to five, doesn’t 
seem to be getting the proper reac- 
tion, so maybe the idea is not so 
forte after all. 

Outside of a few opening show 
discrepancies the bill ran _ off 


smoothly enough and, for its brevity, 
was well blended entertainment. 
Louis Mosconi opening a bill is not 
to be sneezed at. Probably the first 
time all or any of the Mosconis have 
been relegated to the ante spot, but 
here, leastwise, it served the pur- 
pose, and that was to give the ab- 
breviated layout the right kind of a 
sendoff. Head man of the brothers, 
Louis Mosconi tore off his usual 
distinctive pattern of steps, bringing 
out with him a couple of lookers 
who can ankle. They have to with 
Mosconi, who starts where most 
others dancers leave off. 

Charlie Melson, a retired band 
leading m. c. from out Jersey way— 
Newark, to be specific—had every- 
thing happen to him in the No. 2 
groove. First, his back stage props 
went awry just at the wrong time. 
Then his partner, Miss Irmanette, 
took an unbilled prattfall and barely 
escaped landing on her fiddle. While 
those bum breaks might have un- 
nerved another performer, it didn’t 
the Newark flash, who came up 
clowning and managed to extract a 
cheerful exit for both. Punch of the 
act is the screen test bit, with 
Melson doubling with himself from 
stage to screen. Idea is not new 
and even here could be built up for 
bigger and better results. Miss Ir- 
manette adds her good looks to her 
capable bowing, and proves she can 
play the violin and waltz around at 
the same time. 

Charlie Hill, the old song tipoff 
man, hasn't been around these parts 
for a long time. Probably to make 
up for his ancient material, which 
incidentally is still good, he has 
with him a new soprano in Llora 
Hoffman, concerning whom some 
interesting remarks may be added. 
In the first place, Miss Hoffman 
doesn’t belong with Hill, who is 
strictly a hokester of the old school. 
Her voice is much too good to be 
wasted here. After that, and with 
proper handling, ditto dressing and 


the knack of delivery, the lady 
should get somewhere. Right now 
she’s just a stooge for Hill and 


worthy of better things. 

Ellington band still sizzles as hot 
as ever, with new numbers, different 
arrangements and Ivy Anderson, 
who comes highly touted, perhaps 
overmuch so. Mistake for this or 
any band to leap over a half hour 
on the stage. Brass blasting for 
longer than that is bound to wear 
any audience out. Not until the 
boys rounded the 40-minute corner 
did the first letdown come and with 
‘Blue Indigo,’ the curtain faller. 
Anderson girl did three numbers, 
including the muchly abused ‘Min- 
nie,’ and they all sounded alike. 
Foursome of hoofers, styled the 
Step Bros., didn’t tear any. planks 
out, with that type of hoofing sell- 
ing at so much the bushel these 
days. Solo bucking and shuffling 
of Kid Charleston rated much bet- 
ter, and for that reason doubtless 
why he was held to near the finish 
line. 

‘Strangers of the Evening’ (Tiff) 
the flicker and the second from the 
same studio in a row. Span, 


ORPHEUM, MINN. 


Minneapolis, June 16. 
Fourth of the new ,.RKO unit 
shows. It is apparent "from the 


shows thus far that RKO is making 
its vaudeville entirely supplement- 
ary to its screen fare, depending al- 
most altogether on the latter for any 
pulling power. Vaudeville is some- 
thing thrown in for good measure. 
Satisfies the average auditor as it 
unfolds, but does not provoke the 
enthusiasm which engenders word- 
of-mouth boosting outside the the- 
atre. 

Clemons Belling, assisted by the 
Belling Sisters, opens the show with 
familiar melange of comedy music, 





Reed and King, who to be ac- 
quiring more polite and assurance 


Tews 


juggling, dancing and dog tricks. 
Sisters not at all hard to look at, 


to evoke much applause at the end, 
probably because it hasn't the 
smoothness, cohesion and finish 
necessary to create a strong im- 
pression. 

There was a smattering of ap. 
plause when Al Abbott, billed in 
small letters, came on in the deuce 
spot. He is still doing his ruraland 
sundry imitations, which this audi. 
ence, judging by its enthusiasm, 
found very much to its liking. A 
Swedish yodeling number went over 
especially big in this Scandinavian 
| outpost. 

Joe Herbert and his company just 
|get by in number three position. 
| Patter is not calculated to cause 
many ripples of mirth. Herbert has 
the blonde Lillian Gordon doing the 
time-worn goofy girl bit as a feeder 





for his sallies, and this isn’t so good, 
Dub Taylor, in overalls and with 
his silly grin, offers his Georgia 


cracker characterization. For com- 
edy, Taylor still depends principally 
upon his scratching gyrations, which 
a few in the audience apparently 
found funny and others considered 
sad. Herbert also finds this itchi- 
ness a source of comedy comment. 
Taylor does several numbers on the 
zither and xylophone, and these are 
the best things in the offering. An 
unbilled stooge in grotesque comedy 
make-up comes on at the finish for 
a twisting dance, and Miss Taylor, 
in an abbreviated, striking red cos- 
tume, is eye-arresting for her hot 
terpsichorean number. On the 
whole, the act is inferior to dozens 
of others patterned along the same 
lines, 

Harrison & Elmo, next to closing, 
are just blackface comedians and 
that’s all. They offer a dice game 
bit in which the professed novice, 
taking a lesson in the art of rolling 
the bones, proves much mere adept 
than his teacher. This has been 
seen here several times before, but 
is moderately funny for vaudeville’s 
newest converts. Billie Weir, a girl, 
does a song and tap dance number, 
Applause returns light at the finish, 
As a number two act this might do, 
but not in its present spot. 

Bee and Ray Goman have an un- 
pretentious song-and-dance revue. 
There are six girls for the ensemble 
numbers. One of them, Sally Sar- 
kis, solos with some good contor- 
tionistic work. Bee and Ray do 
several pleasing dances together, 
and the latter offers a first-rate Ted 
Lewis impersonation. A futuristic 
rhumba by the entire company 
makes a peppy finale. Nothing new 
or outstanding here and little or no 
flash, but, on the whole, a pleasant 
enough act of its kind and some- 
what above the standard of the bale 
ance of the bill, which it closes. 

On the screen ‘Westward Passage’ 
(RKO), Pathe News, a cartoon com- 
edy, and a local newsreel. A fair 
crowd at this supper show. Rees. 


G, O. H. 


There is something divinely ape 
propriate in the fact that the old- 
time vaudeville type of show makes 
its last stand in New York in the 
Chelsea village section, Here is one 
spot in the metropolis that seems to 
be almost proof against the march 
of time 


There are blocks and blocks of 
ancient dwellings with high stoops, 
English basements and _  18-foot 
ceilings, now given over completely 
to lodgings, but preserving some- 
thing of the once elegant exterior. 
It’s only a year or so since the old 
London Terrace gave way te mod- 
ern penthouse apartments, and a 
matter of months that the wreckers 
went to work on the classic Josie 
Mansfield mansion. 


But the Grand Opera House still 
stands forth as the home of family 
vaudeville, supported by a district 
that in spite of shifting population 
retains its loyalty to an entertain- 
ment type. By all standards of the 
day the stage entertainment is 
pretty terrible, but the house goes 
right on playing to solid matinee 
attendance at the two-bit tap 
and runs to habitual semi-capacity 
nights week in and week out. 

Eighth avenue and 23d street is 
at the lower end of a solid tene- 
ment house section with a dense 
poulation, packed in between 
Kighth and Ninth avenues and run- 
ning right up to the Pennsylvania 
station that marks the frontier of 
Chelsea. It’s an area of mixed na- 
tionalities, with elemental tastes, 
and apparently the G. O. H. is its 
Roxy, although the Broadway de- 
luxes are within easy walking dis- 
tance. 

Four acts and any amount of film 
footage makes up the show, and 
the stage program probably is the 
lesser of the house’s’ worries. 
Booked on an indie basis for ap- 
ples, they require only that it be 
strong on its comedy and stay 
within the hour limit, with the 
screen portion filling out the rest of 
a show that takes more than three 
hours to complete. 

First haif was short on impres- 
sive splurge, but it filled the bill 
nicely and didn’t carry any payroll 
headaches. Tryon’s Dogs opened, 
and for this Saturday mat. made a 
sprightly start for the two-thirds 
audience of youngsters, lured to the 
house by episode No. 2 of the Mas- 
cot serial, ‘The Shadow of the 
Eagle,’ which is devoid of cinema 
art, but calls for lurid and provok- 
ing lobby billing, and probably ac4 
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eounted for a good deal more juve- 
le coins than the rest of the dou- 
le feature bill, made up of ‘Young 
america’ (Fox) and ‘Lena Rivers’ 
(Tiffany). 
““rryon has a whole kennel show 
miscellaneous purps, most of 
em fox terriers, and has framed 
them for a rowdy, noisy session of 
gomedy. He talks long and loud 
and manages throughout to work 
up a boisterous spirit for the act. 
All the dogs do is to be unruly and 
noisy for comedy effect, which they 
achieve handsomely. Works in 
fone’ without settings or props, and 
all it costs to carry is the meat bill. 
Loud and sustained launghter from 
this crowd. 

Keo, Taki and Yoki, two Japs and 
a girl who doesn’t look Oriental, 
are the only standard number in 
the quartet. Good novelty material 
mixed with weak stalling, and all 
gaved and clinched with the com- 
edy finish of the pedal juggler, 
much to the nervous embarrass- 
ment of the male piano player. 
Girl sings a couple of numbers, 
does a tap routine and merely fills 
out the running time. 

Bob Fisher belongs to a type of 
gpingle seldom seen any more. Works 
in blackface, peddling ballads and 
not-so-new gags and wears slightly 
exaggerated straight clothes. His 
assets are an uggressive manner of 
dealing chatter and a _ powerful 
tenor voice, and here they liked him 
immensely, particularly his high 
notes and his sometimes intimate | 
jests. 

Closing was the flash in a dance 
yevue—they nearly always close the 
stage show with a revue of some 
kind—of Jack and Betty Welling. 
Jack does boob and Betty a patsy 
type, and they are surrounded by 
two dancing girls and a threesome 
of tap stepping boys, all young and 
personable, but the layout is loose 
and shapeless. Girls have a nice 
routine of control legmania, and the 
boys do several buck and wing bits 
with heavy stamping of feet. What 
pu‘s the turn over is a burlesque 
adagio by the principal pair, full of 
energetic knockabout, but lacking 
any distinction that would earn it 
a hearing on a better grade show. 

Rush. 


ALBEE, B’KLYN 





Good all-around bill this week. 
Film is Radio’s ‘Bring ’Em Back 
Alive,’ playing day and date with 


the Mayfair, New York, and draw- 
ing capacity and straggling standees 
for the second show. Audience 
thinned out during the ensuing sup- 
per show, leaving but little better 
than half a house. 

Winne and Dolly, fast trapeze 
duo, shoved off fast. Act is framed 
in full as a boat at sea. Man pulls 
a girl over the side, latter dressed 
as a mermaid, and going into whirls 
in midair hanging by her teeth. 
Double trapeze work follows, with 
the man’s stunts on the bar, in mo- 
tion, the feature. 

Hilton and Garron deuced with a 
smooth comedy turn embodying 
some roughness for two women. 
Patter is fast and aptly handled. 
Blonde girl is a swell comedienne. 
Her partner, tall brunette, foils ably. 
Smart femme comedy turn. 

Henry Burbig and the Funny- 
boners, another of radio’s attrac- 
tions to take the stage, followed. 
Burbig is no longer on the air, but 
the Funnyboners are a CBS feature. 
Burbig’s Hebe dialect is amusing 
but lengthy. Type of material is 
best suited to New York. Funny- 
boners are a polished harmony trio 
with various forms of vocal har- 
monics, individual and _ imitative. 
Boswell and Mills imitations show 
etudy. 

Mills, Kirk and Martin, three boys 
with a penchant for eye and nose 
gouging, clicked solidly and drew 
the best response of the bill. Ma- 
terial is strong and well handled. 
Brief uke, guitar and hoofing bits 
included. 

Living Jewelry pleased as a flash 
closer, Four scenes, with two or 
three girls draped around various 
prop bits of juweled bric-a-brac. 
Dance and song bits are spotted in 
front of the tableaux by two couples. 

ance duo stands out with a ball- 
room and adagio. 





Wintergarten, Berlin 


Berlin, June 9. 

The revue has been abandoned, 
and the old variety program has 
been taken up again. Something of 
the first method should be kept, 
Paul Graetz, for instance, who tells 
original Berlin stories in the origi- 
nal Berlin slang. Best numbers of 
this bill are: the Four Bronzettis, 
two men as a weathercock, on a 


ORPHEUM, DENVER 


Denver, June 15. 


could hold a better spot. 
fast steppers and singers. 
four males do a 
number that is full of comedy and | 


1 


tumble finish. 


Healy and Cross, second on the| 
bill, open with ‘River, Keep Away | 
from My Door,’ and if audiences in 
Denver have to listen to that song | 
many more times it will get a nice | 
big razzberry. Duo try to force 
their humor too much, but still they 
are good for a few laughs. 
Will and Gladys Ahern, with 
brother Don for a pianist, Bill as} 
cowboy and she as Spanish senor- | 
ita, pleased with their dance, sing- 
ing and chatter. They do a few} 
rope tricks, and while Gladys twirls 
the hemp Will and Don sing, con- 
tinuing and use cone-shaped hats | 
for megs while Gladys does a Span- | 
ish dance. The three do a bur- | 
lesque of old ’49 wild west days. 
Arthur and Morton are assisted | 
in the headline by Helen Lockhart, | 
Denise Donley and Bud Williamson, 
the latter as captain of the ship on| 
which the act is placed. The girls| 
are just a couple of passengers, 
but are good foils for the princi- 
pals. Their line of fast and heavy 
chatter gets over in nice shape. | 
With Ann Harding in ‘Westward 
Passage’ (RKO) the Orpheum | 
perked up. | 


CHICAGO 


(Continued from Page 35) 


attending this theatre each week 


and every week.’ 
Selling this show and the shows 


| wreate comfortably on Mr. Lewis’ 
| shoulders. 


Ebony Follies, four males and a/| the $4,500 Fox-West Coast is pay- 
femme, opened the RKO bili, and|ine for him, the emotional band- 
They are| Master has San Diego, San Fran- 
The | cisco and Oakland also lined up for 
clown costume | repeats on his April engagements. 


the act closes with a rough and | from 
|}new stuff has never worried theatre 
|/owners 
novel with 
iminutes are tight with what it 
| takes. 


Demonstrating that he is worth 


Whatever material Lewis 
his trunk to embellish 


pulls 
the 


and 
his 60 


Selling the ancient 
equal dexterity, 





_—_——— ——--— — 


Amateurs Mixed with Acts at 
Audubon; Freak Policy Clicks 


of the talent line-up in between toe 
form the line. 





A few weeks back the Skourases, | 


|} or their manager up here, who seems, 


to be on the job, conceived the idea | 
for novelty’s sake of having Ted | 


With Lewis and his 12-piece band | King, pit maestro, and his mob work 


. r= town fae a ets re 
lare four colored dancing harmon- | from the stage for a change. 
lists, a younger colored individual | this gradually grew the thought of | 


Out of | 


known as Snowball. a tiny choco- |giving amateurs in this section a 
late drop who does his strutting as | Chance. 

though his life depended on it, That was done, with some semi- 
three dancing girls who show the | professionals mixing into the ama- | 
usual Lewis discrimination in at- | teur thing. Business more than} 
| tractiveness, and a small eccentric | doubled through the gag, and Ted 
dancer who might be any age. They | King began to receive most of the 
keep the stage busy and interest- | billing outside. After several weeks 
ing at all times. j}of this, with regular vaude show 


le : » s - 
Among the Lewis repertoire of following King and his amateur dis- 
ever-clicking numbers was ‘Peanut | Play, it was decided that the whole | 


Vendor,’ which tips all there is to 
tip about the quality of his show- 
manship. 

Whoever can sell ‘Peanut Ven- 
dor’ in June, 1932, can sell ‘Yes, 
We Have No Bananas’ in July, 
1942, And that’s no brocolli. 

Bang. 





MASTBAUM 


Philadelphia, June 18. 
Summer weather and a 
a bad _ start. Show is down to 
smaller proportions, with notice- 
able let down on name attractions. 
‘Westward Passage’ (RKO) on 
sereen, 
Show opens with Milton Charles 
introducing Dick Powell, who comes 





at the other deluxers as ‘1932 bar- 
gains’ is evidently having its proper 
effect. They were standing ’em out 
in the lobby at the close of the first 
performance Friday, and_ that’s 
news. Heavy radio-listener crowd 
was in evidence from the large num- 
ber of non-loopers in the house. 
Theatre is using the public address 


system, the acts being announced 
not by m. c., but by an off-stage 
spieler through the loudspeaker. 


Radio and the theatre are becoming 
so intertwined that now it’s impos- 
sible to tell where one ends and the 
other begins. 

This closeness of the two mediums 
is exampled in the entire lack of re- 
sentment in the use of commercial 
tags on the stage by the radio acts. 
Here it was made certain to mention 
Robert Burns cigars, the Lombardo 
sponsor, though clowned up some- 
what. 

Lombardo is doing 20 minutes 
here in the closing spot in the pres- 
entation. Sticking right to the 
radio technigue, playing only pop 
tunes in the smooth style that dem- 
onstrates that the Lombardo array 
rates it high position in the pop or- 
chestra field. An i11l-piece outfit 
that sounds like much more. Car- 
men Lombardo upholds the family 
name on the vocal calisthenics, do- 
ing the crooning job as if born to 
the tonsils. - 

Leading up to the band numbers 
were three acts. The five Reilly 
kids proved themselves finished per- 


formers, each year finding them 
better than the time before. Show- 
manly youngsters who sell much 


and heated hoofing to the hilt. 
Stuart Barrie, the organist, was 
spotted right in the heart of the 
presentation. Using the stage con- 
sole, he ran off some chords on his 
own, and the stage faded into full 
for a production number headed by 
John and Edna Torrence. These two 
dancers are practically on the Pub- 
lix and B. & K. payroll, it being an 
off week in which they don't show. | 
But here repetition is not so tough 
to bear, since these two dancers 
have grace and form, and, what’s 
more important, ideas. They’re go- 
ing somewhere. Besides the pro- 
duction number they were back later 
with the Lombardo act to present 
another excellent ballroom dancing | 
bit that socked this house. 
Weak link here was Russ Brown 
and his femme _ stooge. Brown 
bumps off the straight-away too 


| ducts in brilliant style. 


on cold, makes a little talk about 
| his work in Pittsburgh and raises 
the curtains to conduct the orches- 
tra. He made a favorable impres- 
sion, singing a few songs in like- 
able manner, spoofing ‘Crosby, Co- 
lumbo and Vallee,’ and acting as a 
spry, likeable m. c. Powell is here 
for a two weeks’ stay, after which 
he is booked for a short summer 
engagement elsewhere, and then he 
goes on to fulfill his contracts in 
Hollywood. 

After Powell, the Mastbaum Bal- 
let does a number with its hands 
and legs, still maintaining its rep 
for perfect precision. Allen and 
Canfield follow with a line of patter 
that won them a fairly good hand 
despite the indifference of a rain- 
soaked audience. 

Yorke and Johnson, a couple of 
songsters, in gypsy attire, on next 
for some vocal acrobatics, during 
which the back curtains part to dis- 
close a very haphazard gypsy scene. 
Ballet comes on for a short gypsy 
dance, the entire affair being care- 
lessly put together, and the girls 
showing a tendency to depend too 
much on their routine line work. 

Ritz Brothers close the show with 
some things that are new and a 
number that are old. Boys would do 
wisely if they eliminated the older 
tricks as they adopted the new ones. 
There is a good Mr. Hyde and 
Frankenstein skit that could be built 
up to a better finish, while the 
Charleston impersonations and the 
Scotch method of celebrating could 
be put away in camphor for a gen- 
eration. 

Milton Charles has a good tune 
in ‘Lullaby of the Leaves,’ which the 
orchestra helps him to put over, 
and then he goes into his exercises 
with the regular singing class 

Orchestra steps out of the fa- 
miliar routine with Mancinelli’s 
‘Cleopatra,’ which David Ross con- 
Waters. 


RKO, L. A. 


Los Angeles, June 18. 

Fourth week of Paul Ash had the 
band leader spending little time 
with his musicians, and giving most 
of it m.c’ing the flock of kids on the 
bill: School being out, RKO wants 
to cash in on the foot-loose and 
carefree juvenile trade _ before 





many times to detour in the bad-| 
taste mud. And those shady bits| 
are not getting the laughs he’s) 
sweating for. He gets his best re-| 
sults from jokes which didn’t make| 
this matronly audience feel uncom- | 
fortable. | 

In the overture slug Charles Pre- 
vin is still delivering a hotcha note 
in band directing. He’s doing the 
‘Raymond’ score this week and a 
k. o. Previn has the ability of con- 
veying the tempo of the music to 
the audience by means of his ges-| 
tures and gyrations. It comes un- 








high steel bar, balanced by the man 
on the stage: charming girl, Mila 
Marx, Playing all sorts of instru- | 
ments, and Benga, the negro, a good | 
dancer. 

Hertha Romanos leads 20 athletes, | 
forming pyramids. John Olms, the | 
watch and clock king, astonishes | 
with his bell ringing and juggling. | 
Os Walter Gers, two genuine Bra- 
zilian guachos, do class acrobatics, 
wearing grotesque masks. Jenny 
and Piccolo, two trick elephants. 
Jenny proved to be a good arithme- | 
tic ian and a good hairdresser—pro- 
vided the gentleman who was the 
customer did not have a headache 


atte rwards. Mary Blank juggled 
Peter Sache as conferencier. 
Magnus. | 


|}added to 


der the heading of showmanship. 
Three Fox and one Par newsclip 
‘Thunder Below’ (Par) as 
the feature totals the screen portion 
of the bill. rold. 


LOEW’S STATE, L. A. 


Los Angeles, June 17. 


Drawing like a new pipe, Ted 
Lewis started his return date at 
Loew's State Friday to holdouts 


and much enthusiasm from the s r- 
dined customers. Amid the hilarity 


'a Hearst picture critic wailed that 


he had to pay his way in, which is 
proof that business was pert. ‘Man , 
About Town’ the 


(Fox) will ride 


elsewhere. With a little more time 
for the adults on the bill, which 
house intends to do, show will get 
enough kid trade to be a clicker. 

House felt past bills have been a 
jittle too heavy on the music side, 
eo Ash had only a single number. 
Mickey Conte, juvenile accordionist, 
is going off the bill, and about 15 
minutes wiil be shaved from the 
kids and given to Charlie Leland 
and Harry Hume, comics. 

Acts were Cal Norris and mon- 
keys: Don Raymond, imitations; 
Jerry Mill, ukulele; Gareth Goplin, 
dancer; Huck and Tom, whistling 
and harmonica; Joyce Reimer, 
acrial and dancer, and Baby Alicc, 


singer. 


Baby Alice and Joyce Reimer 
were the class of the kids. Alice is 
billed as a vest pocket ‘Sophie 
Tucker,’ which is a break for Sophie 


as far as looks go. Joyce is doing 


a Dainty Marie, combined with 
singing and athletic dan¢ ing, which 
is much better than gencrally seen 


in a kid show. 

Setting was schoo] room with Ash 
waving a long board marker instead 
of the customary baton. 

Picture was ‘County Fair’ 


youngsters go off on vacations or | 


| 
| 
| 


rainy | 
| opening day sent the theatre off to 


show could just as well be built 
around King. 
Out of it all has evolved a stage- 
band policy with King along more} 
or less novelty lines, with amateurs 
mixed in with profs booked in the 
regular manner by Skouras., 
Up to now the house has been a 
regular vaude grind, using on aver- 
age five acts each half. Now, and 
probably from now on, it'll be pres- 
entations around King, who's stag- 
ing them, with whatever needed 
booked from the vaude lists, along 
with attractions from other 
such as radio that might fit in. 


close 


Fast-stepping Page Boys, who 
up the unit with a mighty 
punch, and the Lorraine Sisters are 
spot-booked for the house. Among 
others, most of the talent is in the 
semi-amateur class, with probably 
some vaudeville experience on the 
small time, excepting the WOR air 
act. 

Frank Rogers, colored ventrilo- 
quist, has been around in vaudeville. 


Working as a Pullman porter, he 
earries a valise which contains a 
baby dummy, the ventrilo gag being 


to do a crying baby. Rogers is ex- 
cellent at it. 

Another strictly novel and enter- 
taining singleton is Mac Murray, 


who sings a song while he chews up 
lighted cigarets, paper, and matches. 
His is a personality which along 
with development of his routine 
ought to set him in okay anywhere 
as a novelty single. 
Hit of show is an 


amateur who 


|} has been working with King’s band 


fields | 


He's Jones 
With a voice that reminds 
Rudy Vallee, he can hit 
without faultiness and 
has more vocal resonance, Prebble 
is a little shy on stage presence, 
but ought to develop in that direc- 


on recent amateur trys. 
Prebble. 

a little of 
high notes 


Starting off propitiously, it can’t! tion. 


be told how long the idea will last, 


if it does; but in one respect at least | OVer the air. 

the Skourases must be recognized | mike 
_ y > . _" 

as showmen. They are always ready| WOR turn doesn’t. 


to try anything once and give it 
chance. 

They built up Ed Lowry in St. 
Louis all by themselves. Perhaps 





| 


they'll build up Ted 
through the Audubon, 
are better than even. 


an erstwhile orchestra vaudevillian 
with an act known as The Diplo- 
mats. His start here was as an or- 
chestra conductor, and it isn’t many 
weeks back that all he 
of baton-waving was to announce 
acts on regulation vaude show. 

On current half, King’s stage 
show is ‘Radio Revels.’ It’s an ad- 
mixture of things ethereal and min- 
strel. A WOR novelty quartet, The 
New Yorkers, fits in with the idea 
nicely, King otherwise dressing it 
all up by playing interlocutor, with 
a couple black endmen and members 


did outside 


King similarly | 


The ghances | 


Before coming in here, King? was 


His voice would probably be great 
While Prebble uses a 
here, the New Yorkers’ 
In that respect 


up 


a|they’re entirely different from the 
average radio attraction. 
Quartet does a novelty number, 


with the bass singer contributing to 
|jintended laughs, Their harmony 
| work stands out strongly. 

Loretta Dennis, doing a soft-shoe 
with a xylophone number, and col- 
| ored song-dance team of Conway 
and Parks, each act scoring nicely, 
have that semi-amateur touch in 
presentation. But both will get 
there. Belle Rogers, wearing a 
white wig, is another specialty. Just 
fair. 

In between numbers, King works 
gags with his endmen. Show ran 58 
minutes Friday night, and whether 
it was sympathetic friends who ap- 
plauded most for the semi-amateur 
contingent or not, generally the unit 
succeeds in entertaining. 








‘For the Defense’ (Col) on the 
screen. Char. 





Lotteries 


(Continued from page 1) 


| fering honeymoons to trouble seek- 


ers and another store is giving 
away a car. All on lottery. 
Theatre wasn’t mad at the ex- 
cuse to get out of continuing the 
lottery because despite the free 
goods business was terrible last 
week. At one of the drawings there 
were but 200 tickets eligible and the 
second hand car was valued at $50. 


Ottawa, June 20. 

The Ontario authorities here have 
put a damper on giving away of 
radio, clocks and other prizes by 
theatres through the distribution of 
free coupons or prize tickets among 
patrons. In a test case in which a 
radio set and a large quantity of 
tickets were siezed, Judge G. E. 
Strike of Ottawa handed down 
judgment in which he found Ca- 
mille Bernier, manager of P. T. 
Legare Co., the firm providing the 
prizes, guilty of the charge of dis- 
posing of goods by mode of chance. 
A nominal fine of $10 and costs 
was imposed. 

The ruling affects all drawings, 
free or otherwise, and the distribu- 
or so-called gifts among theatre 
patrons, it is stated. 


Roxbury, Mass., June 20. 





| utilities; 


The Humboldt theatre will give 
free to certain patrons shares of 
stock listed on the New York Stock 
Exchange. 

The gifts have been designated as 
follows: Monday, rails; 
Wednesday, motors, 
Thursday, industrials. 

Detroit, 

The local prosecutor has 
action against local theatres in 
form of letters advising that 


20. 
taken 
the 


June 


|aways’ in any form are illegal and 


(Mono- | 


cram), Mickey McGuire comedy and | 


Pathe News opening. 


against the lottery law. Warning 
given that unless all stopped 
action will be taken with a penalty 
for conviction of two 
$1,000 fine. 
Give-aways have 
the two 
ave been = running 


Complaints to the 


are 
years 


been very 


preyv- 


alent for past years and 


unmolested 


prosecutgy, ilarry 


S. Toy brought forth the campaign 
to climinate them. 

All theatres have been offenders 
/with all but Publix promising to 


tion of merchandise as premiums | 


Tex in Montreal 


Texas Guinan will cart a troupe of 
28 people, mostly girls, to Montreal 
for a summer floor engagement at 
the Frolics cafe there. Opens June 
30. 

Tex is guaranteed 12 weeks at 
$3,500 per for herself and gang. Ez 
Keough and Jack Fine arranged the 
deal. 





RKO Employees’ Benefit 
Fund from 10c Pass Taxes 


Latest of the companies to estab- 
lish an employees’ benefit fund is 
RKO. It is planned on the usual 
basis, the fund to derive its pro- 
ceeds mostly from a 10c fee levied 
on all passes. 

New benefit fund will 
the former pension 
RKO operated for 
ployees only. 


supersede 
fund which 
old-time eme- 


STROUDS F & MM. C.’S 
Los Angeles, June 20. 
Stroud Twins, who closed here 
with the Al Jolson show in April, 
have been engaged by Fanchon & 


|Marco as m.c.’s for the Blanche 
Sweet unit. 
Leonidoff is staging. Unit opens 





! 
| 


Tuesday, ! 
and | 


| 


at Loew's State here July 1. 





ELLIOTT IN ST. CHARLES 
Chicago, June 20. 
Nan Elliott is booking the Arcada, 
St. Charles, lll. Playing three acts 
on the weekends. 
Miss Elliott is handling the house 


, direct, out of the local William More 


‘vive- | 


ana 


‘ 


ris office. 
St. Paul Split 


St. Paul, June 


2. 


Local RKO situation at the Ore 
pheum-Palace will be pepped up, 
according to orders from the home 
office, by shifting the full week 


combo policy to split week. 


The new idea starts July 2. 


a 


lav off. Publix nasn‘t replied as 
ve . 

The ‘Mirror,’ tab owned by the 
Chi ‘Trib’ interests, is giving away 
$25,600 in cash with theatres offere 


ing 4s high as $2,000 a week. 








| 
| 
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‘ Eddie Duchin Or Al Katz & Kitt 
. T B Wonder : ep 
: Merman reamed a> esmanie OS ‘ Connie's Inn Nut Clab 





Variety Bills 





NEXT WEEK (June 25) 
THIS WEEK (June 18) 


Numerals [n connection with bills below Ind.cate 
show, whether full or split week 


opening cay ef 


PALISADES PARE 
Taoow’s (256) 
leach, LaQuinlan 3 

Frank Shields 
DuBoise & Babhette 


Slim Timblia 


12 Hala Cycle @ 
W B Ritchie 
WASHINGTON 
Palace (25) 


Benny Davis Co 
(Others to fill) 











WARNER 





es a 














RKO 





NEW YORK CITY 
Palace (25) 

James Melton 

F & J Hubert 

Ann Codee 

Harold Stern Orch 

Mel Klee 

(Others to fill) 

18 


(18) 
Falis Reading & B 
Scooter Lowry 
Al Trahan 
Roxy Ens 





(18) 
Louis Mosconi 
Chas Melson 
Hill & Hoffman 
Duke Ellington Or 
CLEVELAND 
Paiace (25) 
Russian Revels 
Honey Boys 
Rosetta Duncan 
(18) 
Colby & Murray Rv 
Slate Bros 


co 








CHARLES V. 


Booking with Loew, 
Publix, 


Suite 701, 


Associates: 
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YATES AGENCY 
MATTY ROSEN, MGR. 


Radio, Talkies. 

1619 Broadway, New York 
Phone COlambus 5-0033 

Phil Coscia—Bert Lawrence 


KF. & M., Warner, 














George Beatty 
Lillian Shade 
Block & Sully 
Buddy Rogers 
Liazeed .Arabs 
Raymond Baird 
Coliseum 
lst half (25-28) 
Bobby Pincus 
(Others to fill) 
2d: half (29-1) 
Barney Rapp Orch 
(Others to fill) 
2d half (22-24) 
Jack Sterns Co 
3 Graces 
Wells & 4 Fays 
Hobart Bosworth 
Diamond Boys 


Or 


Fordham 
Ist half (25-28) 
Bert Walton 
(Others to fill) 
2d half (29-1) 
Bobby Pincus 
(Others to. fill) 
2d half (22-24) 
Crystal 3 
F.&+J Hubert 
White & Agnew 
Billy Glason 
Lew Pollock Co 
BROOKLYN 
Albee (25) 
Wells & 4 Fays 
AL Trahan 
(Two to fill) 
(18) 
Winnie & Dolly 
Hilton & Garon 
Henry Burbig Co 
Mills Kirk & M 
Living Jewelry 





Madison 
ist half (26-28) 
Bob Nelson 


Belle Bennett 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (29-1) 
Maker & Redford 
Sam Bernard Jr 
Irene Ricardo 
Jack Shea Orch 
(One to fill) 
2d half (22-24) 
8 Melfords 
Frawley & Brady 
Frances White 
Arnold & Fields 
Harold Stern Orch 
ALBANY 
‘Palace (25) 
Marcus Show 
(Others to fill) 
. (18) 


Lee & Sherr Bros 
Harrington Sis 
Lewis & Ames 
Bert Lytell Co 
Al K Hall Co 
ATLANTA 
Keith’s (25) 
Dance Olympics 
Fred Keating 
Howard Fine & H 
Beehee Fg ratte 
(1 


Cass 


Smith & Puck 
Fatty Arbuckle 
Irene Bordoni 
105th St. (25) 
Audrey ' Wyckoff 
Joe, Kelso 
Chas Melson 
Carli Freed Co 
’ 18) 
Kay Hamlin & K 
Brooks & Murray 
Singer's Midgets 
NVER 
Keith's (25) 
Lee & Harris 2 
Victor Oliver 
Nan Halperin 
Mack & Owen 
(18) 
Benny Meroff Orch 
(Others to fill) 
DES MOINES 
Paramount 
Ist half (22-24) 
3 Bredwins 
Pearce & Velie 
(One to fill) 
2d half (29- 1) 
Burroughs & Berke 
Jackson & Gardner 
(One to fill) 
INDIANAPOLIS 
Lyric (25) 
Cogert & Motte 
Mae Wynn 4 
Faber & Ford 
Hilton Sis 
Tex McLeod 
Geraldine & Joe 
KANSAS CITY 
Keith’s (25) 
Ebony Follies 
Healy & Cross 
W & G Ahern 
A & M Havel 
(18) 
6 Avalons 
Hal Neiman 
Donatella Broa Co 
Barry & Whitlege 
LITTLE ROCK 
Pulaski (25) 
Johnny Dove Co 
Edith Bow 
Harry J Conley 
Dawn Sis & Cad'rx 
: (18) 
Vernon Rathburn 
Nelson & Knight 
Don Zelaya 
Roy & Romero Ry 
LOS ANGELES 
Orpheum (25) 
Bill Robinson Rev 
(Others to fill) 
(18) 


Olsen & Johnson 
(Others to fill) 
LOUISVILLE 
Rialto (265) 
Paul Yocan Co 
Heller & Riley 
T Brown & 6 Bros 
Frank Devoe 
(One to fill) 
MEMPHIS 
Loew's 





Chapelle & Carlt'n 
Krugel & Robles 


Ist half (23-26) 
Van Cello & Mary 








TOP 





DESPITE DEPRESSION 
STILL ON 


the Heap 
JACK POWELL 


Still 
Care of LEDDY & SMITH 


PER 


Nelson & Knight 


Colby & 
Don Zelaya ( 


Murry Rev 
18) 


Roy & Romero Ryvy/| Ralph Olsen Co 
(18) Ada Brown 
Dance Olympics Ben Bernie Orch 
Fred Keating SAN FRANCISCO 
Howard Fine & H Orpheum (25) 
Beehee & Rubyatte|? French Missea 
OAKLAND June Carr 
Keith’s (25) Nick Lucas 
Reems Rio & K West & McGinty 
Gracie Barry (18) 
Larry Rich Reems Rio & K 
(18) Gracie Barry 
Rill Robinson Rev ; Larry Rich 
(Others to fill) SCHENECTADY 
OMAHA Keith’s (25-28) 


Keith's (25) 
Benny Meroft Orch 


Withers & Moran 
(Others to fill) 


(Others to fill) TITLE 
(18) Keith’s (25) 
Ebony Folties 3 Cossacks 
Healy & Cross Cole Bros 
W & G Ahern Harris 2 & & 
A & M Havel Sid Marion 
PATERSON Wahletka 
Kegent (18) 
Ist half (25-28) Lya & Wolf 
Edith Karen Co Don Santo & Exile 


Harrington Sis 
Owen McGivney 
Milton Berle 
Madeline Kileen 
2d half (29-1) 
Raynor’ Lehr 
Hay & Sabia 
Paul Keist 
Owen Moore 
Joe Morris Co 
2d fralf (22-24) 


Evans & Mayer 
Bobby May 
Jones & Peggy 
SfoOUX CITY 
Orpheum 
Ist half (25-27) 
Clemens-Belling Co 
Van & Vernon 
Donatella Bros Coe 
ST. PAUL 
Keith’s (25) 





Loret & Bert Jimmy Burchill Co 

Eddie: Garr Neal Sis 

Danny Duncan Co Johnny Perkins 

Leedom & Stamper| Rath Bros 

Ross Wyse Jr Co (18) 

TLAND Clemons Belling Co 

Keith’s (25) Al Abbott 

Lya & 0 Joe Herbert Ce 








RYAN and NOBLETTE 


Al Boasberg—We are now at the 
Earl, Phila:—Tim. 








Bobbie May Harrison & Elmo 
Don Santo & H«ie |B & R Goman Rev 
Evans & Mayer TORONTO 
Dave Jones & P Hippodrome (18) 
(18) Mangean Intern’ls 


DeW'lf M’'tc'lf & F 
Madeline Patrica 

Raymond Wilbert 
Fred 


Jack Pettit & B 
Lamb & Bellit 
Leon Janney 


Sanborne McLallen & Sarah 
Golden Blondes TRENTON 
PROVIDENCE Capitol 
Keith’s (25) Iet half (25-28) 
Loret & Bert 
Crystal 3 


Herman Hyde & M 


Ralph Oisen Co Hay & Sabin 


Harry Savoy 


Ben Bernie. Ba | Nerd rr 
(18) Joe Morris Co 


Fiesta’ of Mexice 
Gus & Will 

Bob Ripa 

Boyce & Marsh 
Bert Walton Co 


ROCHESTER 

Keith’s (25) 
Model Bakers 
Jack Pettet & B 
Al K Hall Co 


2d half (29-1) 
Ed Blum Co 
Casa & Lehn 
Lew Pollock Ce 
Lander Bros 
Don Valerio 

2d half (22-34) 
Eddie & Peggy 
Ralph Rogers 
James Kirkwood 














Hobart Bosworth J & K Lee 
trek 
NEW YORK CITY, Harry Losee 
Capitol (23) ASTORIA 
3 Sailors Triboro 
Harold Wright Ist half (25-28) 
Hal Roy Ethel Morris Co 


(Two to fill) Radcliff & Rogers 
Rita Royce Co 


evard 
Ist half (25-28) (Two to fill) 


>. 


Rit 

Ist halt rE 5-28) 
Marty Ingram 

2d half (29-1) 
Geo D Washington 
Brems Fitz 

Ist half (18-21) 
Marie & Pals 
Renard & Rome 
Corinne’s Stars 
Stuart & Lash 
Glorious Girls 
2d half (22-24) 
Marcy Bros & B 
Merrill Lee 
Gloom Chasers Rv 
Clyde Hager 
Gerber’s Gaieties 
JAMAICA 
Alden (25) 
Geo D Washington 
Seed & London 
JERSEY CITY 
Staniey (25) 
Cab Calloway Ce 
(Others to fill) 
(17) 
5 Elgins 
Cherry Bl’ss'm & J 
Wiest & Stantoa 
Joe Penner 
Earl Lindsey 
PHILADEI PHIA 

Earle (25) 
Jack Usher Ce 
Bob Nelson 


(18) 
Blumberg’s Ce 
Loma Worth 
Ryan & Noblette 
Buster Shaver 
Brems Fitz & M 


Gould's Co 
Masibaum (24) 

Dick Powell 

Songwriters on P 

J & M Mason 

(17) 

Yorke & Johnsoa 

Dick Powell 

Alen & Canfield 

Ritz Bros 

Lucky 7 3 
WATERBURY 


Strand (18) 
Vardell Bros 
3 Sunshine Girls 
Bert Mathews Ce 
Johnny Berks 
Murray Lane Co 
Fred Pisano 
Eloise Bennett Co 

WASHINGTON 

Earle (24) 
Kitaros 
4. Queens 
Herman Timber 
Jordon & Wood 


Edgar Bergen 
Rita Royce 











Swor & Goode 
Wilfrid Dubois 
Jack Lester 
Lucille 
Sunkist Ens 
BOSTON 
Metropolitan (28) 
‘Chains’ 
Gold & Raye 
Paul Mall 
Frank Stever 
Karels & Kay 
Georgene & Henry 
Sunkist Ens 
BROOKLYN 
Fox (25) 
‘Town & Country’ 
Brox Sisters 
Niles 
Novak & Fay 
Mildred Perlee 
Lewis 2 
Sunkist Ena 
T¥FALO 
Buffalo (25) 





Earl Lindsey Rev Clim Edwards 
ATLANTA Betty Fraser 
Fox (25) Johnny Bryant 
‘Manhattan’ [I Crawford & Caskey 
Jack Sidney Markert Ens 


MEMPHIS 
State (25) 
‘Slavique’ 
Sam Heara 
4 Clovers 
Brock & Thompson 
Pallenberg’s Bears 
Patsy Marr 
Laurell & Ted 
La Vonne Sweet 
Sunkist Ens 
MILWAUKEE 
Wisconsin (25) 
‘Mystery’ 
J & P Michoa 
Duval 
Wynn Wayne 
Sunkist Ens 
NEW HAVEN 
Paramount (25) 
‘Reflections’ 
A Robbins 
Marietta 
PWard & Pinkie 





‘Star Night’ 
Betty Compson 


Don Neece 
Olga Chalmers Bal 





tOLLs 


Try My LIQUID 8 





LABORATORY 
6 Bridge St., New Rochelle, N. Y,. 


TRIES 


UNTAN—$! .00—$.75 








Danny Beck 

Consuelo Gonzales 

Paul Jones 

Steve Savage 

Anna Chang 

Judy & Cherog 

Julian Hall 

Roy Bradley 

Dorothy June 

CHICAGO 

Chicago (28) 

‘Tahiti’ 

Reri 

Bernardo De Pace 

Celine Lescar 








DR. JULIAN SIEGEL 


1560 Broadway 


This Wk.: Mrs. joe Cook; Chas. Freeman 


OFFICIAL DENTIST TO THE N. V., A. 


Gresham & Blake 
Park & Clifford 
Gus Elmore 
Sunkist Ens 
Tivoli (25) 

‘Impressions’ 

4 Mills Bros. 
Natacha Nattova 











Estelle, Jane & I 
Walter Dare Wahl 
(Three to fill) 

-2d- half (29-1) 
Dan Galvin 
Rita Royce Co 
(Three to fill) 


Orpheum 
Ist half (25-28) 


2d half (29-1) 
Belle Blanche 
Clark & Verdi 
Mazzone & Keane 
(Two to fill) 

BALTIMORE 

Century (25) 
Stone & Vernon 


Cardini 
Dauntléss McCann Sis 
Meryl & Lane, Russell & A 
Lee, Lee, Lee & Lee} Russell Hicks 
Clark & Verdt BOSTON 
(One to fill) Keith's (25) 


2d half (29-1) Jimmy Savo 

















Frank Libuse Primrose Semon 
;OSTON Marty May 
Keith’s (25) A Friedland Co 
On Wah Tr 


King Bros & Cully 
Alice Joy Co 

Carl Shaw Co 
Bverett Marshall 
Herb Williams 

(18) 

Jack Gwynne Co 
Coscia & Verdi 
Jack Whiting Co 
James Barton 


BUFFALO 
~ Peg ye (25) 
& G Falls 
hatie Garr 
Georges Carpentier 
‘Fatty’ Arbuckle 
Blossom & June 
(18) 
Joe Mandes 3 
Frank Hunter & P 
Adelaide Hall 
Buster West Co 
Porcelain Romane 


CEDAR RAPIDS 
Paramount 

Ist half 5-27) 

3 Bredwins 

Jackson & Gardner 

(One to fill) 
CHICAGO 
Palace (25) 

6 Avalons 

Ada Brown 

Wills & Davis 

Phil Baker 

Whiteside A & B 


2d half (30-2) 
Chapelle & Carit'n 
Krugel & Robles 
Ruiz & Bonita 
Frank Libuse 

MINNEAPOLIS 

Keith’s (25) 
Large & Morgner 
Sibylla Bowan 
Milt Douglas Co 
Peter Higgins 
| White & Manning 
| (18) 





| Jimmy 


Burchill Co 
|; Neal Sis 
| Rath Bros 
Johnny Perkins 


NASHVILLE 
Princess (24) 
Local 4 
Pat Daly Co 
| Gus Muleay 
.7 Lois Torres Go 
| NEWARK 
| Keith’s (25) 
_B ee & Aylse Cerf 
} ernice & VForan 
ert Lytell Co 
7 & K Lee 
Ferry Corwey 
(18) 
Snoozer Jr 
Welcome Lewis 
Joe Browning 
NEW ORLEANS 
Keith’s (25) 
Vernon Rathbura 


oS 





Stuart & Lash 
Glorious Girls 
(Three to fill) 
Paradise (24) 
‘Rio Rita’ 
Maidie & Ray 
Allen & Kent 
Kitty Carlisle 
Allan Waterous 
David Malien 
Farle Hampton 
Joyce White 


Peg Leg Bates 
4 Vanderbilt Boys 
Harrison & Fisher 
(One to fill) 
Orpheum (25) 
Earle Nelson 
Bob Robinson 
George Sidney 
Gierak’s Miracles 
(One to fill) 
CHICAGO 
Oriental (24) 


Raye Ellis & La R|{ Joe Griffin 
(One to fill) Stella Power 
BROOKLYN F D'Amore Co 
Gates Avenue JERSEY © ITY 
Ist half (25-28) Iaow's (25) 
Monroe & Grant | Cab Calloway Or 








| Merrill Falk Co |} (Others to fill) 
| Renard & Rome | MEMPHIS 
Paddy Cliff® Orch | Taew's (25) 
One to fill) | Chappella & Cc 
2d half (29-1) | Kkrugel & Robles 
| Meryl & Lane Ruiz - Bonita 
‘olling & Peterson ‘rank ibuae 
Three to. fill) MONTREAL 
Metropolitan (25) | laoew'sa (25) 
King, King & King} David & Glass 
loe Phillips Co | Bernard & Henry 
Rob Murphy |; Carl Emmy's Pets 
Fr & M Britton Oo Clifford & Marion 


(One to filly 
Valencia (24) 
Dorothy Co 
Yorke & King 
Carol Athertoa 


iD & BW Barstow 
NEWARK 


State (25) 





Hiarry Rose 


4 Flushers 
Du Calions 
Joe Rose 
Corinne 
Sunkist Eng 
Uptown (28 
‘Exotique’ 
P & N Ghezai 
Lynn Cowan Co 
Ramon & Virginia 
Sunkist Ens 
CINCINNATI 
Albee (25) 
‘Parasois’ 
Sheldon & Frayne 
Capt. Willie Mauss 
Boyce Combe 
Mignone 
Chas. Barnes 
Sunkist Eng 
DES MOIN 
Paramount ( 
‘Discoveries’ 
Morro & Yacconelli 
Stadler, Rose 
Paul Howard 
Bunny Bronson 
Ruth Layne 


Carol Bergman tT Weissmuller Mark Pepper 

Alberto Carillo Tack Pepper Keene 2 

Chas Pittinger Madeline Berle Ken Syner 

Chas Mast 4 Diving Girls DETROIT 

Wm Lorraine Mack, Harold & B Fox (25) 
State (25) Jeanne Devereaux Gobs of Joy itn Ber’ 

Nelson's Elephants DETROIT ‘Pat’ West 

Glen & Jenkins Michigan (25) Tee, Port & B 

Arthur Tracy Chaney & ox Pablo 

| Nell Kelly Al Norman Elmer Herling 


Rose Marie Cartee 
Myrna Modie 
Sunkist Ens 
HOLLYWOOD 
Pantages (2 
Edwards’ St 
Eddie Bruce 
4 Albee Sis 
sill Aronson 
Kay Fayre 
Tony Pagliacd 
John Tio 
LOS ANGEL 
Loew's State (24) 
Iibangi’ 
Gilda Gray 
Roy Cummings Geo 
Fields & Belli 
Crosby Bros 
MADISON 
Orpheum (2 
Rhapsody in Rhyt’ 





Wilson Kepple & B} Barto & Mann 


Billy Gray 


Sunkist Ens 


NEW ORLEANS 
State (25) 
‘Stitch in Time’ 
J & J McKenna 
Tommy McAuliffe 
56 De Card 
Harriet Mortimer 
Topsy Lee 
Carla Torney CG 
OAKLAND 
Paramount (24) 
‘Birthday Party’ 
Sylvia Clark 
Lassiter 
Morgan & Stone 
Bobby Kuhn 
Sylvia Sharp 


PHILADELPHIA 
Fox (25) 
‘Cherry Blossoms 

Frank Gaby 
.Eno Tr 
Dorothea 
Jue Fong 
Sunkist Ens 
PORTLAND 
Paramount (25) 
‘Buddies’ 
Burke & Olivette 
Les Everson 
Jack Irwin 
John McAvoy 
SAN DIEGO 
Fox (26-28) 
Ted Lewis Rd 
(Others to fill) 
SAN FRANCISCO 
Fox (24) 
‘Desert Song’ 
Perry Askam 
Elvira Tanzi 
Chas Boyle 
John Merkyl 
Nennétte Vallos 
Jean Woodside 
Bob McCoy 
John Wagner 
BATTLE 
Fifth Ave. (25) 
‘Mickey & M Mouse’ 
Roy Rogers 
Sanna & IJI.oomis 
Foster & Van 
Monty & Carmo 
Toots Novelle 
ST. LOUIS 
Fox (25) 
‘Chicago Fair-EBst’ 
Bayes & Speck 
Nadine 
Russian Canine 
Beth Lewis 
Carlyle Bennett 


Picture Theatres ~ 








NEW YORK CITY) Rubinofft 
Paramount (17) Clark & Thompson 
Paul Whiteman Bd} ‘Thunder _ Below’ 
Mildred Bailey BUFFALO 
Jack Fulron Buffalo (17) 
Goldie Ramona Veils’ 
Red Norvo Dorothy Mackailt 
Red Mackenzie Neil Miller 


M'tgomery & MoD 

Zelda Santley 

Ted Claire 

‘Thunder Below’ 
CHICAGO 
Chicago (24) 

‘H’w’'d Comes to C’ 

Ken Murray 


Janie & Junior 
Rhythm Boys 
‘Thunder Below’ 
Roxy (17) 
‘Friars Frolic’ 
Rooney & Pat 34 
Marion Bent 
Harry Hershfield 


Georgie Price a 

’ ‘En Armids 

Jans & Whalen | Milton Charlestom 
Toe Howard Bines Girls 
Eddie Miller Rig i 8 
Gomez & Winona sn 


‘Blue Waves’ 





‘Week Ends Only Dolores Eddy & D 
BROOKLYN Serge Flash 
Paramount (17) Phelps 2 
Ed Lowry ‘Love Is a Racket’ 





LONDON 


Week of Tune 20 


Canterbury M. H. | Haig & Escoe 
Ist half (20-22) NEW CROSS 
Haig & Escoe Empire 
7 Elliotts 
2d half (23-26), | Dr, Raymond 
Bower & Rutherfa@| Pender’ Tr 
Herskind 





Melvilles . 
BRIXTON tupert Ingalese 
Astoria Alvaretti & Jose 
Non-stop Cabaret Olracs . 
CLAPTON aereee Glen 
Rink ris are 
Ist half (20-23) | Scotch Kelly 
Lowdini Kinema 


4 Bennos 
2d half (23-26) 
Juggling Rettos 


ist half (20-22) 
Mile Levanda Co 
Golden 4 


ve ae 2d half (23-26) 
EAST HAM Lesjie Strange 
Premier 


Albert & Renee 
Ist half (20-22) oot aoe 





Leslie Strange OLD KENT ROAD 
Delfont & Roko Astoria 
2d half (23-25) Hylton Bad 





JEROME MANN 


Just gave auditions for four benefits, 
was told to get a sexy girl with a sock 
specialty. 





Wright & Marion 
Jules Cheroy & Ptr 
EDGEWARE RD. 


PECKHAM 

Palace 

ist half (20-23) 

Wright & Marion 

Reid Sis & Ross 

2d half (22-26) 
Bob Barlow 

Delfont & Toke 
Tower 


Gran 
Ist half (20-23) 
Bob Barlow 
Syd Royce & Ptnr 
2d half (23-25) 
Harry Wulson 
Moran & Elof 


FINSBURY PARK 
Astoria 

Jack Hylton Bd 
Empire 

Rico’s Bd 

Rebla 

Lily Long 

Larry Kebble 

Veddie & Franklin 

Clifton & Vellette 

Rego 2 

HAMMERSMITH 
>, 


ace 
Dudley's Midget's 
Act Superb 
KILBURN 
Grange 
Ist half (20-2 
Harry Wulson 
Moran & Elof 
2a half (23-26) 
Syd Royce & Ptnr 
Golden 4 
MILE END 


Empire 
ist half (20-22) 
Juggling Retters 


Ist half (20-23) 
Reno & Andy 
Rusty & Shine 

2d halt 
Kirkwhite & A 
Lioyd & Hill 
STAMFORD HILL 

Regent 
Seymour's Co 

STRATFORD 

Broadway 

1st half (20-23) 
Kirkwhite & A 
8 Grafton Girls 

2d half (23-26) 
Mile Levanda Co 
8 Grafton Girls 

STREATHAM 
Astoria 
Max & Eddie 
3 Pirates 
Robt Algar 
Olive Deimar 
TOTTENHAM 


Palace 
Ist half (20-22) 
Bower & Rutherf’d 
Melvilles 











Daly Sis 2d half (23-26) 
2d half (23-26) 4 Bennos 
Reld Sis & Rose Mamie Soutter 
HARRY SAVOY 


“KOMEDY KUTUPP” 


Dir. LEDDY & SMITH 











PROVINCIAL 


Week of June 20 








BIRMINGHAM GLASGOW - 
Empire Empire 
Mitluko Anglorian Hussars 
Allan & Gordon Danny Lipton $ 

Morris & Cowley Russ Carr 


Jack Ia Dair Mr Thomas 


Sam Mayo Bogannys 

Joyce & Shield Doris Ashton 

Nora Bancroft Fanjacks 

Newtons Fred Miller 

Revnell & West HULL 

7 Hindustans Palace 
BRADFORD Mills & Bobbie 
Alhambra 


Jones & Thomas 
Helen Binnie 
Peter Fannan 
Raie De Costa 
Tom Fagan 


Talbot & O'Farrell 
Norman Clare 
Vedras 

Jim Jessiman 


Yeomans & Starr 


> "ti 
Pickford Sis a 
Seikin @ Gira | Horabirg Troe 
4 . 
Lily Moore LEEDS 
Claude Lester Paramount 


‘Pyjamaland’ 
Plaza Tiller Girls 
Rogers & Lascelles 


CARDIFF 
Capitol 
Devitt & Browning 





Lucille & Laverne 
16 Chicago Fairest 
TORONTO 
Imperial (25) 

‘Clean Up’ 
Mills & Shea 
Rhythmettes 


Alexander Callam 
Jimmy Hadreas 
Verna, Sylvia & R 
Sunkist Ens 
VANCOUYV fs 
Orpheum (25) 


‘Peabody Show’ 
Tom & Hank 
Martha Vaugha 
Jack & Jerry 
Jessie Draper 
Joy Boys 

Mary & Marge 














Empire Jean Joan & Jill 
Hintoni Bros NEWC ASTLE 
Donald Stuart Paramount 
24 Breezy Babes Day & Naylor 

DUBLIN SHEFFIELD 
Capitol Emptre 

Gerlys & Lysia Red Fred 
Stan Stafford Clapham & Dwyer 
Peter Bernard Daimler & Eadie 

EDINBURGH Olive Gilbert 
Empire I.ea Donn 
P Mackey's Bd Rafka Stanley & M/ 
Gladdy Sewell Kenealy ‘Sis 
A J Power Melburn 

| Duncan Gray SOUTHAMPTON 
| Ruby Sis Empire 
| Stevens & Him El Ray & Lady 
| Finlay .. Andrea 3 Virginians 
Culpitt Glenrose Michel & Arnova 
| 
| Cabaret Bills 

NEW YORK CITY 
Beaux Arts Grace Mitchell 
Ruth Goodwin Louis Barsont 
Ivon Bouvier Countess Barsonl 


Lee Gibson 


Central P’k Casino 
Betty Wilson 


Veloz & Yolanda 


Don Redmond Or 


4 Eton Boys 
Louise Cook. 


Nutsy Fagan 


Cora Green Vie Dunne 
Mae Alex Joan Sennett 
Baby Cox Walsh Bros 


Glennie Cheesman 
Paul Meeres 
Snakehips Tucker 
Lois Deppe 
Willie Jackson 
Bon Bon Buddies 
Joan Sennett 
Arthur Wilson 
Jerry Bergen 
Lew Dolgofft 
Tracy & Vinette 
Enoch Light Orch 
Oakland’s Terrace 
Calif Ramblers 
Burns & Swanson 
Sylvia & Lee 
Frances Mildren 
Keller Sis 
Ada Winston 
Gertrude Niesen 
Georgie Tapps 
Snooks Ramblers 
Old Vienna 
Florie Hutchison 
Gregory Grestrow 
6 Prater Singers 
Helen Polka Co 
Al Belasco 
Bela Loblov Orch 


Cotton Club 
Dan Healy 


Billie Lane 

Ira Belle Rose 

3 Crane Sis 

3 Taylor Sis 
Casper & Lake 
Bobbie Tremaine 
Cook Sis 

Ia Belle Rose 
Enoch Light Orch 


Rainbow Inn 
Chris Pender 
Selma King 
Rudolph & Calcite 
Al Goldman 
Honey Maye 
Frankie Freda 

Russian Arts 


Joe Morantz Orch 
Voa Trogzento 
Barra Birs i 
Natalya Davis 
Misha Usanoff 
Helen Kazanovsa 
Enoch Light Orch 
Show Place 
Sammy Walsh ‘ 
Sylvia Miller 
Eddie Joyce 
Val Vesto 
Kitty O’ Dare 
Sydney Hawkins 


Or 











A 
LEDDY & SMITH 


DREAM 


RAYMOND BAIRD 
$1,000 
A WEEK 














Side “Ward 

‘ora La Redd 
Henri Wessel 
Swan & Lee 
Anise Boyer 

Roy Atkins 

Pete Peaches & D 
Brown & McGraw 
Lou Dolgoft 
Nicholas Bros 





Se 


Mildres & Maurice 
Jean St John 
Betty & Andre ' 
Rita White { 
Village Barn 
Reilly & Comfort 
Pope & Thompson 
Bernjce Short 
Eimer Turner 





c Jimmy Baskette 
Leitha Hill Bobby Sawyer 
Cab Calloway Orch | norman Astwood 

’ * * 4 Blazes 
H’ligw'a Restaur’t Alma Smith 
Dorls Eaton Crockett M’'tneers 
Harriet Hilliard Ted Faith & Kris 
Folies Bergere G’la| Emily Day 
Frank Hazard Babs Perkins 
Dolores baad Sh'riff J’sh Medders 
3 Speed B'shf'l H'k Warrea 
Caesar & Mimi Teddy Black Orch 

CHICAGO 

Cafe De Alex Ercelle Sis 
Maria Alvarez Eari Burtnett Or 
Enrico Clousie Frolics 
Stanley & George | rddie Clifford ’ 


Leonara Padilla 
Gorde Birch Orch 


College Ina 
4 Abbotteers 
Manfred Gotthelf 
Al Williams 
Horton Spurr 
Joe Sanders: Orch 


Dells 


Rite Bros 

H & J Torrence 
Gus Arnheim Orch 
Edgewater Beach 
Irene Taylor 
Stanley Jacobson 
Dusty Roades 
Emil De Solvi 
La Maye & Louise 
Charlie Agnew Or 


“Lincola Tavern 


Vernon Rickard 
Baron & Blair 


PDonna & Darrell 
Lillian Barnes 
Ruby Shaw 
Yvonne Morrow 
George Devron Of 
Paramount Club 
Joe Alien ! 
Lottie Kroll ‘ 
Jinette Vallon 
Julia Lyons } 
Sid Lang Orch \ 


Terrace Garden 


Cafton Libby & EK 

Florrie O'Day 

Joe Cassidy 

Tex Morrisey 

F Masters Orch 
Vanity Fair 

Jack White 

Julia Gerity 

Rose & Ray Lyte 

Genevieve Tigh { 

Leo Wolf Orch 











120 Agents, 150 Acts 





(Continued from page 1) 


income at 5% commish down to $30. 

The $2,000 weekly steady incomes 
for RKO agencies in the past and 
which were not uncommon up to 
this scason, are no more, Come- 
missions for all the agents at the 
permitted 5% rate don't reach $4,000 
in any one week. 

Instead, the top 
mish grosses have slipped well un- 
der $1,000. The four or five offices 
that formerly led in weekly com- 
mission checks are doing less than 
50% of the business that was theirs 
a year ago, with the lesser agents, 
excepting a couple of booking office 
favs, suffering proportionate de- 
clines. 

It is generally believed on the 
floor than in some weeks under 
present conditions as many as 75 of 
the 120 floor reps don’t draw any- 
thing for their efforts. Two seasons 
ago a commission check amounting 
to $4.30 drawn by one agent set a 
new low record and was considered 
an accident. 


$9 or Nuthin’ 


—_—_—_— 


agencies’ com- 
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duction. Another arrived with & 
total investment of $9. 

The show that came in for noth- 
ing was ‘Hired Husband’ at the Bi- 
jou, New York. Robert Sterling is 
responsible fo; this financial leger- 
demain, but won't tell how he did it, 

Shoestringing has ¢cnd always 
will be a part of legit, but it’s be- 
come an art that surpasses anything 
in the past. A first rank producer 
declares, ‘We'll all be shoestringing 
it next fall,’ 
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itteng : 
| Winchell Doubted That it Would Last aes sae J al Bw C lumni ts K 
| ’ } €aidus ay UO StS Neep 
L. A. Dime House Now on 24-Hour 
B t ( | 171 ne i 
. ut Columnizing Is arm oving with Charges or Socks 
Los Angeles, June 20. 
a 
- Sideiplnibiilacnity * Banner theatre, Main street 10- cenaanayetentnestiiniil 
| . L 9 D cent picture house, went 24-hour} ? 
rch Since the day ge “a —— oop s ry Horrors grind last week giving Los Angeles | Bridge Scores The dish-it-out-but-can't-take-it 
an ally discovered the reader value o ad its first all-night picture house. : ick 
y esip column Walter Winchell Eat # grt. ne q eae idea from the flickers, plus the 
a ¢ ’ : a ee : anagement claims business is | : , sh on 
nlctte —ex-hoofer, gagster and polisher- Bn Chicago, June 20. good, Boys in hard luck would Since their attorneys advised ballyhoo that you-can’t-slug-a-re- 
| ; off of Broadway nifties—has been With Chicago, ae 8 by-prod- [rather sit up all night for a dime|| Owners of speakeasies to use porter is having its open season 
‘ expecting to have to go out and wer of the political conventions, |than pay the same amount for a receptacles for hard _ liquor, on Broadway these days with the 
ose find a new routine. suddenly become the battle- bed in a flop joint. other than the printed labeled : aT all : 1 
oe A year, possibly two, it was said, front of the wets and drys, the es ll Sa ee bottles in which they come, columnists knee deep in personal 
hoe would span the life of his column. latter resurrected in a couple various identifying schemes tiffs, physical and otherwise. 
eg Ore ES Bes ime ¢ ar- of loop stores a propaganda bd ? ? have cropped up ; 1 ist’ sock, r iv 
yt The new style of reporting, a par oat i F Fl 0 ave cropped up. One columnist’s sock, received at 
ut vyenu of respectable journalism, stunt of pre-prohibition days. riars urries ver An east side speak, however, a Long Island roadhouse, is eclipsed 
al couldn’t last. Many people said so. Fronts were plastered with | . T L has the following system: only by the rivalry between two 
rch Winchell, himself, agreed that it banners and one-sheets carry- || Sharing erms Leaves hen a customer asks for radio columnists. One accuses the 
7 might be a flash in the pan—but not ing the old hegre and se “y reson re other for lots of things with both 
> an. It would crackle and warnings against booze and M D es D btf | abeled ‘3 Hearts.’ Rye whiskey ptctn es ‘ffPare harcaa >a di 
Se exis it lasted. inside each spot were tableaux ore at ou t u || is identified as ‘2 Spades.’ echoing ie olen gyi = Se 
That was eight years ago. Since depicting the horrors that re- — | Asked what signified gin, the coming in for irate acorn from cer- 
ns then the flash has spread to a size- peal would bring back. Heated discussions in the Friars | barkeep answered: ‘One Club. |tain broadcasting artists or their 
a able conflagration, fanned by imi- Admission was free, but in- || over the sharing by members in the | ome to peg we ier representatives because of the off- 
— tations trat flared up all over the terest negligible. | Frolic at the Roxy threatened the} saci . os ie om hee scam sice personality stuff they indulge 
country. ae oe that rng nie | peace of the club. Late last week EE in. The radio chatterers’ idea, or 
for colorful phrases w whic ra) 















































with the show held over, the dif- | 

















desire for personal impression, has 


describe Broadway, found Broad- 500 to 700 Apply ferences were still a matter of dis- | . . led them into very personal nota- 
way's identity bared by clipped, ° cussion. L. A. Bookies Grabbing tions which, it is reported, have had 
unselfconscious reporting of the Daily to 6th Ave. Gross at the Roxy was close to e e their kickbacks from their editors. 
activities of Broadway. The news $56,000. More had been expected | Four-bit Bets with The dailies are said to be opposed 
went in as gossip, it came out as ; 


the reflection of an age, a national 





Agencies fer Jobs 











| by the clubmen, but the final shar- 
|\ing plan agreed on approximated a 














Two-Bit Parleys Next 





























to any such further intimate stuff. 
The personality stuff has also led 






































— arose 1 os ee eee Gee ei |week’s salary to each principal. to some of the radio chatterers be- 
aly Lge Maaeegnong byerenge Bren phen Sixth Avenue, New York, other- | That, the players insisted was due ing threatened physically. The 
of his ye at ¢ SKS § ‘ tah dan. wcmnl . . i a 
for hot tips that subsequently broke wise known as Unemployment Lane, | them after rehearsing for w eeks Los Angeles, June 20. other columnists, in turn, are tak 
J f ‘ ro t ; t ished elh f ’ f aie t s.,|and appearing at the Metropolitan Local bookmakers are currently | !"8 it out on certain radio press- 
. { in rival shee 8, as on s] a = a as scores of employmen agencies | when the annual Beolic netted the bp eons ' * |agents who are alleged to be in- 
a = ogre seer by initiating a) dotting it from 42nd to above 50th lclub $13,000. Some non-playing | ®ittins the low acale sae of all times. | netween on this sudden wave of 
pson vogue in journalism. street. They look like army recruit-| Friars questioned a revised per- |About 30 of the Spring Street boys | corporal punishment. The p.a.’s as 
The First 10 Years ing stations in wartime. icentage to the club itself from the|are battling it along any and every |a result are being chastised by get- 
} 
ite How long that phase will last According to agency sources, an | Roxy date and that started some-|jine trying to keep open. Most of|ting nothing into certain eolumns 
004 Winchell cannot prophesy. William | average of from 500 to 700 people | thing. them are making only enough to for that reason. 
Bolitho once told him that any|a day apply for jobs. Their chances| Arrangement with the Roxy WAS | nay their wire charges. Bodyguard 
ere trend of writing that could endure) of getting anything at all are 100) 221% of the gross, the Friars end Anything over a $2 bet is impor- One radio chatterer always 
we 10 years was well on the way to} to 1, according to the ratio of jobs| totaling about $12,600. Some in the|tant money. Shills for the bookies| carries a bodyguard where 
perpetuating its own style. At that/ against the number of applicants. | minstrel first part circle received|are canvassing the office buildings |there’s liable to be stew stuff, or 
dders rate, the current mode of column-| Among the better class agencies, | $100, others getting $75 while the| offering all sorts of inducements to | where hes likely to encounter an- 
+t ay izing has two years to £0 to prove placement of 10 people a day from principals were on percentage boys who ean steer business. other columnist. This columnist 
if it is a transitory fad or a per-| negligible jobs up, is very high. which originally amounted to 51% Martyr has twice stated that he was not-so- 
manent expression that will con- The average agency now about) of the attraction’s share. While it 4 " playfully being shoved towards a 
tinue to sustain reader interest. classes as a lounging spot for hun-| was tentatively agreed that the res- One bookie thought tw ice before wiedow on thé 334 floor of ane 
Or Winchell says that it will. Gossip| dreds of unemployed, but in their |jque go to the club house, objection he turned down a two-bit three ethtilie Gielen vives. the oneie 
‘ is vitally important to two kinds of | favor is the increasing use of agen-|came from the principals who did|°rse parley. Half dollar bets are alin ot a lee 
' readers: those who relish it and| cies as against newspapers. This ; cheerfully accepted. Three dollars | 84ree -% : 
’ aders: : : as a6 papers. not figure the club should get as Much of this animus may be ex- 
rell pass it along; those who loathe it| twist comes about through employ-|much as the show participants,|®" ™more across the board comes aggerated in that small Broadway 
with a deep and active intensity. ers finding themselves swamped by | sos ‘ ; .o.|from a plunger. ’ . . ° 
P particularly as there was no re sooki ' ; ; circle which seizes on anything for 
- ‘Show me a column that no one! ad-answerers. sponsibility on the part of the club. Bookies hope the opening of dog = Siti anselhesia dimehoas HSC dea 
1» Or criticizes or dislikes, and I'll show Difficulty in collecting fees for : ____' | and horse tracks here this year will ; 5 . 
‘ub ’ , “9 “4 ; .| However, the board of governors! pjoourage betting. At both type | ays, but it serves as a keynote of 
u you one that’s on the way out,’ he! placements is a prime problem for atsetel>d-- teambeiies ened real 6 ourage ting. : yp f th conten Seaihees ist 
j explains. ‘That columnists are|the agencies. Majority are refus- owen. ioveint eral o the | 7acks the option system will pre- | Some 0 es cena byt — CRIM 
neatedly criticized today proves the| ing to send anyone out without first b a werd ae a ? ° hi | Vail paying only on straight and “ns among the Broadway chattering 
} hold their stuff has on public imag- | collecting the fee, to be returned if | °C274 Were in the show for which! place. Show money is out. Odds|clan. _ 
Bead ination. When the squawks dimin-/ the job is not landed. reason a committee consisting of) under the option system are usually| The rivalry or jealousy between 
a ish, when antipathy turns to apathy, Rub is that most candidates for | nba ged ge oe Silvers put he murderous with everything in favor the radio chatterers surpasses any- 
& that’s the indication that column-| jobs have got to slap down in ad- players’ side of the matter before) of the track. Bookies claim they | thing ever existing among the regue 
izing will take a new trend. And| yance | the body. It was contended that| need a break like this. lar Broadway columnists. 
h that’s the day when Mrs. W’s little when the Frolic went on tour un- Unlike eastern cities, where prac- 
“ boy will go out and work up a new der the eng 9 of Irving Tishman | tically any newsboy takes bets, in ‘ 
retin, PINCH MEANS NOTHING | 32¢.77,°.is! cs, ctuy wes teas “angers. ‘ets| can only” ve LOOMIS PARTY MUSSED | 
Winchell has been quoted many have gotten 10% of the gross and| placed at certain spots, most of : 
uyte times as being resentful toward | eee seme Se Re gary a ~~ the|them cigar store front joints. In UP HERNANDEZ BOYS 
ee. gossip columns which have ap- TO CHINESE GAMBLERS | 8x» date. Tishman and O'Neal by/the dcwntown section there are 
{ peared since the inception of his | the way thought themselves entitled | several bookies who maintain elab- . 
own. He burns when one of his to a share of the Roxy earnings,| orate offices in the Spring Street ‘ 
fs scoops or column forms are lifted Los Angeles, June 20. | but as they had abandoned the tour/ section. Each had a branch office} Criminal charges of felonious as 
—as who wouldn’t—but he’s secret-| ‘That ‘east is east and west is|the claim was not considered. in an outlying section which relays |*4ult against Guy Loomis, Wall 
ly grateful for the endorsement of | west’ quotation works overtime in Eddie Miller, Harry Hershfield|the bets to the main office. In the ee <aaen and well known in 
his idea. Los Angeles municipal courts where | and Charles Pope make up the com-| past three months most of the ig > al nite Pty ti been filed 
$30. Such Is Tribute continually local Chinese are up be-|mittee managing the Frolic, with| branch spots have folded with the «4 a arse “ pig cnt ge a 
‘ _|fore the judges on  gambling| Miller attending to the financial de-| only chance of placing bets now at | ©!@ns, until recently in Zieggy's ‘Hot 
mes Columns are so much alike to , san eh Cha.’ Boys aren't in the sho 
day,’ he explains, ‘that the average | Charges. tails. House was satisfied with the | the main office necessitating a trip . 2 a 
and reader cannot remember in which| Seldom do any of the heathen/ attraction but option for a third|to town or the establishing of ms which zo ase ~ the things they 
p to one he read a particular item, per- | Chinee plead not guilty. As a rule,| week, dropped. This week the per- | Credit for telephonic placing. soon oa “a alleged Aasag hot party 
come haps one that he himself resented.| they shrug their shoulders when| centage to the clubmen is raised haces eaeky = at the ‘War 
the I have been blamed innumerable! the charge is read, dig for their $5|to 27% provided a guest star ap- 7 ~ oe 
4.000 times for squibs that ran in some| fine and pay off with a dead pan. pears daily. Some plan for the SUE F&K FOR $383 112 ben wr Hp poten og of ay 
x other column. Unless something The Chinaman figures it’s his in-| Frolic to play the Fox, Brooklyn, ? ’ t ys es ". an Pag poem | 
new is added to a formula, some| herent right to gamble. If the white |after the Roxy and out of town CHARGING MONOPOLY a haemo the ‘iors Pi = he pig 
om novel trimming or elaboration that | man thinks no and drags l.m off to|dates in picture houses also are a + and ns penne tre ‘ nid 
un- serves as a disguise, each repetition] the hoosegow, that’s a _ screwey | possibility. Further bookings would night until thie % reg When the 
ices of the idea is valuable publicity streak in the whites. That $5 fine | have the club participating as now. Los Angeles, June 20. hour came around ané the atestelans 
a for its originator. Sometimes the| is their tribute to his queer ways.| But unless the squawks are settled Special Site Sign Co., of Oakland, |prepared to go, Loomis, it is 
-Om-= . x ” ’ ’ , 
mistake will bring him an un-| They pay it, think nothing of it| further dates are doubtful. Highest : 
than deserved bust on the nose, but it’s | and return to their gambling, where | amount received by any act the po — Po Fie ee = Sir anils eee eae golly ya 
neirs a tribute just the same.’ they win or lose and wait for an-| first week was $850 which was | goor adniaaiedan for $283 112 ‘Gee Nose plage et ae 
oe In preparing his Monday column, | other pinch. claimed to be about half its regu-! charging unlawful restraint and| With the party waxin hi 
ffice according to his own edict of ‘make| Their favorite games are fan tan, |lar of former vaudeville salary. ; ane S socecase 
de- a+ “tend Se 2 peer Mah Jong, lottery and| In the sh h i monopoly. and scorchier, che later hour for 
adable,’ Winchell remembers; dominoes, Ma g, y n e show there are 45 Friars, > : » , 
the vaude theory that never got him| policy. Chinese sell lottery tickets | there being 62 men in all. Some in Plaintif’ charges that F.4K. con-|the musicians departure came 
, . . . * or 
the anywhere as a performer but serves} on everything including bank clear-|the circle were put on at the re- pelagic. mel ally 0d eg to + peyote ogy = re os 
oder him now that he’s a member of the| ances, baseball scores, telephone | quest of Equity and the Actors Din- 1918. to ue the Sss Ge io of ahateuns pet a ad te “y f Ms f “ 
15 of writing clan: Open with a sock,| numbers, in fact anything that/ner Club, such players getting $40 businene ° r all, in which the ecahede ‘aentiae pee 
any - something brisk to catch attention, | changes numbers daily. With the|and $50 for the week. Saat on Riss goal Casualties ted to th 
sons follow up with laughs, and always | exception of lotteries, they confine Principals in addition to Miller breakin ot a Sibert sents $200 the 
wae save a punch for the finish. their gambling to themselves. The |and Hershfield appearing this week: , ° e nea af Almaone roll eater i aly 
- lotteries are peddled in office build-| Danny Dare, Pat Rooney, Pat Solomons Chi Split th 
ered i. . ings around the Chinese section a| Rooney 3rd, Jans and Whalen, Jo- a <iaa ae Chere ee ee 
London Class Dineries few blocks from Civic Center. seph E. Howard, Jay C. Flippen, Merusaies ies. hav 
Cc ers are easy with the China- | War Jack B en Chicago, June 20. nandez ros. have engaged 
I S] opp ; arren Jackson, Bobby Brandeis, Albert Ottinger and E. Forrest 
’ n ump of Patronage men, understanding their love for| Sam Weston, Jules Saranoff, Chuck| After having’ been separated | pancer aa esunnel, tubention i 
London, June 11 gambling. Only when they venture | Chandler, Ed Harrison, Vincent | from her husband for nearly three | ge civi) suit for dian no afte “the 
London’s restaurant. trade is|0Ut of their own district are they| O'Donnell, Bob Rose and Sid/| Years, Nellie Solomon, Yiddish ac- | .iminal action is dis fed of . 
striking new low levels. Almost the | Pinched or when their own games! Tracey, Marion Bent joined with | tT€Ss, last week secured a divorce | ne ~— ° 
only places in money today are the get too open. Pat Rooney for the week after be- | from Oscar Solomon, also of the 
second-class ateries shi et ing off the stage several seasons.| Yiddish stage. Desertion was the 4 s 
th 9 : s eateries, which £ aeask conte a “ere ghaeme. .Border Joints Folding 
nee first-class diners, and the ‘ 1) WH ’ s the orchestra for 
oth- hotel restaurants, which draw their Happy Jack’s’ Misery | the Friars section of the show. They were married in Feb. 1928 Mexico City, June 16. 
) = s, ‘ths : : i eo Bri alice, * ,| in Cleveland, and separated in Aug is li i 
 Bi- Usual quota of customers daily. Los Angeles, June 20. | Joe I risco walked out Saturday es , pa n Aug. Looks like the bread line soon for 
is is The Malmaison and the Monseig- After doing experimental work | dissatisfied with his five percent 1929, Judge Jose ph Sabath in en- | bosses and crews of gambling 
ore neur, two of the restaurants which |for over a year on an automatic split. Lester Allen stepped in. tering the decree also issued per- | joints which recently opened up in 
id it, were ultra-fashionable a year back, | card dealing device known as ‘Hap- mission for the actress to resume | Ciudad Juarez, Chihuahua state, 
vays — now reduced on their trade by |py Jack,’ James Presby has filed | Walter Mutch Ii! the name of Shuken, following the | over the line from El Paso, Tex. 
hea- 50 percent. suit before the labor commission | The haré-weskel flee men rm a patna arving Sar prgagnae Depresh seems to be keeping 
hing Of the hotels, the Dorchester Grill | for the remaining half of his pay. | English journalism, Walter Mutch . shuken, saxophonist, who home American good time Charlies 
ucer is picking up daily, and the Savoy, Says he was hired by C. Jack |of the ‘Mail, is down sick. He ma y | nae been doing an act for Publix- |and their jack. Reported that some 
cing both in grill and restaurant, contin- |Gaines of Glendale at $8.25 a day|be absent from Fleet street for a'! B. & K. recently, is Mrs. Shuken's | proprietors are already making ar- 
; ues to lead. gand still has $987 coming. month or two. 4 son. rangements for folding. 























‘O'Neill, the “Follow Thru” danseuse, was secretly welded to E. M. Oro- 
‘witz, the radio exec, at Long Island City on June 11...E. A. Mathews, the 
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+ Typical Broadway Gossip Columns + 


Here are five columns from yesterday's (Monday) papers by as many New York daily columnists, each typical of their heavy 


chatter stuff each week. 


‘Mirror’ (Winchell) is an a. m. tab; ‘Graphic’ (Sullivan) is a p.m. 


tab (Macfadden), and the ‘Evening Journal’ (Sobol) is a standard 


size sheet (Hearst's). Jerry Wald on the ‘Graphic’ and Jack Foster, on the ‘Worid-Telegram’ (p. m.) are radio commentators who, 
because of their co-relation with show business and Broadway, have also evolved into semi-chatter columnists. 





WALTER WINCHELL 


(N. Y. ‘Daily Mirror’) 


(Copyright, 1932. Daily Mirror, Inc.) 
Man About Town 
That $250,000 breach of promise action against Philip Plant Was | 
quietly settled out of court, but Margie Finley is suing again, anyway! 


| 
. | 
...Mr. Jolson lost another mllion on 10,000 shares of AT&T...Peggy Rich | 
and Jack de Ruyter will star at the 54th St. Court Thursday—St. Moritz-| 


trouble...Ruth Elder's Walter Camp, Jr., is gravely ill at the Manhattan | 
| 
hosp...A major Democratic name will be humiliated by proof (offered | 


by his own party enemies) that his coin aided the Klan in the South... 
Vic Fleming, the director, and Joan Blair were secretly Ta Juana’d months 


ago...Ivan Lebedeff, who lost his life savings in a Hollywood poker game 
last week, has swapped Molly O'Day for Jean Sorel...Loretta Young and 
C. Vanderbilt, Jr., are telling each other lies...Ivy Pulmer has sheived 
her 3rd groom already...Rex Lease and Edna Purviance are uh-huh... 
The Fred Astafre-Phyllis Potter wedding bells need tuning...Last wk at 
the Roxy you could get a ticket for a share of stock. 


Marlene Dietrich and Tallulah Bankhead have reconciled...About 
150 magazines died in the last 8 months ..Arline Tay!or, an Ed Wynn- 
ymph, is suing a Cleveland paint king via the breach of promise route... 
Ted McLeod, the Yankee cowboy, who clicked in Britain, wll marry the 
late John Tiller’s niece, Marjorie...Sally Van is suing the Central Theatre 
for exhibiting a nude of her in the lobby...Arthur Caesar’s home at 
Laguna Beach, Cal., is the scene of a murder, a suicide and a tragedy. 
Mrs. Post killed her lover there, then herself...Then a guest, J. Jackson, 
was drowned. A cheerful spot...The late Edward Bok’s son, Cary, is 
now peddling ad space on the famous mag his father edited...The closing 
of “Hot-Cha” cost someone $200,000...Hollywood lovers’ hearts beat in 
double-cross time. 


Caruso’s heirs will have court miseries—the recording firms being 
weary of paying those annual royalties...Why was Lt. Comm. Noville 
introduced over the air last wk as the man who flew with Byrd over the N. 
Pole?...Have they forgotten Floyd Bennett already?...The Rockefeller 
Church is marking time with the depression by shaving its magnificent 
choir to a quartet...Mrs. Robert Joyce Tasker'’s gems were mysteriously 
thefted from a coast hotel’s safety vaults...Her husband once penned a 
book at San Quentin...Estelle Taylor and Jan Rubini have it bad...The 
Gary Cooper-Countess Frasso thing is explained by intimates thus: When 
Gary was so ill, the titled duo paid the costly sick-room ransom—and 
the star if now showing his gratitude—which is misinterpreted by the 
Count, 


Hannah Wlliams (Roger W. Kahn's estranged bride) is being com- 
forted by Walter Annenberg, the publisher...The losses won't stop when 
the Roxy is closed—it costs $20,000 weekly to keep it dark!...Add New 
York sights; Those two attractive girls near the Hipp, who wear signs 
exploiting a colored orchestra...The warden of Welfare Island Prison 
dances too cute...It’s a boy over at the Roy Bentleys (Margaret Ander- 
son)...George Holtrey, who is countering Winnie Lightner’s melting ac- 
tion, isn’t a broker, as reported by the rags. He's a stage hand...Peggy 


star, and Joan Carr care,..The Johnny Hydes of the Morris Agency has 
phfftt! 


An orchid to H. Arlen for his ditty: “Music, Music Everywhere—And 
Not a Song in My Heart!”...An orchid to Polan Banks’ aceseller, “Brief 
Rapture”,..A scallion to the mechanics at the Hippodrome who refused 
to take a cut and forced the closing of the theatre, dumping a hunéred 
others out of work...An orchid to Benjamin De Casseres for “Joels” in 
Mencken's Merk...An orchid to Cagney for his masterful pretending in 
“Winner Take All’...A scallion to the hammy authors of the recent 
ae flickers for revealing so little skill (except in “Merrily We Go 
to Hell!) 





Virginia Cherrill, who got all that exploitation with Wm. Rhinelander 
Stewart (reported her groom-to-be), has forgotten him for Wm. Hul- 
lingsworth...Polily Ann Young and Billy Blakewell have put each other 
on ice. Her new heart being Gordon Oliver...Lily Damita is here looking 
for a job, too...Lydia Lindgren, the canary, who keeps suing Otto H. 
Kahn, has done a book about it—tagged: “My Heart in My Throat—The 
Story of a Strange Captivity”...Arthur Bulova, the watch-maker's boy, 
and Irene Jones, a Hollywoodearie, are blazing...Mrs. B. _P. Shulberg, 
whose husband has strayed, is opening a casting office out there and 
using his name—making the breach all the wider...The first of the insane 
mags has dropped 700,000 because of all those imitators...And they say: 
“Live and let lift!” Huh, 





Teddy Fera’s mater is Reno-bound to shelve her step-pater...The 
time to visit the Players Club is between 8:45 and 11:30 post meridian. 
The actors not working belittle those who are...One of the better magi- 
cians entertained a group of baddies in a Broadway restaurant the other 
sun-up with his quicker-than-the-eye stuff... When it was too late he 
discovered his pockets had been picked!...When the restaurateur Luchow 
died he left a huge chunk of the famous place to Nathan Burkan, the 
legalist...The Friars Club lost a decision to the members appearing in 
the Frolic when they demanded a hcavier percentage—or else!...Gilda 
Gray's current shadow is H. Hervey...New York City makes $500,000 a 
year on its garbage! 





“Nigger Lover” will be released under the citle of “White Lady,” the 
publishers taking the threats to heart...Emil Jannings was cabled a 
$15,000 offer to return in Ben Hecht's “Hippodrome”. ..The only free pass 
to the Empire State heights is a reporter's police card. .. Mickey’ Devine, 
who struck Carnera in Yurrop, had the Fascist curse put on her, and her 
lovely hair is no more...The Carl Shaws (Moselle Ransome) , she was 
“Miss Dallas,” are having the rivets melted in Texas...The Loew circuit 
is demanding that acts 10 years old give tryouts practically for nothing... 
That bronze layout on the New Amsterdam inner-foyer walls reveals 
Ziegfeld, Erlanger and Dillingham as they appeared in the 90s. 





ED SULLIVAN 


(Copyright, 1932, New York Bvening GRAPHIC,) 


Men and Maids of Manhattan 
OHN H. M’KINLAY, president of Marshall Field & Co.,*huge Chicago 
J establishment, sent out a significant letter to business heads.., 
Just before the Republicans opened their Chicago confab...It was 


a blast at the Hoover administration, with statistics to show that in five 
years national expenditures have increased 63 per cent....“When we, 
who are in business, find out gross income reduced,” points out the un- 
usual document, “we know that we must reduce our expenses. That 
basic truth persistently has been disregarded by our national lawmakers” 
...It’s just an idea of the trend of opinion...And Joe Greeley, Notre 
Dame, ’27, suggests this paraphrase: “Misgovernment of the people, for 
the people—aw, to hell with the people”...Is everybody happy? 


He was quict as a Mickey Mouse about it...But my Jersey operatives 
report that Dick Lamar, handsome Max Hart office agent...Was married 
secretly to Elizabeth Davis Myers at Union City, N. j., Saturday midnight 
...Judge Modarelli, who performed the ceremony, officiated at the Bugs 
Baer nuptials some time back...Charlie Morrison blew plenty of dough at 
the races Saturday, but recouped and then some at the roulette table at 
night...For the first lime in twenty-eight seasons, Charles Dillingham hasn't 
occupied his private box at the Polo Grounds and Yankee Stadium... 
Reading the morning papers, Jack Denny recalled, last night that Vannie 
Higgins, on every visit to the Mount Royal Hotel...Would ask Denny 


to play concerto numbers. 


Eileen Wenzel, badly scarred on the face in that Central Park crash 
with young Ehret, the brewer heir...Was to have taken an M-G-M test 
this morning...Instead, a plastic surgeon is at her bedside now, trying 


to restore her striking beauty...Young Ehret, whose big car bent that 
lamp post in half, showed his breeding in the crisis. The 22-year-old lad 
took complete command at the Fifth Avenue Hospital, and later the Park 
East, routing doctors out of bed and rushing them into action...Bob 
Hart, next Saturday; will inaugurate club nights at the Rye Tennis Cub 
...Gene Geiger will answer that Villa Richard receivership case in Pat- 
erson, N. J., this morning...With the place continuing under his opera- 
tion...Helene Costello is going places with John Drew Colt, her sister's 
NEPHEW...What next?...Eddie Dowling will ‘:urry to Chicago to make 
stump speeches for Al Smith. 


Most striking theatre marquee of the season is at the 
Mayfair, where Frank Buck’s grand “Bring 'Em Back Alive” 
is showing...A miniature forest, with mechanical tigers and 
elephants raising an unearthly din, ballyhoos the film...“Iit looks 
like the home office of Lyons & Lyons,” cracked Milton Berle... 
“| thought ‘Animal Kingdom’ had moved,” observed Osterman 
...“You can’t fool me,” gagged Bob Goldstein, “those people 
hollering on the marquee are stockholders”...Osterman ought to 
bring back some smott crecks mit hilarity from that Steel Pier 
dance marathon... That eyeful parading along Fifth, in that chic 
costume, was Alice Brady, with her dog, Hot-Cha...Leo Friede 
made up with Vilma Lewis over the week end...Vincent You- 
mans will go back with the Shuberts again, to work on 
“Americana.” 


Marc Lachmann, the exploiter, says things are so bad in show 
business that even the Stem’s longest run, the Flea Circus, is on a week- 


to-week notice...Hannah Williams snubbed Paramount’s $1,500 offer 
to stage with Paul Whiteman’s band...Insisting on more dough than 
Mildred Bailey...Eddie Conrad will learn here that Influential friends 
of Jules Kendler and Moe Lazarus are already locking those doors 
against him...Because of what he did to Kendler...Why were the lights 
turned off in the Shubert Building the other night?...What, no quar- 
ters?...Howard Dietz, after twenty-four hours of concentrated effort, 
raised that “angel” cake...Because Bill Carey, at Madison Square Gar- 
den, won that ticket argument, Jimmy Johnston’s friends can’t get the 
locations they wanted...With Bert Stand, boxing commis secretary, 
burned up at those seats beyond the twentieth row...George Olsen picks 
Sharkey...Virginia Hawkins is going with what shoe mogul?...Maurice 
Chevalier won't divorce his wife because of a deathbed promise to his 
mother. 


Charlie Pope, secretary of the Friars’ Club, threatens to quit because 
members of the Friars’ Frolic at the Roxy...Refuse to give up the 10 per 
cent. they pledged to the club...With West 48th Street resounding to the 
battling... When they switched signs al the Globe Theatre, it read this way: 
“Next week, Sharkey-Schmeling fight pictures, by Jerome Kern and Olto 

' Harbach”...Incidentally, Lew Brown and Ray Henderson are bidding 
against their former pariner, Buddy De Sylva, for the Clobe lease... 
Betty Randolph and that minister, who were front-paged, didn't realize they 
were silting in the next booth to Betty's former husband at Reubens the 
other a. m....Art Jarrett picks Schmeling...Russell Patterson says it's 
Sharkey...Bert Lahr likes the referee. 


That was a Long Islander who creased Jean Malin’s skull with a 
bottle at the Calais opening...With Malin coming on to win the decision 
...Isham Jones hasn't been paid tor two weeks at Pelham Heath... 
Marcelle Edwards, having passed that R-K-O screen test, is again lead- 
ing in the near-bear race...Ruby Keeler Jolson is plenty excited over 
breaking 100 at Lakeville...Hausner, that Polish flyer, will see himself 
on the screen at the Stanley Theatre, where he once cranked the moving 
picture machine...Nick Blair tried to get the hard drinks concession at 
Woodmansten, but Westchester coppers no could do...Mayor Walker, 
who was 51 yesterday, celebrated his birthday with the A. C. Blumen- 
thals, who were celebrating their fifth anniversary. 


What society gal can’t bear to be away from Al Sexton since she 
met him on that Southern cruise?...With limousines at Sexton's dis- 
posal, if he wants ‘em?...Lheoda Knapp, last seen in “Connecticut 
Yankee,” will return to the stage next fall...Lew Leslie, whose “Clowns 
in Clover” opens at Detroit tonight, put up his Equity bond out of the 
dough “Rhapsody in Black” coined at the Paramount...With the Skouras 
deal off, temporarily, Jack Cohen, ex-Warners, will open his own legal 
offices in Philly...Eddie Elkins, brought on here by Al Jolson years ago 
in the days of Ciro's, is readying another band...His wife’s brother was 
instantly killed by that fall from a window of Harry (Empire City 
Quartet) Cooper's apartment Saturday midnight...With Hollywood 
Gardens shivering from wintry blasts, Joe Moss will advertise it as the 





Martin Mooney’s in the Queens yellimony jall...Mrs. Esmond O’Brien 
is now a saleslady in Hattie Carnegie’s Paree branch...Dina Harris, the | 
ex-Mrs. Ted Trevor, is now the heart of a rich Argentine...Ted is Lon- | 
don’s speakeasy king, and don't let anyone tell you London hasn't any! | 
---Billy Leeds has put $1,500,000 in trust for Olive Hamilton...June| 
Brewster, one of the better-lookers, is in the Golden Gate State for her) 
failing lungs...Katharine Burke, another of the glorifiedarlings, is des- 
perately ill at the Madison hosp...The Prince of Wales’ favored com-'! 
panion is Leslie Hutchins, a cullud genius at the piano from Harlem... | 
Evelyn Laye has put on 30 pounds and Pearl White now 


tips the Toledos | 


spot for “God's Frozen People”...Minna (Bad Girl) Gombel is rcimanc- 
ing on the Coast with Irene Rich's ex-hubby, Abe Blankenhorn...It 
appears that B. P. Schulberg will be producing for Fox shortly. 





at 220...They'll have to play to 30,000 patrons daily to break even at 
Radio City’s music hall...If L. Holtz marries anyone it'll be Lyda Rob- 
erti, whom he adores...Gertrude Vanderbilt, the late Bill Fallon’s heart. 
is doing a book about him, to counter “The Great Mouthpiece”...The 
best known steel firm will pass its preferred dividend next month. 
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LOUIS SOBOL 


(N. Y. ‘Eve. Journal’) 
Snapshots at Random! 
Tuesday night, for a change, we 
went cruising down town on the 
East Side, and finally selected the 
Sardi’s, the Dinty Moore's, the 
Reuben's, the whateveryoucareto- 
call it, of the Ghetto, as a fitten 
place for man or beast or to go 
down the scale, columnist, to 


dine....The original Moscowitz 
Roumanian Restaurant, and be sure 


to keep the ‘Original’ in ‘caps,’ for 
it appears there are other 
witz Roumanian Restaurants which 
are not original, although the food 
may be just as good and, perhaps, 
better. <A place just choked with 
atmosphere and _ dialectic tidbits 
floating around loosely from the 
tables....I didn’t meet the Original 
Moscowitz, himself, but I am in- 
formed that originally he was a 
cymbalon player—a cymbalom ig 
something like a harp and some- 
thing like a xylophone and is 
neither....On Second avenue this 


Mosco- 


place is, and here the elite of the 
East Side bourgeoise assemble and 
the literotics of uptown and down- 
town. Here you may find Otto 
Kahn, on occasion, and Irving Ber- 
lin—and, Michael Gold..., 
They say one of the duPonts canie 
down here with a party of six some 
time ago and left a tip that stag- 
gered the waiter and gave him such 
a swelled head that Moscowitz was 
almost forced to fire him....And 
so here, Mister Sobol and three 
blase Broadway friends dined in 
style, incognito, and left with vivid 
memories of something called 
grashitze and more particularly of 
a stoutish lass with a mouse mole 
on her left cheek, and long hair 
flowing loosely down below her 
shoulders, wko kept insisting, ‘Nu, 
so what will it be? So if Huvver 
he isn’t h’elected and H’el Smeeth 
isn't h'alected and we will sayink 
just far h’argymenee sek that the 


surely, 


h’arnachists h’are ronning’ the 
country, so you think it will be 
batter far us? Phewie!’ 





High up, we elevatored Wednes- 
day night for the important open- 
ing of the week—the Waldorf-As- 
toria Roof and Jack Denny’s debut 
as a director of music among the 
clouds....Here was a columnists’s 
paradise, for Society and Broadway 
and the Fourth Estate had sent its 
most representative delegates. So- 
ciety: Rosamond Pinchot, Mrs. 
Billie Gaston, Natalie and Mimi 
Kountze, Mrs. Wm. R. K. Taylor, 
Jr.; Gloria Braggiotti, to mention a 
few; Fourth Estate: O. O. McIn- 
tyre, Mike Porter, Karl K. Kitchen 
and others; Broadway: June 
Knight, Dave Rubinoff, Art Jarrett, 
Ethel Shutta, Arthur Tracy, Benny 
Fields, Blossom Seeley, Caroline 
Nolte, Hannah Williams, Gloria 
Grafton, June McCloy, Jesse Craw- 
ford, Yascha Bunchuk and others. 


...So much for names. but how 
about situations?...Well, for one 
thing, at adjoining tables sat 


Freddie Rich, the orchestra leader, 
and Peggy Lawton Rich, his wife, 
now divorcing him....Neither ap- 
parently sees each other until they 
get up to dance with their respec- 
tive partners—Peggy with Jack De- 
Ruyter....They stare a‘ each other 
icily, Freddy and Peggy, and then 
dance away....And Art Jarrett 
squiring and courting blonde June 
Knight in the open, although some- 
what sedate manner, but in June's 
mind there must have been dancing 
visions of another handsome lad 
out on the Coast, Jimmy Dunn, the 
flicker star, and memories of the 
days when romance was high and 
hung like the proverbial goose..-- 
And now June is formulating plans 
for a $100,000 breach of promise suit 
against the lad, as I’ve informed 
you previously....Saturday night 
at El Garron....Another beautiful 
blonde....Thelma White, another 
lass whose romance with the son of 
the famous dancer, Gertrude Hoff- 
man, has collapsed and who is now 
listening eagerly to the tender ad- 





jvances of the monocled, handsome 
Rafael D’Aleva, the lad who even 
retains his monocle when riding 
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porseback in the park....And the 
exquisite beauty, Doris Andrese, 
Jistens to our sparkling conversa- 
tion in a daze....Fortune has sud- 
g@enly smiled upon her....A few 
months ago, only one of the semi- 
nude gals in the Earl Carroll line- 
up.... Taken ill, rushed to the hos- 

jtal at death’s point, deserted by 
fair-weather friends, almost pen- 
niless; here she is today, signed on 
a long term and lucrativ> contract 
with Metro and being tempted by 


an excellent speaking part in a 
forth-coming legitimate produc- 
tion....No wonder she doesn’t hear 


a word of what we were saying. 





Earlier Saturday evening at the 
popular Maison Royal...A hand- 
gome blonde lass in a red outfit 
nibbles on an olive...Barbara Blair, 
ex-Scandals comedienne...Over at 
another table, Janet McLave, am- 


bitious young actress...‘I’'m going 
to Europe Tuesday,’ she informs 
us. ‘The folks are treating.’...Her 
escort pouts...‘I don’t know how to 
figure you out. You’re in a public 
place and this fellow (he mentions 
the name) comes over and kisses 
you, and I'm sitting right there’... 
Janet chuckles...‘But what are you 
going to do-’ she protests. ‘After 
all, he’s a friend’...‘I know—but 
he kissed you in a2 public place?’... 
‘Well, what’s wrong with that? 
Where do you want him to kiss 
me?’...Just hot weather conversa- 
tion...Thursday night at the Hol- 
lywood Restaurant...I get a ter- 
rific kick out of the rival nudes, 
Faith Bacon and Marion Martin... 
Faith dances and sheds flimsy ap- 
parel at every other step...Ma- 
rion disdains this method...She 
emerges frankly and boldly with no 
other covering than long blonde 
hair...Lady Godiva on foot, be- 
cause a horse might be disconcert- 
ing to the cash customers... Blind 
musicians on Broadway at night... 
Blind musicians on Broadway at 
midday. .. Women beggars... Boy 
beggars...A street faker, prodded 
by a cop’s club, thumbs his nose 
at him, but keeps moving...Va- 
grants in Bryant Park diving 
eagerly for a discarded cigar butt 
...-The dancing reflection in the 
Swirling waters of the vividly il- 
luminated Squibbs Building on the 
Brooklyn shore...Always, whether 
looking from East or West or 
North or South, the rival towers of 
the Chrysler and Empire State 
Building. 





Sunday afternoon at the Shield 
of David Home in the Bronx—an 
orphanage, and surely no place for 
a Broadwayite, but the children 
group around eagerly as an immac- 


ulately-clad, slim chap pounds out 
fetching melodies on a piano...A 
well-known gent, this, and the kids 
applaud as he plays ‘Will You Love 
Me In December as You Do In 
May’ Right you are, Mayor 
James J. Walker, and here he is 
in a Jewish orphanage celebrat- 
ing his 51st birthday...Something 
Ripley can use if he wants to... 
In Bowling Green about 2 o'clock 
Wednesday afternoon. .. A cat 
chasing a dawg...Upon my word of 
honor...The cat chasing the dog 
---Ask 200 people who watched 
and couldn’t believe their eyes 
either...Thursday afternoon, on 
Seventh Ave. near 50th St....a 
g00d-looking young chap...Buddy 
Rogers...But where are the auto- 
graphiends who used to hound this 
fellow a few seasons ago?...Beer 
and yodeling waiters in the few 
Yorkville rathskellers still left... 
The fat, pugnosed German mad- 
chen bravely warbling ‘King for a 
Day,’ but no one minds, for she 
has a heart of gold...But later, 
ach!...‘Ist das nicht ein wiener 
echnitzel?...Yah, das ist ein weiner 
schnitzel’ and the beer steins wave 
aloft...Monday afternoon at De- 
lancey and Eldridge in the East 
Side...The Shrieveled, parchment 
Skinned, bearded patriarch, who 
walked over toa husky lad chatting 
to a lass in a purple frock and 
slapped him across the face...He 
mutters something in Yiddish and 


the boy glowers, but walks off 
obiedently. 





Saturday afternoon...A crowd in 
front of Ovington’s on Fifth Av- 


enue...‘Someone hurt?’ we ask a 
cop...He shrugs his shoulder and 
Walks off...We shove our way 


through...And learn the cause of 
the excitement...A bar with com- 
plete paraphernalia on display in 
the window...And men and woinen 
and children push and crowd for 








JERRY WALD 
(N. Y. ‘Evening Graphic’) 

The Doctor Jekyll in Us, 
Again Breaks Through Our Hydel 

I've always heard that more dope fiends have been made by those 
curious of the dreamy sensation, than the folks who become “snow- 
birds” because of tired, tingling, tantalizing nerves!...I’ve always wanted 
to take just one good smoke of the “pipe” of peace and placidity, just to 
get an idea of the peculiar sensations one experiences as Old Man Mor- 
pheus takes you to his Court of Contentment, but friends of wisdom have 
always said “NO,” and so I just didn’t do it...But last week I did take a 
peculiar concoction which had its effect in changing me to a pansy 
paragrapher for almost a full column, and ever since there has been al 
cankerous craving for another drink of the stuff...Even as I sit here, I} 
have the ingredients on my desk and I fear the approach of a weaker 
moment, when I shal! throw discretion to the winds and drink the drink 
which seems to break up my columnistic identity...But why spend so 
much time and thought on such foolish ideas when there is so much dirt | 
to press into letters of the alphabet and make words, sentences and para- 
graphs so the reader’s sense fdr scandal is satisfied...Why, I'll just tear 
right into it by...Gosh!...I’ve just got to take another drink of that 
stuff...The gossip will wait, and mgybe after a drink I’ll be able to dish it 
out better!...Let’s see—put two teaspoonfuls of tomato juice in a half 
glass of orange juice’ and add four drops of that peculiar looking liquid 
they sent me in that blue bottle...There’s the tomato and orange and | 
now—one-two-three-four drops...Mix and down she goes!...Ah, that! 
on! ... On? ...O8! ..« Gelly!.. It’s] 
changed me again!...MY BPAR’S!...So small...Why did I drink the) 
stuff? 








feels better, and there’s no difference.. 


Who do I mean “why did I drink the stuff?”...Why I'm glad of the 
transformation...Glad that I didn’t dish out that gossip...I’m sick of it! 
..-Do you HEAR?...I said ['M SICK OF IT!...Why must I always be 
On The Job...Always peeping, prying and poking my nose into other 
people’s business...Continually looking for sensational secrets!...star- 
tling scoops!...And sizzling scandal!...{[’m young and human, I hope... 
I want to give vent to the human call of youth...I want to join the parade 
of playmates...I’ve seen and written about Graham McNamee and Ann 
O’Brien...Joe (Variety) Hoffman and Francis Stevens...Art Tracy and 
Marta Marston...Bob Taplinger and Eleanor Holm...Ben Alley and his 
typewriter pounder, Mildred Mauger...Art Jarrett and June Knight... 


Why can’t they say something about Jerry Wald and...?...Why can’t 
I feel the tender sensations of what you call madness, but what I still 
hope is love?...I want to live and let others learn and tell...Why should 
I get all excited about scooping the boys in telling those who pay and 
read that Virginia Porter and Mort Millman of the 5th Avenue Air 
Castle’s artist bureau are man and wife in the hush manner?...And why 
should I chuckle so gleefully every time that other radio scribber gave 
us “needles” saying that we were all wet about Mort and Virginia being 
matrimonially merged...And that we were losing her all her boy friends 
and her job, too, because we persisted that they had merged monikers... 
The heckling radio reporter insisted that he knew the FACTS, which 
made the two only business associates...All that I should feel as a man 
and a human being is a deep regret that the two couldn’t make a go of 
their marriage...And feel genuinely sorry that Virginia is planning to file 
divorce papers next week...I really hope she decides not to go through 
with the ugly act of tearing apart after their four months of marriage... 
Wasn't there something sacred about that little secret ceremony in Wee- 
hawken, New Jersey, where those two became one?...Wasn’t there a 
little something which would make them forgive and forget differences? 





Take that Waldorf roof opening!...Everybody was there with his 
honey while Wald wandered with wonderlust looking for what chin-chat 
and what it takes to fill a column...Why couldn’t I have sat in some 
serene spot on that terrace and spoken to my someone to the accompani- 
ment of soft lights and the sweet music of Jack Denny’s ensemble of 
piano ticklers and saxophone blowers...While otherS were whispering 
words of worship, I listened with glee, seeing it all changed to the com- 


mon denominator of words and lines in bold-face or ten point...While 
others helped their pretties with their wraps, I too was thinking of the 
same thing, but just as soon as I thought of it, it changed in spelling 
wraps to raps...Funny how things change! 

Looka! Art Jarrett, the silver-voice lad, makes his last micro- 
phoning mark over double-you-abie-see!...From our notes we gather 
that Art is practically set to reach some sort of an amiable agreement 
with the Music Corporation of America, his present managers, to release 
him from that black-and-white thing and let him go on his own!...Why 
MCA hasn't done anything for Jarrett,:considering the long length of time 
he’s been radioing, is beyond us...And here’s another scrap of paper 
telling about the hot and heavy heat between Rennee Petkere (she’s the 
sister of Bernice, the lass who scribbled the popular “Lullaby of the 
Leaves” tune) and Sid (double-talk-’em) Gary, who etherizes on a thrice 
weekly basis via CBS shortly...And my pet pain, Rudy Valloooo, sent a 
fourteen-page letter of instruction to those Paramount-Publix people, 
telling them just how they should go about presenting him when he 
appears at their theatre this Friday...You really can’t blame the curly- 
locked crooner, though, when you consider that Paramount has only been 
presenting stage programs for over a decade, while Rudy—oh, go on, 
you finish it yourself!...Keeping in time with the June romances, tra- 
la-la, that handsome Lanny (Maxwell House Coffee) Ross is week ending 
out to Akron, O., where a demure little maid lives! 


— 


You should get a view of that Mildred Bailey and her temperament 
since Paul Whiteman decided that he could get along right well without 
her on the Paramount stage this week!...And he’s doing it, too...And, 


by the way, Sylvia Froos gives the customers what they want, and, if you| 
take applause as a criterion, delivers the way they like it; and so does | 


that trumpet-tooting Goldie with the Whiteman aggregation and those | 
three Rhythm Boys and Red McKenzie!...After having his say on the | 


Coast as to what’s wrong with the flickers, Deke Aylesworth gets back | 
into town tomorrow and is expected to do a ditto on radio and why the 
commercials are doing an Arab in folding their air tents...If you have 
been wondering about the why and wherefore of that Ben Pollack-Jack | 
Pettis fistic encounter last week, it can all be attributed to Pollock slap- | 
ping a summons on Pettis for his failure to pay him that three hundred 
that was due!...Pardon us for taking a bow, won't you, but the fact that, 
those Lucky Strike eiggie people were going to sponsor that Sharkey- | 
Schmeling battle tomorrow night was carried here exactly a week ago’... 
Ted Pearson, the ex-Chicago word slinger, will do a Tony Wons, via the, 
NBC,.six times weekly...For a laugh! George Price, who radios for a 
tea sponsor, never-even smelled the stuff, while Rubinoff, who wields aj} 
baton for a coffee sponsor, dunks his cake in tea, so what?...And, if you} 
promise not to expect too much, we'll tell you that we are preparing a| 


| 
| 








JACK FOSTER 


(‘World-Telegram’ Radio Editor) 

INCE Hervert Hoover’s name has made the headlines considerably 
these days, I asked Frederic William Wile about him as a radio 
performer. No matter how agile an engineer he might be, Mr. Hoover 
fails to arouse this outpost of knowledge unless he furnishes bright 
microphone copy. And Freddy Wile said that, come to think about it, 
the original notes of the speech which the President delivered at the 
opening of the new Columbia studios hang framed in Bill Paiey's office. 

They reveal one of Mr. Hoover's radio idiosyncrasies. He scribbled 
a half dozen starts—‘My fellow citizens,” “Friends of the radio audi- 
ence,” “Ladies and gentlemen,” &c.—before he finally scrawled (and then 
delivered) “My countrymen.” Mr. Hoover makes innumerable changes in 
a radio manuscript before going to it. He’s studied for years the art of 
putting it over, and, says Freddy Wile, does it despite his lack of color 
as a visible speaker. 

Which reminds me that Colonel Lemuel Q. Stoopnagle also makes 
many false starts before he finally thinks of exactly the funny phrase 
he wants. But this, I suppose, has nothing to do with the case. 

* * * 


I Get It. 


ND yet, on the contrary, perhaps you've noticed that the Colonel and 
Budd have been indulging deeply in politics themselves these last 
days. And their dear, devoted public is having good times no end offer- 
ing all sorts of odd names for the Colonel. Ever since Budd referreé 
to him as Colonel Calvin Q. Coolnagle their mail has been flooded with 
suggestions. One name suggested is Attorney Lemuel Q. Seaburial. 
+ + + 


Bert Lahr in Review. 

igh an old Chinese proverb that there’s nothing as dead as yesterday’s 
radio program. Unless it be last week’s popular song or “Heigh-Ha, 

Everybody.” But, nevertheless, Dert Lahr made a series debut over 

WEAF Saturday night, and this was important because he introduced a 


brand of slapstick humor that was new to the air. For “the love of 
Tootsie” Mr. Lahr broke into a studio determined to become a radio 
“pronouncer.” Can Bert sing high? “I sing so high,” he confessed, 


“that the note comes back frostbitten.” His pace was breathiess, his 
delivery loud and rugged, his lines were mugg lines and frequently were 
amusing. But his distinctive “ga-ga-ga-ga” laugh did not record faith- 
fully, nor did the comedy of his bad singing. On the same program 
Walter O’Keefe, guardian of the restless brussels, struck his stride and 
in an evener voice was much more like the agreeable wit of “The Third 


Quite Impossible. 
“7 


‘like’ has me jittering.” 


me 


s 


Tribute to Paul Whiteman. 


waltz. “Yes,” he replied, 
answer or no answer at all. 
concert that killed the one 


typical of Paul Whiteman, who 


Take It Easy. 


in the morning mail?” 


T was after Paul Whiteman’s recent jazz concert. 

liked particularly his arrangement of “The Beautiful Blue Danube” 
“that was scored by Ferdie Grofe. 
master, there is no question about it. 


Paul previously had announced; 
have not spoken to each other in that time, I think. 
under all 
given credit to his musicians, .singers and arrangers....Perhaps it is 
one reason that today he has the greatest band in his career, greater 


even, if you ask the old-timers, than his 
e a 


Little Show” than during his first two performances. 
. . » 


OULDN’T it be possible,” sighs Constance Fleming, “to coax just 
one teeny-weeny crooner to croon ‘My Silent Love’ 
must) thusly:—I reach for you AS I reach for a star.’? 


(if croon he 
That word 


But your forget, Miss Constance, that if a song is to become popular 
it is quite necessary for it to be ungrammatical, 
that tune, “Somebody Loves You, and That Somebody Is Me.” 


instance, 
If the 


Take, for 


had been written correctly as “I’’ the geniuses of Tin-Pan Alley 
might have thought it was ungrammatical, 
o ” 


I told him that I 


He is a 
You might have expected another 


” 


For six months ago he and Ferdie split 
up under rather strained relations; 


Ferdie came to Broadway with a 
and they 
Yet this reply is 
circumstances has frankly 


flamboyant Palais Royale outfit. 
. 


66 OULD you,” David Ross asks the radio audience, “like to get $200 


Yes, if you give me some warning. 





A. M. A. Demands 


(Continued from page 5) 
studios might make with agents. 
Loeb told them it would embarrass 


him to commit himself without the 
consent of the A. M. A. 

Following the meeting several 
agents claimed the agreement was 
a one-sided affair similar to the old 
Keith-Albee franchise with arbi- 
trary power to have them suspended 
and prohibited studio freedom for 
minor infractions, 

Reported that about one-half of 
the A. M. A. membership is against 
the agreement. 

Producers had been asked to in- 
corporate in the agreement a clause 
which would prohibit the transac- 
tion of business as agents by 
lawyers or press agents, who are 
not licensed to function in that 
capacity by the State Labor Bureau. 
There has been much indignation 
on the part of all agents regarding 
the activities of the attorneys and 
press agents. Complaints have 
been made to the Labor Bureau 
against these peopie. However, as 
no contracts covering agent repre- 
sentations between these people and 
their clients were obtainable, action 
was nor taken by the Bureau. 

It was also decided that there 





|; would be no conditions or specifica- 











tions for arbitration of any dif- 
ference between the agents and 
producers, but that should any 


trouble arise between the two, Fred 


3eetson, or Loeb would accept any | 
| 


complaints made by agents and} 
take them up with the producer in- | 
volved direct. 


The association turned down cold | 
an agreement form which Loeb 
submitted them to sign with pro- 


i 


the chance to stare...Hooray for |column on “What Is the Matter With Radio, or the Parade of the Big| ducers. Agents then told Loeb they 
. Heads”...Do you know any of the gals or guys who went radio ao 
j adopted an enlarged cranium and should be put into our parade? 


Prohibition! Snapshots . 


. The 
Album of Manhattan! 


were drawing up their own pro- | 
posed agreement with Loeb burn- | 


| suit 


ing and’ saying he would write the 
agreement and no one else. 


Jack Warner’s Burn 


Jack Warner burned over the re- 
port last week that the Joyce & 
Selznick agency was back in his 
good graces and would handle 
talent for rent to other studios. 
Warner states that no peace pact 
was made and that Rufus Le Maire 
would always handle that matter. 
He was also most emphatic in de- 
claring he would not enter into any 
producers-agents agreement, espe- 
cially where the worst offenders 
among the agents were trying tc 
make the deal their way. 





Roxy Refinancing 


(Continued from page 4) 
port, so that any immediate shut- 
down is not looked for. 
Labor Adjustments 
In the meantime negotiations are 
going on with the unions relative 
to labor adjustments. Nothing def- 
inite this way has heen concluded. 
It is likely that the overhead of the 
house will be further cut by release 
of certain personnel. The receivers’ 
notice 1 employees was given two 
weeks back for protection. 
Issuance of receivers’ certificates 
is the most momentous thing that 


can happen for the house. If such 
certificates + adjudged to become 
prior liens over all, the Roxy can 
safely sail out of trouble. That is 


a matter of discretion for the court, 
according to opinion. They may 
also be made subject to foreclosure 
action. 

Consolidation of the fcreclosure 
with the receivership would 
smooth everything. 

Hiouse has another Fox picture 
lined up for this Friday (24), 
‘Bachelor's Affair.’ 
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East 


Brought up against a _ court 
charge of overworking his mara- 
thon dancers in the Bronx, Jack 
Curley, sports promoter, told the 
judge the 24-hour hop and shuffle 
boys and girls only did an 11-hour 
trick. That got him out in the 
Bronx but he still has a court date 
in Coney Island on a_ similar 





charge. Ran five borough mara- 
thons with the idea of merging the 
winners at Madison Sq. Garden. 
Grundeur club in a Madison Avy. 
penthouse, gets it. Agents” col- 
lected 18 bottles along with the 


manager and five employees. 





Ada May, musical comedy, seek- 
ing divorce from Col. Wilson Pot- 
ter, big game hunter. Suit in Phila. 
where he lives. Secretly married in 
1924. Causes not recited. 





Soviet importing 20 negro players 
for a Russ picture about the Negro 
in the United States, 





Richard Rohman, newspaperman 
and p.a. doine theatre reviews over 
WVED. First last Sunday (19). 


Washington’s Headquarters. in 
Hackensack raided by Govt. men. 
Owner and barkeep snatched and 
eight quarts of alleged gin and 
whiskey. Celebrating the bi-Cen- 
tennial. 





Vivienne Segal will appear in 
opera in Rome. 





‘Hired Husband’ goes to a new 


ending. 





Spector bigamy case gets the ice. 
Up to Westchester authorities to 
prosecute Olive Borden's husband 
for bigamy, if any, and the d. a. 
says the county can’t waste the 
money. Miss Borden suing for an- 
nulment. 





Referee in the Liveright divorce 
case, in which the former Elsie 
Bartlett is seeking her freedom from 
the publisher, objects when the un- 
named co-respondent is referred to 
as a lady. 





William Duryea, former actor and 
now a tailor, seeking a split from 
former Helen Henderson, showgirl. 
Both came back from Paris on. the 
same ship, but not on speaking 
terms, 


New lighting principle being de- 
veloped. Carbon dioxide gas in 
tubes gives a clear white light. In- 
valuable for street signs and useful 
for general lighting, according to 
claims, 





Loft candy stores ‘increased the 
newspaper advertising 77% last 
month and got 296,635 more cus- 
tomers. 





Gunmen hold up haberdashery in 
the block with the Casino theatre 
and get away with $300 early Sat- 
urday morning. 





Broadway film theatres to hoist 
prices today (Tuesday) to cover the 
new tax. Only exceptions in the 
Times Square sector are the news- 
reel theatres and Loew's New York, 
though most houses are under the 
4ic limit in the early hours, 





Larry Fay, night-club prop., due 
in court for supplementary proceed- 
ings brought by creditors. Case in 
court Friday, but Fay was not 
among those present. Warrant for 
contempt issued. Fay also in a 
revenue tax jam, 





Meyer’s hotel, 
Friday (17). 


Hoboken, 
Famous oasis. 


raided 


Fatty Arbuckle unable to marry 
Addie McPhail in Albany last week, 
as planned. Divorce decree filed too 
late in California. Will splice dur- 


ing their Cleveland vaude date, he 


says. 





Amelia R. Maxwell, known as a 
rider at fashionable horse shows, is 
attorney, 
for breached contract to pay her 
$100 a week for life if she would 
He has had 
her arrested for disorderly conduct, 
and she has charged him with with- 


suing Samuel Steinhart, 


divorce her husband. 


holding $250,000 in securities belong- 
ing to her. 
on that charge. 
notic influence, 





Clem followed an accusation of 
short changing at a carnival in Am- 
sterdam, N, Y., last Thursday (16). 


Two men and two women injured. 





New taxes making plenty trouble 
For instance, fur collar on a coat 


makes it a fur garment and taxable 
accordingly. Can’t impress an agent 


without a fur-collared coat 





Jos. Weber again head of 
Fed. of Musicians. 





Rosalinda Morini, 
court to press her suit against Ott 
Kahn, 
sion of the supreme court 
rupted by a tenor in 


inter 


musical backgrounding. Miss Morin 
is asking $250,000 because Kahn de 
nied a statement in a musical jour 


Court failed to hold him 
She alleges hyp- 


Am. 
His 33d term. 


soprano, in 
Hearing in Appellate divi- 


a building 
across the way, providing a suitable 
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News From the Dailies 


This department contains rewritten theatrical news items as published during the week in the 
daily papers of New York, Chicago, San Francisco, Hollywood and London. 
credit for these news items; each has been rewritten from a daily paper. 
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voice. Hearing to determine whether 
there will be an immediate trial or 
postponement to Oct, Latter desired 
by Kahn lawyers. 

Earl Lin Dilks, of New Castle, 
Pa., is to stage a race against a 
horse. Sprints man-against-horse 
used to be popular on circus hip- 
podrome tracks, but here the dis- 
tance is 62 miles. Not yet dated. 
Atlantic City to adopt 
against marathons. 

N. J. Kleinberg, dress manufac- 
turer, leaps from 12th story win- 
dow of Hotel Taft, New York, Sat- 
urday (18). Depression. 


ordinance 





Toscanini will conduct the Wag- 
ner festival at Bayreuth this sum- 
mer. 





Virginia Franck. showgirl, eloped 
with Theodore Rousseau, Jr., son of 
an American banker in Paris, Fri- 
day 17). She met young Rosseau 
on the Harvard campus in Boston 
aad taxicabed to Media, Pa., where 
they were married. Previously wed 
to John E. Hedden, society polo 
player, and once announced her en- 
gagement to Roger Wolfe Kahn. 


Film delivery truck, operating out 
of Philadelphia, burned at Eston, 
Pa., Saturday (18), critically injur- 
ing George Edwards and Samuel 
Aikens. 


Advertising Federation of Amer- 
ica in session at the Waldorf. 
Francis W. Lawton, pres. of Gen- 
eral Business Films, will lead the 
discussion tomorrow (22) on cinema 
advertising. 


Berlin Institute of Technology 
invents a sound gauge similar to 
that developed over here by Bell 
Laboratories. Uses ‘phon’ instead 
of ‘decibel’ and top hole noise stops 
at 130 phons. 





Stanislaus Hausner, picture oper- 
ator, who failed to make the trans- 
Atlantic hop, says he'll try again. 
Wife says he can go, 





Coney Island had a beer demon- 
stration parade Saturday (18). 
About 1,000 paraders and 100,000 
spectators. Weather disagreeable 
and Coney disappointed in the 
crowd. 





Universal dickering for ‘Of Thee 
I Sing’ as a film. 





Ed Wynn’s 24-foot motor launch, 
‘All Wet,’ got that way Wednesday 
(15), when it ran aground on the 
rocks at Little Hell Gate in the East 
River. Wynn's son, Keenan, and 
another man taken off by a police 
launch and the boat taken to dry 
dock. 


Kate Smith hales Sid Solomon into 
court to explain a bouncing check. 
Says he still is shy $5,500 on her 
five-week contract at the Central 
Park Casino, 


Emily Graham has a contract with 
George Miller and Carl Hunt for a 
new play. 


Daughter of Bide Dudley, drama 
critic, eloped with Theodore Kurrus 
last week. She is only 15. Dudley 
says it’s okay by him, 


New York musical federation gets 
a setback at Los Angeles conven- 
tion. Asked complete autonomy on 
the strength of its 16,000 member- 
ship. So it takes a charter under 
federation laws. Had been out the 
past few wears owing to a revolt of 
the old organization. 





Actors’ Dinner club to stay open 
Monday, Wednesday and _ “Friday 
evenings after the dinner service. 
Games tournaments and non-match 
play. Public invited. 





David Lamar, ‘Wolf of Wall 
Street,’ again arrested for failing to 
deliver an option he sold, Out on 
$5,000 bail 


City zoo to sell various animals at 
auction tomorrow (22), Camel, 
llai.a, bison and lioness among the 
‘| offerings. 





NBC fighting Interstate Commerce 
Commission over 


Claims it is not engaged in point- 


not a common carrier. 


Collector of Internal 


does not cut the tax. 
-} be paid on face value 
sale price. 


and 


2 


-} Sachs joke. Delaware court 





its claim to the 
right to control broadcasting rates. 


to-point transmission and therefore 


Revenue 
»| rules that cut rating a theatre ticket 
Latter must 
not on 


i Eddie Cantor has a new Goldman 
rules 
-i Cantor and C. I’, Holzman must ifile! asks for jury trial on the facta, De- 


| 


|} ation is $869,819. 
}; antee 
ithe suit be decided for G-S. 


nal which credited him praising her; a bond of more than $500,000 if they 


desire to keep impounded stock con- 
cerning which they are in dispute. 
Court ordered stock to the value of 
$1,343,736 impounded. Present valu- 
Deposit is to guar- 
against depreciation should 


Samuel French to publish 
other Language.’ 





‘An- 


Health Commissioner to start a 
drive on street peddling of patent 
medicines, harmless or otherwise. 
Medicine pitchmen on increase, he 
says. 





Police report 3,000 arrests in 
Times Square zone since Jan. 1 for 
panhandling. 


Publishers plan to fight early ap- 
pearance of cheap reprints of $2 
books. 
Commonwealth Theatre movement 
off to a $6,100 start at the Chanin 
last Tuesday (14). Deems Taylor, 
acting as chief spokesman, ex- 
plained the idea was to rehearse 
new plays to a dress performance. 
Then the audience decided whether 
to try for public production with it. 
Plans to do four plays next season. 





Mrs. Tillie Leblang, 50, widow of 
Joe Leblang, married to William 
Jasie, 50, attorney. Will remain in 
the ticket business. 


Max Rabinoff forms Cosmopolitan 
Opera association to give grand 


opera in English and _ original 
tongues. i 
That suit of Lydia Lindgren 


against Otto Kahn for $500,000 dam- 
ages gets new life when appellate 
division of Brooklyn supreme court 
holds that she made out a prima 
facie case. Should have gone to the 
jury instead of being thrown out. 
She claims damages because Kahn 
failed to pay a promised sum on 
condition she drop a slander suit 


against another singer which in- 
volved his name. 
‘Blackberries of 1932, which re- 


cently folded at the Liberty, at the 
Eltinge now as a part of the burley 
show. 


Tony Arbano, on the ballet staff 
of the Metropolitan, sued for $60,000 
breach of promise by a Mrs. Rosaire, 
who asserts he met her last January 
and became engaged the following 
month. Wedding dated for June, 
but Arbano forgot. 


Warners opened their new theatre 
in Ridgewood, N. J., Tuesday (14). 


Directors of Acoustics Products 
Co. tell the court they took that De 
Forest stock only ‘when bankers for 
Sonora refused to purchase for that 
company. May have been ‘inept,’ 
but no criminal intent, is claim. De- 
cision reserved. 





Lew Brown and Ray Henderson 
off to the country to write the songs 
for their new revue due in Septem- 
ber. 


G men go down to the Village and 
put the blight on John and Jean's. 
Get about 60 bottles of something. 





‘Dread’ will come in as ‘The Web.’ 
Due Monday (27). 


‘Reunion in Vienna’ awarded the 
Megrue prize by Dramatists’ Guild. 


Katherine Millay (Mrs. Howard 
Young), William Duryea and his 
wife, the former Helen Henderson, 
and Marion Page arrived from Paris 
on the ‘Lafayette’ Friday (17). 


Thirsty who seek assuagement in 
Havana now permitted to bring in 
400 cigarets under the new law. 


Pat Rooney III in court to tell a 
dress dealer what he did with his 
wife’s diamond ring. Wants to 
plaster it for a bill, Pat says he 
lost it. 





Suit to recover a painting done 
by Max Schmeling and given a girl 
friend reveals that Max swings a 
brush as well as a mit. Girl sent 
the picture here for sale. She wants 
it back. An agent will not give it 
up until paid his commission, 





William McKeon, 42, a midget, 
went to visit a friend, Mrs. Peggy 
Carlson, Wednesday afternoon (15). 
Complaining of Yeeling ill, he was 
advised to lie down. When she 
sought to arouse him he was dis- 
covered to be dead. He was for- 
merly with the Ringling side show, 
and is said te have a brother, 
Joseph, with that circus, 





Winnie Lightner asking the W. Y. 
courts for freedom from George 





Holtrey, whom she married in Chi- 
cago in 1924 Cites eight specific 


j} instances of misconduct. Holtrey 


velops suit is snappy answer, to one 
entered two weeks ago, asking Roy 
Del Ruth, her picture director, for 
$250,000 alienation of affections. 

Dry Director Woodcock points 
with pride to his May report. In 
that month 1,380 New Yorkers were 
taken into the toils. There were 
1,273 raids in the city. 

Frank Morgan changes his mind 
about quitting ‘Hey Nonny.’ 





Eguity scores sudden closings of 
new plays. Calls it an invasion of 
the rights of the ticket buyers to 
future shows. Overlooks that the 
'M@losings are generally due to failure 
to buy in advance or otherwise. 


Beverly Bayne will act as hostess 
at Actors’ Dinner Club through the 
summer. 

Newest decision about the amuse- 
ments in RCA setup is that they 
will be known as ‘Radio City in 
Rockefeller Center,’ and not just 
Radio City, 

Harold Menjou, adopted son of 
Adolphe Menjou, jailed on the coast 
on murder suspicion charge after 
the death of Marjorie Gauthier, high 
school student. Menjou driving a 
car at 80 miles an hour to avoid 
arrest for speeding with the car up- 
setting and the girl killed, police 
claim, 


Seven stitches taken on Eileen 
Wenzel’s face after the show girl is 
injured in an auto crack-up while 
riding with Louis Ehret, of the beer 
Ehrets. Medicos don’t think the 
girl's face will be scarred. Vera 
McDermott, non-pro, and also in the 
car, suffers lacerations, brain con- 
cussion and abrasions, Ehret unin- 
jured. 





Late David Belasco’s estate valued 
by him at $1,500,000, with the largest 
part in VU. S. Government bonds. 
Producer's half interest in the Belas- 
co theatre, Washington, to be liqui- 
dated. The theatre condemned for 
government use with the owners 
collecting $600,000. Practically all 
specific bequests have been paid, ex- 
cept the last act to create a trust 
fund for Rene Belasco-Gest, If 
present values maintain, estate will 
be worth $1,000,000. 


Laurette Taylor to tryout ‘Finale,’ 
by S. K. Lauren, at Stockbridge, 
Mass., this summer. 


Coast 


Walt Disney building $50,000 home. 





Lina Basquette fined $25 for doing 
75 miles per hour through Azusa, 
outside Los Angeles. 





J. D. Pate, film stunt man, ar- 
rested for child desertion. Alleged 
he left a wife and child in Bellville, 
Kan., two years ago. 





Mickey Daniels, 18-year-old actor, 
filed notice in Santa Ana of his in- 
tention to wed Dolores Blanchard, 
16-year-old high school student. But 
when parents heard about it, Dan- 
iels and the girl changed their 
minds, 


Claire Windsor will charge black- 
mail in answer to the $100,000 alien- 
ation of affections suit filed against 
her by Mrs. Marion Young Read of 
Oakland, 





Bandits held up the Orpheum, 
San Francisco, and escaped with a 
claimed $4,900. George Bole, man- 
ager, was bound and gagged, and 
Robert S. Haines, his assistant, 
a to show the holdup men the 
safe. 





— 


Ricardo Cortez claims statute of 
limitations releases him from pay- 
ing a $143 clothes bill contracted by 
his wife, the late Alma Rubens, 





Police are searching for June De 
Von, 16, dancing in burlesque show 
at the Majestic. Girl is believed to 
have been kidnapped by a sailor 
who once before forced her to go to 
Arizona with him. 





Federal Radio Commission has 
approved leasing of KPO, San Fran- 
cisco, to NBC, by the San Fran- 
cisco ‘Chronicle’ and Hale Bros., Inc. 





Barbara Pierce, 27, film actress, 
arrested on a drunk driving charge. 








Ray Hallor, 32, actor, tried to call 
on a lady friend at 1:30 a. m Ar- 
rested, 

Roy Stewart, actor and one-time 
film producer, was arrested on a 
peace disturbance charge after he 
was alleged to have smashed every 
window in the home of Mrs. Doro- 
thy Bell. Stewart was refused ad- 








~——.» 





mittance twice then he began bys 
ing the panes, said Mrs, Bell. — 


The Willows, Reno. roadhouse anda 
divorce seekers’ rendezvous, de- 
stroyed by fre. Loss $50,000. 


George Bancroft is being sued for 
$5,670 by his former agent, Henry 
link. Money alleged for loan. 


Fifi Dorsay back after being away 
a year in vaude, 

Joan Crawford named among 
others in divorce action of the wife 
of Hubert Messenheimer, composer. 


No mention, however, made of the 


actress in the proceedings. Divorce 
granted, 

Wife of S. J. Prince, Indiana 
newspaperman, died while visiting 
Los Angeles with her husband. 


National Committee on Education 
by Radio lauded KWSC, Washing- 
ton State College, for its accome« 
plishments in air instructing. 


For escaping from a county pris- 
oners’ camp, Jack Noonan, brother 
of Sally O'Neil and Molly O'Day, 
was sentenced to three years in the 
county jail. 

Ivan Lebedeff is suing for return 
of $75 he assertedly paid Herbert L, 
Heidecker, former agent and execu- 
tive in Villa Moret Music Co., to ob- 
tain a permit for remaining perma- 
nently in this country. Money was 
down payment on full price, $500. 
Actor says Heidecker didn't keep 
his promise. 


Coast-to-Coast flying 
picture people was set in Hal 
Roach’s plane which made New 
York to Los Angeles hop in 14 hours 
19 minutes flying time. In the plane 
were Henry Ginsberg, Arthur Loew 
and William Melnicker. 


record for 





Richard Barthelmess appeared in 
court seeking to recover $72,223, 
value of stock given to his brokers 
to be used as security, but never re- 
turned to him. 


June DeVon, 16, buriesque dancer 
at the Majestic in Los Angeles, re- 
ported kidnapped by her mother, 
turned up in San Diego with a sailor 
whom she said she married a year 
ago. 


John Gilbert kept at home by an 
appendicitis attack. 

Ed Perkins, press agent, has leased 
the Greek theatre in Griffith Park 
for six Wednesday night concerts 
during the summer. 





Hoyt Medlin was found guilty by 
a Phoenix, Ariz., jury of holding up 
the Rialto theatre April 23 and rob- 
bing L. P. Weaver, manager, of $465. 


Suit for $16,150 by John W. Mce- 
Dermott, film writer, against How- 
ard Hughes and Caddo fer services 
was settled out of court. 


Coroner's jury blamed negligence 
of both drivers in crash between 
ears belonging to William Slavens 
McNutt, scenarist, and Orville Stone, 
in which Stone received fatal in- 
juries, 

Beth Moreno, step-daughter of 
Antonie Moreno, is engaged to 
Francis Tappen, all-American foot- 
ball star of U. S. C. 





Supreme court freed Lieut. Leslie 
Arnold, husband of Priscilla Dean, 
from lower court order requiring 
him to pay $75 monthly alimony to 
his first wife, who had had his mar- 
riage to the actress set aside. 


Frank Nelson Dean, 50, night 
watchman for six years at Educa- 
tional Studio, was arrested on grand 
theft charges after his home was 
found filled with property, costumes 
and fixtures assertedly stolen from 
the studio during the past three 
years. 





Claim that Metro had offered her 
a $1,000-per-week contract to beau- 
tify its players was admitted to be 
false by Della Stenig, beauty parlor 
operator. She pleaded guilty to 
borrowing $500 from one lady as @ 
supposed bond for the Metro job. 


Suit against Laura La Plante for 
$60,948 damages resulting from an 
auto collision was settled out of 
court. 

Vraie Diva, former opera singer, 
wants to get back her $25,000 dia- 
mond ring from Dr. Etta Gray. 
Ring was security on a pledge but 
Dr. Gray assertedly won't accept 
money for its return. 








Charles C. Walsh, former assist- 


ant director, was arrested = on 
charges of passing a flock of bad 
checks, 

Trial of Luther Mercado, east 
side dance hall owner, has been 


continued. It is asserted that Mer- 
cado was framed by deputy sher- 
iffs and constables because he re- 
fused to pay them $5 per night for 
‘guard duty.’ Charge against Me! : 
cado is keeping open after midnight 
(Continued, on page 43) 
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Diary of 





' Los ‘Angeles, Tuesday, 

I called Mr. Whimple of the Sure- 
fire Casting Office today about him 
making me a star and he told me to 
git tight. 

With $1.85 in my pocket about all 
J can do is sit tight. 

There was a piece in the paper 
about the picture. 
Tillie are in, and it said that the 


Mr. Bowery and 


whole studio is talking about how 
swell Tillie. is. 

I wouldn’t mind starving to death 
just to show her she isn’t so much, 


Los Angeles, Wednesday. 
Mr. Whimple wasn't in his office 
all day today because I called him 
six times and it cost a nickle every 
time. 
I thought sure I'd be a star by 
now. 


Los Angeles, Thursday. 

All I’ve got left is 65 cents and 
Mr. Whimple is never in his office 
‘because a girl keeps. saying he’s 
out. 

He has a lot of nerve being out all 
the time after he takes my $145. 
And me with a $12 hotel bill to 
pay. 


a Stooge 


By Claude Binyon 


+ 





Satire 


CALIENTE’S CRAMP 


Beer Or Wine With $1.50 Dinner— 
All For $1 


Agua Caliente, June 20. 
beer or wine away with 
a Junch shows the present condi- 
tion of business at Caliente. 


Giving 





Beth Brown, who goes rub- 
ber-necking for local color, 
dwells on the ballyhoo spieler’s 
routine on the. round- Manhat- 
tan boat trips. 


The lecturer observes: ‘On 
your right is Welfare Island, 
the municipal penitentiary. 


Note its beautiful, spacious and 
well-kept lawns. And on your 
left, note the sweltering, un- 
sightly tenements; that’s where 
the honest citizens live.’ 














_ around my shoulder and askeG 
me if I was hunegty. 

It made me ashamed for him to 
see me hungry so I tried to tell him 
I wasn't, but instead of that my 
voice got choked up and tears came 
into my eyes. 

Mr. Bowery didn’t say anything 
more. He just held onto me and 
took me around the corner to the 
Bite and Run and we sat down and 
he ordered soup and steak for me. 
| While I was eating the soup he 
asked me why in hell didn’t I go 
home, and I said I couldn’t because 
my folks and everybody thought I 
was still a famous stooge. 

I guess Mr. Bowery understood 
that because he didn’t say anything 
more about going home. He asked 








-|me where I was staying and I told 


Los Angeles, Friday. 

I'm so mad I could choke Mr. 
Whimple. He’s a fake. 

Today I got so worried with only 
15 cents in my pocket that I took 
two street cars to Hollywood and 
went to his office. There was 


girl in one of the offices and she} 


said Mr. Whimple wasn’t in, but I 
quick rushed past her into Mr. 
Whimple’s office. Sure enough, he 
was there. 

When Mr. Whimple saw me he 
jumped up and yelled that was a 
fine way for people to bust in on 
him, and I yelled back that I 
wanted my $145. 

‘Are you crazy?’ said Mr. Whimple. 
‘I've already spent more than that 
trying to make you a star.’ 

‘I don’t believe you,’ I said. ‘For 
$145 you ought to be able to make 
anybody a star in two days.’ 

‘Yeah?’ said Mr. Whimple mad- 
like, ‘with $14,000 I couldn’t make 
you a star in 20 years.’ 

That was an awful shock to me. 
‘Do you mean my money is gone 
and I don’t get anything for it?’ I 
asked. 

‘You got $200 worth of service for 
your $145 and I can’t do anything 
for you,’ said Mr. Whimple. ‘Now 
get out of here.’ 

It would have been easy for me 
to wring his neck, but I don’t want 
to get in trouble, I tried to say 
something mean to him but I 
couldn’t think of anything, so with 
my last nickle I got a street car 
back to Los Angeles, 

And row I'm in my hotel room 
with nothing to eat and no money 
and a bill to pay. I wouldn’t have 
believed it a week ago. 

What a country! 


Los Angeles, Saturday. 


I had to do it. That watch Tillie 
gave me when I was 18 is in the 
safe at the Bite and Run restaurant 
on account of how I had to have 
something to eat. 

The lady let me have ham and 
eggs on credit for the watch. Gee! 
I don’t know what to do. 

I bet Mr. Whimple is a crook and 
could go to jail for stealing my 
money, If I only knew somebody I 
would have him put in jail. 

Its night time and I’m hungry 
again and I haven’t even any 
oranges, The manager keeps asking 
me for my rent. 


‘ Some day I'll just lay down and 
ie. 





Los Angeles, Sunday. 


I sure am lucky. Here I thought 
I was going to starve to death and 
now I’m so full I could bust. Yes- 
terday I felt sad and today I'm glad. 
Things are funny. 

I went out around noon time to 
see if I knew somebody at the RKO 
theatre that would lend me a dollar, 
even if I did break up their show, 
and who should walk up to buy a 
ticket but Mr. Bowery! 

He was surprised to see me be- 
cause I looked pretty bad on ac- 
Count of not eating. So instead of 


buying a ticket he came over and | 
shook hands with me and asked me 
what I was doing. When I told him | 
didn’t | 


wasn’t doing anything he 


BEEMm so surprised, but he put his 


al: 


him about owing the hotel some 
'money and probably being thrown 
| out. 

‘And here I am ina house in 
Hollywood with two extra bed- 
rooms,’ said Mr. Bowery. ‘You pack 
|your things up and pay your bill 








|and move over to my house tomor- 
| row.’ 

| I was so happy I swallowed a 
piece of steak whole and thanked 
him twice. He just waved his hand 
and gave me a.$20. bill and wrote 
down his address for me. Then he 
paid for my meal and the lady 
said: ‘Does the gentleman want his 
watch back for 50 cents?’ 

Bowery looked at me. ‘Again?’ 
he said. ‘The first time I met you I 
had to buy that watch back for you.’ 
He laughed and gave the lady 60 
cents more for my watch. He’s a 
swell fellow. 

I thanked Mr. Bowery some more 
and went back to the hotel and told 
the manager I was moving out of 
his terrible place so the cockroaches 
could eat somebody else for a 
change. He got mad and said I 
couldn’t move out without paying 
my bill, and was he knocked over 
when I paid it! 

My stuff is all packed and I 
couldn’t eat a chocolate eclair if 
somebody threw it at me. 

A steak in you surg makes a 
difference. 





MARRIAGES 


Doris Dudley to Theodore Kurrus, 
June 13, in Westchester. Bride is 
the daughter of Bide Dudley. 


Mrs. Tillie Leblang, widow of the 
late ticketman, to William Jasie, 
non-pro, June 9 in Passaic, N. J. 


Mary Naiman, non-pro, married 
to Nate Rosenthal, manager of 
Avon theatre, Dubuque, in Chicago. 


Karin Harbrook, non-pro, to Leo 
H., Pardee, June 10, at Santa Ana, 
Cal. Pardee is staff correspondent 
of United Press in Los Angeles. 


Margaret Breunig, non-profes- 
sional, to Herbert Moulton of Par- 
amount’s studio publicity depart- 
ment, June 18, at Manhattan Beach, 
Cal... 


Virginia Franck, showgirl, to 
Theodore Rosseau, June 17 at 
Media, Pa. 


Jean Huntley, screen actress, tu 
Paul Malvern, production manager 
of Monogram Pictures, Hollywood, 
June 17. 


Isaac Silverman, former exhibitor 
at Altoona, Pa., and real estate agent 
for Warner Brothers in New York, 
and Rae E. Saul of Reading, Pa., se- 
cured a marriage license at Read- 
ing, planning to be married later 
in the month. 

Ruby Shaw, cafe dancer, secretly 
to Ted Spinadel, Chicago broker, in 
Chicago, two weeks ago. 

Doris Humpnrey, dancer and bal- 
‘let producer, married to Charles 
Francis Woodford, steamship 
cial, in Morrisville, Pa. 








John Larkin, playwright, due in 
Hollywood tomorrow (22) from New 
York to marry Eunice Chapin 
writer at Columbia studio. Wed- 
ding is set for Glendale, Calif., on 
, June 25. 


offi- 


Spenders dropping off, the 
jlunch is now $1 with a 
| beer or wine thrown in. 


Few Hotels Are 50%, | 
| Capacity in Greatly | 
| Overroomed Los Angeles 


$1.50 
bottle of 








Los Angeles, June 20. 


Coast hotels in general and Los 
Angeles taverns in particular are| 
holding their breath hoping the| 


|summer tourist rush and the Olym- 


|pic visitors will drop enough cash | 


here to keep them open during the 
coming winter. 

Los Angeles is probably the most 
|over-roomed city in America. In 
proportion, all other Coast 
from San Diego to Vancouver 
;}overboard in hotel 
tions. 

In L. A. there are 1,500 hotels and 
6,800 apartment houses and semi- 
hotels, with multiple dwelling ac- 
|commodations for 260,000 persons. 
For the past six months few, if any, 
jof the hotels or apartments have 
been operating to 50% capacity. 

Here the ace Biltmore, away be- 
|hind in its ground rental, has had 
ito have a new deal framed with the 
|}grownd owners, latter gambling on 
la percentage arrangement. Roose- 
|velt in Hollywood is being operated 
by the bondholders. More than half 
|the hotels and apartments in town 
|are under the operation of a re- 
|}ceiver or trustee for the bond- 
| holders. 

Under this type of operation is 
| the class Gaylord, El Royale, Coun- 
| try Club Manor, Hacienda, St. Fran- 
cis and La Martine. Every bank 
; and building and loan company in 
;town is in the hotel and apartment 
house business. 

Flintridge 


are 








| $2,000,000, 
$250,000, 
school. 

In each Coast town an ace hotel 
is being 
trustee; the El Cortez San Diego: 
Clift, San Francisco; 
Meeny, Portland, are in this class. 
Latter, a 600-room hotel constructed 
so that every room is a corner room, 
folded after five months of opera- 
tion. United Hotel Co, dropped the 
St. Francis, San Francisco, after 
operating it for two years. Hotel 
is now being run by locals. 

Town House, here, considered the 
finest apartment hotel on the Coast, 
has been operating to less than 50% 
capacity for a year. House must run 
70% to show profit. 4 


was sold 


to be remodeled into a 


saver for the majority of the Coast 
hostelries. At one time, the winter 
trade was the money maker, but in 
the past few years only the class 
apartment houses and hotels have 
been doing a winter business, 





Ring Ceremony 


San Francisco, June 20. 
His married life was too excit- 
ing, charged Max Firestone, local 
theatre violinist, as he applied for 
a divorce from Myra C. Firestone. 
The fiddler charged his frau with 
chasing him with a knife, getting in 
debt, abusing him, and throwing 
his wedding ring in his face, 


News: of Dailies 


(Continued from page 42) 


and not posting his license in a 
conspicuous place, 





Trial has started of the $1,000,000 
suit of Alma Rubens’ mother against 
Photoplay Publishing Co. Mrs. 
Theresa Rubens charges ‘Photoplay’ 
j}and James R. Quirk, editor, with 
making false and defamatory state- 
ments concerning funeral of the 
actress in April, 1931, 





Donald W. DeBoe, 19, who says 
he is a brother of Daisy DeBoe 
| Clara Bow’'s jailed secretary, re- 
leased by police after being ques- 
|tioned in connection with West 
| Hollywood and Beverly Hills rob- 
beries. 














Sarah Abrams, dancer, is suing 
| for $50,000 a man who ran into her 
car, Claims her legs are that amount 
less beautiful than before, 

Clifford R Mitchell, 
Geneva Mitchell, was reported by 
the actress as in the hands of ex- 
} tortionists who have been terroriz- 


brother of 


cities, | 


accommoda- | 


Biltmore at Pasadena, | 
built four years ago at a cost of} 
recently for) 


operated by receiver or | 


and Edmund | 


Summer trade is usually the life, 


Sole Diversion for Richest City 


Per Sq. Acre 


Schnozzle’s ‘Love Life’ 








Hollywood, June 20. 


‘love Life of Jimmy Du- 
rante’ is being wrested from 
the typewriter of Donald Og- 











‘ ‘+ 
1} den Stewart 
Inside on the Schnozzle's s.a. 
is for a mag. 
jing Beverly Hills and Hollywood 
residents, 
Plumbers are after Ramon No- 


collect $238.50 for supphes 
| furnished to property owned by the 
actor, 


|} varro t¢ 


' 
| 





Frances Young, actress, 

annulment of her mar- 
riage to William F. Young. Says 
she was under age when married, 
and without parents’ consent. 


Mid-West 


Dry raiders wrecked Colosimo’s in 
Chi, grabbing the liquor supply and 
arresting five attendants. The fed 
men were swinging away with axes, 


Mary 
wants an 


~ 


|with patrons in the place at the 
| time, 

| nioniaiaaind 

|} Louise Margotte, Polish actress, 


|got off with a 15-minute sentence 
!on a liquor charge in Cleveland. 
|Court originally made it an hour. to 
be spent in custody of a federal 
marshal, but later cut the time off 
\for good behavior. 





Unable to do his own financing, 
|/Henry Woempner has abandoned 
|plans for a $25,000 concert stadium 
in Minnehaha park, St. Louis. He 
|may use the Lake Harriett band- 
stand for a series of summer con- 
certs instcad, 


Al G. Barnes circus opened in 
Omaha last week, with the big top 
covering two city blocks. More than 
30 tents were put up by the show. 

Dr. Henry J, Scireson, Chicago 
plastic surgeon, has reopened his 
| fight to regain his practicing license 
in that city. He asks the courts to 
overrule the decision of the state 
board of medical examiners, which 
|revoked his license following com- 
plaints of patients, one of whom, 
|Sadie Holland, had her legs ampu- 
tated later. Dr. Schireson claims he 
did not perform the operation, 


Nat Rodgers of Rodgers and Har- 
riss circus, appointed director of all 
amusement features for the Chicago 
Fair next year is starting to line up 
attractions. 


Chi Opera. situation to be 
threshed out this week with Charles 
G. Dawes’ name mentioned to suc- 
ceed Samuel Insull as president. 
Dawes, a musician and composer 
himself, is the present v. p. of the 
opera, 

: 

Under ruling of internal revenue 
department the St. Louis Municipal 
Opera is exempt from admission tax. 
Opera functions as a non-profit 
maker, 





Urban J. Liberty, ex-Minneapolis 
pugilist, was sentenced to one year 
}in jail after pleading guilty to three 
liquor charges. 





Herman Rittenhouse, theatrical 
promoter, got 30 days in jail and his 
auto license revoked in Nebraska 
City, Neb. Reckless driving charges. 


University theatre of the VU. of 
Minn, opens its season this week 
with ‘Turandot,’ the first play. 


Ak-Sar-Ben of Omaha is putting 
on a ‘Passion Play’ this week with 
Phil, Downs, local insurance man, 
in charge of the casting. 


—_—_——_ -—_— > 


is 3c Melodrama 


Signal Hill, Cal., June 20, 


Signal Hill, a pincushion of oil 


wells north of Long Beach, is rated 
by Ripley ‘as the richest city per 
square acre in the world. Famous 


10-20-30-cent 
have dug a pitched floor and erected 


Comedians, at scale, 


a patched tent to present a typical 


canvas comedy stock company as 
the only entertainment within the 
city limits. Otto Ohimstead, im- 
presario of the venture, did this 


not so much to glean in the mythi- 
eal fertile fields of the oil town, 
but because his location is just out- 
side the city limits of Long Beach, 
where he tried in vain to get a 
permit to play his show. 

For his first bill he produced ‘The 
Unkissed Bride,’ a situation farce 
of befo’ de war vintage, dealing with 
the efforts of the young profligate 
to secure a bride and, incidentally, 
the $100,000 his uncle from Brazil 
promised him. if, he married. Com- 
pany slid through these hackneyed 
situations like a fat woman using 
banana skins,for roller skates. Al- 
though neither the author nor the 
cast competed for Pulitzer awards, 
their efforts were well received: by 
the tired sons of toil, their wives 
and the broods of children that 





| comprised the audience of about 600 
half-filling the tent. About half of 
these were paper patrons, according 

| to the fistsful of passes held . by 
|}each of the ushers, 


Doubling in Brass 


Burton Sisters, two pairs of twins 
with a male pianist, provided the 
; overture and entr’ act music, which 
;was above the par of the acting. 
This par is accounted for by the 
preference of the producer for play- 
ers who could double in ‘one’ with 
| vance specialties. 
Production consisted of one set 
— doubled as an apartment and 
| the first Wall Street broker’s office 
|that ever sported cretonne curtains, 
While the novelty of live stage en- 
tertainment may draw patrons for 
several weeks, the ineyitable com- 
parison with eyen the cheapest of 
indie pictures is bound to come. 

No chance of competing, either in 
direction, acting or sets with the 
film fare of Long Beach, which runs 
largely to two features for 15 cents, 


Everything Free Except— 


Hollywood, June 20. 

Business on the gambling boats 
operating off the coast of Long 
Beach is getting so tough the op- 
erators are offering free chicken 
dinners for patrons. 

Water taxi-fare to the floating 
Monte-Carlos is 50 cents the round 
trip, which is refunded on the pure 
chase of chips over $5. 














BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Frank Trado, son, 
| June 10 in New York. Father igs 
\of the Trado Twins (vaude); 
mother the former Carlina Dia«- 
mond, harpist. 

Mr. and Mrs. Nyman Kessler, son, 
June 8 in Sunnyside, L. Il Father 
is p.a. for Leo Brecher. 


Dr. and Mrs. Franklyn Thorpe 
(Mary Astor), daughter, June 16 in 
Henolulu, 


A son, Gerald Covel, Jr. to Mr 
and Mrs. .Gerald Covel. Father is 
manager of Daly City theatre, San 
Francisco. ; 
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a new and swanky apt. house, and 


13 Rooms for $5,800 
A Broadway film man inquired about a 13-room duplex apartment tg 


was asked $15,000 annual rental. 


He offered $5,000 and the management is after him to ante it to $5,800, 


New York Hat Shy 
| Recently leading men’s shops and department stores called in adver~ 
! tising agencies for a confab over the straw hat situation. That kind of 


lid appears to be a dead issue and 


' 
| get the male population straw hat-minded. 


|} $25,000 was so expended. — 

| Jt is claimed that New York 

men continue to wear straw hats. 

taurants and class speaks in the 
the averare man around 

because of 


something 


that 
times 
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Broadway 





Paul Streger has an idea. 

Jeane Cohen had a birthday. 

Sally O'Neill to the Coast soon. 

Leland Heyward off to Hollywood 

Celia appende¢ 
tomy. 

Walter Fleischmann now p 
on his own, 

George Gershwin denies that col- 
umn rumor. 


Gerner and an 


a'ing 


Mrs. Edward G. Robinson to the 
Coast with her daughter. 

Mary Heaton has folded her Paris 
tent and is New Yorking. 


Joseph W. Gaites out of hospital 
after second ear operation. 

Sandwich l..dies ballyhooed Callo- 
way at the State last week. 

Jim Lundy now living in Jersey 
where he does publicity for Loew’s. 

Albert Deane, of Paramount’s 
foreign department, already has his 


order in for first night tickets to 
the Radio City theatres. 

Doc Rockwell already has _ his 
heart set on Tinker Tavern, his 
summer place in Maine. 

No offer for the purchase of 


‘variety’ by anyone has been made 
for the past six months. 
News item last week when Daniel 


Frohman appeared on 46th street 
without his choker collar. 
Ben Bernie says he broke the 


backstage record at the Palace last 


week for visitors; music publish- 
ers. 
As to business Arthur Rosenfeld 


says the only reason he walks up 
and down Broadway is to get a 
tan. 

Eddie Small back to the coast via 
Savannah, his home town, then 
Havana where he’ll pick up a canal 


boat. 

Mrs. Nate Spingold (Madame 
Frances) was one of the interested 
spectators at Kiviette’s fashion 
show. 

Trude Krueger and her new 


hubby, Ham Whitman, looking the 
town over. 

There are approximately 32,000 
licensed taxicabs in Greater New 
York, and not so many people are 
using them. 

Walter Brown, actor, in private 
life Harry Nechett, discharged from 
bankruptcy; ditto John W. Gray- 
burst, advertising. 

Ralph Wilshin, Metro writer, due 
this week on his first trip east in 
three years. His father is Charlie 
Wilshin, RKO agent. 

After two nights of experiment- 
ing, a new father discovered the 
best music for putting babies to 
sleep is Ben Bernie’s. 

Sam Warshawsky getting politi- 
cal and other organizations to en- 
dorse his play, ‘Women of Destiny.’ 
It’s about a femme president. 

Mary Dalton, nurse in Dr. Leo 
‘Michel's office had appendix re- 
moved at the Medical Arts Center, 
Dr. Norman Taube operating. 

In these times the former hearty 
wish of ‘I hope you have a good 
year’ is now cut down in the show 
business to ‘I hope you have a good 
day.’ 

-A real old-fashioned medicine 
show played Brooklyn last week. 
First seen around here in years. 
Number of legit actors serving as 
barkers. 

‘No bathing suit required’ is the 
ballyhoo in connection with a 
hotel's swimming pool. Strictly 
men, of course, but unusual enough 
for a hotel. 

Sylvia Sidney to the Coast after 
a fortnight’s vacash. Bee and Doc 
Sidney, her parents, join her in 
August for her birthday, this being 
the Doc's first Coast visit. 

Many of those private yachts are 
not being put into commission this 
summer. Among the idle crafts are 
J. P. Morgan’s ‘Corsair’ and the 
‘Warrior,’ owned by Harrison Wil- 
liams. 

Louis Sobol is the third to join 
the Broadway columnizing pent- 
house clan in Greenwich Village. 
Rian James and Bob Garland are 
already ensconced atap roof apart- 
ments. 

One of the newsboys in Times 
square is proud of himself. He has 
a big sign reading, ‘This is the 
original stand that started selling 
2c papers for 2c.’ Original is un- 
derlined. 

The Nate Blumbergs’ Scotch ter- 
rier committed suicide by leaping 
off the roof of their 12th story 
penthouse on West 96th street. 
That Mrs. Vera Blumberg daily re- 
hearses her voice at home for the 
radio may have been a factor. 





Bill Elson back from Broadway. 

Max Balaban back in shape again. 

Will Hays moved in and out 
Quietly. 

Johnny 
pew office. 

Bill Adler set up his own pub- 
licity office. 

Charlie Kurtzman excavated a car 
with tire on it, 

Nan Elliott's red hair belies that 
@alm personality. 

Morris Silver now the sartorial 
Pace setier around town. 

Julius Tannen did a couple 


Joseph ensconced in his 


of 





| daily paragraphs for the ‘Examiner’ 


| . 
“lon the G.O.P. convention. 


Madeline Woods has gone psychic 
since handling Gene Dennis. 

Sam Bramson and Biggie Levin 
|; doing a ‘Damon and Pythias.’ 

A. Milo Bennett adding to his col- 
lection of stock and rep plays. 
Mort Singer, in town and 


out, 
| making it a regular thing now. 
Louis Machat figuring on a series 
of- revivals for his arty Cinema. 
Jack Dwork becomes an officer in 
still another local theatre corpora- 
tion. 
Ted Weems claims he’s an Official 


road ballyhooer for the World’s 
Fair. 

Hans Muenzer, Chicago theatre 
concert maestro, off for a vacash 
abroad, 

Dave Dubin and. Henri Elman 


m. ec’ing at the opening of their ex- 
change. 

Gus Arnheim .proclaimed the win- 
ner in a golf contest between band 
leaders. 

Mae Tinee 
time by many 
luncheon. 

Sam _ Roberts 
week thereby 
whistling. 
Lillian Murray to the coast after 
filing in a couple of weeks in local 
burleycue, 

Roy Bruder giving himself a mike 
test on the Chicago theatre air 
programs. 

Jack Marvin hopped into town 
and right into a commercial talker 
production. 

Film critics gave a blowout to Bill 
Pine on his departure to the coast 
for Paramount. 

Louis B. Mayer here for the 
G.O.P. jamboree and coming out for 
the repeal plank. 

Tom Maloy and George Browne 
back from the IATSE convention 
and in harness again. 


Myer Golden around. 

The Lachmans off to Paris. 
Cecil Landau’s club closed down. 
Al Greene present on a holiday. 
Joe Kirkland hiding in Tedding- 
ton. 

The Yo-Yo craze has reached its 
peak, 

G. B. Paine, 
versal. 

Adrain Brunel in a huddle with 
B.B.C, 
Lauri 


ideas. 

Stanley Wathon at Schmidt’s res- 
taurant. 

Nan Blackstone doing her own 
agenting. 

Sam Harbour now knows who Al 
Lewis is. 

Polly Walker 
apartment, 

Four new cocktails at Savoy bar 
in six days. 

Herbert Wilcox supervising five 
productions. 

English train did 78 to 54 minutes, 
world’s record. 


first 
Pine 


the 
Bilt 


for 
the 


lampe:< 
at 


last 
his 


lost a _ tooth 
improving 








treasurer of Uni- 


Wylie working out new 


for 


looking an 


Carlyle Blackwell off to the 
States June 16. 
Standee trade at the Palladium 


for Crazy Month. 


Johnny Miller selling numbers to 
Campbell-Connelly. 


Non-stop cabaret at the Nott 
drawing the curious. 
Prince of ./ales now patronizes 


the Savoy restaurant. 


Bill Foss, columnist, taking up 
football in his old age. 


Jimmy Bryson running around 
with the ‘l’anfare’ unit. 


Chic Endor and Charlie Farrell 
recording for Columbia. 


Jack Waller looking like he has 
another musical winner. 

Clarence Derwent here from New 
York, looking for plays. 

Alex Esway doing scripts for 
London Film Productions, 

Julian Rose opposite 
Fields in her new talker. 

Clifford Whitley’s show boat made 
its maiden trip, well papered. 

Jack Raymond to do one film at 
Kaling before end of the year. 

American here now deciding to 
come back to spend the winter. 

Only nine men from Northcliffe 
House at a first night last week. 

Arthur Dent and Earl St. John 
look like Anglo-American bank al- 
liance, 

Glenn Fllyn’s mother part win- 
ner of an $8,000 cross-word puzzle 
contest. 

Archie Parnell anxious for a ver- 
bal battle at the Prince of Wales 
theatre 

Margaret Whigham mentioned by 
one columnist five t'mes in four 
daily fei.tures. 

Pavilion manacement 
refreshments to the 
including ice water. 


Gracie 





providing 
artists gratis, 








CHATTER 


Hollywood 


Walter Lang back from Europe. 


B.B.B. nursing Paul Whiteman’s 
Schnauser. 

Grace McKee new film librarian 
at Columbia. 

Ben Gould slowly recovering from 
a severe cold. 

Roland Young due back from 
abroad July 1. 

Bob Burkhart in Fox publicity de- 
partment again. 

Gary Breckner deserting acting to 
write liability insurance. 

George Naylor to Frisco to sell 
Columbia’s new product. 

Nydia Westman from legit due 
here within a few weexs. 

Wm. Bakewell and Ben Alexander 
contemplate a trip to Europe. 

Ernest Truex and his agent, Mur- 
ray Feil, making the studios. 

Harry Leon Wilson being trotted 
around the studios by Homer Croy. 

Evelyn Winters’ dog causing havoc 
among the Paramount song writers. 

Jill Esmond and Laurence Olivier 
plan a trip to England this summer. 





‘Rain’ company returned to U.A. 
studio after seven weeks at Cata- 
lina. 

Felice Greenberg of F&M’s New 
York office here for six weeks’ va- 
cation. 

Sign on a Chinese medicine 
house: Chew & Chew Chinese 
Herbs. 


Polly Moran gives mother a beach 


house at Laguna for a birthday 
present. 
Mrs. Eric Pinker mother of Con- 


stance and Joan Bennett, here for 
the summer. 

‘Lucky Day’ plays a return en- 
gagement at Pantages June 23 with 
original cast. 

Al Fineman parading the boule- 
vard with a miniature chow, a 
birthday gift. 

Coppers now shagging the auto- 
graph hounds in front of the boule- 
vard eateries. 

Frances Marion taken to Metro on 
stretcher to review rushes of her 
latest picture. 

Mary Pickford and Doug Fair- 
banks weekending at Sidney Fish 
ranch, Carmel. 

Warners having the Los Indio polo 
field cleaned up for the return of 
Darryl Zanuck. 

Maurice (hevalier going to Cannes, 
France, until fall when he finishes 
‘Love Me Tonight.’ 

Llewellyn Miller, d. e. of the ‘Rec- 
ord,’ was a sketch artist before she 
took to scribbling. 

Dave Rector, Long Beach exhib- 
itor, goes to Germany this summer 
to see his mother. 

Sojin, jr., son of Japanese actor, 
doing some picture work but inter- 
ested in set iesigning. 

Mervyn LeRoy, Hal Wallis and 
Anton Grot will see Honolulu dur- 
ing the Warner shutdown. 

Writers’ club reverts to its usual 
summer schedule of producing one- 
act plays every other month. 
Paramount publicity boys say 
George Cohan gives them more co- 
operation than the film players. 

Mary Henry, formerly ‘Miss Phy- 
sical Culture’ and ‘Vanities’ show- 
girl, in town hoping for pictures. 
Ken Porter sprained an ankle in 
line of duty—taking stills of Roach 
bathing beauties in San Gabriel 
creek, 

‘General’ Theodore Lodijensky, 
former cafe owner, landed back at 
Metro as technical man on ‘Ras- 
putin.’ 

Vivienne Osborne’s success as a 
blonde in ‘Two Seconds’ has decided 
her remaining that way perma- 
nently. 

Harry Brand wants to be a re- 
ceiver. Says it’s the one profession 
that doesn’t have to worry about 
unemployment. 

Leslie Howard evaded all wel- 
comers by arriving in town day 
ahead of schedule. Domiciling at 
the Elsie Janis home. 

Judge Edward Brand of Universal 
City says he will give anyone $50 
if they can tell him where his court 
room is in that village. 

With fishing poor at his Silver 
Lake camp, Wally Beery hopped off 
in his plane for Utah regions where 
the sport is more exciting. 

P. J. De Cicca, New York’s 
broccoli king, is strong for Thelma 
Todd. He’s on his second visit 
here within a fev; weeks. 

Harry Bracken drove a tennis ball 
so hard he nearly knocked the wind 
out of Herb McIntyre (RKO) and 
suffered a broken wrist bone. 

Dale Keith, Hollywood newsboy, 
who stooged at the last Wampus 
meeting, got a job as a Fanchon & 
Marco chorus boy because of it. 

Norman McLeod returns from his 
European trip June 21 and will pick 
up ‘Horse Feathers,’ halted through 
Chico Marx’ automobile injuries. 

James Cagney says Warners will 
make only 56 instead of 60 pictures 
this vear. He's not counting the 
four Warners announced for him. 

Herbert Mundin, English actor, i 
soins to Canada for a few weeks 
co he can re-enter right side up and 

satisfy the immigration authorities 

George Wotherspoon typing press 








stories and shaving with left hand 
since breaking right shoulder while 
company manager with F&M unit. 

‘Osaka Mainichi,’ Japanese news- 
paper, is sending 100 of that na- 
tionality here for the Olympic 
games. Got the trip through a con- 
test. 

Music department at United Art- 
ists has a musical teakettle that 
whistles when it boils. Then Al 
Newman and the staff knock off for 
a cup. 

Issue of the ‘Daily Journal,’ legal 
paper, that carried the Los Angeles 
tax delinquencies weighed 10 
pounds and contained more than 
600 pages. 

Richard Rodgers and Lorenz Hart 
deny that they are writing any mu- 
sic for Gerhold Davis’ ‘Footlights. 
Also deny even talking about doing 
the score. 

Hilda Moreno, former Ziegfeld 
girl, is up from Mexico City where 
she had a lead in a government- 
made picture. Being offered around 
at studios. 

Fox studio employes are going for 
indoor baseball, with eight teams 
forming an intra-studio league. 
Games are played each night on the 
studio grounds. 

Jennie Thomas, who returned last 
week from Reno after divorcing Bill 
Thomas, Pantages p.a., immediately 
married Fred Gilbert, friend of 
Rodney Pantages. 

Columbia has a picture 
‘Hollywood Speaks.’ Larry Hart 
says he doesn’t think there are 
enough of them here to make an 
interesting story. 

Current revival of the Garret 
Club is working for solidity by in- 
viting adherents of various other 
recent and fleeting little theatre 
movements to join. 

Candid camera and fan mag pho- 
tographers run ragged trying to get 
pictures of. Marlene Dietrich and 
Josef von Sternberg with their 
heavily-armed bodyguards. 

Business so good at the Chinese 
that Sid Grauman has a one-sheet 
board in fore court advertising 
Henry Duffy’s ‘Blessed Event’ at 
El Capitan, just across the street. 

Irving Carlin, former M-G-M 
salesman, now operating the Alva- 
rado theatre, and Jack Drum, Co- 
lumbia salesman, are opening a new 
cafe on Flm Row that will be called 
‘Kibitzer’s Roost.’ 

Taking care of the conventioneers 

in Los Angeles during the Olympic 
games is still worrying the picture 
publicity directors. There’ll be an- 
other meeting Tuesday to decide 
how to say ‘no’ politely to the ma- 
jority of them. 
Hal Roach framing a gag for a 
press showing of the new Laurel and 
Hardy feature whereby the _ re- 
viewers will be taken to the F-wc 
house in Pomona in a special train, 
with the comics doubling as engi- 
neer and fireman. Southern Pacific 
doing the providing. 


3 Berlin 


Andre Pilot here. 
Eric Charell home from London, 


Ernst Verebes returns from Rou- 
mania, 


Kaete Dorsch guest playing in 
Vienna, 

Martha Eggerth for a year with 
Aafa film. 

Siegfred Onegin goes with the Zue- 
rich opera, 

Gerhard Lamprecht, director, got 
a contract from Ufa. 

Conradt Veidt to London for a 
Gaumont-British film. 

Hans Brodnitz, manager of Emel- 
ka theatres, on vacation. 

Jules Marx, general manager of 
Scala concern, 50 years old. 

Elisabeth Bergner for lead in new 
play by Ferdinand Bruckmer. 

George Gross, designer, to New 
York and the Students’ League. 

Jan Kepura will do three more 
musical pictures for Cine-Allianz. 

Gerhart Hauptmann present for 
discussions with Director Fritz 
Hirsch. 

Frieda Leider signs with the Met- 
ropolitan Opera for the coming 
season. 

Lothar Wolf for Osso’s produc- 
tion in Budapest, with a long term 
contract. 

Fritzi Massary to play Mme. 
Steinheil in the play of same name 
by Roland Schacht. 

Valeska Gert, dancer, opens next 
fall a nite club on the style of the 
aris Grand Guignol. 

Richard Strauss will hold open- 
ing performance of his new musical, 
‘Arabella,’ at Dresden. 

Martin Zickel left the Deutschess 
Lichtspiel-Syndikat (German Ex- 
hibitors’ Syndicate) as production 
manager. 

Fritz Kreisler, Friedrich Schorr, 
Elena Gerhardt, Richard Tauber and 
Wilhelm Backhaus in London for 
concerts. 

Manfred von Brauchitsch, winner 
of the Berlin Avus auto race, to 
Mestro‘film company for an auto- 
mobile picture, 

Lil Dagover to maic A su 
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through Italy with Emmerich 
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Paris 


Rachell Hartwell back. 

Barbette back from England. 
South Americans going home, 
Manny Frankel expected back. 
Harry Lachman expected back. 
Brigitte Helm in from Berlin. 
Edward Stirling rn from London. 
Ian Reed now sporting a monocle, 
Suicides keeping local news hot, 
Jack Buchanan back to London, 
Neil Martin giving up his house, 


Helen Hayes expected next week, 
Paul Sloane expected over short- 





ly. 
Barney Glick doing some market- 
ing. 

Charles Lara back from 
wood. 

Lawrence Tibbett here with 
wife. 

Etta Lee planning to go to New 
York. 

Ernest Pascal here 


Holly« 


new 


after world 


tour. 

The Gordon Pollocks are linger- 
ing on, 

Florence Gillium p.a.’ing for 
Moissis. 


Jean Lesieur off to Morocco and 
Algiers. 


Phillip Barry may g0 home 
shortly. 
Beer drinking heavier this year 


than last. 

Edna St. Vincent Millay living on 
left bank. 

Herb Cruikshank hiring a car to 
see Paris. 

Vilma Banky going 
Hungary. 

Frank Vernon recuperating from 
operation. 

Fannie Brice welcomed by friends 
at station. 

Earl Carrol taking Turkish baths 
at the Lido. 

Beatrice Lillie going to rest on 
the Riviera. 

Throat cutting 
has started. 

Jean Delmour, erstwhile Malcolm 
Moulder, here. 


through to 


in record prices 


G. W. Pabst changing hotels to 
avoid visitors. 
Laurel and Hardy will only be 


here for week. 


More hangers on than usual at 
society events. 
Charlotte Greenwood expected 


over next month. 

Wambly Bald going to the Ri- 
viera on vacation. 

The 10 o'clock revues getting a 
few Americans now. 
Bea Matthews giving party for 
the Sam Pearlmans, 
Morrie Markey in 
to go to Manchuria. 
Pearl Shepherd 
sailing by two weeks. 
Corinne Griffith undecided 
a villa on the Riviera. 

Willem van Loon giving dinners 
for New York visitors. 

Beatrice Wanger still entertain- 
ing at Faubourg dinners. 

Bill Gowdey only American mem- 
ber of Ray Ventura’s band. 

Every club in town’ turned 
somersaults over Amelia Earhart. 

Olga Petrova and Beulah Live 
ingstone sailing home this month. 

Doris Niles at the Bagdad and 
then on to England for Paramount. 

Norma Talmadge smart in a gray 
tailormade on the Champs Elysees, 

Ruth Elder and her’ husband, 
Wolter Camp, around before arctic 
tour. 

Claire Luce giving cocktail 
parties and then to London to see 
sister act. 


town waiting 
delaying her 


about 


Georges Fontana and his new 
partner, Anna Ludmilla, at the 
Montmartre. 


Mary Heaton not selling furni- 
ture but closing apartment and off 
to New York. 

Pauline Garon says she can find 
something to do here always, that’s 
why she’s staying. 

Pearl White up for Rosie Dolly's 
party at the Ambassadeurs, then on 
to the Montmartre. 

Frank Maier of the Ritz bidding 
for some old fine champagnes at the 
Voisin cellar auction. 

Bob Stern taking a pop at 
Paramount for refusing him admit- 
tance to review new film. 

Arthur Moss and wife enter- 
tained by former wife at opening 
of so-called Paris speakeasy. 


Depresh Hits Critics 





(Continued from page 1) 


column and is only writing humcr 
gossip now. Charles Collins, ‘Trib’ 
man, is cutting down on his stuff, 
running it only two or three times 
a week, while the ‘Examiner’ has 
Ashton Stevens doubling up with 
Carol Frink, its picture critic, on the 
same page. Formerly the two had 
separate pages. 


i 


man’s operetta, ‘Der Teufelsreiter 
(‘The Devil Rider). ; 
Dr. Frankenstein, Berlin phys!- 
cian, sucs the German Universal- 
film for misusing his name in tie 
picture, ‘frankenstein.’ 
Rolf Nuernberg, chief of 
ton depar.ment of ‘Berliner 


t tour | Zeitung,’ to New York to 1 
Kal- 1 Sharkey-Schmeiing fight 











8 eb ee tet 























On. 
cle, 
hot, 
jon, 
use, 
eek, 
orte 
Ket- 
lly 
new 
New 
orld 
rer< 
for 
and 


me 


, on 
r to 

to 
rom 
nds 
iths 

on 
ices 
olm 


to 


at 
sted 
Ri- 


for 
ting 

her 
yout 
ners 
ain- 
em- 


rned 
rt. 
Live 
th. 
and 
unt. 
pray 
sees. 
and, 
“ctic 


<tail 
see 


new 
the 


irni- 
i off 


find 
nat’s 


lly’s 
n on 


ding 
t the 


at 
mit- 


iter- 
ning 


Ps 


mcr 
Trib’ 
stuff, 
imes 

has 
with 
n the 
had 


———. 


eiter’ 








a te 





iascshar tapers nse 











Tuesday, June 21, 1932 


TEMES SQWARE—SPORTS VARIETY 45 








ae 


Variety’ Muggs Hope 
To Play Some Baseball, 
This. Time Vs. Famous 


Famous Music Corp. and ‘Variety’ 
are thinking of letting the public 
jn to see their respective teams 
make a bum out of the good old 
national pastime, baseball, in East 
Flatbush, Brooklyn, this afternoon | 


| 
(June 21). 

‘Variety's’ diamond stars by this | 
time have fully recuperated from 
the Witmark game a couple of weeks 
ago. That was more of a track meet 
than a ball game, with the ‘Variety 
players in better physical trim than 
Witmark’s at the finish because 
they only ran around the bases 
geven times to Witmark’s 21. 

The one guy who stuck to the 
finish said the last three innings 
were the most enjoyable he’s ever 
witnessed. He suffers from insom- 
nia and it was the first sleep he had 
in six weeks. 

Witmark won the game because 
its pitcher, a conscientious song 
plugger who dished ‘em up like 
Bugs Raymond in a rainstorm, in- 





gisted on singing a verse and two | 


choruses before each lob. He used 
‘Rock-a-bye Baby’ as a theme song 
and the ‘Variety’ babes didn’t wake 
up until the empire yelled ‘Three 
strikes.’ 











Pettit Sisters band, at Ballroom, 
Pismo Beach, California, for the 
summer. 

‘irl. combo follows Val Valente’s 
band which is touring the sticks, 








MILK FUND FIGHT 


JUNE 
ronre D1 st 
SCHMELING 


HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION 


SHARKEY 


15 ROUNDS—DECISION 
MADISON SQUARE 


GARDEN BOWL 
LONG ISLAND CITY 
ALL SEATS RESERVED 


NOW ON SALE All Full-View Seats 
Mad, Sq. Garden Box Office, Bowl 
Box Office—other Ticket Agencies 

Tax Included in Price 


TUES. 
EVE. 








‘Suspect Nudist Camp But 


| 300 guests before the summer is 
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(Oral Competi ‘m Telling You 
S. A. Oral Competition Starts Tm Te ou 
L. A. Deg Tracks’ Bally : 
New 24-sheet billboard paper r 
for Bull Durham tobacco By Jack Osterman 
arousing more comment than Los Angeles, June 20. mea? 
the noted original, which pic- . — : 
tured a fierce bull behind a Minus a race track for many| wooyvER RENOMINATED...., for ham. When refused he left the 
fence. years, Los Angeles may now see | ‘WAS THAT THE HUMAN THING | store and was greeted outside by 
New litho retains the bull la battle between two rival race|TO DO? la terrific thunder and lightning 
but also has a contented cow. || track promoters who have both an- srs — he skies h id 
Over the cow’s picture is the Pewee their ovals will be in ios | Somebody’s Coming to Our House 7 Looking up to the = e said, 
lettering: ‘My Hero.’ poe be Sent 2 | Well, there’s no use making a What, just for asking? 
} eration Dy Sept. + i|chump out of Winchell. t's all} ag 





. ’ . 
Promoters are James Smoot, It’s Possible 


e ‘ | truc Personally we hope it’s a 
Trick Contracts Brin Florida track svner and operatcr,| hoy, we're tired doing a_ single Jack Benny says he played golf 
g and Harry Lewis, who is promot Exactly when it will arive is our! on public links which were in such 
0] ’ W . ing the Baldwin Park Jockey club. | gown scoop, and that’s the main/| bad condition he lost a ball on the 
ymMpics age ims Goth expect to build similar tracks, | reason we went columning. green 
a one mile oval with a two mile] ers — es 
steeplechase track around it. Both | 
Los Angeles, June 20. will be in Baldwin Park, have ac Tough Break Out of the Mouths of Babes 
, ‘ ‘3 . Torry en a .) — 
Twelve contact men working on/|commodations for 1,200 horses and Benny (Original Crooner) Field Hi Iu 3 fiv yea l boy 
ee “=r , , oy: sta ‘apacity 50.000. and | knows a fellow w! spent ver a/|saw a Vaude bill. He had watched 
the Olympics official pictorial sou- grand ‘ ind capacity of o VY, and KNOWS a Tel0W wad spent oO ve a zs : : ee eres 
clain: they will have the cream of | thousand bucks to cure himself of} three acts and the tourth was a 


venir filed wage claims totaling $1,- halitosis, only to find that people | mind reader. 
r Latter announced he would an- 
swer any question, so the kid 
jyelled—‘When does the _ picture 


} start?’ 


: Sora | American horseflesh, 
020 with the labor commission and | Jockey Club is promoting a pri- | didn't like him anyway. j 
' 


displayed what they term are trick vate club ‘limited’ to 1,000 members, 
| with clubhouse inside the grounds. 
| Neither promoter has started con- | 


contracts. 


The Great Garbo 


Most of the documents provided | Robert (Eve. Telegram) Garland 
that if 100,000 copies of the book ET UCUOn Fe. 


] 
i 
| 
, ‘ as receive severa stters from 
- ; ; tga Lewis launched the floppo Edge- | 225, received several letters from | 
printed by the Neuner Corp. and waher Bens, Clue baie William | G@rbo fans since he panned her| 
° P . rh * é ¥ 2€ac ‘ re, até } 
distributed by the Fenton-Tevis or- | : 


| eva, ’ Ete Te ms So . aske 

, d |P. Kyne, who ran out on a race | Grand Hotel’ performance. One| someone oes . 
ganization, both named as defend- i se | epistle stated that no critic is fit| liked the Roxy and he answered, 
ants, were sold in Los Angeles, the 


j}meet in Reno ilast year, is asso- } , . ‘ ‘T+? : F = P 
| iated ith hi ; y to remain seated while Garbo is| ‘It’s a nice little town’....Clark 
A 4 e 1 ¢ ‘+e Ww q ; . P : _ 
men would get minimum of $30 B With om | Robinson should get a medal for 
and a maximum of $35 a week. If | 


standing on the s 
lighting that ‘Bolero’ number.... 
more than 650,000 and less than | 


| Sam Ledner and Lew Brown are 
100,000 were peddled, pay went | inseparable ..does that make Sam 
down accordingly. In case less than 





Ostermania 
Frisco how he 


creen., 





coca 
Brotherly Love 


IKE LAZARUS SUICIDES 
census Harold (Jans and) Whalen asked|a Man About Brown?....Many an 


50,000 were sold, men got nothing.| No Financial Troubles—Thinking of | brother Friar, Oscar Lorraine, if| act is dressing in room number one 





Remainder of the contracts were) Friends Before Death he would like to be & guest star | at the Palace that. used to just visit 
similar except that some of the em- some night at the Roxy. Oscar/it....At the Hollywood Gardens 
ployees were to get $60 instead of | |}agreed, whereupon Harold said: | you follow the green line to your 
$20 minimum. | Ike Lazarus, well-known around ‘Oke, what name are you going |table....On some of those radio 


Men worked three weeks, were Broadway when he was active as a 
switched from contact work to sell- ;city governmental official, and 
ing, and then quit. | brother of Moe Lazarus and Mrs. 

‘ Et ais i |Harry Cooper (of the old Empire 
|City Quartet), jumped from the Old Maestro Bernie used the mike 
lroof of the Cooper home on West | UP to the finish of his act last week 
|End avenue Saturday afternoon | at the Palace, and then stepped 
. e | (18). He died almost instantly. | down to the foots and used his 
Haven't Seen Anything | Lazarus, in failing health, lived | tWO-a-day voice. 
with the Coopers. He was by no a 
sae means financially dependent. Logical 

Highland, N. Y., June 20. A note to his sister told of his Sid 

Looking for a nudist at Camp | financial accounting and where to| yaude cir-cuts reduce thcir bills, Final week preceding the fight 
Olympia, on the outskirts of this | look for it, plus a postcripted memo | is that they don’t want to show too| between Max Schmeling and Jack 
town, is like the proverbial needle | requesting Mrs. Cooper to ‘be kind | many hams to hungry audiences. Sharkey, the ticket sale spurted and 
in the haystack. They may exist|}to those who owe me money.’ isa it was estimated the gate would top 
but so far no one has seen anything. $400,000. 

Remember the time when the first si eee eg Espns? ag, = cp 
| thing you looked at in ‘Variety’ was | °° 5©4'S Was sol each, calling ro 
6 y 9 While that might be 


° © °nne the route sh. kal “ ;}second row. 
Chi Ends In Killing BO route Bh. -t to see where your | considered high for tickets priced 


friends were playing? , me . 
Chicago, June 20. Now you look to see if the the- at $23 at the boxoffice, it is well 
under speculaior rates in petter 


Shooting affair at the Dells, | tre is still there. times, Baek” Cenk the fees 
roadhouse in Morton Grove, nearby aan Fund participates in the profits was 
acre tract on a small lake. This|SUPUr>, has the operators of the Punishment claimed to have added $100,000 to 
particular section is well protected spot guessing and worried. It's the There’s the story of the Hebrew | the gross. 

from all roads passing the bound- second attack on the cafe in 4! who went into a delicatessen, or- Betting odds were close at 6 te 
ries of the estate. month, the Tast one taking form in| qereqd some cold cuts and asked 5, with the German favored. 


It is said that several guests, all OR AEUOMEPIOS SEU SY fey Tee Penns — 
se sts, TAA AA TCA MO 


NEW YORK THEATRES 


Group of armed bandits stormed 
the camp. 
‘EEO EE UNO TD 


to use?’ programs they should have a guest 
|}announcer for a novelty....LaHiff 
1 Hope You Like It |is praying for hot weather so he 
can open his Tavern cooling system 
.».- - ARE YOU READING? 





$400,000 GROSS 


Ticket Sales Spurt Final Week 
Before Heavyweight Show 





Sollinger says the reason 








Remember? 
A nudist cult known as the Olym- 


pic league has secured a 400-acre 2nd Dells Attack In 
estate here and reports are that} 
the place will be visited by Perce 








over. Estate has been named Camp 
Olympia and the nudists will have 
as their playground proper a 30- 











At present, however,/the Dells last week, crashing 
they seem to have withdrawn. | through the guards and grabbing 
Management of the camp expects | apout $10,000 from the gambling 
July and August to prove the best/;o9m, but were caught on the re- 
months. bound and shot it out with the po- 

Local authorities refuse comment | lice. One of the guards, Fred 
on the camp, merely stating that! Paccelli, was bumped off while a 
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so far they haven't seen any nude!cop winged one of the rod men. All “One of the finest plays of 
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BARBARA STANWYCK 
and DiC KIE MOORE 




















Frank Shaw’s Frisco Try 5 7 tp sain oS ansehen ATG 
San Francisco, June 20. 
Frank Shaw is back from Reno 8B! St ST. Sealinenes Giews 
nd plans to open his own cafe in Wed. to Fri., June 22-24 
the upstairs Parn on Market street. Edna Ferber's 


Understood the “SO BIGC”’ 


Dan m. c, is 
BARBARA STANWYCK 
and DICKIF MOORF 





former Coffee 


being backed by the 





Offenbach radio store chief, who 
owns the spot and has tried with- 
Out success to make a go of it. 


H. A. LANZNER, General Manager 
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Going 


Places 


By Cecelia Ager 





Palace Has Changed 
The Palace is no longer the very 
ene place where Lillian Shade’s Al 
Siegel-arranged numbers could be 
sure of getting their full measur? 


of appreciation. The new Palace 
audience hasn’t been in training 
leng enough to understand. Voice 
and appearance are adequate, but 


Miss Shade’s exciting, sophisticated 
delivery is a distinctive thing, ex- 
quisitely rehearsed, steady, sure, 
rich with surprises. Neither her 
blue mousseline dress nor pink lace 
frock compare to it in style. 

Lady Yukona Cameron has a new 
costume of egg shell taffeta, a shade 
that blends with the gold of her 
hair and contributes generously to 
the inherent majesty of her per- 
sonality.” Her violet blue satin 
dress, molded gracefully. to her 
Wagnerian figure, has a mysterious 
way of staying put through all the 
violent wrestling in which she en- 
gages without the slightest loss of 
dignity. 

Eve Sully’s vaguely vacant char- 
acterization is enhanced by her neat 
blue and white street costume and 
ga-ga gob hat. 


Wistful Little Rich Girl 

Three real people happened to 
get into ‘Merrily We Go to Hell’ and 
found themselves responding to di- 
rection and surrounded by a pro- 
duction as credible and unaffected 
as they were. 

Sylvia Sidney may not look like 
the daughter of a. fine old family 
nor. talk like one; but picture au- 
diences are going to like her own 
emotional sincerity a lot better than 
if she were a more accurate and less 
warmly human proponent of the 
type. She has a little girls’ help- 
lessness on the screen that is in- 
finitely appealing. 

While conquering the mysteries 
of picture make-up, Miss Sidney 
has not yet discovered a personal 
style of costume and coiffure which 
do justice to her individuality. Her 
clothes in ‘Merrily We Go to Hell’ 
are all too mature, too detailed with 
ornamention, and they fail to ac- 
complish what is all too obviously 
their uurpose—the flattering of her 
figure. Shawl collars and clumps of 
artificial flowers are placed inju- 
dicially for the screen, and her 
white beaded tea time costume very 
nearly destroys the impression of 
taste and background accorded by 
the very lovely sets in which it’s 
worn. 

Adrianne Allen is a_ civilized, 
charming villainess with a quiet and 
therefore doubly effective technique. 
Her poise and delicately modulated 
diction offer good contrast to Miss 
Sidney's tumultuous intensity, mak- 
ing her a menace triumphant even 
when, to the audience's relief, she 
suffers defeat. 





Capitol’s Many Femme’s 

With profound respect for the 
Ziegfeld tradition, the Capitol pre- 
sents a condensed version of ‘Rio 
Rita,’ whose economies are con- 
cerned onjy with plot. Its show- 
girls’ headdresses are as huge as 
ever Zieggy put forth, its costumes 
as lush with silk yardage, its chorus 
as lithely versatile. Kitty Carlisle 
is a handsome prima dona,~and 
Joyce White a hard-working, hard- 
dancing, if not too spontaneous'y 
funny, comedienne. 

There is a moonlight ballet, a 
Tamara Geva derived toe ballet, 
a tap dancing line-up; each routine 


about his shoulders nonchalantly, 
but always very careful not to put 
his arms in their sleeves. Through 
the stress and strain of outwitting 
gunmen, of running down scoops, 
he never forgets how the well 
dressed Hollywood youth with Con- 
tinental education should drape his 
coats. Newspaper men may not ap- 
prove, but. style-conscious lads of 
the hamlets will be grateful for the 
tip. 

Ann Dvorak and Frances Dee 
have nothing to offer the flaps that 
compares with Mr. Fairbanks’ splen- 
did suggestion. ‘Love Is a Racket’ 
is just a resting place on Miss 


Dvorak's ascent to larger audiences. |} 


Not. once does she play the piano, 
she doesn’t remember to. stand 
straight, the camera man is indif- 
ferent to her. better facial angles, 
and the costume and hair-dressing 
departments do their jobs, but with- 
out that inspired flair that would be 
nice. 

Miss Dee looks like a regular girl, 
so she turns out not to be. Cecil 
Cunningham, compelied by” the 


script to enact a murderess, never | 


gets an opportunity to show 
very droll she really is. 


how 


Kiviette-Le Maire-Simpson 

Kiviette and Charles Le Maire, 
after many years’ apprenticeship in 
making the lovely ladies of the mu- 
sicals even loveliecr, have combined 
their talents for costume design- 
ing with those of Annette Simp- 
son, to see what can de done about 
creating American clothes for 
American women of American fab- 
rics in America. Their joint col- 
lection, entitled ‘First American 
Couturiers Showing,’ displayed un- 
der batteries of baby spots skill- 
fully arranged by Clark Robinson, 
established the fact that these three 
designers can do a lot about it, and 
very appealingly, too. 

They have held to the current 
silhouette developed in Paris—wide 
shoulders and slim hips—mean- 
while letting their scissors work 
out new seamings, new joinings of 
contrasting materials to achieve 
the accepted line. Their models 
parade casual shoulders cut in one 
with the bodice or long armholes. 
None of them commit the ana- 
chronism of a ‘set-in’ sleeve. Skirts 
hug straight hips by bias and diag- 
onal draping of fabrics; the ab- 
sence of hips in a lady is still nec- 
essary. If she hasn’t the presently 
modish broad shoulders, however, 
these Simpson-Kiviette-Le Maire 
models are designed to provide 
them. 

Chaste simplicity keys the cos- 
tumes, an artful modesty that in- 
sists upon youthful high necks but 
sees no harm in the frank outlin- 
ing of a good figure. Little white 
pique or organdy collars for day 
clothes, even though they be fash- 
ioned of velvet. Leg o’ mutton 
sleeves on evening jackets. Fluted 
ruffles to accentuate that broad- 
shouldered athletic look on dance 
dresses. A collection = striking, 
imaginative, youthful, interesting; 
rigorously forbidding any hint of 
the theatrical that might cause 
doubt of its essential wearableness. 

An excellent and very’ useful 
complement to the originations of 
Paris, 


Osborne the Winner 
Like a play within a play, ‘The 
Dark Horse’ has a dark horse of its 
very own. Vivienne Osborne, cast 





decked out in brand new costumes 
to complement the nice new sets. 
There is even originality in the 
numbers, as when in the ‘Kinka- 
jou’ dance the chorus with arms 
smartly outstretched graciously 
applaud the coral velvet clad spe- 
cialty dancer in rythmic beat to 
the music. Size and the illusion of 
extravagance prevails. 

At one time 40 girls, eight more 
than the totalled Roxyettes, hither- 
to the largest picture house line-up 
of them all, take over the Capitol 
stage. 

Black and white tights with stiff, 
stylized circular ruffles at their 
hips adhere to their slim figures, 
half white, half black, divided 
straight down the center. Striking 
costumes in a routine that takes 
advantage of the color contrast, but 
fails to finish in one straight line. 





Drapped Overcoats 

‘Love Is a Racket’ presents a 
faithful replica of Sardi’s. With 
that its obligation to journalistic 
life in New York ends. Its reporter- 
columnist hero, Douglas Fairbanks, 
Jr. has an _ individual style—of 
wearing his topcoat. He flings them 


as the menace, wins over Bette 
Davis, the heroine, and ties with 
the star, Warren Williams, against 
tremendous odds. 

In the first place it’s hard work 
for any woman to force her pres- 
ence across in a lusty, blustering 
man's picture peopled with such 
swaggering, violently active and 
audible actors as those prancing 
through ‘The Dark Horse.’ Miss 
Osborne succeeds. Then there's the 
thanklessness of her role to over- 
come, She does that, too. 

Miss Osborne is faithful to her 
part, even in her make-up. She out- 
lines her eyes definitely, colors her 
full lips with brazen hardness. Her 
costumes are in the striking black 
and white that picture’s wicked 
ladies always wear. But there’s 
something warm about her voice, 
something mellow about her eyes, 
something generous about her 
mouth for all her good acting and 
fidelity-to-type costumes, 

Miss Davis, as the heroine, is 
naturally supposed to be warm and 
mellow and generous, answers the 
requirements very nicely. It isn't 
her fault that Miss Osborne can 
play a villainess expertly and yet 
radiate bounteous appeal at 











the 


same time, nor that her own mouth, 
for all its heroine’s smilings, returns 
to a discontented droop when she's 
finished. 





Broad Necklines, Wide Uerrieres 
Joan Bennett has a picture per- 
| sonality positively spectacular in its 
lack of animation. Though there are 
| prettier maids on the screen, girls 
;to whom the appellation ‘beautiful 
but dumb’ is more accurately tied, 
| there isn’t another actress in all 
| Hollywood who can so much as ap- 
| proach her in genuine absence of 
| inner fire. 
Vaguely realizing there is some- 
| thing missing, in ‘Week Ends Only’ 
she’s begun to imitate her sister 
Constance. Unfortunately Constance 
is no hot-bed of animation herself. 
As one of the new poor, and after 
suffering the most fearful depriva- 
tions such as not being able to buy 
violets, Miss Bennett gets a job as 
a hostess in an expensive speak. 
The exigencies of her work compel 
her to spend most of her time in 
evening dress, meanwhile teaching 
the ladies that girls with femininely 
sloping shoulders should insist upon 
broad necklines. Her success in the 
speak wins her even better jobs as 
a week-end party hostess, which, 
| too, is of benefit to the ladies. They 
jlearn that pyjamas, unless cut with 
| imaginative skill about the derriere, 
have a very impish way of making a 
girl look more expansive than she'd 
like if she could see for herself. 











Just a Good Girl 

Always to submit to the oppro- 
brium of being called ‘not that kind’ 
of a girl, always to have to fend off 
the ‘animal’ in a man, always to play 
somebody’s: sister or worse, some- 
body’s. niece, such is the dreary 
monotony of Madge Evans’ picture 
career. ‘Huddle,’ though it’s peo- 
pled with surprisingly real young- 
sters for a college story, grants poor 
little Miss Evans not a moment's 
surcease. Martha Sleeper can give 
vent to her longings and pursue 
with amorous intent a football hero, 
even Una Merkel is permitted the 
chase, but Miss Evans must go on 
as spiritual, as true-blue, as staunch 
as ever, 

Since she is so unquestionably de- 
cent in behavior, it is only meet that 
Miss Evans dress modestly too. In 
‘Huddle’ her costumes are discreetly 
youthful, her coiffure guilelessly 
simple. 

Novarro, however, in a mistaken 
attempt to look more romantic, has 
waved his black locks. The new 
undulations make his head too top- 
heavy for his slender face and give 
an unwelcome hardness to his pleas- 
ant features. It would be nice if the 
girls could be reassured that Ra- 
mon’s curls were achieved by marcel 
irons and not by a permanent wav- 
ing machine, 


Tough Quota 








(Continued from page 11) 


that only 90 can be figured on for 
trade purposes. Of the 125 50% may 
be used for dubbing purposes within 
Germany. 

These figures make the French 
plans seem tame in comparison. 
France supposedly will allow impor- 
tation of 200 pictures for the year, 
as cgmpared to Germany’s 125. Joker 
here, however, is that 125 of the 200 
must be direct shot versions in 
French, meaning that France really 
will allow only 75, since direct shot 
French versions have been. dis- 
carded by all companies as too cost- 
ly. 

Produce in Germany 

Tendency with the German gov- 
ernment is to induce foreign com- 
panies to produce in Germany. 
That’s what the 35 kontingents will 
be lodged with the Ministry of the 
Interior for. Foreign film companies 
seemingly interested enough to 
make programs of production here 
will be bonused by these licenses. 

New bill also states that com- 
panies which, in spite of repeated 
requests or reminders, continue pro- 
duction of anti-German pictures, 
will no longer be allowed produc- 
tion or release in Germany. If en- 
acted this means a club in the hands 
of the Ministry which they can 
swing as they wish. 

Since the Reichstag is dissolved 
at present it cannot act on the bill, 
but there is no doubt of it being 
shoved through immediately, since 
the old quota law becomes extinct 
at the end of June. France's new 
law, also, has not been officially ap- 
proved by the Chambre des Deputes, 
but was lined up and okayed by the 
Cinema Control Commission, a com- 
mittee appointed by the govern- 
| ment to act semi-officially and whose 
| 








recommendations are bound to be) 


| accepted, 


American Protests Fail 
Fact that the new German quota 
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Uncommon Chatter 


By Ruth Morris 
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Columnists’ Girl Friends 
‘Is My Face Red?’ doesn’t come 
right out and say so, but it goes to 
a lot of trouble to hint that Broad- 
way columnists are the gigolos of 
trade. The gents 
piquant calumny 


the newspaper 


who deal in 


wouldn't be anywhere, according to 
a film that sets itself up as an au- 
thority, 
friends. 


Least rewarded is the secretary 
who stands between her boss and 
incoming protests on his vitriolitic 
squibs. Enacted by Arline Judge, 
she’s a valuable office fixture. Miss 
Judge's slightly baby-talk style and 
mould a more interesting person- 
ality for her than she has been able 
to acquire in other, more important 
roles. 

Helen Twelvetrees builds an un- 
recognized career out of tidy bits of 
gossip that float about her theatre 
dressing room or crop up in the gay 
haunts about town. She tracks 
them down, motivated by no idle 
curiosity, but by the desire to be 
an anonymous assistant to a lad 
whose life work is to scoop the 
town. Miss Twelvetrees performs 
with a new economy that rids her 
work of the self-conscious flourishes 
and prettyisms that used to value 
highly. More at ease, less conscious 
of her acting methods, she gives a 
well rounded sympathetic account 
of a loyal scout whose retrousse 
nose is trained to the scent of 
startling headlines. 


if it weren’t for their girl 


Miss Cook’s Own System 


Aileen Cook has the right ideas 
on how to dress and act when ex- 
changing bon mots with Joe Phil- 
lips. The encounter isn’t as simple 
as it sounds. Mr. Phillips is one of 
the less cultured of vaudeville cav- 
aliers. His regard for his partner is 
not altogether chaste and tender. 
Miss Cook, since she’s a capable 
assistant, has evolved her own 
theory. Her gown of cleverly mould- 
ed pale yellow crepe helps by be- 
ing very lady-like, extremely modish 
and a colorful complement to neat- 
ly waved, reddish-gold hair. 

Neville Fleeson’s assistants keep 
up the State’s rating with fashion- 
able frocks well suited to their spe- 
cial numbers. Francetta Mallory, 
Helene Denison and Helene Travers 
engage respectively in torch song, 
toe dance and Harlem strut. 

Miss Martin, a sprightly young 
aerialist, knows how to charge 
opening act tricks with suspense 
and time them accurately. A little 
less conscious grace and a costume 
that doesn’t make the blunder of 
combining dangerous chartreuse 
with dull brown would improve her 
well groomed presence, 





Pampered Darling 


‘Society Girl’ is built on a favorite 
film recipe for a heroine from the 
upper classes: a little sugar, a lot 
of spice, a veneer of snobbishness, 
but always that redeeming desire to 
get away from a life cluttered with 





has been outlined and arranged as 
tough as it is, despite the numerous 
recent American threats, makes 
things pretty hopeless for a while 
from American standpoint. The 
Germans and French are bound to 
go through with their program for 
a while, at least. Assurance from 
exhibitors that there is not enough 
local product to go around has not 
affected the governments or film- 
men in either country. Only hope 
for Americans is to close down and 
wait for the hoped-for aquiescence 
and concessions from the Europeans. 
If American companies now carry 
through their threat of closing down 
German trade it will mean that U. S. 
film companies are no longer doing 
business with Germany, Czechoslo- 
vakra, rugoslavia and Chile. Prac- 
tically non-existent is also business 
with Austria, Hungary and several 
smaller countries, while talk of 
closing down is also seriously on 
as regards the Argentine, 


Frankfort-am-Main, June 9. 

The Cinematograph Exhibitors’ 
Association held a meeting here re- 
cently. Majority present declared 
in favor of abolishment of any con- 
tingent restrictions. 

The possibility of a 1-1 contingent 
was again discussed. It would 
enable the importation of one for- 








eign picture for every German-made | 
| film, 


Hispana Suizas and dinner parties 
at Pierre's. 

It would be much better for Misg 
Shannon if she could get away froin 
the type of pampered darling part 
that is built on clichss of character.« 
ization. Her expensve wardrobe, 
careful dction, soft coiffure and 
ready smile aren’t able to shape in- 
dividuality out of an automatic part, 

The prize-fight training quarters, 
where Miss Shannon goes slumming 
when she discovers that ring cham. 
pions are ‘quaint,’ introduce another 
formula indicative of the charar- 
ters of cinema ladies. The formula 
has to do with the prize-fighter’g 
bathrobe. When the robe is sensi- 
be and warm and embroidered with 
a sketchy home-made initial, its 
donor is the girl who will cheer the 
boxer to victory. 

Audiences don’t have to be told 
that Miss Shannon's boy friend will 
lose the championship. If they know 
their picture lore, they'll realize, the 
moment James Dunn proudly dons 
a silken ceremonial robe, that he's 
doomed to be the unconscious sube 
ject of the count of ten. 


Secondary Heroine 

If Tala Birell is to make any nme« 
pression on American audiences, she 
will have to wait for a film that ig 
more interested in her than in the 
destruction of a’ mountain on the 
Austro-Italian border, 

‘Doomed Battalion’ has only sece« 
ondary concern for its heroine. She 
serves as a mechanical prop to bol« 
ster up suspense, corrobroate audi<« 
ence anxiety as to the fate of an 
Austrian regiment trapped on a 
strategic pass between two warring 
countries. 

A meagerly written part, 
concerned with plot than 
own characterization, introduces 
Miss Birell as a restrained actress 
with a soft, interesting coiffure, ob<- 
vious make-up, quaint German turn 
to her careful English speech and 
very little opportunity to enroll in 
tthe successful European-Hollywood 
group. 


more 
with its 


Well Advised Wardrobe 


The promise shown by Sylvia 
Froos when she was stamped with 
the sometimes fatal appellation of 
‘child prodigy’ is realized in her ap- 
pearance with Paul Whiteman’s 
band unit at the Paramount. White« 
man announces her as a radio lume 
inary of the future. But Tare 
amount’s audiences are shown no 
reason why the prediction need be 
limited to radio. 

Miss Froos has a smiling young 
face and a petite figure that can do 
without the shelter of a broadcast< 
ing studio. A dress of delicate wis 
taria chiffon, belted with a flat band 
of matching velvet and softened by 
tiny puffs of sleeves, is Paramount’s 
well advised selection for Miss 
I'roos’ wardrobe, 

Janie, dancing with Junior, ap< 
proves of a graceful set of pajamas 
—gray lace over chiffon for the trou, 
coral velvet for the high waited 
jacket—and an unprogramed soloist 
who plays what is known as a hot 
piano is modishly uniformed in & 
simple dinner gown of black crepé. 





No Cop Commish 


(Continued from page 30) 


James Hall, but to surrender com¢ 
missions to Joe Sullivan on the one 
week booked by him through thé 
Boston office. ; 

Keller sisters and Lynch's request 
for release from Charles Morrison 
was granted. Ditto Count Berni- 
vici, from Harry Rogers, and Threé 
Sailors, from Weber-Simon. 

Henry Bellit was given until Aug. 
15 to obtain bookings for Faber and 
Ford, otherwise to release the acts 
Same time limit was set for Harry 
Ztomm on Manny King and Co. 

On Richards & Lenetska’s appli- 
cation for unpaid commission from 
Curtis & Allen on Jack Randall and 
Co., Curtis & Allen was ordered to 
cover arrears on the split commis- 
sion arrangement and pay same on 
any future bookings as they are col¢ 
lected. 

Nat Sobel’s request to have Billy 
Dale as a partner was granted on 
condition that Sobel shall be the 
only member of the office on the 
booking floor. At the previous 
week's session Gus Edwards’ re- 
quest for membership in the asso- 
ciation and floor privileges Ww4S 
granted, 
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‘Ragtime’ Kelly got an additional 
five weeks’ leave from the navy to 
play vaude dates. Had been a hit 
at the Palace as a recruiting num- 
ber and audiences amazed a gob 
could be so good. Developed he had 
peen a boy singer. 








Planned to tour DeKoven’s ‘Can- 
terbury Pilgrims’ which had been 
Opera forgotten 
now and never reached the road. 


te a se IO ct ie 





United Booking Office ordered 
j agents not to accept presents. 

House musicians 
following advance to road hands. 
Wanted $28 a week for small pic- 
ture houses and up to $47 for $1.50 
top houses. 





asking a hoist 


N.V.A. talking about 
home upstate for indigent members. 


tual outcome. 

Police were making one of their 
drives against loitering in front of 
the Palace. Gives an idea how 
long they've been standing there. 

Tom Ince and Mack Sennett out 
of Triangle films and W. S. Hart 
also turned in his notice. 





Pathe Exchange, which distribut- 
ed other brands, told Ed Than- 
houser it didn’t like his releases, 

Managers were warned to guard 
patriotic film features. Claimed 
that German sympathizers tried to 
destroy them. One operator sent a 
ean back with 200 matches, but they 
did not ignite. 


for a license to parade. 
Independent 


those days, 
would help. 


50 YEARS AGO 


pictures hopeful in 
too. Thought the war 


Chas. A. Gardner advertised a 
new show ‘Karl.’ Play included the 
song, ‘Rock-a-Bye Baby on the 
Tree Top.’ 


‘Lighthouse Keeper's Daughter,’ 
described as an opera, but really a 
melodrama with music, was doing 
fairly well but the type never be- 
came popular. 


Berlin manufacturer was trying 
to popularize a piano with a semi- 
circular keyboard. Contended it 
was easier to play, as it was the 
Natural swing of the arms. 


2 


P. T. Parnum was in 
fiving lectures on Jumbo, 
elenhant. 


England 
his big 








At the opening of ‘One of the 
Finest’ Mart Devine, a dancer, 
stopped the show for three minutes 
after his exit, but the star was on 
the stage and would not let him 
come back. 





A. R. Cazauran. actor, had been 
reported hopelessly 
turned up to deny the report. He 
had fallen from a chair, fracturing 
Several ribs. A friend calling to see 


a 


and promptly spread the report. 


J. H. Wallick. 
horses in 





who always used 
his shows, had two of 
Jesse James’ nags for a play about 
that bandit for the coming season, 
believe it or not, 








| Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Cohan were 


theatre at Peaks Island, Me. 
Of the first of the summer theatres 
@nd vaude. 


sa mean 





A Frenchman in 
own circus arena where he and his 
a@friends gave performances for their 
Own amusement. Mostly horse acts. 
Many of the performers belonged 
to the Jockey Club, which was a 
S0cial guarantee, 





a vacation} 


Saranac Sanatorium was the even- |! 


under the influence of an anesthetic | 





Rockford, Jl, soaked circuses $100 | 





| 
insane. He | 


him at the hospital found him still | 


among the players at the summer) 
One | 


‘scrap between two 
Paris built his | 


~_—— 


Louis B. Mayer a National Figure 





Showmen may commana local political influence but they seldom go in 
for prominence in politics. All of which marks more strongly Louis 


B. Mayer standing forth as a national] figure, politically as well as show- 
manly. 








As delegate at large from California to the Republican Convention in 
Chicago last week, Mayer seemed often at the head of the Golden Gate 
delegation and was so reported in the news services’ accounts of the| 
proceedings. He was doubly described in those despatches, as ‘Louis B. | 
Mayer, head of M-G-M and delegate at etc. 

Of course the nation and the world know that Will H. Hays stands 
between the screen and all of the squawks against the screen. Mr. Hays | 
is a practical politician. He ran the campaign for the late President | 
Harding, and also perhaps for other presidents. Hays came 
tures on his political reputation, direct from the Postmaster 
office at Washington, so always expected as 
instructor, politically. 


large,’ 


General's 


Hlays is almost anyone's 


Few though are aware of the apparent close association of this same 
Mayer of Metro with President Hoover. That association, according to 
the newspaper correspondents, is an advisory as well as a friendly one. 
And through the President, Mayer becomes in his way pretty much of a 
leader in the Republican party, if not an advisor to it, the 
Mayer appears to be to the President. 


Just how the enduring friendship between Herbert Hoover and Louis 
Mayer started doesn't even appear as a legend in the show business. | 
No one knows. 3ut it is known that that friendship was manifest be- 
fore Hoover stepped into Washington. That it has grown stronger if 


anything is indicated by the frequent trips by Mayer to the Capital and 
he as often lives as a guest in the White House while there. 





The hidden point of all this seems to be that the show business owns 
in Mayer an international statesman, sufficiently so at least from the 
accounts, for Mayer's advice to be sought on the domestic and 
foreign problems of state. One gets nothing of this by speaking to 
Mayer. 
anything else would be wasted on a showman. Yet one of the biggest 
problems of the show business is where Louis Mayer picked up his 
statesmanship? Where did he find time or opportunity to grow so inti- 
mately familiar with politics over here or over there, that he can con- 
verse with the world’s leaders on that subject? Mayer hasn’t been 
abroad for years. 

Yet there he is, Louis B. Mayer, a national figure, of politics and the 
show business, the only American holding that dual honor. For Mr. 
Hays is not and does not believe he is a showman. 

A friend of the President, perhaps in some ways his counsellor and 
certainly to an extent a political advisor, and again the head of Metro, 
the picture producer, in the forefront of the Republican party and yet the 
graduate of a one lung theatre in a one horse town in New England. 


Mr. Mayer was first heard of in Lowell or Lynn, Mass. He ran the 
one-lunger and therefore his show business start was as an independent 
exhibitor, a title then and now known to tell that whoever owns it must 
hustle to keep his house open. Sometimes after this indie left the 9 
o'clock burg for the metropolis, remained in New York for a spell and 
met the bigger men of the film business, finally becoming one of them 
himself, but where did Mayer first meet Hoover? 


Louis B. Mayer is distinguished in both of his fields for his personal | 


standing in each, but he probably is indifferent to that for either end 
nowadays will keep him hustling harder than he did as an indie in 
Lynn, Nevertheless the name of Mayer is a standout, especially in the 
show. business, and incidentally and as likely a tower of strength to it 
also, while becoming quite a big credit for the show business it adorns. 


Inside Stuff-Vande 


Appellate Division, Third New York Department, recently ruled that 
the trainer of a dancing unit paid a weekly salary by a vaude act’s cor- 
poration for the ensemble’s services, Was a general employer and that 
a workmen’s compensation award for an injury. suffered by a girl dancer 
in rehearsing, must be met by the hiring agency. Decision made in the 
case of Rankin v. Vaudeville Acts Corp. 

Firm engaged a group of dancing girls from a Mrs. Kaufman who 
had organized and trained them. Corporation paid her $400 a week. 
While rehearsing in Mrs. Kaufman’s presence, Miss Rankin fell and broke 
her right arm. Upon a finding that the V. A. C. was special employer 
and Mrs. Kaufman general employer, the Department of Labor awarded 








compensation to the injured girl against the corporation. V. A. C. 
appealed on the ground that Mrs. Kaufman was the sole employer. 
Appellate Division unanimously affirmed the award against the cor- 


poration. 


Among acts confused by name and billing are those of George Andre 


& Co. and the Andre, De Val & Co. combination. Both are adagio 
flashes. To make things worse on billing, with houses, bookers, agents 


and others getting them confused, sometimes believed to this advantage 
of one or the other, it is claimed that in both cases the names are real. 
George Andre has taken the matter up with the other’act, but nothing 
has been done by either side. He pointed out that ‘Variety’ recently 
caught Andre De Val at the'Grand opera house, New York, stating that 
apparently this was George Andre in new setup. ‘Variety’ files would in- 
dicate that, with George Andre on record also as an adagio dancer. 


Prior to I. R. Samuels’ dismissal from the RKO booking office, Henry | 


Bellit, an agent, and Samuels, material scout, took it upon themseives to 


open negotiations for the independent Carmen theatre, Philadelphia, on | 
did | 


declared 
but 


RKO's behalf. The theatre 
Samuels and Bellit act without 
officially informed about the negotiations, 


department 
authority, 


that not only 
that RKO was never 


RKO’'s booking of the NBC-managed Buddy Rogers band act at $4,500 
was motivated partly by fear of opposition. 
submitted and turned down by RKO, Publix put in a bid for him. 

RKO then was advised that if it did not meet the salary demand on 
Rogers, the Publix deal would result. RKO then booked at the 
salary. 


act's 


At first reported in daily papers as a fire, the panic that emptied the 
Harlem Opera House, New York, a week ago actually resulted from a 
colored men over a vacant seat. 
vaudeville, the uproar occurred while Leonard and 
The team tried to avert a disturbance but couldn't. 


Playing Stewart 


were on, 





All RKO pit bands have been reduced to the minimum union allow- 
ance of number of men for the summer. 
cians to a house in the majority of the spots. 
usual summer ‘economy negotiations with labor. 


That means around 10 musi- 
It’s the result of the 


same. as | 


If a showman, he talks show business only, probably believing | 


When Rogers was originally | 


side Stuffi—Pictures 


It’s unlikely Eddie Cantor will post the $500,000 bond called .for by 
the Delaware court; in Cantor’s damage suit against Goldman, Sachs & 
Company. Cantor brought action for an accounting as a stockholder in 
the G-S enterprises, all of which went floppo more or less with the tide’s 
turn. With the suit Cantor’s attorney hooked onto about a million and 
half of the G-S stocks. That’s why the court now say3 Cantor must put 
up the bond to idemnify the owners of the stocks if he doesn’t win his 





| suit, in case the stocks should drop further by that time. 


Cantor’s cause of action remains the same even though he fails to 
deposit the demanded bond. The case will probably eventually go to trial. 

Cantor in following the fortunes of Goldman & Sachs and their ven- 
tures in the days, fortune into the millions, maybe 
Six. started to On top 
of his own losses some of those whom he advised 
cramped Eddie, who a bit 


saw his rise 
when 
Cantor assumed 


did. further 


good 
slide. 

had 
became 


As suddenly it vanished everything 


| to invest as he This 


into pic-| panicky over his severe losses, as did many another professional who had 


considered himself well off until Wall Street kept on laying eggs. 


Cantor’s information on the market was remarkably right for a long 
while. During that spell he was liberal to his intimates in conveying 
| the information but telling the others to be conservative. Often Cantor 


as a check upon his friends, went in with them on a stock to keep down 
the investment. In that manner none of his friends was badly hurt 
and most of them not at all through Cantor's insistence that he take up 
their burden. 

Meanwhile Cantor burned over the Goldman, Sachs thing. He gagged 
| about Goldman, Sachs on the stage and refused to stop at any of the 
| several requests. It was Cantor who made ‘Goldman Sachs’ a comedy 
| by-word of the downtown bust. Its main stock, after being split; 
dropped from around $120 to $1.50 or something like that, while the G-S 

affiliates similarly went to Having much inside knowledge of 
the workings and manipulations, Cantor started the G-S action, 
with Benny Holzman, another victim, as a co-plaintiff. Cantor has 
| some legal lights of New York amongst his counsel and thinks he will 
| have little difficulty in bringing out much interesting data of how the 
| Goldman-Sachs juggle was performed, unless there is the bare possi- 
bility the Delaware decision will discourage Cantor. 
| 
| 


‘ 


pieces. 


firm's 





Fight between the IATSE and the IBEW as to jurisdiction over sound 
men on the Coast is due for an airing in New York within the next two 
weeks. It will come at a conference between representatives of the two 

| national bodies and Pat Casey. 

Indications are that the decision to be reached will be clear cut with 
sound equipment maintenance and installing to be in IBEW jurisdiction, 
and operation only going to IATSE. 

Under existing conditions in western studios the organization set up, 
so far as sound electricians are concerned, is a hodgepodge with mem- 
bers owing allegiance to each body and working side by side although 
the IATSE local has insisted on its members for the operation berths, 

Anything but a kindly feeling between the two branches at the studios 
as indicated by the brotherhood men stepping in to fill the operating jobs 
at Pathe when the IATSE pulled its men. After that it was more or less 

an open battle which was widened when Fox set out to test the threat 
of the Alliance group that they would strike if IBEW men were put in 
operation jobs despite the basic agreement promising no walkout under 
| any consideration. 


| 


Test was made on a location trip. 








Fox purposely put two brotherhood 


| men on the sound work, but took along other sound men who were 
housed at a nearby hotel, but not knowing why they were there. In this 
| 


case the threat to strike was no bluff. Cameramen and all other crafts 
on the picture owing allegiance to Alliance walked. Strike lasted only a 
| half hour, as the men at the hotel were immediately cailed and put to 
work. 

Idea of the Fox test case was for ammunition to be 
| ference to be held on the jurisdiction matter. 


used in the con- 


Impression in New York last week when the M. H. Aylesworth speech 
was reported by the news services, that Aylesworth as the recently 
made president of RKO as well as NBC thought he was talking only 
to the Hollywood studios when expressing himself before the Academy 
out there. It was the same as when Sidney Kent also spoke before the 
Academy and along the same lines a couple of months ago. About the 
only difference was in the language. Kent told the producers they had 
best watch their steps and selves. Aylesworth dealt more directly, say- 
ing the picture business can not stand its talent salaries and might land 
in bankruptcy if reforms were not quickly reached. 

Leaving the coast as a general news despatch, the Aylesworth com- 
ment went to the public at large, but with the picture companies selling 
no stocks or bonds at present, its effect outside the trade probably was 
nil. For the trade and for the Hollywood studios, Aylesworth’s talk like 
Kent's was in proper form. Both stated facts. 








In the past five years over a dozen picture actors, writers and directors 
have been taken by a Hollywood press agent for an amount totaling 
well over $150,000 and received nothing in return. Press agent worked 
| them all in the same manner getting from $1,000 up in advance claiming 
| he had an in at a majoi To support his contention he would 
invite them to trick parties staged by a producer. 
| After the job seekers were convinced of his connections, the p.a. would 
claim more money was necessary for his expenses in order to cinch the 
job. In most cases the second touch was the final but in,several in- 
stances he built his take further. One director now at Fox gave him 
over $25,000. In return the director received a handful of clippings. 
His latest touch was from an indie producer on the promise of getting 
him a femme star, formerly on a major release. Star is in France and 
the producer is out his advance. 





studio. 





Bryan Foy is burned at the betrayal of confidence on the part of a 
vaude actor whom he had told a story which he wrote and was going to 
produce under title of ‘Hollywood Ballyhoo,” Foy says he met a column- 
ist on an evening paper in Los Angeles who asked him if he would be 
| interested in a press agent story. Several days later an agent brought 
the story to him and Foy found that it had been authored by the actor 
and columnist and was an exact duplication of the story he had written. 
| Meantime Foy says he lost his title, also, as Radio had registered it 
with the Hays office, of which he is not a member. 


William Fox would sacrifice $1,500,000 of his Fox Films’ settlement if 
he re-entered the picture business this summer. His agreement to stay 
out of the industry, made with the Fox Film bankers, does not expire 
for another two years and 10 months. 

Many film men believe that Fox will re-enter the industry. 
ito his latest move in se« uring complete ownership of Grandeur, wide 
| film method. When he withdrew from the organization Fox had held on 

to 50% of Grandeur. 


| American newsreels are not giving Canada a ‘break’ in releases because 





They point 


two trips over the border would mean that the Canadian government 
would own the sound truck. The law regarding sound trucke is such 
that for every entrance of a truck the owner pays 40% of its full value 
to the Dominion 

Not a cent of this money is rebated when the truck returns to the 
| States 

William Powell says co-starring of himself and Kay Francis by 
Warners-First National was done at his suggestion. Powell states hé 
i (Continued on page 51) 
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Season Ends Heavily in Red for 
West Coast’s Top Play Producers 





Los Angeles, June 20. 

Belasco & Curran, the coast’s ace 
legit production duo, have taken it 
on the chin since the first of the 
year with three of their four pro- 
ductions doing a nose dive. ‘Grand 
Hotel’ was a winner, but the failure 
of Richard Bennett in ‘Cyrano,’ 
Billie Burke in “The Mad Hopes,’ 
and Grace George in ‘The First Mrs. 
Fraser’ has put them into the red. 

B. & C. operate the Belasco here, 
and the Curran and Geary in San 
Francisco. In the Frisco houses 
they play road attractions. Condi- 
tions there have not been as bad as 
L. A., due to the booking of Al Jol- 
son in ‘Wonderbar,’ ‘Crazy Quilt’ 
and Edward Everett Horton in 
‘Springtime for Henry.’ These at- 
tractions managed to keep the 
Frisco end from dipping too far, but 
there was no profit. 
18 Dark Weeks 


Since the first of the year the 
Belasco has had eight dark weeks. 
Curran and Geary have split about 
10 of them. 

Current attractions at B. & C. 
houses are ‘Barretts of Wimpole 
Street’ at the Curran, and ‘Whis- 
tling in the Dark’ with Ernest Truex 
at the Belasco. Geary is dark. Lat- 
ter production opened poor and 
looks as though it will break even. 

Next productions lined up by the 
producers are ‘Reunion in Vienna’ 
and ‘Cat and the Fiddle,’ both now 
in rehearsal. Latter is the first mu- 
sical Belasco & Curran have pro- 
duced since they entered partner- 
ship six years ago. 


Mary Garden as Carmen 


Cleveland, June 20. 

Quitting France after a year's 
retirement, Mary Garden is making 
an opera come-back in eight-day 
series of outdoor operas promoted 
in Cleveland stadium June 29-July 
6 by Lawrence Higgins. 

Garden reappearance on operatic 
stage will be in ‘Carmen,’ for two 
performances on June 29, July 4, 
aid is said to be planning to try to 
tie up with Met afterwards. 


Pantages Revamps ‘Lucky 
Day’ for Further Time 


Hollywood, June 20. 

‘Lucky Day,’ colored revue, pro- 
duced by Rodney Pantages early 
this year, and later played around 
here as a tab in picture houses, went 
into rehearsal Friday to be revamped 
into the road show length version 
again. Alexander Pantages is han- 
dling the production this time. 

Revue has not played outside of 
L. A. in its original version, al- 
though it has played San Diego, 
gn | Beach and San Francisco as 
a tab. 














‘Cynara’ Tour in Doubt 


Proposed tour of ‘Cynara’ which 
was dated for late this month, is 
in doubt. Plan was to reopen the 
show on the coast and work east- 
ward. 

Shubert receivers are undecided 
about starting the tour until the fall. 
Philip Merivale, starred in the 
piece, is still in England. 





BANKRUPT PROD. 
Feliciano Acierno, Second ave- 
nue, New York, producer, has filed 
& voluntary petition in bankruptcy, 
no assets, $79,883 liabilities. 
Principal creditors are Tobins & 
Jakobson, $15,000; James and Peter 
Danzilo, $15,000; New York Tax 
Dept. $8,000; Acme Theatre Co., 
$6,545; Vincent Astor, $3,930. 





NEWCOMER TAKES CUTS 
Cast of ‘Man Who Changed His 
Name’ at the Broadhurst, N. Y., has 
accepted salary cuts, 25% for some 
and slightly more for others. 
Show continues out of town this 
week. 


More L. I. Stocks 


Fiushing, L. L, June 20. 

Red Barn Theatre in Locust 
Valiey will open with stock June 
29. House will do five perform- 
ances a week and will run ten 
weeks. Plays. will be under the 
direction of Herbert Ranson, Bar- 
lowe Borland and Charles West 
Hinton. 

Locust Vallcy in heart of fash- 
jonable North Shore, 





Davis Casts ‘Footlights’ 
As Author Claims Title 


Los Angeles, June 20. 


Players already set by Gerhold 
Davis for his ‘Footiights’ at the 
Mayan theatre are Roscoe Karns, 


Eddie Nugent, Babe Kane, Billy 
Taft, Charles Sellon and Kathlyn 
Clifford. 


Augustus Glassmire is stage di- 
rector and Cowboy Apfel dance di- 
rector. 

Trouble is expected to develop 
over the title. Story by this name 
was written by Rita Weiman, and 
also a play. The Mayan production 
is a musical. Miss Weiman has writ- 
ten here to announce that she has 
the title copyrighted. 


TENT SHOWS READY TO 
FOLD ANY TIME NOW 


Chicago, June 20. 
It looks like a four-week run will 
be a long season for the tents this 
year. Already there are yelps from 
the front line tents in the sticks 
that July 15 will be about the limit 
of the 1932 rep show season. 
Notices have been posted in a 
large number of shows out; the 
managers figuring to run on a 
week-to-week basis, stepping down 
as soon as the burden gets too 
tough. 
Biz generally figured off about 
60%. Week-day trade is extremely 
small. Only on Saturdays is there 
any pickup of patronage. Reduc- 
tion of the admish to 10-20-30 
hasn't helped. 


Settled for Half 


A 50-50 arbiters’ decision has 
given William Corbett part of his 
claim against Robert Newman, 
producer. Corbett got about half 
the sum he demanded. 

Corbett charged that Harry Wag- 
staff Gribble, director, had engaged 
him for ‘Trick for Trick,’ Newman's 
last production, but that after re- 
hearsing he never played, since the 
show closed. He claimed two week's 
salary, 

Newman's answer was that he 
hadn't engaged Corbett, Gribble 
was unable to testify, being in 
Hollywood. 


Elitch’s 40th Season 


‘ Denver, June 20. 

The 40th annual opening at litch 
stock was the social event of the 
week, and the company that Arnold 
Gurtler has signed for the 12 weeks 
proved popular. 

‘Blessed Event’ was the opener, 
with ‘House Beautiful’ for the cur- 
rent week. Attendance and advance 
sales compare favorably with last 
year. Roger Pryor and Selena Royle 
are the leads. 


Wilbur’s Stock Moves 


Los Angeles, June 20. 

Richard Wilbur's stock company 
closes at the Plaza, Sacramento, 
Saturday, and moves to the Fulton, 
Oakland, opening with ‘Crime’ 
June 27. 

Oakland venture is backed by 
George Ebey, owner of the Fulton. 




















In Real Locale 
Yonkers, June 20. 

Croton River Playhouse, in West- 
chester, will raise its curtain June 
27 with Henry Hull in ‘The Bride 
the Sun Shines On,’ starting sum- 
mer stock. 

The scenes are laid before, dur- 
ing and after a ritzy Westchester 
wedding. 





Wm. Murray's Successor 

Michael Meyerberg, agent, has 
been granted employment and spe- 
cial representation casting permits 
by Equity, the franchises being 
turned over to Meyerberg when 
William B. Murray turned them in. 
Murray is now in radio. 

Meyerberg worked for Murray. 
The latter's ‘personal representation’ 
has lapsed, 





Fisher’s Coast Project 
Arthur Fisher, former New York 
legit producer, is in Hollywood pre- 
pared to carry on production for 
the coast. 
Paul Trebitsch left for Holiywood 
to act 





Fisher. 





Back to Earth 


Beverly Hills, June 20. 

Little Theatre of Beverly 
Hills did the unusual by clear- 
ing about $1,000 profit on its 
first season. 

Money was then deposited in 
the floppo First National Bank 
of Beverly Hills. 

















FLOCK OF N. E. 





STOCKS ALL SET 


Fitchburg, Mass., June 20. 


The Whalom Park theatre, previ- 
ously believed to have passed out of 
existence, opened its 19th summer 
stock season today. Aldrich Bow- 
ker is director. Cast includes Gladys 
Griswold, Walter Greaza, Billy Dale, 
Virginia Richmond, Jane Mast, 
Mary Young, Dwight Meade, Wes- 
ley Boynton and Harold Burnett. 





West Falmouth, Mass., June 20. 

The Theatre Unit, formerly the 
University Players, will return to 
its own theatre at Old Silver Beach 
for fifth summer season. Of co- 
founders, Charles Crane Leatherbee 
stil is producer and _ Bretaigne 
Windust, director. 





Tamworth, N. B., June 20. 


The Barnstormers will begin a 
second summe. season here, begin- 
ning July 12, presenting ‘Tons of 
Money.’ Organized by Francis 
Grover Cleveland, son of the late 
President Cleveland, the company 
again will be managed by him. It 
will play a circuit, which includes 
Tamworth, Holderness, Conway and 
Wolfeboro. 

The cast of professionals and 
amateurs includes Betty Darling, 
Vera Andren, Lily Jones, Amy Hall, 
Clara Butler, Barbara West. E. 
Irving Locke, Charles Sedgwick, 
George Burchell, Harold Meyer and 
Carl Vail, 





Dennis, Mass., June 20. 

The Cape Playhouse will open its 
seventh season Monday, July 4, 
with Violet Heming, Spring Bying- 
ton and Tom Powers playing leads. : 

Week July 11 ‘The Left Pank’ is 
scheduled with Katherine Alex- 
ander, Donald MacDonald and Ruth 
Hammond. July 18 is ‘A Church 
Mouse,’ with Ruth Gordon and 
Earle Larrimore and July 25 ‘The 
Bride the Sun Shines On’ starring 
Ruth Gordon wita Spring Byington 
and Henry Hull as supporting 
players. 





David Belasco Estate 
Valued at $1,500,000 


Estimate that the estate of the 
late David Belasco was valued at 
$1,500,000 was verified by Joseph W. 
Bickerton, Jr., theatrical attorney, 
in his report to the surrogate. That 
sets at rest reports that the estate 
would have no large residue after 
paying specific bequests. 

It was reported shortly after his 
death that the manager had died 
poor. Later government bonds were 
discovered in several safety deposit 
boxes. The showman had indicated 
that he had mortgaged the Belasco 
theatre to pay off on ‘Mima,’ but 
present statements are that the the- 
atre property wes unincumbered. 

Only important transaction before 
the estate is finally cleared up is 
the sale of the Belasco, Washington, 
in which Belasco had a half inter- 
est. Property will be taken by the 
government which has fixed a val- 
uation of $600,000. 

After the bequests are paid off a 
trust fund will be established for 
Reine Belasco Gest (Mrs. Morris 
Gest). There are some 60 plays 
from which royalties are possible 
for some time to come. Ben F. 
Roeder, who was bequeathed an 
interest in such royalties, is han- 
dling the plavs, 








‘Queer People,’ Maybe 

A stage production of ‘Queer Peo- 
ple,” the Hollywood novel by the 
Graham brothers, is stirring faintly 
for next season. A picture version 
was barred by the Hays office after 
Howard Hughes purchased the 
rights. 

John Floyd wrote a play adapta- 





tion and may also be its producer. 





as general manager ey 


of a part to Lee Tracy 


‘Pastures’ Ends Season, 
Home with B. 0. Marks, 


Resumes in Mid-August 


‘The Green Pastures’ is coming 
back from the Coast. After a tour 
of 48 weeks, during which many 
gross records were established, last 
season's prize winner will lay off 
New season will be- 





three weeks. 
gin at Atlantic City in mid-August, 
shore date probably being for two 
weeks. ‘Pastures’ is due in Boston 
on Labor Day. 


The four weeks’ date in San 
Francisco measured up to the pace 
in other’ stands. First week's 


figures were $16,820; second week 
gross jumped to $18,207; third week, 
$15,363; final week jumped _ to 
$18,835. 

After playing the northern Coast 
stands ‘Pastures’ was cited in a 
series of articles which appeared in 
the ‘Spokesman-Review,’ Spokane, 
in which back stage labor costs 
were blamed for poor road condi- 


tions. There were not enough local 
stage hands to operate the show 
and men from other cities were 


employed. The Spokane union 
scales are considerably lower than 
in the major stands but the opin- 
ion was that such costs might lead 
to discontinuing road show book- 
ings. No orchestra used with 
‘Pastures’ but the musicians were 
paid after making concessions. 


‘CHISELERS’ REHEARSING 
WITH GAIETY IN VIEW 


‘The Chiselers,’ by Henry Rosen- 
dale, rehearsing again at the Long- 
acre. Show has started several 
times before, but ended up behind 
various eight balls. This time Ro- 
sendale, its author, ig back of the 
try, with ‘he show a claimed possi- 
bility for the Gaiety, New York. 

Ara Gerald, Jack Harwood, Mena 
Ruskin and William Stokes in the 
cast so far. Rosendale also started 
rehearsals with another play of his 
several months ago, but called it 
off. This time Erlanger’s may take 
an interest. 

Several producers have held op- 
tions on ‘Chiselers’ before. Present 
tentative opening date is July 10 in 
Atlantic City, followed by Philadel- 
phia and then Broadway. 











‘Gold Coast’ Jam Again 


Possibility existed yesterday 
(Monday) that Equity would call off 
rehearsals of ‘Gold Coast’ by A. B. 
Merry at the Forrest, New York. 
Among the company were several 
non-Equity actors, this prompting 
the Equity action. Show was called 
once before because of bond trouble. 

The non-Equity members had 
made application for membership 
but no applications were accom- 
panied with the $506 initation fee. 
Troupe was to be called unless ad- 
justment was made. 


Jennie Goldstein Stock 


Prospect theatre in the Bronx has 
been taken over by Jennie Gold- 
stein for next season. Miss Gold- 
stein will manage the house and 
will head the Yiddish troupe she is 
now forming. 

Hirschhorn Bros. out of the house 
completely. 





MORRISON IN CONN. 


Priestley Morrison is set as stager 
of the Sharon, Conn., summer stock, 
opening June 27 with ‘Family Por- 
trait’ by Arthur F. Brash. Morrison 
replaces Harold Winston, originally 
set for the job. Elizabeth Miele is 
the Sharon producer, 

Company includes Jessie Royce 
Landis, Sam Wren, Walter Armi- 
tage, Olivia Wrightson, Virginia 
West, Mildred Baker, Richard Ewell, 
Tom Reynolds, Charlotte Andrews, 
Vanada Norrin, Anne English. 





Actors Seek Wages 
Los Angeles, June 20. 


Teatro Leo Carillo, recently 
opened, made its first appearance 
before the labor commission when 
David Hartford, Zeffie Tilsbury and 
Sidney Bracy filed complaints that 
Shane Ryan did not pay them in 
full for appearing in 2 series of one- 
acters at the Olivera street the- 
atre week of June 6. 

Bach received $5 and all are suing 
for balances. Hartford wants $45. 


Floyd has made a conditional offer! Miss Tilsbury seeks $30 and Bracy 


148 a claim for $b. _ 


ot 





Chi Legits Burn 
At Film Houses’ 
Oakleys to Conv. 


Chicago, June 20. 

Few remaining indie legit houses 
in town did a burnup last week 
when the Loop picture houses ac- 
cepted the gold passes issued by 
Mayor Cermak to delegates of the 
Republican convention. Legit man- 
agers said no, with business what 
it is anyway, and felt they were 
being reneged upon by their B&K 
and RKO cousins. 

Probably the biggest laugh of 
the whole situation, and one not 
being overlooked by the indie legit 
men, is that J. J. Garrity and Sam 
Gerston, both Shubert representa- 
tives in town, sat in on the Mayor's 
committee and urged the adoption 
of the Annie Oaklies for the con- 
ventionites, when not a single Shu- 
bert house was open that week. 
Other legit manager called that 
real samaritanism. 

Mayor Cermak conceived the idea 
of the good-will spirit to the visit- 
ing fireman and got the theatre men 
to go for it. Although about 2,000 
of these passes were handed out 
only about one quarter of the 
amount was actually used by the 
delegates, with most of them bring- 
ing friends along and paying the 
full boxoffice prices for the extras. 

B&K figured about 300 of the 
passes went through the gratis tile 
in its houses in the two days the 
circuit honored the ducats. RKO 
recognized the same Monday to Fri- 
day inclusive, practically the entire 
duration of the convention. 

It is expected the same thing will 
be put through for the Democrats 
when their powpow arrives June 28, 
but again without legits. 





Midwest ‘Death’ Tab 


Chicago, June 20. 

George Wintz is touring a tab 
version of ‘Death Takes a Holiday’ 
through upper Michigan. Company, 
headed by Don Burroughs and con- 
taining practically all the players in 
the recent Playhouse production 
here, are making the trail in gas 
buggies while the scenery moves by 
truck. 

First hinterland stop took in 
irontown last Saturday (18). All 
stands on the route booked so. far 
are picture houses. 


Shore Date for Legit 


‘The Man Who Changed His 
Name,’ which closed Saturday (19) 
at the Broadhurst, opened at the 
Garden pier, Atlantic City, Mon- 
day. Date may go for two weeks, 
the house guaranteeing the attrac- 
tion. 

Meller had Fay Bainter and 
Frank Conroy in the leads, the lat- 
ter presenting the show. House on 








the pier is operated by Katz & 
Hyman, local hotelmen. Booking 
was arranged by Leighton & 
Loeffler. 





Kamsley-Fuller Stock Off 
Ogonquit, Me., stock, is off. Ben 
Kamsler and Lester Fuller were to 
have produced. 
Boys have a backer, but a re- 
cent Boston bank closing took hint 
away. 





Future Plays 


‘One Night in June,’ by Adelaide 
Matthews, optionec by George Ty 
ler. Mt. Kisco, N. Y., tryout for 
the show. 

‘Smartshow of 1932’ coming in 
next month. Liberty theatre. Max 
Rudnick producing. Music and lyr- 
ics by Henry Carroll. In cast will 
be Florence Richardson and her 
band. 

‘Under Grass,’ by Martha Madi- 
son, considered for fall production 
by Crosby Gdige. Francine Larri- 
more and Hugh O’Connel lead pros- 
pects. 

‘Nine Pine Street,’ murder mys- 
tery by William Miles and Donald 
Blackwell, produced by Ray & 
Hewes for summer trial at Prov- 
incetown, 

‘Broken Doll,” by Anne Morrison, 
will be sponsored by Horace Live- 





rizht and Edward Goodman. Latter 
will direct. 

‘Woman of That Kind,’ by Lyon 
Mearson and Edith Day, option 


aby, Componpeoaith theatre, 
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ers Would Enter 


Pool, Ignore Rival Circuit Idea 








Date when Charles E. Hughes, 
jr. will hear arguments on an in- 
dependent audit and investigation 
of the Shubert Theatre Corporation, 
js indefinite. If there is to be a 
probe, it is not likely to come un- 
til late summer or the fall, since 





Judge Francis G. Caffey who has 
the matter in charge is going 
abroad soon. 

Mr. Hughes who was appointed 


special counsel to weigh the merits 
of the petition to investigate, is 
studying the data upon which the 
independent bondholders’ commit- 
tee based its plea. His intention is 
to familiarize himself with the 
manner in which the Shubert cor- 
poration was formed in 1924 and to 
study certain transactions which 
the indie group has taken exception 
to. 

Disregarding Lee Shubert’s posi- 
tion as co-receiver, the Irving Trust 
Company’s end of the receivership 
is not particularly interested in the 
outcome of an investigation other 
than that it does object to spendinz 
any of the estate’s money for that 
purpose. 

The receivers have recommended 
full participation in the propose 
new legit theatre circuit which 
would combine the Erlanger and 
Shubert theatres, to be supplied 
with attractions by the combina- 
tions Booking Company. The sev- 
eral creditors’ committees have 
been asked to assent to the Shubert 
receivership theatres joining Er- 
langer’s so that they may ask the 
court to approve the move. 

Advantages of the Booking Com- 
pany were set forth in a letter to 
the committees last week. No men- 
tion, however, is made of the pro- 
posed Producing Company and it 
is not believed the receivership will 
enter into that feature of the com- 
bination, it having already arranged 
to produce its own shows. 


Combine Urgent 


It was stated by a showman fam- 
jliar with both sides, that unless 
the booking combination is consum- 
mated, both sides would be washed 
up by the first of the year. The 
receivers and Erlanger’s are to 
make equal capital contributions, 
up to $5,000 and each will hold 50% 
of the stock. The plan is designed 
to unify the road. It is pointed out 


berts have abandoned theatres on 
the road, but that some of those 
houses may be taken back. How- 
ever, so far as the receivers are 
concerned, it is not proposed to 
continue the operation of any thea- 
tres unless ‘arrangements satisfac- 
tory to them can be made for elim- 
inating or reducing to a minimum, 
their liability for fixed charges.’ 
From the receivers viewpoint 
they have nothing to lose and may 
gain much. General idea of operat- 
ing the road houses is to pool all 
out of town stands. In that way a 
dark theatre controlled by either 
side would participate in the profits 
of the other lighted house or houses. 
The Booking Company is to receive 
fees or such share of the profits of 
out of town theatres as may be 


agreed upon with the operators, if | 
The remainder of the} 


independent. 
profits derived in each city by the- 
atres controlled or owned by either 
‘side will be equally divided between 
the local operating subsidiaries of 
the receivers and the Erlanger 
group. Same would apply to houses 
Operated by the Booking Company. 
The matter of booking either side’s 
houses in New York is to be ar- 
ranged but no pooling of profits 
there is contemplated at this time. 

The list of out of town theatres 
to be supplied with attractions by 
the Booking Company is not com- 
pleted, pending the actual forma- 
tion of the circuit. 

Erlanger’s and the Shubert re- 
ceivers are to operate their own 
houses as in the past, but there is 
to be a general supervisory control 
by the Booking Company. Any 
addittonal theatres to be added to 


lowing 
| Heywood Broun. 





the chain will be operated through | 


with 


- 


Benchley, F. P. A. Next 


Robert Benchley, dramatic critic, 


| 


| 


| which he and George M. Watters 
is the latest to fall in line for a | had authored, with the actress 


Kit Cornell and Kolker 
As Leads, Co-Producers 


Henry Kolker, veteran stage and 
screen leading man, will be Kath- 
arine Cornell’s co-producer and 
leading man in her new play next 
fall. The star, when playing in the 
‘Barretts’ in Los Angeles, requested 
that she be introduced to Kolker. 

Kolker mentioned he was plan- 
ning to go east with a new play 





legit show, being due in the E. Y.| stating that possibly she will join | 
Harburg-Vernon Duke show which |in the production. 


Norman Bel Geddes is to produce. 

Benchley becomes an actor fol- 
Alexander Woollcott and 
F. P. Adams is 
also supposed be in the new 
Broun show. 

While Geddes will direct his show, 
it will be the first production 


to 


be ealled “in. 
Aronson. 


4 HOUSE CHAIN 


Outsider is Boris 





| 


by | 
|him where an outside designer will 


| 
| 


| 


OF STOCK TABS 


Tabloid stock is to be operated 
in four stands close to the metro- 
politan district, in combination 
pictures. Jack Linder de- 
veloped the idea from the tab ver- 
sions of musical shows which have 
played the major picture theatres 
in the keys. 

The condensed stock perform- 
ances will go on three times daily, 
seven days weekly. As thé run- 
ning time will not exceed one hour, 
Equity rules do not apply. Spots 
booked are Peekskill, Poughkeep- 
sie and Paterson with East Ruther- 
ford to follow. 

To provide audience interest, pa- 
trons will be asked to vote on what 
plays they would like to see. Com- 
panies will be up on three plays 


any one of which may be chosen | 


for the following week. 


ONLY ONE STOCK CO. 





IN COAST THEATRES 





Hollywood, June 20. 
Dramatic stock on the coast is 
currently at its all-time low ebb. 


Only one stock, the Richard Wilbur | 


Players, is working inside of four 
walls. Wilbur’s troupe wound up 
at the Plaza, Sacramento, last Sat- 
urday, and opens at the Fulton, 
Oakland, June 25. Four other stock 
outfits are working under canvas. 

Latter are the MacKenzie Players, 
at Culver City; Murphy’s Comedi- 
ans, playing the rotary circuit 
around L. A.; Famous Players Co. 
at Signal Hills, and the James Dil- 
lon Players at Glendale. 

Salaries paid by Wilbur and the 
tent companies are about the same, 
with $40 being top. Wilbur imports 
a picture name now and then for a 
little added cash, but keeps his com- 
pany down to a minimum. 

No prospects of any added stock 
ventures before Fall, According to 
the local play brokers, several new 
companies will spring up at that 
time with two making plans for 
September openings, but nothing 
definite set. 

Record for last. season was three 
stock outfits playing in theatres, 
the Tenner Company at the El 
Capitan, Portland, Savoy Players at 
tie Savoy, San Diego, and Wilbur. 


Max Dill’s Alimony 


San Francisco, June 20. 

Pending trial of the divorce action 
brought against him, Max Dill of 
Kolb and Dill was this week ordered 
to pay his wife, Jusephine Clark 
Dill, $150 a month alimony. 

Dill with his lifetime partner, 
Clarence Kolb, broadcast from here 
over NBC for an oil company. In 
testimony before Judge Dunne, Dill 
claimed he was getting $250 a week 
for his radio work. 








forces until the merger has been 


subsidiary corporations, possibly by; given a test by booking managers 
independent operators or by the|and producers, the test being as to 


Booking Company icself. 


The re- the 


combo’s terms, and attitude. 








EX-SHOWMEN GET JAIL 
TERMS FOR SCHOOL GYP 


Lester Al Smith convicted last | 
week of using the mails to defraué | 
was sentenced to two years at At- 
lanta. An associate, Fred Jewel, 
was given a three year 
|\It was not brought out at the 
ltrial that Smith was formerly 
lan officer in the Stock Managers’ 
Association. 
| The men conducted what they 





called a ‘sound service bureau’ at 
|723 Seventh avenue, selling tuition 
by correspondence at $100 per 
'course, also offering stock in a 
| photo electric contrivance. 

Smith is posted on Equity’s de- 
|faulting managers list. Claims 
against him for unpaid actors’ sal- 
aries amount to more than $5,000. 
'He at one time or another was 
| concerned in stock in Washington, 
| Reading, Allentown and Fall River, 
walking out on several at the same 
time. Jewel claimed to be 
ventor, and says he was connected 
previously with RKO. 


TALKING PRE-WAR B. 0. 
SCALES AS TAX STARTS 





The new federal admissions tax 
of 10% on all tickets more than 40 
|eents becomes’ effective today, 
(Tues. 21) but, although many other 
‘taxes are precisely defined, there 
ars some points to be claered up 
sor far as legit theatres are con- 
| cerned, despite instructions issued 
'at Washington over the week end. 
One of the points brought out con- 
cerns courtesy tickets given critics 
for reviewing purposes. Tax ap- 
plies and is to be paid either by 
the papers or the theatre. 

Question has arisen over reduced 
price tickets and those sold in cut 
rates. There is a difference of opin- 
ion along Broadway, with the word- 
ing of the statute to be ruled upon. 
In the meantime tickets at cut rates 
will be sold along the lines of the 
ruling made several years ago, tax 
to be collected on the actual price 
the tickets are sold for. 

New law calls for the collection of 
the tax on the basis of the box- 
office or established price, even if 
sold for less. The right of a thea- 
tre to change its prices is not in- 
dicated. Where tickets are sold for 
reduced prices at the boxoffice, a 
hard ticket marked at the reduced 
price used instead of the regular 
stub, may be okayed, If not, thea- 
tres will likely have two sets of 
tickets printed, with the reduced 
prices applying to rear locations. 





stretch. | 


an in- | 


| to George White. 


Cornell, Lunt-Fontanne, Howard 
Best Straight Legit Draws Now; 
Ulric Good on Road, Hayes Noted 





First Group Try Flops 


The Broome Stagers, one of 
many proposed subscription groups 
to operate next season, closed their 
first attempt Saturday (18) at the 
Vanderbilt, New York, getting one 
week and little gross with ‘Back- 
fire.’ 

Company was headed by Murray 
Phillips as organizer and was purely 
co-op, the actors contributing by 
each buying shares, at $2 per share. 

Jules Leventhal became financi- 
ally interested in the troupe and 
|lost something. 


$27,000 Weekly 
Couldn't Keep 
‘Hot-Cha’ Going 








Sudden closing Saturday (18) of 





Number of legit stars, outside 
the musical field, is decreasing. 
Stellar situation is now at a point 
where there are but three names 
that can draw real money without 
the aid of an ace play. Other 
players, who once were in that cat~ 
egory, have, as proven by the last 
few seasons, dropped out. 

Katharine Cornell is deemed by 
legit men as the number one namé 
in that field today. Following, as 
a team, are Alfred Lunt and Lynne 


Fontanne. Next comes Leslie How- 
ard. 
Others, stars and near stars, 


can’t click ’em at the turnstile un- 
less the playwright has given them 
a foolproof, or nearly foolproof, 
play. 

Nearest to an exception is Lenore 
Ulric, who is rated to have eased 
somewhat insofar as Broadway id 
concerned but who ts still solid on 
the road. It is a pertinent point 
that Broadway has, insofar as ita 
legit patronage is concerned, earned 
its hardboiled reputation by not 
going to other than ace shows with 
the exception of the triumvirate 
previously named. 

All forces in legit agree unani-« 
mously on Miss Cornell's first rank<- 
ing. They likewise concur on the 





| 

|‘Hot Cha’ after 15 weeks at the 
| Ziegfeld followed when Filo Ziegfeld 
| was reported to have claimed it un- 


| profitable to operate the musical at 
|& $27,000 weekly pace. The cast 
|had taken a 25% salary cut several 
jweeks ago and a tentative closing 
notice was then posted. How much 
of the production outlay was un- 
regained was not disclosed. As high 
}as $200,000 is estimated cost plus 
| loss. 

Ticket scale was lowered from 
| $5.50 to $4.40 at the time of the cut. 
|Zieggy then stated that it looked 
like Broadway could no longer sup- 
port $5 shows for more than 10 
weeks. Mezzanine and balcony 
| Seats were sold out at nearly all 
| performances before and following 
ithe scale revision. 

Question of royalties arose last 
month, Lew Brown, Ray Hender- 
son and Mark Hellinger, the princi- 
pal authors, agreed to forego the 
prompt collection of royalties rather 
than force the show to close. Hy 
Kraft, who also contributed to the 
book, appears not to have been con- 
sulted about a postponed settlement. 
When royalty payments were de- 
manded last week the producer or- 
dered the closing. The authors are 
owed for five weeks. At least one 
of the writers filed claim with the 
Authors League. 


Mysterious Billing 


‘Hot Cha’ was somewhat mysteri- 
ous in its billing. Zieggy’s name 
was rather secondary te ‘Brown and 
Henderson Musical Comedy.’ Re- 
ports were that the writers had at- 
tracted the backing but it was ex- 
plained the contract with Zieggy 
called for emphasizing the writing 
duo who had supplied several hits 
They are now 
preparing to put on a revue on their | 
own, 





The statute as applied to reduced 
prices, uses the term ‘similar ac- 
commodations.’ Problem appears to 
be whether seats in the rear of a 


io is some controversy between 


| which built the theatre, 


Unconfirmed rumor has it that 
Ziegfeld and the Hearst interest 
This is 
| supposed to concern certain charges 


theatre are to be classed as simi- appearing on the statements and 
lar to those down front. In show) would indicate the manager has 
circles that is not so understood. | been operating the house on a per- 
Same question arises over balcony | centage of the profits in addition to 


tickets. Understood theatres allot- | 
ting tickets for cut rate sale, will 





| 
| 


| 


| 


celvers regard the single circuit as/| This is the general feeling expressed | 
& constructive step’ and make no'|and also goes for the proposed or- 
Prediction as to the possibility of! ganization of the New York inde- 


an opposition independent 
Springing up, believing that inde- | 
Pendent attractions will be drawn 
to the books of the new circuit. 

No new theatre circuit will be! 
formed in opposition to the proposed | 


circuit | pendent theatres. 


It is regarded as a certainty that 
should the one circuit develop into 
an ogre insofar as terms and lack 
of co-operation are concerned, then 
an opposition circuit would be 


merger of the Shubert and Erlanger! bound to crep up. 


|rubber-stamp the new price and this 
;method may be acceptable to the 


tax collector as previously. 
Some talk of managers are re- 
ducing admission prices to a pre- 


| war level, that is $2 top for dramas | 


which would make tickets $2.20 in- 
cluding the tax and $3 for musicals, 
plus 20 cents tax. 

One forthcoming musical is re- 
ported aiming for the lesser price. | 
Operating costs and fixed charges 
of theatres must be revised down- | 
ward, however, before that is feas- 
ible, it is believed in some quarters. 

Several quickie producers who 
were planning to get some summer | 
coin via the cut-rate ticket thing 
are holding off to see what happens. 
Only show now running openly with 


a gratis ticket distribution is the 
‘That’s Gratitude’ revival at the 
Waldorf. 


tesults are being wate hed 


| by others for purpose of deciding 


! future action, é 


|rence Rivers, Inc., and Mare Con- 
| nolly, 
\in their 


a fixed annual rent. 


Pichel Injunction 


Los Angeles, June 20, 
Irving Pichel, consented to an 
injunction against him by Lau- 
owners of ‘Green Pastures,’ 
copyright infringement 
suit. Play owners asked $10,000. 
Pichel is enjoined from perform- 
ul SUOISS!uUIpe 0} dnoss euvIp vB 
ing the drama. He read it before 
Los Angeles. 





LEFT AT THE POST 


Theatricat Syndicates Corporation 


Lunt-Fontanne and Howard rating, 
pointing out that Howard has been 
helped nationally by picture worl. 


Aversion to Brooklyn 


Not commonly known is the fact 
that Miss Cornell, said to like the 
road, will not play Brooklyn. Aver-< 
sion for the other side of the bridge 
is said to have developed when its 
residents wouldn’t buy when last 
she piayed there. 

Ethel Barrymore is deemed as 
having lost prestige both in New 


York and on the road based on 
business done. As to the New York 
situation her three weeks’ on 


Broadway in her last two shows, 
‘Scarlet Sister Mary’ and ‘School 
for Scandal,’ is comment enough. 

On the upward grade, both inso«- 
far as New York and the road id 
concerned, is Helen Hayes. Her 
b.o, strengthening is also regarded 
as partly coming from pictures. 

Maude Adams proved she re« 
tained her strength on the road by. 
her tour last season. The one time 
Frohman star is yet to play New 
York on her return to the stage. 
Walter Hampden also retains his 
road grasp. Actor hasn’t played 
New York recently. 

George M. Cohan is figured as 
having dropped some of his pull 
both nationally and on Broadway. 
His ‘Friendship’ was a Broadway 
failure and ‘Confidential Service’ 
was not as forte as expected when 
toured this spring. 

Noel Coward is solidly estab- 
lished on Broadway, as he is in 
London. So far, however, the Eng- 
lish actor - author - composer has 
done no touring over here. 

Another player on the way up is 
named as Paul Muni (Muni Wei- 


senfreund). He also has been 
helped by film. Eva Le Galiienne 
has a national following though 


not believed sufficient on coverage 
to break into the leaders. 

Alice Brady established herself 

solidly in O'Neill’s ‘Electra,’ but 
hasn’t had time to do another show 
to prove her personal b.o. strength, 
Prior to ‘Electra’ she was prone to 
be spotty as an attraction. 
There are other players who 
command a limited personal draw. 
But most of them, exemplified by 
Jane Cowl, Judith Anderson, Flor- 
ence Reed, need strong backing. 

Various reasons are offered for 
the lessening of stars in the legit. 


Briefly, they are: Films, lack of 
‘star part’ plays and the disinclina- 
tion of showmen to spend the 


money and time to build up play- 
ers, 





Gaige’s Three Plays 


With two shows on his schedule 
already, Crosby Gaige has another 





formed last year in connection with | 
the financing of indie legit produc- 


ers, has closed its offices in the 
WMCA Building. It was headed by | 
R. K. Bartlett and Kenneth Tut- 


tle, jr. 
Never got started, 


optioned, the new one being for 
Francine Larrimore. It’s ‘Under 
Glass,” by Eva Kay Flint and 
George Bradshaw. 

Gaige has ‘Angel’ by Meichior 


Lengyel. Intention to star Ina Claire 


|in this one is cold. Producer also 
|has ‘Night Remembers,’ by Martha 
Madison. Miss Madison and Miss 


Flint are former collaborators, but 
this time have sold separate shows 
to the same manager, 
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Plays Out of Town: 





HULLABALOO 


Los Angeles, June 15. 
Gilmore Brown presents this intimate re- 
vue produced by Harold Hecht and Paul 
Gerard Smith. Book by Smith; music) by 
Ralph Rainger; dances by ‘Harold Hecht; 
ballet by Collenette. Cast: Charles Levin- 
son, Sterline Holloway, June Shafer, Leon- 


ard Sillman, Helen Servis, June Sillman, 
Josephine Bernhardt, Clayton Romler, 
Donna Grant, Phyllis DuBarry, Carmen De- 
Lara, Ivan L. Collins, Thomas Carnahan, 
John Barrington, Cricket Caukin, Virginia 
Barnett, Teddy Hart, Ralph Neff, Abner 
Kramer, Jack Harling, Alex LL. Petrie, 
Jack Goodrich, Lillian Allen, Paul Regan 
Maxey, Serre, David Dare, Dick Stearns, 
Gladys Vilsack, Peggy Lou Neary, Bruce 
Stone and Lucille Ryman: Bailet of eight 
and six specialty girls. At the Pasadena 


Community Playhouse June 9-19. $1 top. 


One good handful of items may find 
its way from this revue to other 
and more finished musical produc- 
tions, but the thing as a whole 
would do well to stay in Pasadena. 
This California town is the. ulti- 
mate destination of retired middle 
westerners who have saved quite a 
few pennies, and a revue even ap- 
proaching professionalism looks like 


something to the citizens after 
years of going to bed early. 
Cast, stagers, composer and au- 


thor are on percentage and hope to 


crash Los Angeles with the show 
during the Olympic Games. There 
might be enough loose money 


around town at that time to give it 
a break, but on straight merit it 
wouldn’t stand a chance, 

Poking his head through a blan- 
ket of sometimes inane material is 
Sterling Holloway, who appears in 
most of the skits and has had 
Broadway experience. Looking like 
a caricature of Garbo, he turns a 
versified ‘Grand Hotel’ satire into 
excellent stuff with his thin, knobby 
frame encased in a fluffy ballet out- 
fit. He does nicely again in ‘Man- 
hattan,’ a comedy song number by 
Rodgers and Hart, which he intro- 
duced in ‘Garrick Gaities.’ 

Paul Gerard Smith, tackling the 
book alone on his own demand, 
couldn’t be that funny and. rang in 
several lemons besides unlocking 
the trunk. An example of what 
happens when one man writes all 
the jokes is a stretched out session 
of dialog about a street car con- 
ductor who was fired for being cow- 
ardly because ‘none but the brave 
deserve the fare,’ 

‘Uncle Tom’s Cabin’ as various 
picture companies would make it 
gave the show its first half finale, 
with a Metro-Goldwyn- Mayer blow- 
off as it might be directed by Zieg- 
feld. The fun was lost in the neces-: 
sary production. Second half 
opener, ‘We’re Not Going to Open 
in Spanish’ but doing just that, was 
elever. A striking piece of staging 
for ‘Marihuana’ was lost because 
few of the locals understood the 
weird chorus antics and queer ca- 
vortings of the principals supposed 
to represent the dream of a ‘mug- 
gles’ smoker. 

Another outstanding interlude 
was ‘Masque of Death’ in which the 
death mask of the dancer suddenly 
shot crazily around the darkened 
stage. Very good staging for the 
number. 

‘Coming Home to Harlem’ as sung 
and danced by Leonard Sillman, is 
a repeat by him from ‘Temptations,’ 
a previous coast revue, and high- 
lighted the first half. Announced 
intention of the producers to lam- 
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poon public figures was centered on 
a breakfast scene with Hoover and 
his family in the White House. 
Zarly humor of all principals read- 
ing their lines from notes was dis- 
sipated by monotony after a few 
minutes. Aimee McPherson and 
Rev. Bob Shuler were impersonated 
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later to contend that the only thing 

wrong with a revue was the ab- 

sence of a collection plate. 
Bernhardt and tomler, dance 


Laura Bowman as ‘Mrs. Mobray,’ 
Edward Thompson as ‘Dr. Kings- 
land,’ and Evelyn Preer as ‘Annie’ 
were the high spots. Miss Preer 
has done about everything around 
L. A. from singing in night clubs to 
colored reviews. An-actress of abil- 
ity, sooner or later she may become 
a potent figure in American Negro 


drama. Others in the cast were 
Charles Olden, Edna Barr, Ralph 
itzgerald, Cliff Ingram, Calanths 


Upshaw, .Thoddens Jones, George 
Bassett, Arthur Ray and Louis Mar- 
ten. 

Backer of the venture is Jules 
Wolf, who has had the house on 
lease from Adolph Ramish for the 
past two years. Theatre is located 





team, demonstrated stuff in a 
rhumba, but otherwise were lack- 
ing. 

June Sillman, torch singer, had 
‘Night Wind’ and ‘Talking to My- 
self Again,’ both with possibilities, 
but too similar in effect to be sung 
by the girl in one show. 

Charles Levinson was on often as 
m.c. with some of the author’s 
least qualified material, but man- 
aged to get along. 

Hecht’s staging was good consid- 
ering the inexperience of most of 
his people, and the Rainger music 
at times had its moments. 

But revues still need good humor 
and lots of it. Bang. 





DO YOUR STUFF 


Chicago, June 15. 


Colored musical revue in two parts pre- 
sented by Ralph T. Kettering at the Adelphi 
theatre; staged by Sammy Dyer, with music 
by Tiny Parham and choral numbers by 
Blanche Walton. Cast ircludes Eva Waters, 
Lou English, Sammy Dyer, Joe Stevenson, 
aril Edwards, George Fugitte, Willie Rob- 
bins, ‘Rocky’ Davis, Joe Gorham, Harriet 
Bacon, Ruby Mason, Arnette Barbero, Wi- 
nona Short, Virginia Wallace, the Three 
Brown Brothers, Paddy Patterson, the 
Three Rhythm Ramblers, the Four Cotton 
Pickers and the Blanche Walton Choir, 
Opened June 12 at $2.50 top. 





With his intentions practically 
centered upon the political conven- 
tions as the trade source, Ralph 
Kettering threw this one together 
in jig time and the results were sur- 
prising all around. Not that he 
turned out a ‘Shuffle Along’ or 
‘Rhapsody in Black,’ but the thing 
packs enough pace, movement and 
variety of talent to hold the atten- 
tion once it gets going by the middle 
of the first act. It’s dull, however, 
until that turning point. 

Almost all the talent was re- 
cruited from Chicago’s southside, 
with Sammy Dyer, formerly hooked 
up with B&K as tab producer at 
the Regal, coming up to the loop to 
juggle the ingredients and to rack 
them into a nicely knit show. To 
begin with, Dyer picked a young, 
shapely and attractive set of cho- 
rines and wove them into a mess of 
toe and heel scorching routines that 
held the optics when all else seemed 
mediocre and needless. Of crack 
dancing this local affair had a sur- 
plus. Warbling as a whole was just 
so-so, while the comedy interludes 
uncorked little that was original or 
funny. 

Hoofing honors, outside of the girl 
line and their male background, the 
Eight Hot Chocolates, were shared 
by the Three Rhythm Ramblers and 
the Three Brown Brothers, sure-fire 
show stoppers each in their way for 
any vaude bill or revue. Extra bow 
in that department also went to Eva 
Waters, as clever a stepper as she 
is a neat little package to front any 
dusky chorus. 

Too much vigor took the edge of 
whatever possibilities the moaning 
of Ruby Mason had. Harmony de 
luxe was left to the Blanche Walton 
Choir, a local product that rates on 
a near par with the best of them 
that have played hereabouts this 
season. Four Cotton Pickers did 
some mixing of melody and clown- 
ing on their own and fared nicely. 
Only .other standout item on the 
show was the nimble plain and 
fancy banjoleries by Paddy Patter- 
son,. a comer who. here made his 
first appearance on any stage. 

‘Do Your Stuff’ looks set for a 
limited run. Lots of good material 
available here, however, to cull from 
for a shappy, entertaining 50-minute 


picture house. tab. Odec. 
LAFAYETTE PLAYERS 
(Colored) 


Los Angeles, June 18. 

Colored dramatic stock has been 
an in-and-outer locally for several 
years. At the Lincoln, every brand 
oY entertainment has been offered 
appealing to colored patronage. 
Dramatic stock has come out ahead 
more often than the others, there- 
fore it returns. 

L. A.’s colored population totals 
about 40,000. Most of them are hav- 
ing a tough time eating just now, 
which augurs none too well for the 
success of the current stock attempt. 

Opening bill is ‘Kongo,’ with a 
cast of colored players who fre- 
quently work in pictures. Produc- 
tion and direction by Raymond 
Whitaker (white) is ample, but act- 
ing is typical Negroid with their 
propensity for overacting, which 
pleases those of their race in the 
audience but quickly tires the white 
portion. 

Opening night saw the audience 
50-50. Whites mostly from Holly- 
wood where the Negro stock com- 
pany is considered an evening of 
laughs, 











Performances turned in by Law- 


} seats 2,000. 


in the heart of L. A.’s Harlem and 
Prices are 25, 40 and 59 


cents at night, 25 and 35 at mats. 
One show: nightly with matinees 
Wednesday, Saturday and Sunday. 


Opening night was near capacity. 
Second bill is O’Neil’s ‘Desire Un- 
der the Elms,’ ambitious and red- 
blooded enough for the colored pa- 
tronage, Call. 


UNDER SPANISH SKIES 


Los Angeles, June 13. 

Supposedly a Spanish musical, | 
this Teatre Leo Carillo offering is 
mostly an appearance of Jose Arias 
and his band, with singing and 
dancing specialty numbers by mem- 
bers of Arias’ troupe, renting the 
house. There is not a line of dia- 
log or shred of plot, the one scene 


representing a Spanish fiesta. Fin- 
ish of the production had Arias 
playing request numbers and mu- 
sical salutes to prominent local 


Spanish personages in the audience. 


Entire show is in Spanish. At 
present it is suitable only for those 
who can revel in Spanish music, 
and is unfitted for any sort of com- 
mercial try. Arias’ troupe of 25, 
including 10 in his string orchestra, 
were paid by the orchestra leader, 
but there couldn't have been much 
profit despite the $1.50 top. 
Soloists, not counting a group of 
promising youngsters, were Carlot- 
ta Cortez, Zelinda Foley, La Bella 
Carmencita and Jesus’ Corrall. 
Music is original and written by 
Salvador Nuno, Mexican composer, 
exclusively for Arias. 


Requests were popuiar Spanish 
songs and skits and kept coming 
until ’way past the bedtime of the 
sombreroed doorman. 


BROADWAY REVIEW 
BACK FIRE 


Comedy in three acts; presented at the 
Vanderbilt June 13 by the Broome Stagers; 
written by Robert Ober. 
in édaeh naeebabdeecnes eee Alice Campbell 
SPOGEe * PUMEMRSE 5k cc ccdboesse Doris Pacxer 
Eugene Breckenridge Donald Gallaher 
> Serer Barbara Beals 
Arthur Sinclaire......... Alexander Stewart 
ee ee eoeeeee--Alice May Tuck 
Sally Newton.............Mabel Taliaferro 
GOGESe DOVIR. 5s o's cotksbevsccet« Robert Ober 
Doctor Norris. ..eccccccccccccercAlf Helton 





Broome Stagers is a group of pro- 
fessionals who, seeing little chance 
for engagements this summer, de- 
cided to produce shows themselves. 
Three or four plays are in prospect, 
but the hope of an initial click went 
blooey, the selection being a windy 
script which proved a _ laughless 
comedy. 

Play was written by ‘a Broome 
Stager,’ directed by another, and 
even the evening-gowned ushers 
wore sashes ‘I am a Broome Stager.’ 
Away from the billing the author 
is Robert Ober, who is the male 
lead, playing opposite Mabel Talia- 
ferro, in private life Mrs. Ober. 
Staging was done by Donald Galla- 
her, who is content with a com- 
paratively small part. 

Perhaps one handicap to the 
venture, in which all have stock, is 
the fact that the author is in the 
cast, Few playwrights agree to de- 
letions without objection, and ‘Back 
Fire’ seemed in need of cutting. 
Whether that would have greatly 
helped is questionable. 

Story is set in the Davis house- 
hold at Flushing, George, the son, 
being head of the family, which 
consists of his mother and sister 
Betty. There had been another son, 
William, deceased, and he had been 
engaged to wed Sally Newton four 


years previous. George is now 
smitten with her and proposes. She 
accepts. 

But Sally has a problem. Her 


relations with the departed William 
has not been merely platonic, and 
she insists on telling George that 
she isn't virginal, as he believes. 
However, she does not disclose that 
the brother was the man. 

Doris Urquehart, who had ad- 
vised against the disclosure, and 
who warned Sally she would set her 
cap for George, weds him while 
Sally is in South America. Doris is 
a girl who had had several affairs, 
the type that can walk out with 
ease. She admits having gotten 
enough money from her men to live 
without monetary worry, but 
wanted the security of a home. The 
marriage is a bust, George realizing 
it is Sally he loves. Doris is for 
fighting a divorce, but withdraws 
when the will of a former lover is 
read, bequeathing her and a prostie 
$50 each ‘for value received.’ That 
line seemed to provide what kick 
the show had. 





rence Criner as ‘Dead Legs Flint,’ 


Miss Taliaferro is a pleasing 


Inside Stuff—Lesit 


Martin Herman, recently back from a six months’ trip around tha 
world, seemed to walk in melodrama in every capital he visited. Mora 
sensational events than even in his brother’s, A. H, Woods, shows found 
him at the ringside. 

He was in Honolulu when one of the natives accused of assaulting 
Lieutenant Massie's wife was kidnaped and killed. Herman walked oft 
the ship into the fighting between the Japanese and Chinese in Shanghai, 
While playing poker in his suite at the Hotel Astor, there, a sniper’s 
bullet whistled through the window. 

Herman was in Bombay when Mahatma Gandhi was arrested at three 
in the morning and he was in Paris when the president was assassinated, 

Woods’ mellers had nothing to do with those events but they may 
have influenced John Montague who’ wrote ‘The Boy Friend’, at the 
Morosco, New York. Montague was the manager's press agent for sev- 
eral years—there could be no doubt about that after lamping the dra. 
matics of the new author. 





The Broome Stagers who debuted at the Vanderbilt last week are a 
group of actors producing on their own. It is an incorporated affair 
with each player holding shares of stock. Since ‘Back Fire,’ the initial 
play, was written by one of them the author is interested similarly, ag 
is the director. Show stopped Saturday. 

It is proposed to present other plays, but as the same company is to 
appear the group is akin to a stock company. Odd label was derived 
from an English book called ‘Broome Stages,’ a story of a traveling 
troupe. 

4 iced Niet 4 

‘Flying Colors,’ the Howard Dietz musical on Max Gordon’s desk, may 
not come in-under ‘his production banner.: Two other possible producers 
are credited should Gordon not produce, others being A. C. Blumenthal 
and Sam Harris. 

Harris is said to have been approached already. Possible that 
don’s new Paramount contract may have a bearing on the present situa- 
tion. Norman Bel Geddes, designer and stager, is also mentioned: in 
connection with the production away from Gordon. 


Gore 





Mrs. Tillie Leblang invited reporters to her office last week and an- 
nounced that she had married a New York attorney, William Jasie, 
at East Rutherford, N. J., June 9, but ‘I will always be known as Mrs. 
Joe Leblang so far as the theatre and our ticket agencies are concerned.’ 
Couple sailed on their honeymoon last Thursday. (16) and will return in 
August. 

The Leblang agencies will be conducted the same as in the past, Mrs, 
Leblkang taking active charge after her former husband's death. 
resident manager is Percy Thomas’ career in 
Thomas is in charge of the Casino where the 
He was assistant to Dan Curry for 





From chief usher to 
18. years with Ziegfeld. 
revived ‘Show Boat’ is current. 
several seasons. 

Show is playing the house on percentage. Similar arrangement con- 
cerns the Manhattan where Earl Carroll is to produce next season, 
30th theatres are in the hands of the mortgagees. 


Max Gordon's musical, ‘Three’s a Crowd,’ wasn’t the first show of 
that title to be produced. Back in '19 John Cort did a drama of that 
monicker, written by Earl D. Biggers and: Chris Morley. 

But Cort’s ‘Crowd’ only ran 12 performances, which may be why no 
one has brought the subject up before. 


Some of Hugh O'Connell's best friends are policemen. Since the open- 
ing of ‘Face the Music,’ the P. D. has been anxious to show that it can 
accept musical comedy ribbing in the spirit of good fun. 

To date O’Connell’s fan mail has amounted to one letter—from a pris< 
oner at Dannemora who wishes him a happy Fourth of July. 





Eric Blore and Joseph Santley are the male leads in the stock produc<- 
tion of ‘Springtime for Henry’ at Seacliff, L. I, starting June 30. 

Means practice for Blore, since he'll play the same part in this Mac-~ 
Gowan & Reed road company this fall. Nigel Bruce originally played it 
on Broadway. 





‘Another Language’ will be the first show in years to have a press 
book made up for its road companies. Book is now being prepared by 
Bernard Simon, play’s p.a. 

Leighton & Loeffler are handling ‘Language’s’ bookings. 





Andrew R. Kelley, dramatic editor of the Washington ‘Times,’ has 
named his own 10 best American actors and actresses and has had the 
artist, Herndon R. Davis, make an oil painting of his selections. 

Painting will be displayed in the National theatre lobby in that city. 





Ober is the rather settled 


Sally. show, with. Andre Varennes acting 
George. Barbara Beals is lively as|the lawyer, and Christiane Delyne 
his kid sister, having some pert] his stenographer. art. 
lines. Doris Packer is the Doris of 


the play, an unsympathetic part. 
Perhaps the Broome Stagers will 
have better luck should they try 
again. Anyway the house —" Paris, June 9. 
were swell. ee. A three-act comedy by Paul Nivoix. 
Produced by Quinson at the Palais Royal 
June 6 ae 
Cast: Jane Renouardt, Jacques Louvigny, 
Mireille, Duvalles, Paul Faivre, plus five 
femmes and six men, 


LA MAISON D’EN FACE 


(‘The House Opposite’) 


Plays Abroad 
La sie ai Pouvoir 


(‘The Step to Power’) 
Paris, June 9. 
Comedy in three acts by Pierre d'Anniel. 


A ‘success here, and likely to be 
so anywhere if suitably adapted, 
because its fun comes from a deep 
but well-studied trait of human na- 
ture; secondly, from the amusing 
situations, and, finally, from mag- 


re yi M. livers t Ambigue, A A : ah: 
ne my tng ordihmene airlines d unr ee nificent dialog. The result is that 
Me RS c5cscencapeseonsial A. Varennes| the play is satisfying the mind, that 
BIORAIMEG sc ccc ccccccceccesesoces A. Defrenne| the spectator is continually amused 
pe TREETTTTTITT Tritt oo —the play getting no end of laughs 
ONT]. . cccccscccccsccccccsesecsess ch. Candi; , Se al . body in 
Regis Breuil.....ccccccscsecsvees D. Norman and that prac tically everyb thing 
et Ess 55: Se nebepanceunesssaans Durand|the audience’ can find something 
Mme. Laurency.........se .+...M. Praince} that appeals to him. ; 
GIMECEO. wccccscccccccccceces eevee Ch, a From the production point of 
ROSITA 2. cerercacccccvercesececs talmaceda | .; : ‘ ‘ery easily, 
Dubois| View it can Le put on very 7 


eo fi wae ahha ae 6 oe | - first act taking place in the living 
room of a middle-class family; the 
second in a drawing room, and the 
last in the single entrance hall of & 
country house. 

Basic idea of the play is that 4 
man trained to follow the straight 
and narrow path may find circum- 
stances altering his moral stand- 


Author is a beginner, and has bit- 
ten off more than he can chew, re- 
sulting in his intended social satire 
falling flat. Play {ts produced with 
the usual local simplicity; but no 
production could save it. 

The story is that of a shyster 
lawyer who sticks at nothing to get] ° “d In ‘hi ‘ase a government 
along either at the bar or in politics, pet i: ‘ "ai ee oun is exceedingly 
and even dabbles in finances. To ae ht ele ag i * rns ‘out of his 
this end he runs a bank, but when i chen ai mg By an o has bought 
it fails he doesn’t hesitate to marry | ee indeed eaubbaite pny his and calls 
a rich woman to save himself, there- r . , seo Ms co son—a painter = 
by giving up his best girl, who is} ves bel he: house ; iowever when 
iso his stenographer. The rest of | 4) prions ‘and hi self victim of 
the family is made up of his brother, : c+ finds ongs* . = be we that 
an idiot, whom he makes president | ?ficial MRSASE HOR, me ae g Pipes 
of the bank; and his sister, whom| the Straight and narrow path is 1 


. . ‘ ’ , = asir ble and Vv 
he uses to enmesh her lover in his| Ways the most desirable, 
schemes. 


| and by swerves until he finally 
Acting is the best part ef the’ 
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é Inside Stuff—Pictures 
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(Continued from page 47) 
has a solo starring contract, but when it came to making ‘Jewel Rob- 
bery’ and ‘One Way Passage’ he asked that Miss Francis be assigned as 
Jead opposite him and that top equal billing on both pictures be given | 
to her. Both stories play up the woman part more than that of the man. 





Only 25% of the theatres in the United States have organization affili- 
ations of some sort. Means that three-fourths of America’s theatres are 
unorganized with fears in certain quarters that this disorganization is a 
serious danger to the industry. 

Danger is more potent in view of 
conceded on all sides as growing. Added to the Hays office organiza- 
tion are only two other national groups, the MPTOA and the Allied. 
Three groups in toto, however, latest survey shows, have such a small 
hold on the country’s theatres as to mean very little in actual comfort. | 

Latest count on theatres in active operation is 14,750. Dark houses 
are numbered at only 4,350, a much better figure than was hoped for | 
several months ago. | 

Both of the national indie organizations are carefully mysterious as to} 
their membership figures, but indications are that the MPTOA has 1,600} 
and Allied about 1,400. These figures are somewhat augmented by list- | 


ing of ‘supporters,’ but not sufficiently to mean much, | 


the current indie exhibitor wave, 








A third dimension that doesn’t require anything more than a coat of | 
silver paint on the theatre screen and a few indentations on the back of | 
regular film is now being submitted for the consideration of various film | 
companies. Already there is a vast difference of opinion on the merits | 
and demerits of the process which is the property of a western dentist. | 

Officially, however, the Society of Motion Picture Engineers have | 
turned thumbs down on the proposition for the industry, stating that it 
would be the greatest yet, if it would work. Trouble is, the engineers 
declare, that the ‘third dimension’ doesn’t assert itself to anyone pos- 
sessed of less than a highly geared imagination. Professional camera- 
men for some of the newsreels who have also seen the projections claim 
that there is a decided stereoscopical illusion. 

In the meantime the inventor is doing the usual walk around 
Square. 


Times | 


Hollywood agent has got himself into an interstate jam with officials 
of two states investigating a recent deal. Supplying guest stars to a | 
northern stock company, he failed to obtain his commission on several 
occasions and finally made an arrangement with the producer who was 
to take the 10% out of each star’s sulary and send it back. 

This also failed to come through and when the producer sent $90 as 
railroad fare for one picture name, who then changed her mind about 
guest starring, the agent is alleged to have kept the fare money as 
commission due him, 

Unwittingly tipping his hand as to new theatre acquisitions, despite 
that he is making determined efforts to keep the deals under cover, Dave 
Rector, who recently boasted at a Coast meeting of exhibs that he would 
shortly control 10 or more 10-cent houses, nearly precipitated a riot in 
the Los Angeles offices of the Film Board of Trade. He accused Lola 
Adams Gentry, secretary, of purloining an agreement after he had vol- 
untarily handed her the document. 

Threats of suit, and even physical violence, flew rapidly but there were 
no casualties, . 





Zita Johann quit pictures before she really got started. Incident fol- 
lowed a difference of opinion between the legit actress and Radio execs 
over a part in ‘13 Women.’ 

Miss Johann believed the part didn’t suit her and asked to be given 
something else. Officials agreed but later changed their minds. Actress 
then asked fcr her release, which was granted. 


Work is so hard to get in Hollywood, many union cameramen and 
soundmen have been laboring for the independent producers on a 50-50 
cash and cuff arrangement. 

Score or more of the technicians are holding the sack for individual 
amounts up to $700. They’ve been promised the wage checks in full if 
and when the pictures they worked on show a profit. 


Eastern actress who has starred in pictures is understood to have 
financed an actor for a film career, the latter clicking strongly. But 
when he did so he gave his financier plenty of air. Actress went to the 
Coast recently to begin a stage tour and incidentally get in touch with 
the lad. Ail she wants now is the money advanced which enabled him 
to climb the screen ladder. 


Studio head and several lesser execs spent three days at Santa 
Barbara over Memorial Day with the studio paying all expenses. Angle 
was that they took three pictures with them which were previewed on 
successive nights. 

It was a nice vacation. 


Bob Gillam, long with Hanff-Metzger as that advertising agency's 
chief of contact with Paramount-Publix, is swinging over to Lord, 
Thomas & Logan with the P-P account. 

Par, while already getting service from L., T. & L., does not officially 
wind up with H.-M. until June 30. 

Paramount’s proposed profit-staring plan for its employees will not 
be placed into effect until the coming fall, if then. It is presently on 
the shelf due to conditions. 

Plan was for employees to invest a percentage of their salaries but 
nothing has been done to date. 


Arthur Hoerl is the indies’ most prolific scenarist. He turns out a 
script (to fit a title if necessary), dialog and adaptation almost over 
night. 

Result has been that it’s prejudiced him for any big league scenario 
writing despite the general workmanship of indie ventures. 


Record salary drop for a star is the case of a former Pathe male player 
who two years ago was under contract to that company at $1,000 weekly. 
Currently the same star is singing in the presentation at a picture house 
at $75 week. 


—— 


$7,000 Week for Stock 


Columbus, June 20. 
The Hartman stock company, un- 
der the direction of William C. 
Walsh, packed ’em in to the tune of 





. 9 f 
Felix’s 1% as Stager 
Seymour Felix will stage the new 


Lew Brown and Ray Henderson mu- 
sical on a sharing arrangement 


| 
| 
slightly more tl $7,000 for wot | with the producers. He will re- 
ior lan ‘, oO 1€ | . - 
week. Play ‘Once in a Lifetime," | °° Cy a gr Fons A ne laced 6 the 
and it was held over for its second arie §=6©Morrison p 
week, | stager. 





—— 


Wilbur’s Stock Move 
San Francisco, June 20. 
Dick Wilbur will bring a stock 
company into the Fulton, Oakland, 


Company, headed by Victor Jory 
and Jean May, came here under a 
tentative four weeks’ engagement 
plan, with added weeks to be booked 
if the engagement proved a financial 
Success. Last week was their third | 


here, and announcement was made | @fter having closed at the Plaza, 
of the five next productions. 


) Sacramento. 


|and a sure money-maker. 








Shows in Rehearsal 


‘The Web’ (Abramson & 
Smith), Morosco. 
‘Chiselers’ (Rosendale) Long- 


acre, 


Pastures Oke 
$19,000 in L. A. 
Truex’ $6,500 Low 
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Los Angeles, June 20. 
Two road shows opened here last 
week—‘Whistling in the 
Sunday at the Belasco, 
Pastures’ at the 


} 
Dark’ on| 
and ‘Green| 


Biltmore Monday. | 


| three 
| the 


| Ray in 





Breadway Legit List Down to 11; 


Few Attractions Help Survivors 





‘Barretts’ Does $26,000, 
Big Week for Frisco 


San —vancisco, June 20. 
Unless a $2,000 week on Charles 
Ray can be considered competition 


Katherine Cornell had a clear field 
for ‘Barretts of Wimpole Street,’ 
which did the best business the 


Curran has had in some time. 

At $3 top Correll polled $26,000, 
tremendous money for this town, and 
has encouraged the show to remain 
weeks—19 days longer than 
recent Los Angeles run of 11 


| days. 


and final week of Charlie 
‘House Beautiful’ was set 


Deuce 


First time two attractions, both with| for Duffy's Alcazar with two grand. 


|the New York casts, have hit L. A. 


at the same time in the past year. 
‘Pastures’ topped everything with 


close to $19,000 on the week at $3|!anger’s Columbia tonight (20), | 
top. Show is the first to fill both| With pretty good advance. i 
balconies in years, with colored | Claire in ‘Reunion in Vienna’ slated | 
trade partly responsible. Biltmore|for the Curran July 4. 


hopes to keep it here for five weeks, | 
Opening slow, indications are that} 
‘Pastures’ will build. 

‘Whistling in the Dark 


ting less than $6,500, despite heavy | 
advertising and plenty of ‘original | 
cast’ bally. Only profit for the en- | 
gzagement will probably go to Ernest 
Truex. | 

‘Blessed Event’ at the El Capitan 
held equal to last week’s business at 
$6,200. Folds in another week, with 
‘House Beautiful,’ Charles Ray | 
starred, following. | 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Blessed Event,’ El Capitan (2d 
week) (C-1,571-$1.50). Average for 
this house at $6,200. Attraction is 
the only one in town catering to 
theatre parties, running about three 
weekly. 

‘Green Pastures,’ Biltmore (1st 
week) (D-1,656-$3). Opened slow, 
but built to strong $19,000 at the 
end of the week. Indications are 
attraction will hold up for at least 
three weeks. 

‘Whistling in the Dark,’ Belasco 
(1st week) (C-1,103-$2.50). Outright 
buy plus percentage, no bargain for 
Belasco and Curran at $6,500 for the 
opening week. 


LA MAISON D’EN FACE 


(Continued from page 50) 





signs his job and marries the 
procuress. 

The way the play is written 
clothes its cynicism under enough 


laughs and gaiety to make the thing 
palatable—in fact, the fun is con- 
tinuous, and the cynical part is only 
brought to mind as an afterthought. 

The leads are a woman about 40, 
still looking young, and a man un- 
der 50. There are besides two men 
and two women parts and half a 
dozen bits. 

Jane Renouardt does the procur- 
ess, and looks nice as she acts. She 
does the hardboiled refinement with 
a subtle touch. The clerk is done 
equally well by Jacques Louvigny, 
very well supported by Duvalles, 
who despite the fact that he is a 
local star has accepted the com- 
paratively minor part of the clerk's 
friend, so that the two comedians 
team up in an exceedingly amusing 
way. , 

All other parts are very well done, 
especially that of a cabinet minister 
by Paul Faivre, whose acting would | 
be sufficient to ridicule French poli- 
ticians even if the play didn’t carry 
out the idea. A sizable run in sight 
Maxi. 





Engagements 


Louise Kirby, Lee Ellsworth, ‘The 
Romancers.’ 
Greta Kellar, "Fourth Little Show.’ 





Le Roi Operti, ‘Gas.’ 

Inez Courtney, ‘Cat and _ the 
Fiddle,’ Belasco theatre, Los 
Angeles. 


Robert Capton, Consuello Flower- 


’ was a dis- GOP 
appointer on the opening week, get- | 


House dark until a suitable show 
ean be found. 


‘Berkeley Square’ opens at Er- 


No Chi Help; 
Colored ‘Stuff 











Opens to $5,500 


Chicago, June 20. 
As far as the legit box office was 


concerned the GOP gathering didn’t - 


mean a thing. Instead of helping 
it damaged business all around, Not 
only was the attendance from 
among the 10,000 delegates and 
visitors insignificant, but the citi- 
zenry stayed away to catch the big 
noise over their fireside loudspeak- 
ers, 

Group responsible for promoting 
the convention here added to legit 
worries by resorting to cut rates to 


stimulate interest in the visitors’ 
gallery. Happened the first day of 


the pow-wow, after the advance 
saies had indicated that the call at 
full price wouldn’t be strong. Only 
time the meet got a _ substantial 
draw was the Wednesday eve ses- 
sion when the wet plank was ar- 
gued. 

Box office blight brought by the 
political event sufficed to knock the 
bottom out of ‘Counsellor-at-Law’ 
takings and to throw it into a sud- 
den foldup. Local run gave the 
Eimer Rice legal charade 19 weeks, 
exceeding the champ stay of the 
season hithertofore held by ‘Green 
Pastures’ by 10 performances. Big 
difference, however, between the 
profits taken out of here by the 
drama pair, the biblical affair hold- 
ing the edge by many grand. 

Critics unanimously gave ‘Do Your 
Stuff’? a warm sendoff, but the Adel- 
phi was forced to try the two-for- 
one pulmotor. Moderate possibil- 
ity of this locally hatched colored 
revue building with the revised 
scale to keep it going awhile. Or, 
at least through the Democratic 
get-together. 

Shubert office here returned to life 
last week in prenaration for the ar- 
rival of Lew Leslie's ‘Clowns in 
Clover’ at the Apollo this coming 
Sunday (26). 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Counsellor - at - Law,’ Selwyn 
(19th-final week} (CD-1,086; $2). 
Moved back Here from the Erlanger 
for one week, as it developed. 
Comers at the straight $2 scale, fol- 
lowing the previous two for $3 tap, 
were scant. Managed to gather 
around £3,000 for the pullout stanza. 
Cast and production returned to 
New York. House dark with noth- 
ing figured before fall. 

‘Do Your Stuff,’ Adelphi (1st 
week) (R-1,110; $2.50). Opened to 
a fair gathering, winding 





ton, Dorothy Watson, Jack Clifford,” 
Mabel Gore, Norman Miller, Herbert 
Brown, ‘Gold Coast’ (Complete | 
cast). 

Frank Shannon, 
Harold de Becker, William Inger- 
soll, Elizabeth Day, John Bohn, 
Edward McDonald, Curtis Karpe, 
Ernest Herbert, Melville Anderson, 


Sherling Oliver, 





week with around $5,500, siightly in 
the read. 

‘Love on Approval,’ Playhouse 
(2nd week) (C-603; $2.50). Not 
making any headway and likely to 


| quit at the end of the present ses- 


sion. Around $2,500 last week. 


YIDDISH B’WAY OPERAS 


Add to Broadway's list of late 
summer or fall possibilities Yiddish 


operettas in English and at an up- 
town house. 

Operettas are by Joseph Rum- 
shinsky, who may produce them 


|} They've been given on Second ave- 


‘The Web’ (Complete cast). | 
Robert Loraine, Tom Powers, 
Eqith Barrett, Violet Heming, 
Frederic Worlock, Ernest Cossart, 
| Whitford Kane, B. Iden Payne, 
Harry Ellerbe, Lee Patrick, Vera | 
Allen, Edith Van Cleve, France 
Zendtsen, Burford Hampton, Mary 
Michael, Ellen Southbrook, Kather- 
ine Krug, Valerie Cossart, Frank 
Otto, Sidney Riggs, Leo Kennedy 
Minna Phillips, Shirley Gale, 
Thomas Louden, Edgar Kent 


Reynold Evans, Elizabeth Valentine 
Esther Mitchell, Wilson McCarty, | 
Hiram Sherman, Ludmilla Toretska 
Carol Perrin (Newport Casine 





nue already. 
Rumshinsky is a 
com 


leading Yiddish 
mOseT. 


Pendleton Confesses 
Pendleton is another actor 
literati by hook or 


Nat 


g£one penning a 


Jhis experience as a wrestler, 


a — 


Seven shows passed off Broadway 


Saturday, the largest closing group 
in months. Remaining are 11 at- 
tractions, some of which are sure of 
blowing, too. Previous prediction 
that the list will drop to six shows 


by mid-July looks about right and 
there may be less. 

Five of the shows which stopped 
appear to have been chased by the 
new admissions tax law, all being 
flops which counted at least partly 
on money from passes to get by. 


New lay requires that pass impost 
is to be paid to tne wovernient 
which indicates the shoe-stringed 


productions are in the limbo. 

Better business for the survivors 
is looked for and if it works out 
that way, new production may be 
thus encouraged. Right now, how- 





| 
| 
| 
| 


te 


up the | 


ever, there are few shows due in. 
No openings this week. One show 
is due next week, not counting a 
show for Greenwich Village. 

Trade for some leaders perked up 
an average of $1,000 last week, taken 
as a sign that visitors are beginning 
arrive. On the other hand two 

former leaders dropped off 50%. 
| There was a direct reason, the leads 
being changed in both cases. Shows 
} concerned were ‘Counsellor at Law’ 
|}and ‘The Animal Kingdom.’ 

The closing of ‘Hot Cha’ after 15 
| weeks featured the shut-downs, 
| ‘Animal Kingdom’ was withdrawn 
jafter running 23 weeks. All the 
|others were flops: ‘Back Fire,’ 
Vanderbilt (opened last week); 
‘Hired Husband,’ Bijou; ‘The Man 
Who Changed His Name,’ Broad- 
hurst; ‘The Boy Friend,’ Morosco 
and ‘On the Make,’ 48th Street. 

‘Show Boat’ continues to top 
Broadway and again bettered $36,000 


last week; ‘Of Thee I Sing’ still 
great and the virtual leader. ‘An- 
other Language,’ the current 
comedy leader. 

‘The Webb’ is listed for the 
Morosco next week. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Another Language,’ Booth (9th 


week) (C-708-$3). Continues to, ex- 
cellent business at this time and 
leads the remaining non-musicals; 
paced at $12,500 and may be only 
surviving comedy. 

‘Back Fire,’ Vanderbilt. Co-oper- 
ative show taken off Saturday after 
single week. 

‘Bridal Wise,’ Cort (4th week) 
(C-1,043-$3). Up somewhat last 
week with takings near $6,000; with 
house and show pooling, may stay 
for a time. 

‘Cat and Fiddle,’ Cohan (37th 
week) (M-1,400-$3). Both house and 
show made some profit last week 
when business slightly improved to 
$12,500; only four other musicals 
and may stick. 

‘Counsellor - at- Law,’ Plymouth 
(54th week) (C-1,041-$3). Dropped 
to about $6,000; first figured a sum- 
mer stayer but now doubtful. 

‘Face the Music,’ New Amsterdam 
(19th week) (M-1,720-$3). Went up 
again last week about $1,000 and ap- 
proximated $20,000; present hook-up 
of former $5.50 musical provides 
profit both ways. 

‘Hey, Nonny, Nonny,’ Shubert (3d 


week) (R-1,395-$3). This week 
should indicate whether newest 
musical can stick; around $12,000; 


shrinking list should provide favor- 
able break. 

‘Hired Husband,’ Bijou. Taken off 
last Saturday; bit over two weeks. 

‘Hot-Cha,’ Ziegfeld. Closed sud- 
denly Saturday after playing 15 
ee grosses big but overhead too 

zh. 

‘Man Who Changed His Name,’ 
Broadhurst. Went to road last Sat- 
urday; played seven weeks to light 
trade; came in too late, 

‘Of Thee I Sing.’ Music Box (26th 
week) (M-1,000-$5.50). Went —up 
$1,000 last week and at the half-year 
mark was nearly capacity at $28,000. 

‘On the Make,’ 48th St. Closed last 
Saturday; played three and one- 
half weeks to slender trade, 

‘Reunion in Vienna,’ Guild (32d 
week) (C-914-$3). Due off after 
| another week; led the non-musicals 
| for major part of run; has been 
doing well enough; around $11,000 
lately. 

‘The Animal 





Kingdom,’ Empire. 
Closed Saturday after playing 23 
| weeks; co-leader for months with 
‘Reunion’; when Leslie Howard 
went out of cast gross dropped to 
$6,000 last week. 

‘The Boy Friend,’ Morosco. Taken 
off Saturday; two weeks. 

‘Thousand Summers,’ Selwyn (5th 
| week) (CD-1,067-$3). May do bet- 
ter with only a few shows remain- 
| ing; light to date, with pace around 
$7,600, 


Other Attractions 
‘Show Boat,’ Casino (Carroll): re- 
vival away out in front of all with 
|trade last week better than $36,000, 
‘That’s Gratitude,’ Waldorf: re- 
vival; hooked up modestly; looks to 
cut rates 


4 ‘Blue Monday,’ Provincetown. 
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Musical ‘Truth’ Is London Success 


Despite General 


London, June 20. 
‘Toll Her the Truth’ at the Saville 





is I.ondon’s latest smash. It’s an 
adaptation from ‘Nothing but the 
Truth,’ with some musical interrup- 
tions. Bobby Howes in the lead is 
excellent and is strongly supported 
with the show looking headed for a 
lon; run. 


‘Ourselves Alone’ at the Globe is 
another Sinn Fein drama of the 
type that has ceased to be interest- 
ing but was well received and may 
eke out a moderate run, 

New bill at the Duke of York's, 
which has a continuous policy of 
Grand Guignol plays, is none too 
gocd. Poor selection of thrillers is 
indifferently acted out. Popular 
prices may help. 


GERMAN NAZIS 
CHASE DRAMA 


—_ 





Berlin, June 20. 


Nazis (radical political party) 
caused considerable disturbance at 
the performance of ‘Waterloo 
B-idge’ by Robert Sherwood at the 
Kisaines Theatre in Kassel with the 
result the play had to be with- 
drawn, 

After the opening performance, 
at which several disturbances oc- 
curred, the local Nazi paper printed 
a blast calling the piece unsuited 
for German stages. Next evening, 
a sell-out, the stage director came 
before the curtain and explained 
that he’d received a number of 
threatening letters and preferred 
not to take any further chances. 
So the play was called off. 

It's only one of many headaches 
caused to show business in Ger- 
many recently by the National 
Socialistic party, whose influence is 
growing daily. 

In Mecklenburg the _ socialists 
forced the resignation of Conductor 
Ladwig of the Schwerin Theatre 
because his political views are not 
aiong the same lines, 


CYRIL MAUDE TO PLAY 
‘PETER GRIMM’ IN FALL 


London, June 11, 


_ Cyril Maude is preparing to re- 
turn to the stage, after having def- 
iniiely retired half a dozen years 
ago. More recently he did a bit of 
film work, going to Hollywood to 
gcrcen his success, ‘Grumpy.’ 

H> is now over 70 and will pre- 
sent ‘The Return of Peter Grimm,’ 
David Warfield’s one time creation, 
at the Haymarket in the early fall. 
The piece was never done in this 
country. 








Doubling ‘Verboten’ 


Berlin, June 10. 

Negotiations have finally resulted 
in a new agreement between the 
vaudeville theatre managers and 
the International Artists’ associa- 
tion. New tariffs have been set 
forth and various other points have 
bean settled. One new ruling pro- 
hibits the so-called changing over 
of artists, actors, cabarettists, etc.; 
i. e., the double or triple perform- 
ing on various stages in one eve- 
ning. 

The two associations have re- 
quested the Ministry of Employ- 
ment to declare the new tariff 
acreement, including the _ special 
convention detailed above, with re- 
gard to ‘changing over’ as valid. 
The new agreement becomes ef- 
fective June 16. 


Weather 


Paris, June 20. 
Midsummer heat here ahead of 
‘time. 
Business all bad. 








London, June 20. 
Heatwave has been continuous 
here through the week. 
That, combined with the races at 
‘Ascot and absence of Americans, is 
hurting business strongly. 





Slump in Business 


Palladium Crazy Bill 
Proves Summer Break 


London, June 11. 





The much-heralded 
Crazy Month came as a lucky break 
for this ace vaudeville house. 
Although the original idea of the 
management was to have a Crazy 
Month to the 


weather, it turned out to serve an- 


combat summer 


other purpose. There has been pre- 
cious little summer weather, but a 
strong opposition has ap- 


peared in the form of non-stop va- 
riety. And Crazy Month will serve 
the house well in combatting the 
new form of entertainment. 

The bill is a line-up of England’s 
best comics, and includes Nervo and 
Knox, Billy Caryll and Hilda Mun- 
dy, Naughton and Gold, George 
Clarke and company, and Flanagan 
and Allen, the last act having 
sprung into prominence lately from 
the sticks. Although they are not 
getting high money now they are 
making history in the West End. 
Earl Carroll's ‘The Thrill of the 
Year’ and Lucille Page are two im- 
portations. The overhead back- 
stage is $6,000 and the rental of the 
house, running and advertising 
about doubles the figure. 

First show was practically ca- 
pacity, the second turned hundreds 
away. Booking office stayed open 
an extra hour after closing time, 
and the advance is good. 

The house looked like about $25,- 
0CO on its first week, a healthy 
profit. The remaining three weeks 
should maintain that level. 

The Palladium bookers will worry 
very little this month, and by next 
they have some big American im- 
portations due. 


SUBSCRIBERS TO HAVE 
HAND IN BERLIN HOUSE 


Berlin, June 10. 


Moritz Lederer, former manager 
of Reibaro (subscription depart- 
ment for the theatres owned by Max 
Reinhardt, Victor Barnowsky and 
Gaugen Robert) has left the Rei- 
baro, Two theatres will be opened 
under his management Sept. 1, the 
Komoedie and Kurfuerstendamm 
Theatre which will in no way be 
connected with Reibaro. Lederer 
plans a new form of connection 
with his future ticket subscribers. 

Subscribers of Reibaro, or any 
other theatre, had no contact at all 
with the theatre or the program. 

Lederer wants to go about it dif- 
ferently. ‘Those theatregoers who 
in advance agree to buy a certain 
number of tickets for the season 
will no longer be subscribers—this 
name does not sound well enough 
any longer in Berlin. They will be 
friends or members, and they will 
not only have the right, but even 
the duty to nominate a committee, 
the members of which are to meet 
in regularly called meetings, mem- 
bers of the management. In these 
meetings they are to report any 
complaints and give attention to 
wishes with regard to the program, 
eic. The public will thus have a 
close contact with its theatre and 
ba able to see the inner side of 
the theatre’s management, 


new 





Mengelberg Taxed 


The Hague, June 11, 


Dr. William Mengelberg, conduc- 
tor of the Amsterdam Concertge- 
bouw Orchestra and known in the 
States as well, lost his tax appeal. 

His contention was based on his 
domicile being part of year in New 
York. Authorities ruled a whole 
furnished mansion at Amsterdam 
ou.weighed rooms in New York. 
And he must pay. 


FRITSCH BACK TO STAGE 

Berlin, June 10, 
Willy Fritsch, Ufa star, is to 
again appear on the stage in the 
coming season, after a long interval. 
He has signed the lead in the 
new operetta ‘Ball im Savoy,’ com- 
posed by the Hungarian composer 
Paul Abraham, together with the 
Hungarian dancer, Rosy Barsony, 





and Oskar Denes. 


Palladium | 


PAY CUT REVOKED 


Prince of Wales Ordered 25% Slash 
Then Paid in Full 








London, June 20. 
Prince of Wales management sud- 
denly notified acts and staff Thurs- 
day (16) that they'll have to take 
a 25% cut, but sprang a surprise 
Saturday night by paying off in full, 


despite the fact that all hands had 


agreed to the lower figure. 

Wales’ is running a continuous 
vaude thing and is operated by 
Oxendon Trust, Ltd. 


GERMAN AGENCY 
STORM CENTER 


Berlin, June 10. - 

The reorganization of Parenna 
calls attention anew to the official 
German employment agency for ac- 
tors, sinzers, opera singers and film 
actors which is cailed Puehnen- 
Nachweis (stage employment 
agency). Discontent against this 
employment agency increases from 
month to month. 

The German Government which, 

under the new laws, is alone em- 
powered to operate such agencies 
in Parcnna has bought the shares 
owned by the International Vaude- 
ville Managers’ Association and by 
the Ini2rnational Artists’ Associa- 
tion (i. A. LL.) and is the sole 
owner of Parenna, It is expected 
that the managers’ association may 
reacquire their shares. The artists’ 
association, however, will no longer 
have an interest in Parenna. 
The new organization will per- 
haps rcalize an old wish of the em- 
ployers who never were satisfied 
with Parenna and its red _ tape. 
The former free agents have nearly 
all become Parenna employees. 
They could, however, neither get 
jobs for artists nor close deals with 
the managers, especially as there 
was no incentive of a commission. 
It is very probable that the old free 
agency system will be readapted 
under close supervision by the 
government, 

It has further proven that the 
great Berlin enterprises could not 
work with Parenna, as the inter- 
national attractions needed for their 
program could not be signed through 
Parenna. 

Out of 9,500 artists of various 
kinds on the stage, 4,150 are out of 
work. The unemployment of nearly 
50% is one of the highest on rec- 
ord. Those concerned are much 
aroused and it is comprehensible 
that the reason for the special mis- 
ery of this profession is to be found 
outside the general economic crises. 

A large number of the unem- 
ployed actors now have national 
socialistic tendencies. They main- 


(Continued on page 62) 
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Today’s Hero Is Tomorrow's Heavy 
In Moscow’ s Stage, Screen Code 





Funeral of Limehouse 
Pub Keeper an Eveni 


London, June 11. 

The uncrowned king of Lime- 
house died there on June 5, anc 
London did him honor. 

He was Charley Brown, wh 
owned the most famous saloon i! 
the world, at the entrance to th 
West India docks, London, which 
drew more foreigners and quec 
types to its bars than any othe: 
saloon in the country. 

His rooms were full of trophie: 
from all over the world, his posses- 
sion of which was always a mys- 
tery. His art collection, gatherec 
from every corner 6f the globe, and 
was variously valued at anything 
from $500,000 to $2,000,600. 

Limehouse and its mysteries were 
represented in the darkened rooms 
of Charley Brown's famous estab- 
lishment. With the artfulness of 
the born showman, he built this 
pretence of Oriental mystery, and 
the tourists fell for it. 

Americans by the thousand, com- 
ing to London for the first time, 
have selected two places they must 
see—the Cheshire Cheese and Char- 
ley Brown's. 

Both are highly finished pieces of 
showmanship. The Cheese is just 
an ancient tavern with literary as- 
sociations, frequented currently by 
all the tipplers in Fleet street. 
Brown's was just a resort for the 
foreigners who drifted in from Lon- 
don’s rambling dockland. 

They even paid some of them to 
stay there and lend color to the 
place. 

Brown's funeral, as it wound 
slowly through the dingy east side 
of London, was the most colorful 
thing the town has seen in a long 
time. 


STOLL TRIMS ‘CASANOVA’ 
COST AS TRADE DROOPS 


London, June 20. 
Business for ‘Casanova,’ Stoll’s 
newest splash revue, is way off and 
Stoll much disheartened. 
In order to go on several cuts in 
the size of the spectacle have been 
ordered. 


SHORT HEADS HOME 
London, June 20. 

Hassard Short sailed for New 
York, Saturday (18) to begin re- 
hearsals of the new Max Gordon 
revue. 

He was originally scheduled to 
sail June 4, but had postponed his 
departure on word from Gordon 
that there was no hurry. 











London Show World 





London, June 11, 


Theatrical sensation of the week 
was announcement by Charles B. 
Cochran that his ‘Cavalcade,’ ‘Helen’ 
and ‘The Miracle’ would be with- 
drawn. 

The words were rather vague, and 
since the story appeared receipts 
have picked up again. About 1,500 
players and technicians would be 
thrown out of work by the closings, 
which are indefinitely not imminent. 
‘Cavalcade’ has cleared about 300 
performances and is good for some 
time yet. ‘Helen’ has probably made 
comparatively little money, but -has 
paid off its prod:iction cost. 

‘The Miracle’ has not scored its 
100 yet, and is playing to running 
expenses, If it is true the produc- 
tior cost $125,000, Cochran. will 
probably take it on the chin for that 
amount. 

Iiefore any of the closings occur, 
however, there will be a final fort- 
night at popular prices. 





When the run of ‘Helen’ finishes 
at the Adephi, Evelyn Laye will go 
to the Palladium for a fortnight in 
a sketch by William Pollock. 





Miss Tempest’s Imitators 


Latest imitator of Marie Tempest 
is Olga Lindo in ‘Men About the 
House,’ produced at the Globe June 
7. Piece has small chance. Miss 
Lindo, in the lead, apes Tempest 
throughout, 

This gag is the fashion with lead- 
ing ladies of the current generation. 

The following night Miss Tempest 
herself starred in ‘The Vinegar Tree’ 
at the St. James, and showed up her 
imitators. 

Some of the papers analyzed the 





play critically and found it faulty, 


which it is. All of them, however, 
admitted it was amusing entertain- 
ment, 





Lachman’s Future 


Harry Lachman, who left Para- 
mount British when it ceased pro- 
duction, goes to Paris for a month’s 
holiday. On his return he will prob- 
ably direct for Gaumont British. 

Lachman has been getting $15,000 
a film recently, which is big money 
on this side. 





V. A. F. Wants Sundays, Too 


A meeting of the Variety Artists 
Federation passed a resolution urg- 
ing the government to establish a 
principle of equality as regards 
Sunday opening. 

Vaude interests, particularly the 
troupers themselves, are wrathful at 
the way Sunday opening is being 
legalized, more or less, for film the- 
atres, and not for vaude shows and 
legit productions. 





Maxwell Converted 


As a sign of the times John Max- 
well, head of B. I. P. and Associated 
British Cinemas, numbering around 
366 houses, who has always been 
opposed to introducing vaudeville 
acts into his cinemas, has changed 
his mind. 

Change has been brought about as 
the result of the experiment of in- 
troducing vaudeville acts at the Or- 
pheum Picture house, Golder's 
Green, an A. B. C. owned, which has 
been so sucessful that acts will 
play there now throughout the week, 
and also at another nine houses of 
the circuit. Likelihood several more 





houses will adopt the policy. 








By EUGENE LYONS 


Moscow, June 8, 

Playsmiths and producers under 
the red flag have no easy time of it 
keeping up with politics. And keep 
up with it they must or they'll end 
badly, livery piece of entertain- 
ment, from a vaudeville number to 
1 dramatic trilogy, must fit into the 
reneral line of the political situa- 
tion or it’s outlaw. 

The joker in this arrangement— 
ven for 100% Communist produc- 
‘rs—is that the general line is a 
dizzy zigzag. You write your play 
9 scenario in utmost good faith 
along the zig of the moment and 
just when you're through with it, 
the line goes zag. Or you put in 
six months rehearsing a piece abso- 
iutely level with the zag, and just 
before the opening, politics goes zig 
again, 

Many films and plays deal wiih 
peasant problems. In a large num- 
ber of them the villain is the fellow 
with a yen for private trade. In- 
stead of merging his all with his 
fellow-farmers and taking pot luck, 
he tries to get around the law and 
sell his stuff on an old-fashioned 
capitalist basis. On the collectivized 
farms the villains are the bearded 
boys who want to do some trading 
with the socialized products instead 
of handing it all over to the gov- 
ernment collectors. 

But early this May the law which 
these reprobates were circumvent- 
ing was abolished. To their own 
and everybody else’s surprise the 
dastardly private traders found 
themselves legal, even respectable. 
The most surprised of all were the 
show people whose villains thus 
unexpectedly went good on them. 
It’s as if the American government 
were suddenly to make bootlegging 
legal. 

Rushed 


Under the prod of a tragic scar- 
city of food and a sullen refusal of 
some peasants to sow their ian], 
the powers-that-be issued a series 
of decrees allowing peasants, 
whether alone or as collectives, to 
trade with their products in the 
open market without any restric- 
tions. It threw all the peasant 
plays pretty much out of gear. 
Theatres and film cutting rooms 
had to rush alterations to suit the 
new political line-up. Ditto for 
authors of novels, and even poets— 
since poetry here deals no longer 
with such nonsense as love and 
hate and high yearning, but with 
grain fields, electric stations and 
Communist Party slogans. 

The classic example of difficulty 
in keeping up with official decrees 
was the Eisenstein picture ‘Old aud 
New.’ It was begun under the title 
‘General Line’ and was to show in 
terms of drama the realization of 
the Kremlin's policies among the 
backward peasants. But Eisen- 
stein, whose tastes run to film by 
the hundred-thousand foot, was 
slow on the job. 

He worked on the picture over 
two years. By the time he got near 
the wind-up, the ‘general line’ had 
been changed. Half his footage had 
become automatically counter-revo- 
lutionary, although it was entirely 
kosher when first shot. Thereupon 
he began to revamp to meet the 
altered line. But again political 
changes were faster than his artis- 
tic changes. When the picture was 
finally released it was nothing like 
what had been planned and rather 
creaked on its hinges. 

Vsevelod Pudovkin having 
similar political upsets with his 
ambitious picture ‘Life Is Good.’ 
The Soviet idea of the good life and 
Pudovkin'’s idea didn’t quite jibe 
from the start. That might have 
been remedied, But unfortunately 
the official specifications for the 
good life are changed pretty often 
and just when Pudovkin thinks it's 
all O.K. bang goes another decree to 
disturb the continuity. Neverthe- 
less, he hopes to release it soon. 

The free-and-easy attitude 


Changes 


is 


to- 


wards government in the best 
American plays—witness ‘Of Thee 
I Sing’—is altogether beyond th>2 


Soviet understanding. 





Endor, Farrell Go Over 


London, June 20. 
Chic Endor and Charlie Farre¥ 
opened at the Pavilion today (Mon- 
day) and went over nicely. 
They're doubling from the Cafe 
Angiais, | 


(tne. None 
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The Western Situation 


Current condition of western fic- 
tion is peculiar, While book pub- 
Jishers report growing demand for 
two-gun tales, as illustrated by the 
fact that a book house like Covici- 
Friede will publish its first western 
povel soon, no extra interest is be- 
ing displayed in western fiction 
mags. An indication of that is the 
Popular chain’s action in dropping 
its sole western story mag, ‘Western 
Rangers.’ 

According to the book publishers, 
western fiction will be the big thing 
this summer and is expected to dis- 
place the mystery story in point of 
favor. For that reason the book 
publishers are pushing their plains 
scribblers, Harper giving Zane Grey 
an unusual play, and Dodd, Mead 
featuring Max Brand, etc. 

As noted, the outlook for the 
western story mags, however, is not 
as promising. Like Popular Publi- 
eations, the Clayton chain also fails 
to find much encouragement for the 
cowboy stuff, and has suspended its 
‘Ace-High’ magazine for the time 
being. Another Clayton mag of the 
same type, ‘Western Adventures,’ is 
using reprints at present, to get by 
as cheaply as possible. 

A better chance just now for 
novel-length westerns to land with 
the book houses than the mags, an 
unusual situation. 

London Repartee 

H. V. Morton and Hannen Swaf- 
fer, the prima donnas of the London 
‘Daily Herald,’ met at lunch the 
other day. Morton proudly pointed 
to his new book, ‘In Search of 
Wales. ‘An order of 40,000 before 
its publication,’ he said. 

‘That’s nothing,’ said 
write for 14,000,000 
every week.’ 

‘Your people worship cardboard. I 
prefer my things in a book,’ replied 
Morton. ‘I’m not like you. By the 
time you’re gotng home some wom- 
an is wrapping her fish and chips 
in your morning article.’ 

‘If she wraps it in my article,’ re- 
plied Swaffer, ‘she saves the vine- 
gar.’ 


Swaffer, ‘I 
newspapers 


3 New Catholic Papers 

The Catholic press in the United 
States has ridden out the depres- 
sion storm fairly well. Three new 
Catholic papers were launched in 
the past year and one established 
publication went into new fields 
with special editions. 

National Catholic Welfare Coun- 
cil News Service, of which Frank 
A. Hall, one time dramatic critic, 
is director, is now taken by Cath- 
olic papers in i4 countries. 





Dumping Slow Sellers 


Many cut-rate book stores on 
Broadway and elsewhere are the re- 
sult of the book publishers’ drastic 
rule that if a new publication 
doesn’t start to move, from scratch, 
ft’s not worth pushing it. Result 
is that the overstock is sold pronto 
in job lots which results in their 
being dumped into the Times Square 
book stalls. 

Books marked $2 and $2.50 sell 
as low as 29c with the Whelan drug 
chain also handling them as well 
as in the quick turn-over shops. 

Book biz is such these days that 
the pubs can’t afford to advertise 
and push a new issue, They rely 
on its own momentum to carry it 
for a decent sale, and if the momen- 
tum isn’t there, they clear their 
stocks pronto and job-lot the left- 
over stock. 





Schwartzchild Expanding 


With the removal of the offices 
of ‘Aviation Engineering’ from 
Flushing to New York city, Harry 
Schwartzchild, publisher of the 
mag, has formed a new holding 
company called Aerotex Publica- 
tions. 

It’s the present plan of Schwartz- 
child to add a number of new tech- 
nical mags to his organization in 
the near future. 


48 Loans 

When a bookseller complained to 
a publisher that the covers weren't 
Strong enough—that he could only 
lend out the book 48 times—that 
fave the publishers the idea of pur- 
Posely cheating on the quality of 
book publications. It is figured 
that 48 lendings of the same book 
at an average of 25c, grosses $12 to 
the circulating library. ‘Not bad,’ 
Say the pubs on a $2 investment. 

While the lending libraries are 
now the salvation of the book pub- 
‘ishers, they also have proven a 
boomerang. It’s true that a new is- 
Sue of an established author fetches 
an order for a flock of books for 
lending Purposes at the 2 or 3c- 


per-day rate, but it has also 
reached the state where the ha- 
bitual circulating library patrons 


Would rather pay up to 60c or so, in 





Best Sellers 


Best sellers for week ending June 4, as reported by The American 
News Company. 


‘The Fountain’ ($2.50) 
‘District Nurse’ ($2.00) 
‘Pre-War Lady’ ($2.00) 


Sewrseercee 


eeeerereee 


‘State Fair ($2.50) .... 
‘A Modern Hero’ ($2.50) .... 


‘Twenty Thousand Years in Sing 
‘Only Yesterday’ 
‘Epic of America’ ($3.75) . 
‘Once a Grand Duke’ ($3.50) 





Fiction 


‘Undertow’ ($2.50) «...ccccccccccccccsccece by A. Hamilton Gibbs 


Non-Fiction 


SUSE? “Sressces 


-By Charles Morgan 
...By Faith Baldwin 
seseccceese by Margaret Widdemer 





.-+e+-By Phil Stong 
scccccsvceeeeee- BY Louis Bromfield 


Sing’ ($3.00)......By L. E. Lawes 
+e+eeee-By Frederick Lewis Allen 
eeseceee- BY John Truslow Adams 


..+ee0e+By Grand Duke Alexander 





| 








than expend a full 75c for a Gros- 
set & Dunlap (second run) edi- 
tion. The G&D pubs especially 
complain of this, from experience 


Wagner’s Health Trip 


Rob Wagner's Beverly § Hills 
‘Script’ goes fortnightly instead of 
weekly while the editor takes six 
weeks off in a lumber camp to re- 
cover his health. 

Task of getting the paper out will 
be in the hands of Homer Croy, 
Jack Cunningham, picture writer, 
and Jose Rodriguez, periodic con- 
tributors. 





Chi 


In connection with the political 
national conventions in. Chicago, 
the ‘Christian Science Monitor’ is 
conducting a heavy campaign for 
subscribers and readers. The loop 
corners and hotels are spotted with 
newsgirls and men selling the 
sheets at the Sc rate. The sellers 
are not regular newsies, but well- 
to-do matrons and men. 

Empty stores are being billpos- 
tered with the ‘Monitor’ advertise- 
ments, and even the dailies are 
carrying ‘Monitor’ ads. The plea 
is unbiased news. 


‘Monitor’s’ Drive 


Another Film Mag 


Aimed to interest women’s clubs, 
civic groups and children’s organ- 
izations a new picture film monthly, 
‘Picture Guide,’ is promised for 
publication late this month ‘in 
Holly wood. 

Harry Modisett, 
‘Screen World,’ 
lish. 


formerly with 
will edit and pub- 


From Play to Novel 


Unable to market his play, 
‘Woman of Destiny,’ Sam Warshaw- 
sky has written a novel based on the 
piece. 

Plans are four publication some- 
time this fall, under the original 
play’s title. 


Two Months in One 


‘American Home’ and ‘Country 
Life’ (magazines) are combining 
two issues over the summer. The 
June and July numbers will appear 
as one, same applying to August 
and September. ; 

Some advantage seen in news- 
stand circulation as the issues will 
be on sale longer. Both monthlies 
are published by Doubleday, Doran. 


— —— 


‘College Humor’ Without Ed 


For several months at least ‘Col- 
lege Humor’ will have no titular 
successor to H. N. Swanson, for- 
mer editor, who is now a story 
editor for Radio Pictures. 

Swanson’s ‘Humor’ duties are be- 
ing handled by the staff members. 





One Year to Repay 


Dorothy G. Albright, Mt. Vernon, 
N. Y., former newspaperwoman, has 
been given one year in which to 
repay various persons she de- 
frauded of sums totaling $9,345 by 
means of forgery. If she fails she 
will have to serve a five-year sus- 
pended sentence imposed when she 
pleaded guilty to second degree for- 
gery last fall. 

Sentence was suspended when 
she promised to make restitution 
but did not do so claimants say. 


| 


‘A New Way to Better Golf’ ($2.00) ceeme..e..-By A. J. Morrison 
‘Story of My Life’ ($3.50) .......... eccwvowoce.. bY Clarence Darrow 
fees, for renting the book, rather Mrs. Fawcett Publishing 


Since divorcing Capt. Billy 
cett, Mrs. Annnette Fawcett has de- 


develop along the lines of 
Bang,’ one of the Fawcett Publica- 
tions’ string. 


of Fawcett Pubs has taken 
Wilkie Mahoney to head the 


away 
edi- 


Capt. Billy’s editorial aces. 
‘Calgary Eye Opener’ will 

Hollywood and Broadway chatter 

columns with an anonymous ‘key- 


antee the financial 
which 410,000 was in cash), the 
publisher’s wife decided that an- 
other ‘Whiz Bang’ type of period- 
ical had a good chance. 


settlement, 


Weston’s First Novel 
Farrar & Rinehart will pubKHsh in 





the fall ‘Midsummer Murder,’ first 
novel by Garnett Weston. 
Weston is a Hollywood screen 


writer. 





Pitt Slices 


Telegraph’ (Hearst) took another 
10% cut recently, their second since 
Jan. 1. 

Lads of the ‘Post-Gazette,’ Paul 
Block paper and only morning daily 
here, are getting two weeks’ vaca- 
tion, but only one with pay. ‘Post- 
Gazette’ employes took a sliding cut 
from 5% to 25% last July. 

Third of the dailies, ‘Press,’ 
Scripps-Howard property, also teok 
a 10% cut a short time ago, their 
first. 


Writing Pair’s Record 

Sale of screen rights to eight 
published stories to a single pro- 
ducer within a year is a record es- 
tablished by man and wife. Au- 
thors are Fulton Oursler and Grace 
Perkins. 

List of stories include four That- 
cher Colt detective novels, under pen 
name of Anthony Abbott; ‘Dance 
of the Millions’ by Oursler, and ‘No 
More Orchids,’ ‘The Air Ffostess’ 
and ‘Pearls And Emeralds’ by Grace 
Perkins, 

All except two Thatcher Colt 
stories, held over for next season, 
will be produced by Columbia on 
its ’°32-'33 program. 





Liberty 1s boosting its printing 
250,000 with the opening chapter of 
‘No More Orchids,’ serial authored 
by Grace Perkins. 


Hooker’s Firm 


Another writer to turn publisher | 
for his own works is James Hooker. 
His first book, under the imprint of 
the Peace Publishing Co., organized 


not bother coming back for the re- 


time, to make it worth-while. 


Faw- | 


‘Whiz | 
The ex-spouse of the head of the | 
| 
| ‘ P ’ 
torial dept. Mahoney was one of |Liggett, formerly editor of ‘Plain| 


have | 


| kinnon-Fly 


feature picture personality stuff, | 
with a very intimate and inside 
slant. : 
Upon auditing of the Fawceit 
Publications’ books (400 shares of 


Employes of the Pittsburgh ‘Sun-| 


| one coming in may have any book 
lin the shop for home reading for 
the day gratis. Deposit of the price 
of the book is asked. Book must 
be returned within 24 Lours. 

Idea is that enough people will 


back in 
Also 
is Deing increased. 


fund, or forget to come 


the mailing list 





Two New ‘Plain Talk’ 


Mackinnon-Fly, which permitted 
‘Plain Talk’ to die, only to see it 
revived by another publisher, is 
plotting a new magazine of similar 
type. With the ‘Plain Talk’ 
longer its property, another nameé¢ 
will be used. 
Unlike the 


other iconoclastic 


|mags, the proposed Mackinnon-Fly | 


publication will be on pulp paper, to 


| sell for a low price. The venture is 
similar to that expounded some 
time ago by James J. Geller, the| 


cided to go into publication on her | literary agent. 
own and has taken over the ‘Cal- | 
gary Eye Opener’ which she wil]|the second of its type proposed for 
this summer, Dell also arranging to | 
|} issue one. 


The Mackinnon-Fly publication is 


It will be called ‘National Spot- 


light. To sell at 15 cents, publica- 
tion will be a sort of hybrid of 
‘Plain Talk’ and ‘Time.’ Walter 


| Talk,’ will direct matters. 

First issue will carry a black and 
white cover with Jimmy Walker's 
picture and the caption, ‘He Can 


hole gossip col. from the Coast to | Take | By 


No ‘editorial selection as_ yet 


|for the Mackinnon-Fly issue and ap- 
| plications may be in order. 


Mac- 
number of 
occasionally get 


publish a 


other mags, and 


the stock have been posted to guar- | out a book or two. 
of | 


Smith & Haas 
| Name changes in the book pub- 
| lishers’ lists continues, latest being 
}the addition of Robert Haas to that 
of Harrison Smith. Haas joined 


| 


and treasurer. New 
the book house reads 
Smith and Robert Haas. 

Same procedure as happened 
when Harrison’Smith joined Jona- 
than Cape in the British publisher's 
ill fated venture to found an Ameri- 
can branch of his book publishing 
business. After a short period 
Smith’s name was joined to that of 
Cape’s. Subsequently Smith with- 
drew to turn publisher on his own, 
Robert Ballou’s name going up be- 
fore the Cape undertaking found- 
ered. 


Harrison 


Asks Injunction 
Frank Menke, sports expert for 
King Features, Hearst syndicate, 
has applied for an injunction re- 


straining Ford Frick from dis- 
tributing a booklet called ‘Sports 
Memories’ which he alleges was 


lifted from the Menke ‘All Sports,’ 
a record book. Ridgefield Oil Co., 
and Paul Cornell, ad agency are 
coupled with Frick in the action. 

Frick went on the air for the oil 
concern and offered the booklet to 
all who applied. Samuel Schwartz- 
man argued the motion before 
Judge Bondy last Friday (17). De- 
cision reserved. 





Publishing Change 

Two Futura mags, ‘Movie Mirror’ 
and ‘Love Mirror,’ sold through the 
chain stores, have changed publish- 
ers. New head is Leonard Dreyfuss, 
former advertising man, who suc- 
ceeds Kenneth D. McAlpin, who 
founded the organization. 

No change in the personnel ex- 
cept in the advertising department, 
Dreyfuss bringing some of his 
agency staff over with him. Edi- 
torial chief of the two publications 
is Kenneth M. Goode, who remains 
under the new ownership. 


Chatterer as Scenarist 





by him, is “The Permanent Solu- 
tion.’ 

Headquarters of Peace Publishing 
is in Hooker’s home until the firm 
gets more business-like, 


Key Combines 
Pierre Key, who gets out a num-/| 
ber of magazines on music, has | 
i}combined his holdings into the 





Florabel Muir, Hollywood corre- 
spondent of the New York ‘Daily 
News,’ wil take a year’s leave of 


absence from the paper to go into 


one of the coast 
ario work. 

She will continue to do special 
assignment work for the ‘News’ at 
the request of Frank Caran, 
aging editor. Miss Muir’s Hollywood 


studios for scen- 


| be expected. 
| printed stuff from home the travel- 


title no | 


man- | 


P. A.’s Eastern Reps Pierre Key Publishing Corp. 

: line with Key’s plan to add a 

Many Hollywood free lance press | .,unie of mags to his properties 
agents are establishing New York lalso in the muaic field. 

representatives for sole p~ ose of | Principal mag operated by Key is 


contacting eastern fai. publications. | ‘Musical Digest,’ one of the leaders 
Also to sell clients contem>lating | ;, its field. 


a trip to the gold coast on the} 
|necessity of having a press agent 
ion the spot to pave a way for their 
| coming. 








Free Rental Gag 


New stunt has been thought up 
Contacting the New York fanj|by the cut-rate book stores ir 
|mags at their home office Times Square. Sunday being a bad 
|most imperative since the Holly-|day for booksales, the stores have 
| wood representative of these publi- | stopped selling on that day, but 
leations are divested of authority to | keep running anyway. Free book 
buy art work or publicity yarns. ‘rental for the day is the trick. Any- 





seems 


It’s in| 


| stuff has also been used by the De- 
;troit Mirror. 

| ‘Daily News’ 
|column with 
|from George 


| 


will replace the Muir 
syndicated material 
Schaefer of the 


lune Syndicate, as well as running 
ithe local film matter from Irene 
Thierer. 

Schaefer will also do assignment 
work for the ‘News.’ 


Pollock's Novel 
Channing Pollock turns novelist 
in the spring. He's placed a story 


‘Star Magic, with Farrar and Rine 


ihart for publication early in 1933. 


Trib- | 


— 
—_ 


Foreign Drop 

Sharp drop in foreign sales of 
American mags is reported by the 
Bookazine Co., one of the biggest 
distributors of American publicae 
tions abroad. Report is optimistic, 
however, in that the falling off, ex- 
pected at about the start of the dee 
pression, has not reached propore 
tions of any size until recently. 

Fewer Americans traveling abroad 
is not one of the reasons as might 
Usually the only 


ing Americans ask for are the news- 
papers. American mags sell abroad 
to foreigners, either those who want 
to keep abreast of things here, or 
those improve their 
knowledge of the American language, 


seeking to 


American straight fiction mags 
have a negligible sale abroad. as 
always, the best selling being those 


dealing with the American scene, 
Drop in foreign sales may be due to 
the fact that the American scene is 
{currently no brighter than the Eue- 
|ropean outlook. 

Real Names of Authors 

| Neil Bell, author of ‘The Disturb- 
ing Affair of Noel Blake,’ is Stephen 
| Southwold. Pauline Warwick, who 
| wrote ‘Background to Primula,’ is 
getty Evelyn Davies. Nalbro Bart- 
|ley, credited with ‘Second Flight,’ is 


|Mrs. Horace Lerch. 
And Lester Cohen and Samuel 
Ornitz, whose bashfulness caused 


jthem to put Cecil Strange down as 
| the author of their joint collabora- 
|tion, ‘Free Lady,’ will have another 
|novel out under the Strange appel- 
lation, this one ‘Marriage License.’ 








No Drop in 5¢ Books 

However eise other publications 
are faring currently, the Little Blue 
Books, published at a _ nickel by 
| E. Haldeman-Julius, show no fall in 
sales. Outlook, in fact, is so opti- 
| mistic that Haldeman-Julius is 
|making plans to increase his list, 


Smith last March as vice-president | running to 1,725 titles at present, to 
firm name of 


10,000. 

A splendid chance to scribblers to 
land short book stuff. Though the 
Haldeman-Julius rates are not very 
high, payment is on acceptance, and 
that’s rare now. 

The need of Haldeman-Julius to 
round out his list to 10,000 titles 
covers every conceivable subject, 
from gag collections to philosophi- 
cal essays. 





Four Off Fisher Press 

David Graham Fisher, onetime 
picture director, who recently went 
into the publishing business in Los 
Angeles, has four books scheduled 
for summer release. All are au- 
thored by members of the picture 
colony. 

Books he will issue are ‘Jail Bait*® 
and ‘Bloomers I Have Pulled,’ by 
Al Martin; ‘Way Down South,’ by 
Clarence Muse, colored actor, and 
‘Growing Pains,’ by F. Hugh Her- 
bert, 





Roosevelt Inspires Colt 

Speculation as to after whom 
Anthony Abbot patterned his de- 
tective character, Thatcher Colt, in 
the series of novels with this char- 
acter, author has revealed it isn’t 
Edward R. Mulrooney or Grover 
Whalen, but Theodore Roosevelt. 


Latte. was police commissioner 
of New York during the early 
nineties, 





W. H. Landvoight Dies 
William Harold Landvoight, dra- 
matic critic of the Washington 
‘Evening Star,’ died June 16 fullow- 
ing a heart attack. He had been 
in poor health for about two years. 
Landvoight was born in Washing- 
ton 73 years ago. He is survived 

by his widow and two sons. 





Another Art Try 

Newest of the art publications is 
that called ‘Fifth Floor Window,’ 
edited by H. R. Hays. 30es in 
mostly for comments of the editor 
jon the various arts as seen from 
| his ‘fifth floor window.’ 

Will devote each issue to a differ- 
ent one of the arts. 





Chatter 

George Vandal and Pomeroy Sal- 
tan have dramatized Thorne Smith's 
‘Turn About.’ 

Buck Crouse off for Scandinavia 
next week. Will write for 
various mags. 

Polish News Agency of New York 
has increased its capital stock from 


$10,000 to $42 500, Polish Book Im- 


pieces 


|porting Co., also of Manhattan, has 
| changed its name to T.0.Z, Corp 
| Milton Krims, author of ‘Dude 
| Ranch’ and ‘Trading Post,’ has just 
icompleted another novel with a 
lwestern background for fa! publi- 
| cation. 
Nelson Doubleday honeymooning. 
Jack Kofoed, ‘Evening Post sports 


(Continued on page 63) 
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Sneering Contest in Chicago as . CHATTER 
; é ° San Francisco, June 20. 
NBC Stimson Promised CBS M. H. Aylesworth breezed in -SSSeUBS ER Sl ES PEzeE: iakannen a Sees ’ 
here for a few hours stay that _ 
? included an introduction to the East hak reueen Toulsville, Pitt traced do. 
, + town’s journalistic fraternity, || - ion pment of modern school of act. 
Presented by Don E. Gilman, —-= Jack Pettis and B 
7 . en Poll 
Chicago, June 20. Carnation’s 3d NBC pie . 4 Aylesworth — hs Mildred = ia lost seven pounds. hee oe aon fists at one anothes 
Dull as was the general tenor and e piace in the newsmen’s hearts Now hits 187, nstead of batons at the Waldorr. 
aspect of the GOP convention, those Ride; but New Show by including ‘lousy’ and ’hooey‘ Ranney Weeks back te Boston abe pinta opening with Jack 
in the know, particularly the cae taka Chicago, June 20. in his interviewing vocabulary. for a few weeks. “S . ee orchestra, ight was at 
paper neeenpannnete, od Sprrteg Carnation Milk swings into its Pa ‘tohuy tee day with C Ted Husing tries for & quiet weer 
excitement out of the sideline b | third consecutive 13-week period j wane. Maevin’ dinshte time un- | ©"d along the Jersey Shore, bug 
or entieniine 1 Shasediite ottna pales jover NBC the week after coe (Om | LES HOWARD SETTLES til his now schedule is ook. aoe Suesting on WJBI, Red Bank, 
or exclusive bro: U S a i = 





| tract renewal which came through and. taking bows at’ the 
Chains were out to/| 


i Smith sallew’s orchestra may Long 
cal bigwigs. i a | last week also stipulated a change RADIO COMMISH TIFF | pty Saratoga during the races. vee prise fights he went home 
Scoop the news wires on the a 7 {in the type of show, From a 35- |" Cab Calteans ceniaine centhne austed. 
vance dope of the proceedings, and 


f t d tl ike | Piece symphony orchestra the pro- | Loew's State with his makeup on. Station WHAM, Rochester, tieq 
the tug-of-war towar 1e@ «mike 


. : ‘at , a 9° with RKO Palace in luncheon ; 
. Sram for the summer will shift to , = = tween | Fleischmann’s Thursday (23) ether ea : ‘we page 
pat Several of the GOP leaders, and | > 16-piece studio dance unit, retain- |, 4,,Commission squabble between | Program will have Sophie Tucker | &thet , aa es Georges Cara 
‘ tani F : me i, poe § ; , : Leslie Howard, the actor, and Max- |! =the bentier and girls. Cray Remington 
at least one administration spokes ling the quartet now on the payroll. /as guest. Ston, 


son Foxhall Judell, in which Judell 


sports ed of the Jour al, intervieweq 
Monday night _affair now has claimed $ 


man, in a tough spot, 0 Genesanben on ee _. Welcome Lewis playing vaude in the fighter over the air. 
freon ~ _ ne ~ Morgan L. Eastman: assistant to ing Howard a Seeelboant series, has +4 follow. Sener eee ee om Seune ae — 
tween the CBS and NBC staffs tter | the network's v.p. here, on the baton | been settled out of court. Judell| Freddy Mack, m. « of the Fox | Beasley | Mooen. Ben Alley, Irene 
mob tha, One pulled by the latter assignment. Eastman is slated to accepted $125 on the $200 claimed | Brooklyn, a maybe for an air as- Melton. Mrs pet ee James 
mob that brought Secretary “ feo | resume authority over another sym- due him. Both sides had engaged signment. mother, Walter Swertfager A oon 
Stimson before act NBC a 1€ | phonic setup for the commercial attorneys but no suit eventuated. Bill Meenan, p. a, for WGY, broad- and Thomas and Logan, Rosario 
sania ier sce reggie Bagg | when he returns from. an all sum- Judell charged that in February, by Bonéneotay we ene furnished Jourdon, program director of Cities 
aon plank. Columbia bunch are | “®® Vacation Labor Day, a he “wen Howard's radio Richard Nicholls at WLW, Cincy, > ae ee Rochester anno er: } 

ill burni rer inci d ebut on the Yardley air program, as assistant general manager in organized a ‘Ga. a oe 
still burning over the incident an the initial deal being for three charge of programme organized a ‘Gang’ to ente rtain folks 


anxiously waiting for the Demo- E A § A , 7 ‘ : lin institutions. Group include 
: : c roadcasts. For this Ju lell col- alte YP “més HAS | 3 
cratic gathering inthe hope of per- 5 NBC REN W L, i LL : : Walter Merhoff, former WH AS | 


i imi i i | lected $150, 10% of Howard's ‘$1,500. | baritone, is back in Louisville after | Choon N et pianist; Kay Shaler, 
petrating a similar stunt in retalia- n | After a yeek’s lapse, Howardla Cincinnati engagement aie 2 vnarlie ennica and Patsy 
tion. | RETAIN SAME PROGRAMS ‘ogain went “aa the : amy for four Jack Robbins took 23 guests to Danie sine smmentallsts;, ape be Eve, 

When NBC got to Secretary atharlantions When Judell entered|J@ck Denny's Hotel Waldort- | iyn Benchfield, musical teant and 
Stimson they found that he had — his bid for commissions, Howard | Astoria opening. — ) Marjorie Sternberg, soprano. ' 
practically assented to doing the in- Five NBC accounts liave renewed claimed his second series was a/, B.A. Rolfe digging up old-timers Barney Oldfield tripped up on hig 
terpretative honors over a CBS contracts with the network and will new. engagement and. Judell had for his soap broadcasts. Just two syllables Sunday night during the 
mike, although there was nothing 


‘ ; ; , vig: 's more weeks to go with Ivory. Chrysler-Ziegfeld program. 
definite about the time. Instead of | ™®™ain on the air with their pres- | nothing to. do with it. Harvey Brownfield, accordionist, mt cai Bil Sate Bt 


Howard disclaimed any written air bowing on Wurzburg malt pro- 
calling off the approach right there, | Cnt programs, contract between him and Judell| gram over WKRC, Cincinnati. 
the NBC coterie brought the of-|, ° Quaker Oats, handled - by Lord, est 














es 








iim Bae Be ta Oe 


o4 64 A, 


ay: and contended that the $150 was Melville Ray, Welsh tenor, sus- 
fices of its ace political correspond-/ Thomas & Logan, renewed from payment in full. taining again at ‘nation’s station’ 
ent, William Hard, into play, Hard 


Aug. 2 i kl ams, Judell engaged Nathan Burkan after six months’ rest of pipes. ; 
offered the cabinet officer a bigger ia =, $F IE wes CA hie and Howard took on Alfred’ Beek- Tom Lewis, WGy, Schenectady, Uncle Dave celebrating his fifth 
. ri h aq|/Sundays excepted. Account fea- et pave artists in WGY Revue makeup anniversary on WIBW, Topeka. 
Station hookup, and, with the goo man. Howard's film contract call- ‘ for thelr frat a6 ant Fer Bilberback nan 
Lawrence Ritchie, nally planted tie nineteen came Baver As |ial., Howard's. lm contract cal Putt Waiton and Danny’ Varson, [ATs esq eMeEACK, “dultting the ‘ 
Lawrence Ritchie, finally planted the Dirin’s renewal ts effective July 17. Beekman as the reason a settle- y ’ .. office just to get 
quarry in front of an NBC electric Blackett, Sample, Hummert han- 


of Henry Santrey’s defunct act, au- | married. é 

’ ment was effected. ditioning for WCAP, Asbury, N. J. Jack Carrington, former legit ace ‘Vv 

earpiece. dles this commercial, which fea- NBC listed as a creditor for $292| tor, now studio director at KGFJ, ‘Ss 
Trade-Mark Rumpus tures Gus Haenschen’s orchestra, 


* in bankruptcy schedules of Harold} Los Angeles. lu 
‘ .| Frank Munn, Ohman and Arden Band of 2 000 F E. Pinkham, Schenectady merchant. Rosa Rosario hag been added to . 

Another incident that drew a 4 and Veronica Wiggins on WEAF. 3 in ree Tommy Lyman is the latest hang-|the Pennant Ensemble dinner hour ve 
ne ee. a. <2atam oe fm Pontiac, with Paul Whiteman’s 0 es ee B 4 t ing around for a radio broadcasting over WIBW, Topeka. ' 4 
ves. Sigal thes ens | orchestra, another renewal account, pics broadcast) break. veins ttn ous has established hime i 
from the mikes on the speakers effective July 8 Handled throuch Harry William Meyer has replaced | self in Swankier offices at the Chi ng 
table. Happened the first day of the c salt E ld od Grant Graves as Pianist in the Gon- Columbia radio disc spot. } 
the meet after WGN, the Chicago 6 Sor meas _ agency, _A Los Angeles, June 20. doliers Trio, now on WHAS, Louis- Don Lang took half a day to pose ovi 
‘Tribune’ mouthpiece, asked for per- change in the commercial billing 


' ville. for pictures for his Pet Foods pro ad 
: : Two. thousand musicians have ” ac 
ission to put its own mike among S0es with the renewal, Buick and 


b agreed to d nate their sery ices free hnso isters, har mony team, sram over WBBM, Chicago. mii 
dsmobile Ww share c edit wi oO s ‘ f ly on KDKA, Pittst urgh, Bin e 
them and when refused protested Ome a ill . reait ith emer: - attsb ing Crosby Says he entered & 


P . |for the CBS Olympics plug broad-| have Switched to WCAB, Pitts- ro , s ‘ ‘ : 
Permitttod to bog the gene teins lira aponeoranne, Vneoman orches. |for the June 30 from KECA, here, | bursh, “ nounced, and wasn't qo na un sin 
Inaldoncd 2 hog the spot, on which, W. A. Sheaffer Pen, handlea by | Singing chorus, also gratis, is be- Claude Morris, announcer at KNX is kneedeep these days in _— 
incidentally, practically all the print McJunkin, renewed from Aug. 29,| ing recruited from among college|KDKA, Pittsburgh, has dropped Song pluggers. All trying to entice noo 
and newsreel cameras were focused. Leopold Spitalny’s orchestra an and professional singing ranks. those turtleneck Sweaters for the Bing Crosby to croon their tunes. 
Paul Gascoign, in charge of the Gill and Demling comprise the Program will be split between the summer. KYW, Chicago, musicians Spend 
convention wires and an employee 


Stebbins Boys, Arthur Allen and | all their off time binocularing Lake 

of the A. T. & T., rather thea mat eae weed Revit on age Peas Parker Fennelley completing their Michigan, trying to peek inside the 
a ns : s Fz nks i i Sly 

into a tift with the ‘Trib’ ordered er renewal account is Swift second | year with Swift on NBC | yachts out in the harbor. 


& Co., through J. Walter Thomp- m.c’ing from the former and Mary | June 22. Quin Ryan resting up for tl 
the insignias removed. Networks son, for six months in advance, =. Pickford from the bowl. Stephanie Diamond, announcer at Democratic meet ‘after: having 
complied, but the next day they got newal date is Jan. 29, 1933, over Various foreign athletes will speak | WCAE, Pittsburgh, is the daughter | rasped his _ tonsils explaining the 
to someone and back went the call the WEAF network. to their nationals in their native|°f Assistant City Solicitor Harry |G.0.P. meet over WGN, Chicago. 
letters. Meantime they both lost a tongues. Bowl concert will be con- | Diamond. ‘The Wranglers,’ starr prairie 
a lot of picture publicity, ducted by Sir Hamilton Harty, ai and Pete in New York nea. | moaners at SN is Aw slated am 

Networks are now engaged in ty- New Zealand Fans Ask 


ing their act for the five-times-a- personal appearance tour in north« 
ae up Democratic leaders ons week program for Westinghouse, west, opening at Eureka, Wash, 


spokesmen for pre-cenvention spiels, Clear Air Lane for L. A. | ‘Fu Manchu’ Melodramas we HS % 


Both last week went after Juette pianist in Abe Ly-|. Julius Leib, musical director of 


| ~-n) 
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e *._|man’s band, has neither index fin- WIBwW, Topeka, won a wager b 
Shouse, chairman of the Democratic Of the ¢ ae — se ow a In Dispute for Radio Ser. Not only good on the ivories, |listening to 300 musical sebections 
‘National Committee, but Columbia habe ae stn Satie wate ee Chicago, June 20 but a crack golfer, Played on different chains and re- 
got first call. Latter chain had Al , ‘ ichts|,=Stelle Liebling, wife of the membered title. and composer of 
Smith also linea up for a broadcast Zealanders exceed any other coun- ar gael ny eet SNe Yee poets 


; é New York American music critic, | each except six. 
tonight (20) but the New Yorker|t’Y: Radio engineers have so far|to the script it proposes using are has opened a school for singers for Marie McHugh, wife of a radia 


-|involved in a dis € 
cancelled the arrangement three been unable to explain why recep n spute, Campagna radio development. 





0] . crooner, Stanley McHugh, has been 

days before tion is so good there for American | Italian Baim last week put itself Buddie King, niece of politician | granted divorce in Seattle. She 
Convention tart f both t stations. on the line for a 52-week run over Sam Koenig, debuted over WINS, | pleaded she couldn't live on air and 
works are titans | bene: intact aan Even the one-lung Stations around | the Columbia basic link starting | New York, with Al Curtis of RKO | that the crooning hubby failed to 


Los Angeles roudl displa a|Sept. 28, ‘Tentatively set to fill} Palace as accompanist, gather enough kale to keep her and 
for the next show. batch ~ Rl received ye these weekly half-hour periods are Powel Crosley, | Jr., has added a/|the baby son fully supported. 
— from that country. Topping all was dramatizations of Sax Rohmer’s Duesenberg to his private fleet of Staff artists and operating crew 
API Al b O & notification last week to KFI|‘Dr. Fu Manchu’ series, cars. “me Brothee, Louis, is sail- | of Station WIBW, Topeka, have 
W. ’ abama wned, from a listener-in in Dunedin, New Understood that, if by that time Geelieae aye Patchy ap the mid pt ci rnd thie Pl ~ with 
. ~ “ S . “ Ave eee. 
Now in Private Hands Zealand, who statea that a number|the tangle over who controls the | night oil making arrangements for | pay. They must also take a one 
of fans there are petitioning the | ether rights to Chinese‘ melo isn’t a new concert program which week’s layoff without. Force ex« 
Birmingham, June 20, government to give one of the local | Straightened out, the commercial | starts over WEAF June 27, cept for contract artists has al« 
WAPI, Birmingham, was leased stations another wave length, as it| Will drop the idea entirely for its vo william Fay, general manager/ready taken two pay cuts of 10%, 
Saturday (18) to W. oO. Pape, for- interfers with reception from the|CBS entry and instead move over HAM, Rochester, gave address on| M. H. A 


























areas : u ’ ylesworth in Chi over thé 

merly one of the owners of WODX, | Los Angeles station. ‘The First Nighter’ show it is now| ‘Glimpses Behind the Microphone weekend, confining himself to nets 

Mobile. WAPI was operated by ovens bankrolling over the opposition net- | for Rotary club of Fairport. work affairs, 

the state of Alabama Until ie ben a second ear on Wc wi’ | WiFagy hawelie a Ree"ANAEE| Earns Lowman, cs 1 2,,beat 

station lac wy t° dispose of the! NBC Bands on WOR its secona year on’ NBC, with va |4ay (16) on vacation trip to wee: other Chicago stay during the Dems 

station due to iack of available : ‘ time contract Subject to a 30-days consin. Says he's fsoing fishing, ocratic convention 

funds. Jack Denny's orchestra will be notice prior to the expiration of its Darrell Martin, former radio edi- Wally Butterworth, NBC's head 
Pape's bid was based on an|the third band to double between | current 13-week lap. tor of Pittsburgh ‘Sun-Telegraph,’ | spieler in Chi, got his first whack at 


agreement to form a $2:,000 ope- the NBC network and the New Nate Caldwell, head of a program | is plotting a local radio publication & political pow-wow mike. 
rating corporation and to pay the York indie station WOR. Denny checking bureau here, claims that |to get under way late this summer. Evans Plummer, ex Chi ‘Herald , 
state rental of $775 a month for q/|*tarts on WOR June 27 and there-| he holds an option with Rohmer for| Paul Moss, Nat Brusiloff’s man- and Examiner’ radio editor, now on ‘{ 























ot a after will be on each Monday, Wed- : ager, operated on for spinal affec- la freelance p. a. 
five year period, nesday and Friday, . under "ne ciommrtere” and at | tion. Expects to be out of the Beth| John Ww Elwood, NBC v.p. and 
“e In addition, Denny will be on the serial be introduced on the air un- aaa hospital at the end of the ne Sr eerations, and William 
7 i . : : 9urkKe Miller hanging on in licag 
Luckies CBS Act NBC network from the Waldort- less the adaptations Prepared by/ Carroll Carroll, J. Walter Thomp-| Waiting for the next Politico get- 
Astoria roof twice weekly, Tuesday |him are used. In negotiating for Son radio script man, joined Burns| together. Opposition holding over 
on WEAF, beginning with June 28,/the time with Columbia the Cam- and Allen in Detroit and will travel| Herbert Glover, Paul White, H. By 
Four Eaton Boys, a CBS act, will) in addition to his current WJZ Sat- pagna Corporation, it now develops, | With the team to write some of their; Kaltenborn and Frederick Wile, 
stand by with Jack Denny's orches-| urday periods. had been under the impression that | material. eee 
tra for the Lucky Strike Sharkey-| Other two bands doubling be-| the network had the exclusive; Jane Vance, former Chi campus Gillette Hope Dulls 
Schmeling fight broadcast tonight! tween WOR and NBC are Russ Co- | rights to the script, and that the|@Ueen, and Al Berry, Jr. Paul 


rae : ae : : Chicago, June 29. 
§ 2 TPpeo me iy ¢ g , > f , 
(21) over NBC. |lumbo and Buddy Rogers. Latter | account would be free to select its) Vhiteman audition winner, teaming 


Sigg: \for the Whi / ' ¥ of er od Prospect of Gillette Razor making 
This is the first time a CRS act) two axe under NBC managerial con- Own continuity writer. Caldwell’s | Whiteman band as Janic 








h rj ieei ; and Junior.’ ‘ts debut on the ether before the 
as been with the ciggie account on! tracts while Denny is an MCA band. | rejoinder to this is that CBS was | Pittsburgh stations Siving a plug | fall now looks Slight. Blade grinder 
NBC. NBC didn’t have a hand in| However, Denny has an NBC broad-/| merely acting as his agent in ped- | to Eddie Spector's first ‘sone, ‘See | until last week had been all pepped 
the Eaton Boys booking. I¢ Was | casting contract, dling the Story to the cosmetic | the Sun.’ Spector is a Pittsburgh | UP about going network with a gal- 
done direct, ———. maker and denies that while grant- | awyer and also publicist for Pitts. | &xy of stage stars on a weekly halfs 
iS his ; rity 6 sig ( awe ;ourgh Symp liony S iety i ierfeald_ot rsle 
Danny Winkler’s “Junior CBS’ PIANO DUO any of hig eority he signed away Francis Owen, wh’ vsarted hio|*"Auabng thos) ented Cheval ap» | 
‘Raising Junior,’ which Mr. and Sondra Phillips and Peggy Kee- Campagna has tried to get Cald- | Wastebasket’ Program at WJAS. |Proached for the assignment was 
Mrs. Pete Dixon featured on NBC | nen have been placed under a CBS | well to waive his rights for a flat | Pittsburgh, has resumed the fea- | George M. Cohan. Idea was to have @ 
for Wheatena for Over a year, has Sustaining contract. Femme piano consideration, but the latter main- ets at W Wwsw, Pittsburgh, where him do a series of ether versions of 
been taken over by Danny Winkler. | duo commences July 12. pe is now station manager. 








ayangon Pitt, director of National| His stage hits, with the actor-man- 
Players, interviewed by Dan Thomp-|2%er furnishing the talent, direction 
son, ‘Times’ movie Critic, ayer'4nd fersonal self, 








Winkler cleared all rights to the Girls have been on CBS intermit- uity writer of the entire series or 


tains that he Stays as the contin- 
scripts from NBC, tently, minus a contract, else, 
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THE OL’ MAESTRO GABBING 





Chains on Spot as Accounts Howl 


At Proximity of Rival Programs 


Chicago, June 20. 

Increasing competition among 
the big air advextisers for listeners 
has big commercials jumpy and 
skittish trying to cut down any in- 
fringement on their time and pro- 
grams by newcomers to the ether. 

Particular bane of the networks 
and main stations are these fights 
that develop between advertisers, 
often resulting in heavy coin ac- 
counts moving off the network in 
a huff because of the alleged chisel- 
ing into its own air rights and 
property. Two great causes of thesc 
wrangles are the proximity of other 
programs with similarity of ma- 
terial. 

Advertisers on the networks are 
demanding that no similar program 
or product is placed on the same 
network within 60 minutes of their 
own session. They all want plenty 
of acreage between similar prod- 
ucts and programs so as to focus 
as much attention as possible on 
their own interlude. 

This was the reason the ‘Pirate 
Club’ program for Kellogge’s Food- 
town Pops switched to NBC after 
having been set for CBS. The 
‘Wheaties’ program on CBS with 
‘Skippy’ raised a howl because Co- 
lumbia wanted to spot the Pirate 
Club with 30 minutes of its own kid 
program, and threatened to go off 
CBS if the chain insisted on plac- 
ing the Pops program so close to it. 

Networks are at present sweating 
over this situation now that the 
advertisers are getting ‘proximity- 
minded.’ It is particularly a strain 
in the children’s program division, 
since the kid session must neces- 
sarily come within the late after- 
noon hour. 

Program Identity 


Another instance of the nearness 
squawk is the one at present 
whitening the hair of the NBC 
execs in the batte between Pepsoa- 
dent and Listerine. The Pépsodent 
company has set up a yelp against 
the spotting of the Listerino’s 
‘Country Doctor’ program too close 
to the early Amos n’ Andy broad- 
casts, particularly since Pepsodent 
is now plugging its own mouth- 
wash so heavily. So important has 
this howl become that it’s figured 
likely that Listerine may be move. 
to another spot rather than avoid 
too much controversy with Pepso- 
dent, one of NBC’s ace clients. 

Other than proximity, the sim- 
jlarity of programs in the way of 
material and even of writers, is the 
other yelp-arouser by the commer- 
cials. In this light, Swift company 
has been pitching knives at the 
NBC execs for the spotting of the 
same program that worries Pepso- 
dent, the Listerine ‘Country Doctor’ 
series, Here the howl is that 
Phillips Lord (Seth Parker) who 
created and appeared in the early 
episodes of the Swift program, 
known as the ‘Stebbins Boys,’ is 
writing and working in the ‘Doctor’ 
session. 


NESTLE SETTLES BUDDY 





DOYLE AFTER 4 WEEKS 


Buddy Doyle under contract to 
broadcast 14 times for Nestle goes 
off this Friday (24) after four 
weeks. Understood the account set- 
tled the remainder of its contract 
with Doyle. 

Ross McLean, tenor, succeeds 
Doyle and will be on the chocolate 
program for the month of July, 
with another artist to follow him. 





Pickard Family Commuting 
Easton, Pa., June 20. 
Pickard family, of NBC, arrived 
in Allentown to make its hec:dquar- 
ters there for the summer and will 
appear in parks in this vicinity 
next few months. 
Pickards will go to 
each time they broadcast and be- 
tween broadcasts will fill the nu- 
merous park engagements arranged 
for them. 
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Extremely Odd 


O. O. McIntyre, the column- 
ist, told the McNaught syn- 
dicate which handles him that 
he isn’t interested at $6,000 a 
broadcast or anything unless 
something very special comes 
up. 

Impression is that he’s shy 
of the microphone, 











Public’s Reactions, 
Not Insiders’, Is New 
Rule in Auditions 


June 20. 


Working under the same plan as 
the picture previews on the coast 
to get the public’s reactions, the 
local ad agencies are seeking ‘pub- 
lic-type’ audiences to preview the 
auditions before the programs are 
set for a commercial. The old days 
of having the sponsor-company’s 
advertising department select the 
program strictly according to their 
own tastes without taking into 
consideration the potential cus- 
tomer are rapidly passing. 

This idea of having the same 
sort of people who will buy the 
product okay the proposed pro- 
gram is becoming the keynote both 
for the agencies and the commer- 
cials. If a program is designed for 
women, for. instance, the agencies 
are bringing their own typists and 
stenogs and the other gals around 
the office into the audition room 
to get a load of the program. And 
if the gals vote for or against the 
program it counts more than what 
the salesmen and other muggs 
think about the session. It is be- 
lieved that in this way the large 
number of ether flops can be 
avoided. Same goes for the kid 
programs; no longer do the adults 
of the agencies and the commer- 
cial try to select the program, but 
are bringing in some minors to 
listen to the program in the audi- 
tion room. And it’s got to get the 
kids’ approval stamp before the 
program is finally accepted. 

It has resulted in a huge decrease 
in the family-meddling in radio 
sessions, which in the early days 
were the hair-whiteners of the 
agencies and stations. What the 
relatives think of the session is 
being largely discounted, if in the 
auditions, the’ potential-customer 
type listener thought that the pro- 
gram was oke. 


ROCKWELL MAY FOLLOW 
ED WYNN FOR TEXACO 


Doc Rockwell will be auditioned 
by Texaco to follow Ed Wynn when 
the latter goes off the oil periods 
the end of August. Wynn's orig- 
inal contract was extended for an- 
other six weeks with the comedian 
deciding io forego his vacation 
plans, which. will bring him up to 
the time he goes on the road with 
his ‘Laugh Parade’ revue. 

If Rockwell fails to click as a sat- 
isfactory successor to Wynn, Tex- 
aco will go off the air for about two 
months and will return about Oc- 
tober with Wynn again featured. 


DELLS’ FLOOR NAMES 


Chicago, June 20. 


Chicago, 





Roadhouse biz going on a spree 
around here. Dells on Dempster 
road opens a new floor show Fri- 
(24) headed by the Ritz Bros. 
and John and Edna Torrence. 

Sam Bramson of the Wm. Morris 
cfice is now booking the spot. 


Van Heusen Takes A Powder 
Van Heusen winds up its 13 weeks 


a 





BEANIE'S A 


POY GHULOE 


Analysis of What the Fub- 





Careful Advance Prepa- 
rations—‘Lads, Let’s Get 
Nervous,’ Sez the Alma 
Malta Guy and There 
You Are—Radio’s Male 
Poliyanna 


HOW IT WORKS OUT 


By Cecelia Ager 


Five years ago Ben Bernie was 
handing out the same line of chat- 
ter over the air he uses now—and 
nobody seemed to care. Today he’s 
an ace attraction, he’s glutted with 
fan mail, his quips have become na- 
tional by-words, and along with his 
nice new Blue Ribbon Malt year’s 
contract (which carries a second 
year’s option) he’s playing vaude, 
one night tours, ballroom dates and 
private parties till his total income 
almost frightens him. Maybe he 
was five years ahead, ne doesn’t 
know. 
unless his adherence to the follow- 
ing rules he’s made for himself are 
the answer: 

The radio audience is made up of 
so many factions, says the OI‘ 
Maestro, that anyone seeking to 
build up and hold a loyal following 
must take extraordinary care not 
to offend any one of them. Refer- 
ences to nationality, politics, religion 
and public officials of any country, 
Bernie rigidly pencils out of his 
programs. It’s too risky, it isn’t 
kind, not even for a laugh. 

Give ‘Em Laffs 


Then, continues the head lad, give 
them humor. Radio’s had every- 
thing but humor. Now radio’s dis- 
covered the appeal of comedy, and 
is trying all sorts. Bernie prefers 
the tongue-in-the-cheek biz, the 
kind that makes you a little bit 
more of a mugg than your audi- 
ence. Don’t talk down to them, he 
advises. His own deliberate mis- 
pronunciation of words always 
centers on words familiar to every- 
body, his slight caricaturizing of air 
personalities revolve about those ar- 
tists the whole audience knows. 
‘Suggent that you and your audi- 
ence are both kidding the same 
proverbial pomposites. Maybe 
they’ve never noticed the things 
you're ribbing, but they’ll get the 
idea and join in right away, if you 
present it to them as if they were 
in at the beginning. Don’t patron- 
ize, and beware of going smart 
aleck. Let a little strain of humil- 
ity color your remarks, and remem- 
ber the radio audience is learning 
so fast, they’ll outstrip you before 
you know it if you don’t work hard 
trying to keep just a little ahead of 
them.’ 

Bernie believes it’s dangerous for 
a funny man to broadcast more than 
once a week. The public’s apt to 
weary of any one style if they get 
too much of it. Radio’s a wonder- 
ful thing, it’s so retroactively luc- 
rative, that one must be mighty 
careful not to kill the goose that 
lays the golden eggs. Go on once 
a week, see that each week’s pro- 
grom is varied, and try for novelty 
each time. You’ll last longer. Bernie 
thinks he’s hit upon a fortuitous 
program make-up; the listeners-in 
who can’t bear him can always wait 
for his band. 


Kid the Ad. Product 


Convinced that nothing induces 
the listener-in to tune off as swift- 
ly as a dry, stilted, extravagant 
sales talk, Bernie was the first ra- 
dio personality to incorporate his 
sponsor's advertising spiel right in 
his own program and present it in 
his own style. He feels that the 
smartened-up radio audience will 


contract with CBS in two weeks and | feel far more kindly toward a prod- 


retires from the air. 


Account features Van 


Gus 


4 Nat Brusiloff's orchestra, 


and | than if 
jwas the first too to realize that 


uct if it’s kidded in a friendly way 
it’s extolled straight. He 


He can’t quite understand it, 














Dynamic 


Competition getting so keen 
among the radio columnists 
one of ‘em went to an open- 
ing with a bodyguard, just in 





case. 

They’re still talking about 
the playful columnist who, 
while under the influence, tried 
to shove a fellow radio com- 
mentor out of a 22d _ studio 


window. 


Matter of Contract 
For Mildred Bailey 
And Whiteman’s Date 


Although Paul Whiteman had 
Mildred Bailey under a nominal con- 
tract of $150 a week, his approval 
of a separate agreement between 
the blues songstress and the NBC 
has reacted to Whiteman’s detri- 
ment in that the maestro is current- 
ly without her services for the Par- 
amount, New York, engagement. 
Miss Bailey is holding out for $2,- 
000 a week. 

NBC which has Miss Bailey under 
a $600 weekly contract insists she 
appear with Whiteman at the Par at 
that figure. Miss Bailey, through 
Julian T. Abeles, her attorney, ar- 
gues that technically her contract 
has been modified and thus voided. 
On the matter of money, she con- 
tends that Whiteman’s $8,500 weekly 
figure at the Par, an increase over 
the $7,500 from RKO, is due in a 
measure to herself, and is holding 
out for the 2 g’s. The rotund song- 
stress claims she can collect that 
much on her own and is willing to 
call off her NBC contract. 

George Engles meantime, two 
days before the Par opening, served 
notice on Abeles that under the 
contracts Miss Bailey is liable to 
defray the cost of whatever sub- 
stitute they elect in her place for 
the Paramount date. NBC contract 
dates from Sept. 26, 1931, to March 
23, 1933. 

It was understood she was to 
work with Whiteman under no sal- 
ary from the maestro but from the 
NBC and at the NBC's direction. 
She also gets $350 weekly for her 
sustaining broadcasts and $750 
from the Pontiac program. 

Abeles argues that Miss Bailey's 
acceptance is subject to her ap- 
proval and that the NBC’s volun- 
tary modification of other provisions 
thus voided everything. 























since the radio audience is a fam- 
ily group, a reciprocal family spirit 
should be created around radio ar- 
tists themselves by their plugging 
one another. His praise of the pro- 
grams that preceded his, and those 
that followed, was immediately ap- 
parent in the tenor of his fan mail. 
Letters poured in discussing all the 
artists of the air, asking his opinion, 
giving their own, ail in the difficult- 
to-achieve mood of one happy fam- 
ily—with Bernie as the patriarch. 
Be big over the air, says Bernie. 
The audience will like you better 


the entire industry. 
success is yours. 


packs microphonic resonance, 
marked Mr. Bernie, getting statisti- 
cal, 
won 70% of the battle. When ques- 
tioned shout the percentage value of 
sex appeal in a voice, however, he 
replied that he wouldn’t know, but 
that his computers have 
that that Alma Malta guy lulls 33,- 
000 women to sleep cach week. 

Just a will o’ the wisp, the ol‘ 
maestro can’t prepare his programs 
in advance. To be all set irks him. 
An hour before he’s to go he says 
to his boys, 
They all go into a trance, and so he 
j finishes with ‘I hope you like it.’ 





[Dishing Dirt and Exploitation 
By Radio Columnists on Wane 
For Dailies 


lic Likes on the Air—No | 


and Home Fireside 


York edi- 


suggestion, 


Reported that the New 
tors at their own plus 
the moral request of the broadcast- 
the radio 
engaging in any 
‘dirt’ chatter. It’s a 
request which the major broadcast- 


ing stations, are to curb 


columnists from 
personality or 


ers in the past had made but which 


had been ignored. Now the newspa- 
pers concede that in view of radio’s 
intimate association with the 
hearth and the home, the dirt-dish- 
ing is somewhat out of line. 
Another objection has cropped up 
wth the too technical or trade stuff, 
This hasn't made for circulation 
other than among the musicians 
and radio artists, or others attached 


to the broadcasting business. That 
sort of dope may intercst the 


Broadway bunch, at best a few hun- 
dred, but has no appeal for the av- 
erage daily reader. Considering 
that the newspapers figure on cir- 
culation into the hundreds of thou- 
sands, that sort of limited appeal 
doesn’t mean anything tu the daily 
newspaper publishers. 

With this personality stuff, it has 
been brought home to them that the 
tabs and other columnists have been 





using their space for personal ex- 
ploitation or for personal }-urposes, 
It ranges all the way from bally- 
ho_ing some particular radio new- 
comer to landing plugs for their 
own or somebody else’s songs. 

Editors of the dailies want their 
radio columns to be circumspect be- 
cause of the close relationship of 
the ether and the home. Hence the 
belief that trade or technical stuff 
concerning itself with chiseling, 
angling other Broadway skull- 
duggery, feel the eds., falls beyond 
the scope of what a daily newspaper 
should service its readers. 

One tab last week, after ‘Variety’s’ 
story on the radio columnists, as 
much as told its chatter wrifer to 
lay off the trade gossip about band 
bookings, shiftings of hours, etc. 
and “to leave that to ‘Variety.’” 

Another tab columnist is reported 
involved with his managing editor 
because of the use of his column 
for self-exploitation. Reports of an 
impending change have been cure 
rent for the last week or two. 





Columbia Discs Only 
For WJJD, Col. Partner 


Chicago, June 26, 

Affiliation of Columbia Phono- 
graph and Radio company with the 
indie station here, WJJD, will call 
for the exclusive use of the Colum- 
biu records on that station. 

All Victor and Brunswick discs 
have been banned from the trans- 
mitter, and after each Columbia 
record played the tag line will name 
the producer of the dise and that it 
can bo purchased at any music 


Family Short 


Alice Joy, recent feature on 














for it, and it creates good will for} 
The industry’s| for Paramount tomorrow (22). 


if it’s low, and intimate, you've | 








told him | 


| least be 


‘Lads, let’s get nervous.’ | 
‘ers will thus be dropped from the 
| San Francisco station. 


Prince Albert over NBC, now in 
vaude for RKO, will make a short 


Miss Joy will work in the short 


If you happen to have a voice that | With her two children, Bruce, 5, and 
re- | Lois, 3. 


Robert Burns, her husband, 
may also be given a part in the 
short. 


KFRC Minus Orchestra 


Los Angeles, June 20. 

Eliminating the studio orchestra 
at KFRC, San Francisco, all CBS 
programs will for the summer at 
broadcast from KHJ here, 
sister station. Latter is considered 
the key station of the chain on the 
coast. 


About a half dozen daily sustaine 
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KFRC, San Francisco, Loses Status—Whole- 


sale Talent Letouts in Frisco 





San Francisco, June 20. 


Greatest shakeup in local radio 
history is now occurring with three | 
stations handing many walking | 
papers and shuffling staffs and | 
policies. 

Now that Hale Bros. and the 


Chronicle’ have handed over their | 


KPO to NBC, latter chain is mak- 
ing wholesale switches in personnel 
and operation of KPO, which wiil 
continue to serve as key station in 
NBC's second western network. 
Over $577,000 was dropped on KPO 
in last 10 years by its store and 
newspaper owners. 

J. W. Laughlin, station manager, 
bows out of the radio business to 


remain with MHale’s department 
store in an exec position he for- 
merly occupied. Jean Campbell 


Crowe, program director, is out of 
that job and into National’s pro- 
duction bureau. Cy Trobbe and 
Jess Norman, orch conductors, are 
out, as are other members of the 
staff. 

KPO studios will be moved from 
Hale’s store to the NBC headquar- 
ters in the Hunter-Dulin building, 
from which all future programs will 
emanate, under direction of the 
present NBC chiefs. About 25 of 
the old KPO people will be retained, 
just who is now being determined 
by NBC Artists’ Bureau. 

CBS to Los Angeles 


KFRC, local unit of the Don Lee- 
CBS system, underwent an inten- 
sive slashing this week, when all 
local sustaining programs were 
pulled off the air and KHJ in Los 
Angeles designated as production 








Columbia System—8:30 P.M. 
ON LA PALINA PROGRAM 


| 


| but five locally 














RUSS 
COLUMBO 


; NBC and 
Victor Record Artist 


Management 
NBC ARTISTS SERVICE 








—— - 








OETROIT'S F R 


A wl 











center for the network. KFRC's | 
menu henceforth will include east- 
ern CBS, and transcriptions, with 
produced commer- 
cials going out from here. They 
are Happy Go Lucky hour, Shell 
Happytime, Eb and Zeb, Feminine 
Fancies, Eno Crime Club and Sim- 
mons program. Blue Monday Jam- 
boree, one of the biggest and old- 


| est programs in the West, loses its 


sponsor, Golden State Milk Co., 
after July 4, when the two-hour 
period probably goes off the air. 
Orchestra on notice, to be re-hired 
on casual basis. 


Among the KFRC outs are Mere- 
dith Willson, who takes his baton 
to NBC for a berth on the con- 
ductors’ staff. Others are Edna 
Fischer, Robert Olsen, Earl Towner 
and male quartet, Madeline de 
Michele, Caltana Christoph, Bill 
Goodwin, Fred Bittke and Clark 
Sisters. Others are off staff, but re- 
main for spot stuff. Remaining on 
staff are Al and Cal Pearce, who 
conduct the Happy Go Lucky; 
Tommy Harris, Norman Nielson, 
Nora Schiller, Ronald Graham and 
Walter Kelsey, latter taking the 
music directorship vacated by Will- 
son. 

Inasmuch as most of Western 
radio time is sold in San Francisco 
KFRC is left in an awkward posi- 
tion with the Don Lee production 
dept. centered in Los Ange! 

KYA is the third statior. sping 
talent. Owned by NBC but vup,vrated 
independently, broadcuster is cut- 
ting down on ei »e::ses by putting 
artists on spot busis. Adele Burian, 
vocalist, and Dresser Dahistead, an- 
nouncer, are out. Nightly. ‘On with 
the Show’ is off the air, NBC re- 
mote controlling the Ted Fio-Rito 
band from the Hotel St. Francis to 
fill in the vacancy. 

As for balance of San Francisco 
and Oakland stations, about only 
changes being made are in phono- 
graph needles. 


BEN BERNIE RENEWS 
FOR YEAR ON RADIO 


Ben Bernie, the old Alma Malta 
maestro, has been ticketed by Blue 
Ribbon Malt for another year solid 
from Sept. 1. 

Commercial at the same time 
optioned the gagging bandman for 
52 weeks after that, with the usual 
privileges for time-out for any 
stage, hotel or cafe work, plus pro- 
visions to pick him up on the road 








BOURJOIS LIGHTENS LOAD 

‘Evening in Paris’ program, spon- 
sored by Bourjois Perfume, cut to 
15 minutes from 30 with a new 
line-up of talent last night (Mon- 
day) for the summer, but will in- 
stall its regular 30 minute period in 
the fall. 

Account has already contracted 
with CBS for 40 weeks starting in 
fall. 

Alice Remsen and Howard Lan- 
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in’s orchestra are being used over 
the warm weather period. Regular 
talent layout, Pierre Brugnon, Alice 
Remsen and Max Smolin’s orches- 
tra, returns after the summer, 





Bird and Vash Back 

Bird and Vash return to CBS for 
five nightly airings during the week 
commencing July 4. Act has been 
off the air since last fall. 

Bird and Vash is an act revoly- 
ing around the gab of two hick 
women, who in real life are two 
men, They are Raymond Van 
Sickle and Ralph Bunker. 





Elliott Shaw’s 2 Loyalties 


Elliot Shaw returns to the Revel- 
ers Quartet under a special arrange- 
ment whereby he will be permitted 
to double between the latter har- 
mony group and the Cavaliers. Both 
are NBC harmony quartets. 

This arrangement will be followed 
cut until the first of the year, when 
Shaw leaves the Cavaliers for the 
Revelers exclusively. 

Shaw was originally with the 
Revelers, but four months ago re- 
signed from that group and took up 
with the Cavaliers. Phil Dewey, 
who replaced Shaw with the Revel- 
ers, is now out of the latter group. 

Shaw rejoins his harmonic alma 
mater by their invitation, 














Belgian Station Will 
Relay U. S. Programs 


Brussels, June 11, 
Radio-Luxemburg, the cosmopoli- 
tan transmitting post, is to com- 
mence broadcasting in July. Three 
150-meter and two 800 h.p. Diesel 
motors have been installed and the 


Hearst Scans Chi Ether 
For New ‘Examiner’ Ally 


Chicago, June 20. 
John Hearst, son of the pub- 


lisher, gave the local broadcasting 
field the once-over last week in 
search of an affiliation for the 
‘Herald and Examiner’ to take the 
place of KYW. Westinghouse, own- 
Radio-Luxemburg will have ajer of the latter’ station and 
wave length of 1,250 meters and | from whom Hearst now leases, has 


there is talk of its power being 400 |}asked the Federal Radio Commis- 
kilowatts. This has already drawn | 
protests from the German aeronautic | 
wireless service, Moscow (1,304 met- | 
and the coming new Austrian | 
transmitter (1,237 meters), who fear | 
they will be swamped. 

A string of agencies is being es- 
tablished throughout Europe to sro- 
licit accounts for the new station to 
be lingualistically international. move on the grounds that the Illi- 
French advertising vill be con-|nois broadcast region is away over 
trolled by Havas, and German by/quota and that the public service 


short wave station for picking up 


American programs for relay is 
nearly complete. 





sion for permission to move the 
wave length’s base of operations to 
Philadelphia. Young Hearst left 
town without effecting a substitute 
hookup. 

Commission is expected to grant 
Westinghouse’s application, which 
bases its reason for wanting to 


ers) 





Wolff. German wireless stations} would be benefited by setting the 
have a limit set on the publicity|station up in the underquota 
they may broadcast, and they are} Pennsylvania territory. Also hap- 
expected to moan when they see|pens that NBC, Westinghouse’s 
marks flowing into the pockets of| partner in the network, has no need 
foreigners for the boosting of Ger- | of the outlet and could use it to 
man goods. |advantage in Philadelphia where its 


French capital has floated Radio-! local release is limited to the 500- 
Luxemburg. | watters, WLIT and WFI. 


——— Tnside ‘Stuff—Radio 


Since the return of Kolin D. Hager as studio manager of WGY, Sche- 
nectady, there has been a steady building up of programs for use on 
NBC red network during daytime hours. The Schenectady station now 
originates about 50 broadcasts monthly for parent chain, two recently 
added being ‘Muted Strings,’ and Gray McClintock, in ‘Stories of the 
Northwest.’ 

Most of the programs originated for NBC are sustainers, although one 
thrice-weekly, Ed Trautman’'s orchestra, is a commercial. This and the 
Banjoleers, both of which go on the air in the a. m, hit the largest 
number of stations, 42. McClintock does the same kind of program on a 
local ‘commercial.’ 

In several cases, programs fed to the NBC on afternoon hours are 
repeated for local audience at supper time. WGY broadcasters for chain 
distribution include, in additiorf to those mentioned, ‘Three Shades of 
Blue,’ male vocal trio; ‘Musical Comedy Hits,’ mixed quartet; ‘Sonata,’ 
with Charles Gilbert Spross, pianist, and Edward A. Rice, violinist; Rice 
String Quartet, with Antoinette Halstead, contralto, and Everett Whit- 
more, ‘The Hobby Rider.’ 





Plenty havoc raised last week through the networks cutting off artists 
and commercials in favor of convention broadcasts. 

Goodyear program on NBC late Wednesday night (15) was cut off for 
a convention broadcast and caused a slight rift between Batton, Barton, 
Durstine & Osborne, agency handling the eccount, and NBC. Agency 
kicked plenty to NBC at being cut off as they were given to understand 
previously, according to reports, that the program would remain on the 
air in toto despite convention announcements. John Royal, head of 
NBC’s program department, is reported to have taken the rap for the 
Goodyear cut-off and ensuing agency squawk. 

Morton Downey, on CBS sustaining, burned to a red heat when his 
mike was shut off in favor of the convention. 

Donald Novis’ cut-off was a particular heart-breaker. This boy, re- 
cently arrived from the coast, was given quite a build up for his first 
broadcast and just when he went on, NBC decided that the Republican 
prohibition stand was more important and switched that in, All Novis 
did was his signature fore and aft, 


NBC is being frequently frustrated in its attempt to farm out con- 
tracted talent to WOR, Newark. 

Some time ago NBC embarked on the plan of using WOR for farming 
out purposes, idea being to sell talent which it had under contract but 
couldn’t use to the indie station. In this way the network could keep 
some of its discontented acts working. 

However while some NBC acts have been willing to go on WOR rather 
than do nothing, quite a number have objected. lLatters base their 
objection on the premise that to broadcast from an indie station after 
having a network reputation would be injurious. 


That certain radio maestros who have been on the air for a long time 
haven't built an individual rep compared to less musicianiy dance 
orchestra leaders, evidences that on the radio personality and individ- 
uality are needed to impress. 

Leaders such as Hugo Mariani, Cesare Sodero, Freddie Rich, Nat 
Shilkret, Larry Funk, Peter Van Stceden, Nat Brusiloff and otners who 
have done quite a bit of ‘house’ work for the major networks with big 
commercials, but have yet to impress themselves individually. A Shil- 
kret or a Rich is famous in the trade but much more obscure to the laity 
than many a less talented or musicianly jazzbo ileadér ovet some minor 
station, 


With signing by Paramount of new radio names for its ‘Big Broad- 
cast,’ CBS is leading in number of artists represented. Mills Bros., 
Boswell Sisters and Donald Novis are new ether workers set. Mills 
and Boswells are from CBS, Novis from NBC, 

Previously arranged for were Cab Calloway (NBC) and three CBS 
stars, Bing Crosby, Burns and Allen and Arthur Tracy (Street Singer), 
giving CBS total so far of six stars as against NBC's two. 

Par is getting out special publicity to radio editors and columnists all 
over the country. 


t,oth KFI and KHJ, on the Coast, have been forced to sacrifice some 
of their commercial programs to handle the Republican convention com- 
ing over the chains. 

In some cases the paying customers were accommodated on later 
hours through the dropping of sustainers, but in other instances the 
stations were compelled to lose the intake. Similar conditions will pre- 
vail during the Democratic convention. 





Vhile smaller stations in Los Angeles are crying about poor business, 
the majors are reporting biz well above the red ink line. c 

KHJ, city’s CBS outlet, reports its net earnings for the first five 
months of '32 better than all of 1931, which was 95% above the previous 





year, 





FALL BOOKINGS 
SLOW ON AIR 


— 


Customary reservations for fall 
air time made by commercials at 
this time of the year are way below 
par. | 

belated avplications for radio ad« 
vertising spa:e is said to be due to 
the commercials’ desire to wait a 
few months and see whether cone 
ditions improve or not. Networks, 
although somewhat worried about 
the situation, figure that the adver- 
tisers will flock to the air during 
the early fall with a rush to get rid 





of the surplus’ stock on their 
shelves. 
New WMCA Artists’ Bureau 


Donald Flamm’s WMCA, New 
York indie station, is re-establish- 
ing its artist bureau after operat- 
ing without one for about a year, 
A deal is on for Lou Irwin, Broad- 


way agent and Ethel Merman’s 
manager, to head it. 
Proposition involves separate 


maintenance of the booking adjunct, 
with Flamm and Irwin each holding 
50% of the artist bureau. The 
agreement is that Irwin can also 
continue to personally handle Miss 
Merman. 

Mike Hammer was the former 
WMCA artist bureau head when it 
disbanded. 





Rollickers Start June 23 


Rollickers Quartet start a series 
of biweekly broadcasts on WEAF 
network June 23, spotted Tuesday 
and Saturday. 

Rollickers are under a short-term 
NBC contract, with additional time 
resting on how the boys show up 
during the first few broadcasts. 











ANSON WEEKS 


And His ORCHESTRA 
NOW IN Sth YEAR AT 
HOTEL MARK HOPKINS 
SAN FRANCISCO 


Broadcasting Nightly 
C.B.8. COAST NETWORK 





Laeky Strike Dance Hour 
Semi-Monthly 
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AND HIs 
CALIFORNIA ORCHESTRA 
Columbia Broadcasting System 

PHILLIP’S DENTAL MAGNESIA 
Tues., Thurs., Sat. 8:15 (East) 





























COAST-TO-COAST 
WABC 
| AUTHOR ACTOR 


GEORGE 
‘FRAME BROWN 


CREATOR OF 
REAL FOLKS 
THOMPKINS CORNERS 
NOW HEADLINING FOR 
POST TOASTIES 

Thursday, 9:30 - 10 P. M. 
WJZ AND NBC NETWORK 

Coast to Coast 
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Little Logic, Much Luck, Found 


In Radio Careers—Trade Idea 





*There’s no such thing as casting | cause of some pre-arranged consid- | 


for radio, as for a stage production.’ eration or expectancy thereof. 
That’s the answer to many inquiries Sheep-Like 
from radio aspirants as how to get Adv. agencies themselves are 


rather vague when it comes to pre- 


> ther, according o| 
@ break on the ether, according t senting a new script. 


an important radio advertising of- 
ficial. broadcasters’ own vacillating con- 

It’s the answer also to the daily ceptions on what is the new vogue; 
question by professionals who are whether it’s to be names, or croon- 
nonplussed at what they feel is |S: bands or comedy continuities; 
radio’s wandering methods of cast- | Sketches or m.c.’s with variety spe- 
ing for any new commercial hour. | Cialties, or what? 

They don’t know how to go about Amidst all this the talent endeav- 
it. The stage comedian with a siz-|°Fs to buck the broadcasting line 
able rep is dumbfounded at what and hope for a break like Crosby or 
he feels is the general ignorance of | Kate Smith. 
both the broadcasters and the com- Even if they are of a name par 
mercial advertising sponsors. Pro- | like Whiteman, Wynn or Lahr, it’s 
fessional wonders at the why and|!! so much more of a gamble that 
how of bursting into radio. somebody interested in a name will 

If he has an agent, the agent|%end for them. And when they do 
often seems equally at sea, as he send for them, the champ burn-up 
gays that many of the crooners, is the request to prepare for an au- 
songstresses and comedians on the| dition. 
air just happened by lucky acci- 
dent. 


There is much to support this Reshape CBS Band Depi. 4 a 


otherwise brash conclusion, for it 
For Midwest Ciiaaaleal 


has resolved itself down into a mat- 
ter of fortunate circumstance or 
‘angles.’ 

Latter has in turn given rise to 
much graft and skullduggery with 
some ‘interested’ broadcasting con- 
tact plugging a favorite artist, be- 





Chicago, June 20. 








the band department in the Co- 
lumbia Artists’ Service have been 
completed and are now awaiting 
the okay of the network’s top execs. 
With the entente formerly existing 
with MCA out of the way, the 
chain’s band bureau is particular- 
ly interested in crashing the mid- 





JOE CALLICCHIO 


(Musical Director of WMAQ) 
Now at N.B.C., Chicago 





PROGRAMS "aa : 
tn? . . west music mart. 
—-* Aichi” aaeaeeaiass To that end, Ralph Wonders, head 


Whoopee Program 


of CBS” pvand selling activities, is 
Sat., 9:30 to 10 P.M.. C.D.S.T. ; . 


due here within the next two 
weeks. While in Chicago Wonders is 
slatea, among other things, to ef- 
fect a shift in the department's 
local representation, bring several 
of the better known midwest bands 
under the Columbia wing and tie 
up two of the town’s choice spots, 
the Bismarck and the Congress. 
Break with MCA became inev- 
itable when Columbia discovered a 
== couple of months ago that the 


Stein outfit was giving equal play 
EVI and often the edge to opposition 
(TENOR) 
Tune in on WOR 
Every em, 11:15 A. M. 
Every Sunday Over WARY at 5:30 P. MM. 
PEABODY HOTEL 
MEMPHIS, TENN. 
Y. wea 


hookups, and that the alliance was 
proving a millstone to its own 

_ BENNY KYTE = 

| And His Golden Tower Orchestra 


bureau’s band _ selling activities. 
N.B.C. Network—WJR 


Latter found that it was unable 
| metechb—es, 12:30-1 P.M., E.D.5.T. 
L Hi-Speed Gasoline Cocamalt Starts Oct. 3 











PHILLIP’S DENTAL MAGNESIA 
WABC—Tues., Thurs., Sat., 3.15 P.M. 


FRANCES 
LANGFORD 


MANHATTAN MELODIES 
WOR—Wednesday, 10 P. M. 
Atop Empire State Bldg. 





























band department calls for the ut- 
most co-operation from the net- 
work’s program ard traffic staffs. 
If the band bureau has promised a 
client a certain number of releases 
and outlets, it will hereafter be up 
to the latter departments to see 
that such arrangements are carried 
out and to avoid any jockeying 
around of periods assignment to a 
CBS account. 





















to promise prospective customers 
choice ether periods and outlets be- 
cause first call on these desirable 
spots had already been conceded to 

Loose Wile Biscuit Co, 
R. G. DUNN CIGAR gj | With NBC for Cocamalt product. 
— which begins on the WEAF network 
Oct. 3. Account will be on thrice 


MCA booked units. 
weekly, Monday, Wednesday and 
(The Dark Angel of the Violin) 














Revised mode of operation of the 
Friday, and is handled through the 
Ruthrauff & Ryan agency. 

Program will be called ‘The Fly- 
ing Family,’ a dramatic sketch 
which will feature Mr. and Mrs. 
George Hutchinson and their two 
little daughters. 





and his 
INTERNATIONAL ORCHESTRA 


at the 
CONGRESS HOTEL, CHICAGO 
Broadcasting Nightly—KYW 











Their vaga- | 
ries are enhanced further by the)! 


Plans for the reorganization of | 


R. B. Davis & Co. has contracted | 











Ladies and Gents: 
You’ve Been 


Warned 


Open for : 
Westinghouse Electric 
June 27 
12.45 FP. Mm. E.S.% 


Monday, Wednesday, Friday—Wsz 
Tuesday and Thursday—WEAF 





Daily Except Sat. & Sun. 











Gagging Auctioneer on 
Air in Utah, and Liked 


Salt Lake City, June 20. 
Auction sale has been put on air 
here over two local stations, KDYL 
jand KSI. 
Idea was hatched with 
|} tioneers L. J. Greenfield and Sam 





| tioneerin 
the air three times daily, once in a 
simultaneous hook-up with the two 
stations, unusually large crowds 
have been attracted to the store 

Auctioneer Greenfield, handling 
ij mike work, has clever spiel with 
gags that make radio quarter hour 
entertaining. A relief from usual 
sing-songey commercial merchan- 
dizing over air. 


GERMAN-AMERICAN AIR 








Auc- | 


Kline. By putting the actual auc- 
g, with bidder’s voices, on | 


| BALLY FOR BIG FIGHT) 


Lucky Strike will forego its cus- | 


|tomary program tonight (21) to 
|sponsor the Sharkey-Schmeling 
fisticuffs over both the WEAF and 
| WJZ networks. Ciggie account is 
paying both the line charges for the 
| fight broadcast and the NBC for 
| permission to use its name with the 
fight. 

| In addition, the fight will go out 
on short wave to foreign countries 


from KDKA, Pittsburgh, in English | 


and from WGY, Schenectady, in 
German. Harry Sperber,’ sports 
editor of a New York German daily, 





nouncements, Charles Francis Coe 
and Graham McNamee will be at 
| the ringside for the fight announce- 
ments. 





broadcast in this country. 
Jack 


j}announcements. He will 
German male choir with him. 


weekly 
staged as usual, 


RKO Film’s Pre-Release 





First of a series of RKO pictures 
to be exploited on the NBC net- 


about 55 stations Aug. 26. Film is 
‘Phantom of the Crestwood,’ which 
will be placed on the air serially 
for six weeks, 15 minutes per broad- 
cast. Picture is slated to be re- 
leased by RKO Oct. 14, about one | 
week after the ether plugs are com- 
pleted. 

RKO will tie up a cash contest | 
with the radio serial, offering $6,000 | 


mitted to the serial, 


undisclosed b.- the radio series. 


radio on Noy. 24 
Day). 
handling the NBC-RKO tie-up. 

mM. 2. 
NBC-RKO, 
of radio and films to act as an ex- 
ploitation booster for both. Air cast 
for ‘Phantom of Crestwood’ will be 
selected in July. 


(Thanksgiving 





WORLD BACK IN CHI? 

Chicago, June 20. 
Reported that World Broadcast- 
ing will open studios here shortly, 
expecting to get their cut of the 

radio dise biz in the fall pickup. 
World has never had a recording 
studio in town, having been con- 
fined locally strictly to a sales of- 


| that office has been shuttered about 
a year. 

Will give Chicage four radio disc 
cutters, 





RADIO TAX HOLDOUTS 
Brussels, June 11. 
Only 200,534 Belgians out of a to- 
tal population of over 8,000,000 are 
paying the wireless receiving tax. 
It is estimated that more than 
double that number of sets are in 
} use. 





Butter and Hose Back 
Chicago, June 20. 

Return to the air by the fall is 
being planned by two former air 
advertisers, Blue Valley Butter and 
| Phoenix Hosiery. Both concerns 
| are now preparing their shows and 
;}expect to hit the air early in Au- 
| gust for the start of the fall sea- 
a 
i 





Expected that both wil grind out 
26 discs for the starter 


Denny’s orchestra will be 
heard before and after the pugilistic 
have a/| 


If the fight doesn’t last more than 
15 minutes the ciggie’s customary 
dramatizations will be 


Plug on 55 NBC Stations’ 


fice and an audition outfit. And, 


|ment in the early days of commer- | 


| to the merchandiser 
will handle the German fight an- | 


-a Minute Announcements Fading: 
Mostly Favored Now for Medicine 


Chicago, June 20, | ana was sure of an audience as long 
as the musical periods managed: to 
|eome under the heading of entere 
tainment. 

Chain Opposish 





Fast on the wane among radio’s 
source of income is the minute an- 
nouncement, station representatives 


here agree. Past six months, they Spread of chain broadcasting and 
say, has seen a tremendous falling | the 15-minute and half-hour pro- 
off of customers for this type Of|eram idea jostled the abbreviated 
ether advertisement, with the chill] piyrbhs out of their choice niches on 
on the way to becoming unanimous | the schedules and relegated them 
in the field of national advertising. | to jrregular and off-hour segments 
Exception to the latter trend is the of the clock for release. Networks 
distributor of medicinal concoctions, | have a stringent rule in effect ban- 
who continues to find that his brief | ning the shooting of spot announce- 
blurb frequently enough repeated | ments between chain programs, 
by word of mouth gets him a direct 


; while the major stations all over 
mail return far excelling black and | the country refuse to broadcast the 
white. 


: : ; classified plug during the early and 
Few of the big minute announce- 


more desirable evening’ stretch, 
ment users of the past year or two when the listener average is at its 
are still on the air. Even the king- peak 


pin of them all, Bulova watch, has 
shaved its udget down to a fourth 





Advertiser, aver the station reps, 


‘ mt : has come to realize that the 15- 
of what it was disbursing a year) minute program in which specially 


ago. At its height as a radiO| ,qantead entertainment figures is 

spender tha watchmaker was Ry a cheaper in the long run, as far as 
¥ , ares rer $3 0 | : . : 

ured to have spread over $300,000/ axing an impression of the prods 

a year for time signal popping. 


ot it- Of uct upon the listener is concerned, 
Compared to the classified ad Of |/mectg from the inquiry pulling 


2-wsprint j g ounce- | ° 
newsprint, the minute announce langle, they say, has borne out this 


contention. 
Arbitrary rates for minute an-« 


cial broadcasting appealed strongly 
who had little 


| nouncements, declare the time 
money to spend and was only in- placers, has also done a lot to 
| terested in the number of hearings diminish their prevalence. Many 


Lucky Strike will be credited with 
sponsoring the fight for the inter- | 
national broadcasts as well as the 


| he could get for his limited invest- 
ment. It was the era when a sta- 
tion could jam the interludes be- 
tween phonograph recordings with | 
an assortment of advertisements 


Upstate Brokers Sue 
On Television Stock 


Glens Falls, N. Y., June 20. 


Sale of stock in television com- 
|panies, carried forward on a wide 
scale in New York State the past Program 

year, has brought forth a suit for . 

$50,000 damages by Gordon Moyni- Lucky Strike Dance Hour 
han and John L. Nolan, Glens Falls S 

brokers, against John W. Seaton 


stations are now charging, for exe 
ample, $25 for a 60-second shot 
when the outlet’s rate scales a quare 
ter hour at $40. 





JACK DENNY 


AND ORCHESTRA 


Waldorf Asteria Hotel 
Victor Records 
Gem Safety Razor 











Management M. C. A. 





|Albany, the Television Corp. of 


work will go out over WEAF and | America, Oliver C. Harriman, New — 


York financier; the Harriman Corp., 
j}and Anthony H. Bosdari. 
Action was revealed when the} 





in prizes to the best endings sub- | dari, 


induced to sell their clients’ worth- Musical 
less stock in the television corpora- Director 
tion, on the basis of false repre- iin 
| sentations made to them by Bos- and Brunswick 
and that in many cases they Records 
Film is a mys-|have been forced to reimburse the ae — 


tery and the ending will be left! purchasers. 


Names of the contest winners will | was restrained from selling securi- 
be announced through the press and | ties pending an investigation by the 


Leon Bamberger of RKO is | 
|have falsely told the plaintiffs the 
Aylesworth, president of | television 
has advocated the use | 





——— 


i 


and Herman Weingart, doing busi- 














plaintiffs sought a Supreme Court 0 Uj re G 
| order for the examination of Harri- 
man before trial, alleging they were 





Hinds’ Honey 
Almond Cream, 
Crisco and 
Goodyear Tire 
Broadcasts 


Management MILLS-ROCKWELL, INC. 


John W. Seaton & Co. recently 





attorney general's office. 
dari, called ‘Count,’ 


De Bos- 
is alleged to 











eel 


MILL § BrorHers 
4BOYS AND —<E 


A GUITAR~ 





company had acquired, 
through the Harriman corporation, 
a one-third interest in the Baird 
Television Co. of England, with ex- 
clusive American rights to use of 
patents and apparatus; that it had 
obtained control of Sanabria Tele- 
vision Corp., and an interest in 
Jenkins Tele. Corp., and that a 
group of internationally known 
business men were on the board of 
directors. 







BROADCASTING 
SYSTEM 


Personal Representative 
Thomas G. Rockwell 
Milis-Rockwell, inc. 

799 Seventh Ave. 

NEW YORK 

9:15 P.M., Tuesday, Thursday 









WBBM Goes Doggy 
Chicago, June 20. 


Balanced Pet Foods company ; , ; 
rides to the air on July 9 for a 13- = 














| week stretch over WBBM, the local ‘ Twe NATIONS ETA Tso". wih 4 


CBS outlet. 
Program will be known as ‘Fa-| 
mous Dogs of History,’ and will be | 


handled by Don Lang, who has es-! hy E G E R 
tablished himself in the local ether 
for his dog and animal yarns. mk 








a ———— 


WED. JAT. 10.70 10:15 £5.17 
Management 
INC. 


MILLS-ROCKWELL, 
799 Seventh Ave., New York 
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REPUBLICAN CONVENTION 
Prohibition Debate 
Chicago Stadium 
WEAF, WJZ, WABC, New York 
NBC gave six hours and 43 min- 
utes to the G.O.P. through Wednes- 
day (15) and four hours and 25 min- 
utes the day before. A total of 11 
hours. Columbia almost as much. 
Professional radio commentators 
and reporters were interesting 


enough in their intermittent sum- 
maries, but the convention itself 
when on the air was like the mo- 


notonous drone of an electric 
motor 

Nearest approach to excitement 
was naturally the debate on repeal 
occurring after the minority report 
was read about 10:30 New York 
time, and continuing for two hours. 
During this period James R. Gar- 
field, of Ohio, was constantly inter- 
rupted when he insisted on pulling 
a line about ‘the younger generation 
knows nothing— That was a roar. 
When silence was restored each 
time Garfield would say, ‘I repeat, 
the younger generation knows noth- 
inge—’ and he would be roared down. 

Garfield’s psychology was evident- 
ly bad, as were his peevish remarks 
at the galleries. He struck and held 
an attitude of superiority and right- 
eousness that annoyed listeners over 
the air as much as those in the Chi- 
cago Stadium. What he was trying 
to say was that the younger genera- 
tion was ignorant of conditions dur- 
ing the saloon era. 

As to those demonstrations which 
Garfield and Chairman Bertrand 
Snell habitually referred to as com- 
ing from the galleries there was 
some doubt as to the truthfulness 
of the geography. H. V. Kalten- 
born, among other reporters, sug- 
gested that the tumult was among 
the delegates as much as among 
the natives. Garfield cracked about 
Chicago being a wet city and ob- 
viously unfair was one of the re- 
marks that drew booing. On the 


-radio Iowa, Kansas and other dry 


states unquestionably got the im- 
pression that the delegates were all 
polite and the galleries filled with 
Chicago hoodlums. That may have 
been smart politics. 

Nicholas Murray Butler was the 
hHest speaker for the wets, but that 
is scant praise for they were as con- 
fused in their arguments as were 
the drys. It was a duel in which 
the adversaries almost never 
crossed swords, but simply stood 
apart, each in turn, and made empty 
mractice thrusts. 

NBC had William Hard, David 
Lawrence, Floyd Gibbons and Ed- 
ward Thorgeson. It was slim pick- 
ings for the boys with so many 
speakers and so little actually hap- 
pening. Columbia sent Ted Husing. 
Mrs, Yost, a Republican committee- 
woman, was scheduled to give some 
feminine chatter about the lady 
delegates, 

It was all pretty dull stuff while 
waiting the big excitement for a 
later hour: Obviously everyone is 
waiting for the Democrats to stir 
things up. Land, 


TWO PROFESSORS 

With Frank Bull, Harry Geise 
Songs and Chatter 
COMMERCIAL 

KMTR, Hollywood 


Created a year ago, program is on 
daily at one o’clock afternoons for 
30 minvtes dcpendi-g mcustly for its 
fodder on parodics of popular 
songs, submitted by listeners-in. 

At the beginning the professors, 
Frank Bull, station manager, and 
Harry Geise, announcer at the sta- 
tion, asked for parodies but after a 
few weeks there was no need for 
the invitations. They came. in 
droves, which perhaps explains a 
certain popularity for the bill among 
amateur lyricists hoping to hear 
their own stuff, 

With more than enough home 
brewed lyrics to go around the team 
recently was spotted on an extra 
half hour Monday nights under the 
billing ‘Bull and Geise.’ Same type 
of program. 

Geise at the piano can take care 
of the ivories plenty. Dialog is of 
the ultra nonsensical pattern and 
the parodies are awful enough to 
be funny. 





JACK MULHALL and FRANCES 
WHITE 


Talk & Songs 
Sustaining 
WGY, Schenectady 


Long-time movie star and veteran 
singing-comedienne on evening 
broadcast from an Albany vaude 
house. Muthall’s seven-minute talk 
was one of most interesting heard 
here. He gave it a local touch by 
references to his boyhood in Capitol 
District, and by a tribute to the late 
Ward Crane, a native of city. 

Mulhall's film background—20 
years of uninterrupted service—was 
in evidence, particularly when he 
spoke of oldtime stars. Had a story 
to tell that would eclipse, in interest 
to screen fans, any related by other 
and newer picture recruits heard on 
this series. Too bad he was not 
given more time to spin it; had ma- 
terial, and chatty, easy 
make tale engrossing. 

Miss White, cool and confiéent, 
stressed many starring engagements 
in show business. Then warbied 
‘Hand in Hand,’ by Billy Joyce, 
piano accompanist. Still an oke 
singer of pops. Good radio tech- 
nique, Jaco, 


WALTER O’KEEFE-WALTER 
WINCHELL, with Anson Weeks 
and Joe Moss Orchestras 

COMMERCIAL 

WEAF, New York 
Winchell is back on Lucky Strike 

but doing much lighter chores with 

Walter O’Keefe, nite club m.c., pi- 

loting entire hour. O'Keefe con- 

ducts the ‘magie carpet’ proceed- 
ings much along the same lines as 

Winchell did originally, reminding 

not a little of the newspaperman’s 

style in delivery. 


Winchel, for his chore, does the 
usual chatter stuff, most of it 
Thursday night appearing in his 


Friday morning’s ‘Mirror’ column. 
He also paid a few comps to Louis 
Sobel, who succeeded him when he 
took ill, and at the same time kid- 
dingly dismissed the sundry causes 
for his physical incapacitation. 

Joe Moss, a now veteran L. S. or- 
chestra purveyor, ranking with 
George Olsen as the most prolifical- 
ly broadcasted band on that hour, 
split billing with Anson Weeks 
from the Hotel Mark Hopkins, San 
Francisco. Latter came through in 
nice style despite the eastern 
eloudburst at that hour. Both 
Weeks and Moss dish up a nice 
brand of dansapation, with Weeks 
also doing right well by the inci- 
dental spiels. 

O'Keefe is the regular m.c. for 
all of L. S.’s three weekly periods, 
with the dramalets on Tuesday, the 
Winchell-bands on Thursday, and 
Bert Lahr as the Saturday nite 
feature. It’s a new sequence, with 
the Thursday period so far topping 
the mellerettes. 

But those advertising announce- 
ments! They’re still batting one- 
half of 1% in effectiveness for all 
the Lord & Thomas & Logan peo- 
ple may think otherwise. Ad agen- 
cy has the idea that so long as they 
comment on a slogan, regardless of 
its quality, that’s all that matters, 
and also may point to the steady 
sales to refute all captious criticism 
on that point. 

Perhaps, however, they lose sight 
of the fact that the entertaining 
quality of the programs offsets the 
ballyhoo inanities as a liability. 

Abel. 





BOBBY SANFORD’S SHOWBOAT 
Music, Songs 
Sustaining 
WMCA, New York 
Appears to be of a sustaining 
nature, but there is a likelihood the 
time is paid for. Broadcast is from 
the Hudson River Day line steamer 
Robert Fulton, which is supposed to 
be staging a show while the 
steamer is sailing up the river. 

Broadcast came over aS a com- 
plete flop, not from an entertain- 
ment standpoint, but because of the 
atmospheric interference. The re- 
mote control pick-up contained 
plenty static, which made the ma- 
jority of the chatter unrecognizable 
and caused the melodies of the 
band to fade and be interrupted by 
a steady rumble. Name of the band 
could not be caught, but Jack 
White, of night club repute, offi- 
ciated as m.c. His gagging with 
the announcer was oke when heard, 
although it held too much mention 
of the boat, the show, the sights, 
etc. 

Where the ‘Bobby Sanford’ bill- 
ing comes in could not be ascer- 
tained. 





ROBERT H. WILSON 
Book Reviews 
Sustaining 

KYW, Chicago 


If this were a chapter on how not 
to sell books over the air, then Rob- 
ert Wilson, literary commentator for 
the Chicago ‘Herald-Examiner,’ 
would be at the top of the page. By 
the time this 15 minutes are over 
and Wilson gets through telling all 
about it, nobody would want to read 
the books mentioned, it seems. 

His chatter is both dry and unin- 
teresting at the same time. It seems 
incredible that any book critic would 
venture out on such uncertain paths. 
Surely someone must have remarked 
on how bad this stuff sounds. Any- 
way, Wilson does get in an extra 
special plug for Eddie Cantor’s new 
book, ‘Your Next President,’ quot- 
ing excerpts, but the gags, the way 
told, would have been better left un- 
said. 

His readings from another tome, 
‘Sheba Visits Solomon,’ was even 
worse. His plodding rhetoric merely 
elicited a yawn. After it’s all over 
the speaker admits his comments 
were trivial, and that's right. 


Span, 





LUTHER PATRICK 
Comedy 

Sustaining 

WBRC, Birmingham 


Patrick can spiel country philos- 
ophy, for he is nothing more than 
a country born guy come to the 
city. Appearing before the mike he 
delivers a pretty fair program of 





style to, 


country opinion on national and 
| local topics of the day. 

Appears weekly and has devel- 
oped a pretty good _ following. 
Humor is a bit dry and misses the 
| point. It passes, however, with his 

way of presenting it. A good voice 

and the natural instinet for rural 
slang gets him by. 

Little more time on preparation 
of script to include some real humor 
| and the program would be o.k 


EDGEWORTH TOBACCO 
‘Corn Cob Pipe Club’ 
depen 4 

COMMERCIAL 

WEAF, New York 


Lacking any authentic information 
as to the composite mentality, so- 
cial strata, or generation, of the 
average pipe-smoker it becomes dif- 
ficult to estimate the probable ef- 
fectiveness of such a program as 
this. Not logically but sentimentally 
it’s easy to picture hillbilly addicts 
as being fondlers of pet chimneys. 
But are all pipe-smokers endorsers 
of hillbilly amusements? 





Batten, Barton, Durstine and Os- 
borne (put that in a headline) is the} 
agency involved in bringing to a 
wider network audience a program, 
from WRVA, Richmond, Va., that 
has been locally popular there for 
years. Considerable showmanship 
is discernible in the handling of the 
program. Especially at the getaway 
last Wednesday (15). Spotlight ad- 
vertisements in the dailies announc- 
ing the initial broadcast dug back 
into the old wood-cut days for some 
of that flambouyant rococco type 
once cherished by P. T. Barnum. 
Program is intended-to strike an old 
fashioned note. It is sub-billed ‘Fun 
at the Crossroads,’ and its purpose 
is to achieve informality. 


Starting not with words, music, 
or station announcer, but with a 
moment or two of barnyard noises 
it hops into the cosmos as suffici- 
ently unique to arouse curiosity and 
an advance giggle of appreciation. 
That, in itself, is a lot. Showmanly 
instinct is again apparent when the 
sole commercial plug is spliced into 
a number, zithers going mute for a 
minute and _ fortissimo crescendo 
pronto as soon as the sales message 
is finished. Might even be better if 
the music played ever so faintly in 
the background, but it’s probably 
expecting a lot of an advertiser to 
give up everything. Edgworth’s 
self-control is sufficiently commend- 
able as is. 

In seeking the informal aspect 
several interruptions are employed, 
and it may be’voted an acceptable 
device for bringing in the human 
interest angle. Couple of a. k.’s 
continually quarreling are obviously 
used for recurring smiles from week 
to week. Radio audiences are fre- 
quently fascinated by such petty 
quibblers. 

Watermelon and Cantalope form a 
duo of lazy Negroes who crossfire 
for some laughs. Their best was 
a definition of love as ‘a man’s in- 
sane desire to become a woman's 
meal ticket.’ That killed ’em on the 
Gus Sun circuit in 1915. One of 
those gags most people have for- 
gotten and the youngsters never 
heard. 

Zitherists, harmonica virtuosos, 
industrious banjoists, singers, and 
Little Margie, a character that mys- 
tifies rather than amuses on first 
meeting, composed the program of 
30 minutes. Some of it was good. 
Some of it was doubtful. Tendency 
of encoring is not wise. For ex- 
ample, to follow one Negro spiritual 
with another is over-émphasis. 
Ditto for the zither. 

No names are mentioned except 
a few of the local tags. That's 
okay, too. It’s semi-amateur ,or 
semi-pro. Ringmaster is a mollas- 
ses- voiced suth'ner, fairly ingratiat- 
ing. Suggestive of the Cumber- 
land Ridge Runners of WLS, Chi- 
cago, this program lacks some of 
the more robust humor, speed and 
gusto of the western hillbillies. 
That is possibly intentional with a 
sentimental trend fitting with the 
legends of pipe-smokers. Ridge 
Runners suggest white mule more 
than tobacco. Land, 


GOODYEAR REVUE 
With Grace Hayes, The Revellers 
Music, Singing, Talk 
COMMERCIAL 

WEAF, New York 


Vastly altered, if not entirely new, 
this program is a lengthy stride 
forward from the former periods 
sponsored by Goodyear, and pretty 
generally panned. Whole affair 
seems more graceful, expert, and 
entertaining. Former tendency to 
dwell overlong on the virtues of 
Goodyear tires has been partially 
corrected. Or at least the curse hag 
been taken off the advertising by 
dramatizing the sales message. 

During the broadcast last Wednes- 
day (15) the continuity writer 
slipped in a little propaganda for 
radio as an institution. Comment- 
ing on what a lot of pleasure she 
gets from radio, one of the Robinson 
family adds that the American sys- 
tem is much better than the Euro- 
pean idea of radio as a governmental 
monopoly sans advertising or-spon- 
sorship. This is an interesting com- 
mentary on radio’s growing self- 
consciousness toward the anti-ad- 
vertising sentiment. 

Robinson family is the mythical 
group motoring to California. Each 
week some adventure along the road 
is dramatized to dovetail with the 
Goodyear message that ‘tires are 
cheaper than human lives’ and also 
‘brakes stop the wheels, tires stop 
the car. This sugar-coated mer- 
chandizing pill goes down easily and 
illustrates how the more glaring im- 
positions can be obviated in radio. 

Miss Hayes and the Revellers are 
both experienced dispensers of har- 
mony and strengthen the orchestral 
interludes, Goodyear is getting 
closer to popular fancy in this 





| contribution to 





newest version of its program of 
— trials and conspicuous errors. 


Land 


EVENIN’ NEIGHBOR 


With Carlton Brickert, Edith Davis,| So 


Loretta Poynton, Eve Kohli and 
Arthur Jacobson 

Serial Skit 

Sustaini 


n 
WMAQ, 


NBC went heavy on the advance 
plug for this one, giving special tom- 
tom attention to the author, Mary 
Synon, a story mag name of medium 
rating. #irst few episodes failed to 
uncover anything exciting or prom- 
ising. Chances of its running up a 
fever among listeners impress as 
hopeless, particularly on such nights 
as Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday 
when it has the Lucky Strikes com- 
peting against it on the sister link. 
Synon serial, obviously her initial 
the ether, is on a 
four evenings a week schedule, with 
Wednesday offering the remaining 
niche. 

Script so far shapes up as an inept 
piece of dialogue and situation con- 
fecting, while the casting of the 
characters and the staging of the 
thing as a whole could not have been 
more clumsily carried out, Stand- 
out bad fit of the troupe is Carlton 
Brickert ,a vet of the stage and al- 
ways associated with suave, silky 
roles, here doing the part of a tank- 
town weekly newspaper editor. That 
neatly clipped and rounded Brickert 
enunciation won't fool anybody out- 
side of perhaps the director of this 
affair. 

Story deals with the trials and 
philosophy of this Greeley of the 
cornbelt, who seems to be struggling 
to place his communal ideals above 
material temptations. Mixed up with 
this motif is a conflict between 
father and son, the latter intent 
upon breaking away from the old 
man’s paper and getting a job ona 
bigtown sheet. Even the home life 
of the editor's family fails to create 
any semblance of recognizable at- 
mosphere or sympathy with its 
characters. 


Lines are replete with such vapid 
cliches as ‘he’s a two-fisted man,’ 
‘ah! there was a woman,’ ‘well, the 
world does move,’ and ‘no matter 
what happens at that convention in 
Chicago the world will go on just 
the same.’ Situations unfolded are 
equally as pointed and original. 

Odec. 


KODAK HOUR 
With Raymond Paige, Bachelor 4, 
Ruth Holloway 
Orchestra and Vocal 
COMMERCIAL 
KHJ, Los Angeles 


This is one of the CBS eastern 
programs, duplicated on the coast 
on account of daylight’ § saving. 
Parent program by Nat Shilkret’s 
orchestra if wired here would hit 
the territory between four and five 
in the afternoon, an impossible hour 
for this type of musical fodder, 


Spotted Friday nights for a half 
hour from 9:30, attempt is made to 
duplicate the eastern bill as near 
as possible. There are few varia- 
tions in either the vocal or orches- 
tral selections, 


Particularly effective because of 
the hour, hitting the air for the 
benefit of the lovers of the better 
class stuff before the jazz night 
club stuff gets going. 

Another phase which prompted 
the two-way program is the popu- 
larity hereabouts of Raymond Paige 
and his orchestra, which is consid- 
ered topping in its class in the 
west. Bachelor’s quartet and Ruth 
Holloway, soprano, also favs, take 
care of the vocal end. 

Western half goes as far east as 
Salt Lake City. 





ADVENTURES OF ITO 
Comedy Serial 
Sustaining 

KECA, Los Angeles 


Japanese houseboy affair that has 
brought threats of litigation from 
KNX, whose officials claim the act 
plagiarizes the Honorable Archie 
and Frank Watanabie turn from 
that station. Latter is a big fa- 
vorite on the coast. 

To a listener-in all Japanese dia- 
lecticians sound alike, but in en- 
tertainment value it is questionable 
whether this program can hope for 
the popularity already built up by 
its forerunner. 

Whatever comedy value there is 
in this turn is in the pigeon Eng- 
lish stuff rather than situations. If 
anyone should be concerned over 
the plagiarism angle it would seem 
that Will Irwin who created ‘Ad- 
ventures of a Japanese Schoolboy’ 
should be paged. 


JERRY BAKER 
with Rhythm Girls 

Songs, Piano 

Sustaining 

WMCA, New York 





Jerry Baker was until recently 
vocalist with George Olsén’s or- 
chestra. He has a strong tenor 
voice of quite some range, but 
lacks individuality. 

Baker's phrasing is at times 
reminiscent of the bubbling bari- 
tone style. On Friday’s (17) 15- 
minute period Baker did four or 


five numbers, all of a different type. | 
His delivery and style are likeable, | 
but lack sock. gs eee 
Rhythm Girls are two pianists, 
3ertha Walker and Martha Hardy. 
They take one interlude for duo | 
ivory tickling, which gives Baker 
a chance to rest, i 


RHYTHM BOYS 
ngs 

Sustaining 
WEAF 


This is one of those things that 
probably can't be helped, but to bury 
this trio at 11 a. m. is the same ag 
making Sarazen tee off at 8.30. Fig- 
uratively sitting up in bed and 
gurgling four or five numbers pbe- 
tween their ham and eggs at such 
an hour this Whiteman group un- 
ravelled 15 minutes of wow-wows 
and bub-bubs which are strictly 
commercial. But at 11 in the morn- 
ing it’s going to remain a secret un- 
less those with whom it counts 
should happen to bump into it aeci- 
dentally. 

It's all part of a scheme to spread 
the Paul Whiteman specialists over 
the daily schedule as sustaining pe- 
riods, underlying desire being that 
they establish themselves individu. 
ally and that they attract commer.- 
cial attention. According to the 
merit in this Saturday morning in- 
terlude it shouldn’t be long before 
the Rhythm threesome connect on 
their own. Surprising that the 
boys should take so much care at 
such an hour when the beds are be- 
ing made to radio accompaniment 
but while the head of the house is 
probably tearing through that Satur- 
day pre-noon mail with that after. 
noon 18 holes in mind. 


Trio need no comment as to their 
craftmanship. That they are spe- 
cializing with Whiteman is sufficient 
endorsement of their capabilities. 
Icnough to say that they’re following 
the trail blazed by the Crosby-Bar- 


ris combination unto guitar, piano 
and cymbal accompaniment. It's 
lively and it’s good even at 11 a. m, 


The intricate orchestrations have 
that faculty of giving familiar tunes 
a twist and a knack of building 
these pop songs into what amount to 
etherized production numbers, That's 
not easy to do and calls for con- 
siderable ingenuity, study and re- 
hearsal, Head work is evidenced 
throughout the continuity, the sing- 
ers mixing up the tempo, slipping 
in a hot piano duet and even musi- 
cally kidding a number a bit via a 
tin whistle, 

According to the way this program 
came through the boys won't be 
much or any better at from 7 to 10 
p. m. They won't have to be. This 
is next to closing material for any 
popular melody program and as 
such signifies a strong following 
among the young bunch if the boys 
and girls ever get a chance to hear 
the trio by themselves for a quarter 
of an hour. Sid. 


MOBILOIL 

With Nat Shilkret, Gladys Rice, Men 
About Town Trio, Musicale 

COMMERCIAL 

WEAF, New York 


Start of the so-called ‘summer 
series’ packs a lot of breeze. ‘Men 
About Town,’ a male threesome, is 
added and Douglas Stanbury, pres- 
ent when program was last re- 
viewed ,is absent. Shilkret and Rice 
remain. 

Mobiloil’s committee on _ public 
pleasure is plainly aware of the 
modern love of pep. Tempo through- 
out is brisk and punchy with the 
commercial plea laconic and simple. 
Shilkret’s music is consistently 
fanciful with ogd, bizarre counter- 
strains running in and out of the 
orchestrations. 

‘Easy listening,” brags the ane 
nouncer at regular intervals, stress- 
ing the program's veracious slogan. 
Borrowing a line from Ziegfeld and 
from Paramount's recent ‘Forgotten 
Commandments’ it is said of the 


—_- 


trio, Men About Town, that they 
‘glorify’ certain numbers, A show- 
manly program, Land, 





ARTELLS DICKSON 
Songs 

Sustainin 

WBBM, Chicago 

Another early morning warbler, 
taking 15 minutes of the CBS time 
thrice weekly to lighten the ears of 
the house fraus. 

That about tells the story, for 
there’s nothing immediately excit- 
ing about the Dickson tonsils over 
the mike. About the best thing that 
can be said about Dickson is that 
he really sings, rather than 
whispers. 

He vocalizes pleasantly enough, 
running for the not-so-popular and 
operetta melodies. He particular 
goes for the lustier tunes to show 
off that low voice. 

Dickson grows on the ears some- 
what, the listener liking him better 
after two or three programs. And 
that’s Dickson’s main hope: that the 
ladies of the morning hours become 


used to him. Gold. 
HOLLYWOOD GOSSIP 
With Julianne Johnston, Irene 


Edwards ' 
COMMERCIAL ; ‘ 
KFI, Los Angeles nial 
One of the many picture chatter 
columns of the air emanating from 
here that follows in the wake of 
Winchell. Gossip dishers are Ju- 
lianne Johnston, former film player, 
and Irene Edwards, former wife of 
Cliff Edwards, who aim for a nov- 
elty angle bv supposedly talking it 
over while sipping tea in a Holly- 
wood cafe. Only benefit of the tea- 
time angle is the excuse to interes 
sperse with numbers from the ‘hos 
tel’s entertainers’—on tie night 
caught, ‘Roamers Male Quartet,’ 
(Continued on page 53) 














-- 
~~ 








In 
of 
etep 
side 
one- 
the 
and 
tern 
jon | 

Eu 
us ¢ 
jnstt 
‘Par 
cia,’ 
foxt 


the 
has 
com 
does 


fron 
Ame 
Olse 
Thu 
by J 
the 

Que 
to 
foxt 


Jent 
‘Kis 
We’ 
nad 
Tha 
Vill 
Mel: 
ing]. 


Nor 
ee 
is tl 
disk 
nur 
is tl 
tails 
chat 
Joh} 
ches 
that 
the 
*The 
Hay 
etc 


parl 
reco 
one. 
hou: 
and 


his 
tra. 
Jun 


Go. 
hea) 
sist 
Den 
ac 
We: 
hav 
the; 


well 
kno 


i’ 8 ge 





>> a 


Ni 











hat 
ury 

as 
‘ig- 
ind 
be- 
ich 
m- 
ws 
‘tly 
rn- 
un- 
nts 


ead 
ver 
pe- 
hat 
du- 
ere 
the 
in- 
ore 
on 
the 

at 
be- 
ent 
, IZ 
ur- 
ere 


1eir 
pe- 
ent 
ies, 
‘ing 
ar 
ano 
It’s 
,m 
ave 
ines 
ling 
tto 
at's 
‘on- 
re- 
ced 
ing- 
ving 
usi- 
ia a 


ram 

be 
o 10 
This 
any 

as 
ving 
boys 
hear 
rter 


mer 
Men 
e, is 
yres- 

re- 
Rice 


ublie 

the 
ugh- 

the 
nple. 
ently 
iter- 
the 


ane 
resse 
gan, 
and 
otten 
the 
they 
how= 
vd. 


‘bler, 
time 
rs of 


for 
xcit- 
over 
that 
that 
than 


pugh, 

- and 
cular 
show 


ome- 
etter 

And 
t the 
come 


ld, 


irene 


atter 
from 
ce of 
» Jue 
layer, 
ife of 
nov- 
ng it 
folly- 
. teae- 
intere 
“noe 


night 


»t’ 
\e 


ate 























Tuesday, June ‘21 \ 1932 
= 


MHSIC_NEITE CLUBS—RABDIO 


VARIETY 59 








Disc Reviews 


By Abel Green 





New Mayfair Orc 
Imported Victor 24004 recordings | 
of ‘Lights of Paris,’ a 6/8 one- 
gtep by Tolchard Evans, and ‘Be- 
gide a Dutch Canal,’ a fox-trot. The 
one-step is by far the sprig htli er of 
the twain, in the ‘Valencia’ tempo, 


and with an excellent chance for in- | 


ternational popularity. The 
jon piece is not so good, 
Europeans seem to have 


compan- 


it all over 


us on the 6/8 and kindred type of | 


jnstrument: il numbers, as witness 
*Paree! (‘Ca C’est Paris’), ‘Valen- | 
cia,’ et al., but when it comes to 


foxtrotology, with the e 


a ‘When Day Is Done’ (and 


the American style of orchestration | 


has lots to do with it), 
compare. The Mayfair 
does well with the first, 


they can’t 
orchestra 
particularly. 


Ambrose- Olsen 


Another novelty foxtrot couplet | 
from England, with one done in the | 


American manner by the George | 
Olsenites. It’s Leslie Sarony’s ‘Tom | 
Thumb’s Drum,’ while the reverse, 


by Ambrose and his orchestra from 
the May Fair hotel, London, is 
Queen Is in the Parlour,’ a sequel 
to ‘The King’s Horses.’ Sprightly 
foxtrots, both. Victor 24002, 


Ruth: Etting 
Two Columbia gems in the excel- 


Jent Etting vocalization manner. 
‘Kiss Me Goodnight’ and ‘When 


We're Alone’ (The Penthouse Sere- 
nade) and ‘That's Something to Be 
Thankful For’ and ‘Voice in the Old 
Village Choir’ are the couplets. 
Melodiously charming and charm- 
ingly delivered. 
Norman Brokenshire-Johnny Marvin 
‘Dr. Brokenshire and Dr. Marvin’ 
is the title of this novelty Columbia 
disk, which medleys a flock of old 
numbers. Brokenshire, whose rep 


is that of a radio announcer, dove- | 


tails them together with a thread of 
chatier. As musical medicos, Dr. 
Johnny Marvin, with his uke, to or- 
chestral accompaniment, advises 
that ‘Bend Down Sister’ should be 
the theme for rotund women: that 
‘They’re Wearing Them Higher in 
Hawaii’ is a cure for amitious a.k’s, 
etc, 

Not especially brilliant, but oke 
parlor vaude and suggests that the 
record would make a satisfactory 
one-to-fill on an unimportant radio 
hour, either in person by ‘Broke’ 
and Marvin, or rigne off the disk, 

Jack Denny- “Warne King 

A filock of Jack Denny music with 
his Hotel Waldorf-Astoria orches- 
tra. In ‘Lazy Day’ and ‘Sharing,’ 
June Pursell does the vocalizations. 

A smooth waltz, ‘Why Can't This 
Go On Forever?’ and ‘Hello, Sweet- 
heart, Hello,’ has Frank Luther as- 
sisting vocally. On Victor 24018 
Denny splits with Wayne King on 
a Carrie Jacobs-Bond waltz couplet, 
‘I Love You Truly’ and ‘Just a- 
Wearyin’ for You.’ Victor should 
have slipped in vocal choruses with 
these classics. 





Lew Conrad 
New Victor artist. Conrad is a 
well-known socety maestro who also 
knows his vocal choruses. He calls 











xceptions of | 


there 


‘The | 





JAMES 
MELTON 


“The Golden Voice of the Air” 


RKO PALACE, NEW YORK 
Week of June 25 





Johnny Green, Accompanying 
Management: NBC Artists Service 








, 








HAL BECKETT 


ORGANIST 


Fox, Brooklyn, New York 
INDEFINITELY 











hs men the Musketeers. They 
liver nicely on their initial 
| with ‘I Love to See the Evening 
| Sun Go Down’ and ‘Fools in Love,’ 
the latter by a brother band leader, 
Charlie Agnew. 


Donald Novis 


Another 


new Victor artist, just 
brought east by NBC for a big ra- 
dio buildup. Novis is already fa- | 


mous on the Coast, 
to attention from the 

Grove. He has also done 
| able picture vocalizations. 
Novis’ tenor is tiptop 
It has a sympathetic 
| that'll carry him far. 
him a $5,000 
| the start of 


where he 
consider- 


for the 
| mike. 
It won 


his career, and 


| NBC grooming Novis ought to click | 
big. His debut Victor disks are ‘By 
the Fireside’ and ‘Goodnight, My 


Love,’ although he has recorded pro- 
lifically before with Gus Arnheim’s 
orchestra, 


Enric Madreguera 
Still billed with his Hotel 
more orchestra, the former 
purveyor at this’ hostelry 


Bilt- 


smooth brand 
‘Lovable’ and 
Cup of Coffee,’ 
‘Face the Music.’ 
Madreguera’s 


of foxtrotology in 
‘Let’s Have Another 


disk fame in the 
type of numbers, which, with the | 
present rumba vogue, could prob- 
ably be FCINNUSS te to advantage. 





Radio ) Reports 


(Continued from page 58) 


|and by far the the 
program. 


Very 


best part of 


little news value in the 
in the doings of the picture colony 
as the stuff peddled is four or five 
days old and patently culled from 
the newspaper film columns and the 
trade papers. 

Despite watchfulness of the Hays | 
office and other agencies to curb| 
the lowdown angle of the recent 
crop of air chatterers, there were 
several attempts to get a little 
rough, if not direct at least by 
innuendo. 

Max Factor, sponsoring this, 
should get more out of the program 
than is offered by this retailing of 
stale news. 


—- 


POLLY RENSSELAER 
Household Talks 
COMMERCIAL 

WGY, Schenectady 

Polly Rensselaer (radio name) is 
a recent addition to list of femme 
style-food-household experts heard 
during morning hours. On twice 
weekly for 15 minutes, a group Troy 
stores sponsoring program. 

Miss Rensselaer speaks in a low- 
pitched, clear-cut, pleasant tone of 
voice. She is less insistent, though 
as direct in plugging sponsors and 
their products, than some of the 
women caught on similar broad- 
casts. 

Her scripts are well prepared. 

Jaco. 





SOREY’S GAUCHOS 
With Tito Guizar 

30 Mins. 

Sustaining 

WABC, New York 


One of the most pleasant light 
musical interludes on the air fea- 
turing Vincent Sorey’s Gauchos and 
Tito Guizar as tenor soloist. 

From the title, the program is ob- 
viously bullish on paso dobles and 
maxixes, with the singer also essay- 
ing rumba and Cuban airs. 

Guizar has a nice style all his 
own and should be about set for a 
little personal appearing. Same 
goes for the Gauchos, although Vin- 
cent Sorey, a prolific CBS maestro, 
is probably too tied up around the 
studio, Abel. 





Ueberall Not Connected 


Ben Ueberall says he is not now 
in any way connected with Holly- 
wood Gardens, Busy with Pelham 
Heath Inn. 











MILDRED BAILEY 





BILTMORE HOTEL “THE WJZ—PONTIAC 
NEW YORK PRINCESS OF WAILS” FRI.—10 P. M. 
NOW ane COAST TO COAST 


PAUL WHITEMAN 








de- | 
entry | 


Came | 
Cocoanut | 


quality | 
for | 
Atwater Kent prize at | 
under | 


dance | 
(now | 
housing Paul Whiteman) delivers a | 


from Irving Berlin's | 


past has been bullish on the Cuban 


weekly program to those interested | 





Cute Racket 





A cute racket devised by a 
press agent employed by a 
New York roadhouse netted 
him $200 for two weeks’ work 
until stopped last week. 

The roadhouse had _ been 
paying pretty fair money for a 
one-night appearance over the | 
week end by names with noth- 
ing else to do. The p. a. 
stepped in and idvised the 
management they were silly to 
much for ‘guest 
when he could deliver 
them gratis at the rate of $100 
a week for himself. 

It ended when the ag 
a singing 


} 





spend so 
stars,’ 


} 


ent for 
single solicited by 
the p. a. found out what the 
p. a. was getting for himself 
and let loose a squawk. 











Benchwarmers 
| Profiting by 
Day-Ofi Rule 





| 
| 


Chicago, June 20. 
Band bookings locally are in a 


| heated shuffle due to the musicians’ 
| union six-day ruling. That order 
is working out as James Petrillo 
| had intended. It is giving employ- 
j}ment to i.any more musicians, and | 
providing the small booking agencies 
| with a chance.to crash into some 
|coin. “It has opened some of the 
| snootiest hotels and dance spots 
to little orchestras which are now 
|getting the breaks by filling in for 


| the one-day layoff of the regular 
bands. 
Most of the regular outfits are 


| laying off on Monday as their one- 
|day skip, since that diem is the 
poorest for biz in this town. Re- 
sult is that Monday finds the local 
lether flooded with music from en- 
tirely nameless bands, giving these 
smallies an opportunity to connect 
with the public. 

Several orchestras, however, are 
not going for this one-day layoff 
weekly, but are grouping the no- 
play days together, and will take a 
week or 10 days off at the close of 
their run in order to make up for 
the one-day-out-of-seven miss. 


Trick African Explorer 
Gets No More Air Time 


Los Angeles, June 20. 

Better Business Bureau has 
warned local radio stations against 
selling time to Horace Ippelthwaite, 
alias Daniel Davenport, who ether- 
ized over KMTR last Sunday night 
in an attempt to get members for 
his African Expedition at $1,000 
each. 

BBB charges Davenport has pulled 
the same gag in Boston and New 
York where he also exhibited a 
phoney African travel picture 
which was made in New Jersey. 

Tip-off on the trick explorer came 
from University of California where 
he tried to make lecture arrange- 
ments. Investigation proved Dav- 
enport had been exposed as a fake 
by the American- Medical Assn. He 
claims to be a graduate of McGill 
University, a member of the Belgian 
Commission to investigate sleeping 
sickness, a former British Army 
officer and the holder of a number 
of degrees including M. D., F. R. G. 
S. Ph. D. and A B_ Investigation 
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Night Club Reviews 





NEW PATIO 


Pittsburgh, June 14. 
Eddie Klein and Fred Sanders are 


| behind this summer roadhouse ven- 


several years operated the Inn that 
still bears his name, at one time the 
town’s class spot. Policy is reason- 
| able and attractive, too, with 
cover charge at any time and a 
minimum check only on 
nights. Then it’s $1.50 a person. 

Success of the New Patio depends 
| chiefly on the turnover, which this 
site can get providing it can stay 
outdoors. Cool or rainy weather 
will necessitate moving indoors, 
thus cutting down capacity almost 
75%. Anyway, it's the only thing of 
| its kind around this section, and if 
it can’t get over, nothing can. 

For another thing, the New Patio 
is offering a classy floor show. Jerry 
Blanchard, a popular nite-club fig- 
ure locally, is acting as mistress of 
ceremonies and also dishing out her 
hot torch songs. This gal has a 
nifty appearance on the floor, knows 
how to use that contralto of hers, 
and she’s a cinch with the Klein- 
Sanders trade. Other acts are Mary 
Lee, excellent acrobatic dancer; 
Lischeron and Adams, one of the 
best of the ball-room dance teams 
to regale the nite-club trade here, 
and the Three Humming Birds, lo- 
cal male radio trio and popular fig- 
ures over KDKA, 

Music is by Lennox Gordon and 
his Club Casino orchestra, a locally- 
recruited crew and oke. Cohen, 


Waldorf-Astoria Roof 


New York, June 15. 

Opening of the roof garden on the 
Waldorf-Astoria drew a gala crowd. 
Jack Denny is at the orchestral 
helm. 

The Waldorf’s roof more than 
fulfilled expectations. Spotted 46 
stories above the sidewalk, it is an 
elaborate place of silver burnished 
fixtures and mirrored walls with 
highly-colored flamingoes. Over the 
center of the roof, right above the 
dance floor, is a lattice framework 
through which the sky appears. 
Steel partitions cover this lattice 
work in rainy weather, with the 
management claiming the partitions 
can be opened or closed in 20 sec- 
onds, 


Spot can accommodate 600, in- 
cluding the tables on the terrace 
which runs all along the north side 
of the building. Couvert is $2 per 
plate. 

Denny’s orchestra, as usual, sup- 
plied ace dansapation. Denny was 
shifted to the roof from the Em- 
pire room of the hotel. The band 
has a definite appeal and following. 
Arrangements are differently spiced 
highly promotive for those 
couples who revel in dance floor 
e..ercises. And it makes easy lis- 
tening. 

With the band as the songbird 
attraction is June Pursell, recently 
removed from the NBC airwaves 
with her program, although she is 
still under contract to the artists’ 
bureau, Miss Pursell has a pleas- 
ing voice and as a singer satisfies, 
but does not typify the debutante 
type which Denny was searching 
for in a songstress. 

A tango unit is spotted on a small 
balcony above and across Denny’s 
band for slow tango and. fast 























proved that Belgian had no sleep- 
ing sickness commission, McGill 
never heard of him, the British War 


all faked. 
In Boston he appeared with his} 





rescued him, 
Slave proved | 


‘who had 
from a savage tribe. 
to be a Harlem elevator operator | 
| who later sued Davenport for "sr 
| back salary. 

Davenport, after his broadcast at | 
| KMTR, was informed he could have | 
no more time. Other stations have | 
| given him the go-by. 





Byers Disc Lab Moves 
Byers Recording Laboratory, 
| radio disc company, move the pened 
part of this week from Woodside, 
Long Island, to their new studios | 
Manhattan. 
Among radio accounts handled by 

'Byers for discs 
Conoca 


| unit 


| Denny’s orchestra, which makes for 
Office denied he had ever been an) 


army officer and the degrees were | 


rhumba instrumentation. This Latin 
fills in the rests between 


continuous music. 

The Waldorf has everything nec- 
|essary for the metropolitan or vis- 
iting night lifers. The informal 


l faithful cannibal slave, ‘Malamba,’ | dress policy should be a help. 


no} 


Saturday | 





CONGRESS HOTEL 


{Balloon Room) 
Chicago, 
lying dormant 


June 15. 


After for some 


iture, something new for Pittsburgh} time the Balloon room in thé Con- 
and an idea that should have no] gress, one of the elite spots in town, 
|trouble clicking providing the boys! has installed Eddie South’s colored 
get the weather. It’s an outdoor] aggregation for the hot and heavy 
gardens with a seating capacity of| music and that’s what they’re get- 
1,500, with enough cabanas stretched(|ting. First time the swanky Michi- 
around the premises to take care of} gan avenue hostelry has relaxed the 
at least 200. color line, but having tried every- 

An eye-filling spot, the sort of| thing else without getting far the 
thing this burg, at any rate, has/| novelty of the idea caught on. 
never seen before. Built alongside} South is Known as the ‘dark angel 
ithe old Sanders Inn, about 10 miles} of the violin,’ and appears to be a 
outside the city limits, it’s an ideal| colored Rubinoff, his trick fiddle 
| warm - we: ather spot and has both} work marking him apart from any 
| policy and patronage in its favor. } other white man in the business. 

Klein and Sanders monopolize| With a small combination of only 
nite-club trade here, the former | five men South blew into town at 
| having been associated in the past the Club Rubiayat, where he stayed 
with the Garden Inn, the Rendez-|for about five months. For the Con- 
vous, the Villa Royale, the Showj)/gress date the band has been aug- 
Boat with Joe Hiller, and more re-}mented to eight and will probably 
cently the Tavern, while Sanders for/add three more soon. 


South’s musical interpretation fs 
a natural one, which could probably 
be enhanced 100% with the right 
kind of arrangements. There’s noth- 
ing this boy can’t do with a score 
and if the boys behind are whipped 
into shape to lend more weight the 
whole combce will be ready for any- 
thing and anywhere. Opening on 
the same night as the Edgewater 
boardwalk this room dragged a good 
percentage of college kids. away 
from the other place, an item of 
encouragement. 

Place is also figuring on the con- 
vention mob in town and for that 
reason has South’s band in for only 
four weeks, but with options. Get- 
ting any kind of a break the colored 
bunch should make an impression 
here. Meanwhile they’re on KYW 
nightly. Strictly local so far with 
NBC understood to be interested. 
Covers of $2 Saturday night and $1 
week nights seem a bit too stiff for 
the localities and even perhaps for 
the political gang. Span, 

Saratoga’s New Club 
Saratoga, June 20. 

Gang of men are working at top 
speed in an effort to have an elab- 
orate new night club on. site ‘of 
‘Riley’s’ Lonely Lake roadhouse, 
ready for use by the opening of 
racing season. Old resort, known 
to Times Squarites coming to the 
Spa for the ponies, burned to ground 
in a mysterious fire last winter. 

A local attorney, acting for un- 
identified principals, recently pur- 
chased the building site from cor- 
poration owning it, for reported 
price of $10,000. 

Work on a lobby and dining hall, 
first unit of what is planned to be 
a huge club house, is now being 
rushed. Later a s lon, with < ca- 
pacity for 300 diners and equipped 
with a sunken dance floor, is to be 
erected. The grounds will be land- 
scaped. 

Place is scheduied to open July 28, 











Bill Scotti returns to the Pierre 
Roof, New York, tonight (Tuesday). 
Follows Joe Moss. 


WELCOME 


LEWIS 


“Five Feet of Melody” 
RKO Proctor’s Theatre, Newark 
Week of Jane 18 
OFFERING 


“Out of the Air”’ 


Direction: LEO FITZGERALD 
and WILLIAM McCAFFREY 
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UNMERRY MAY: 
NEW LOWS HIT 


New York, June 17. 

May was a pretty tough month | 
for the publishers. Sales were at a | 
low level, which could not even be | 
broken by the few choice hits. 

Feist’s ‘Paradise’ and Joe Morris’ 
‘Somebody Loves You’ copped the 
majority of the sales, although both 
began to fall off somewhat toward 
the close of the month. Former 
song leads the blue ribbon six, while 
the latter is right behind it. ‘Loves 


You’ was the leader for the previ- 
ous month, April. 

Berlin’s ‘Lullaby of the Leaves’ 
came up swiftly toward the end of 
the month and earned the No. 3 
berth by a fairly wide margin. Tune 
looks like June’s No. 1. ‘My Mom’ 
(Donaldson, Douglas & rumble) 
earned the No, 4 notch, just nosing 


out Famous ‘One Hour with You,’ 
from Par’s Chevalier picture of that 
title. Shapiro-Bernstein’s ‘Lawd, 
You Made the Night Too Long,’ 


didn’t get started until shortly after 
May was ushered in, but it caught 
a solid hold on the fancy of the 
sheet music buyers, whatever there 
is left of them, and managed to 
climb until it earned the sixth and 
lowest berth fairly. 

Runners-up during the month, 
close behind the ‘Lawd,’ were Con- 
rad’s ‘Keepin’ Out of Mischief Now,’ 


Robbins’ ‘By the Fireside,’ Olman’s 
‘My Extraordinary Gal,’ Feist’s 
‘Tell Me Why You Smile, Mona 


Lisa,’ and Robbins’ ‘Lovable.’ 

Disc sales continued its slow pace. 
*‘Lawd’ leads two lists as the best 
seller, Brunswick’s and _ Victor’s. 
On the Columbia list a long running 
disc, priced at 85c, 10c above the 
usual disc price, leads the list. It 
is a medley of Isham Jones Dance 
Hits coupled with the tune ‘Siz- 
zling.’ 





Chicago Echoes N. Y. 


Chicago, June 1T. 

Business slowed down badly in 
May, the sales both in the sheet 
field and the platters falling off to 
about the all-time monthly low. 
June, however, started out with a 
better tone and the current month 
should see an improvement gener- 
ally. 

Low speed of turnover for May 
was demonstrated by the few 
changes in the best seller setup. 
Every one of the May list remained 
in the royal crowd with the excep- 
tion of ‘Auf Wiedersehen,’ which 
was replaced by ‘Goofus,’ local 
comedy tune that has been around 
for some time. ‘Wiedersehen,’ how- 
ever, would rate as hot seventh in 
the listing, while others exhibiting 
coming strength are ‘Lullaby of the 
Leaves’ and ‘Silent Love.’ 

Dises revealed the same static 
tendencies. Brunswick continued to 
get its biggest sales from the vocals 
of radio favs, while Columbia's col- 
ored orchestra recording delivered 
that firm’s best. 





20c War Stains L. A. Red 


Los Angeles, June 17. 

Little change except a slight turn 
for the worse in the tune trade on 
the coast during May. Favorites 
remained almost unchanged. Price 
of 20c per copy for all pop sheet 
music, except production numbers, 
still in vogue among the larger 
Kress and Music Sales ~ Corp. 
counters, which are only trading 
dollars at that scale. Someone will 
have to crack pretty soon, with the 
overhead setting the ledgers deep 
into the red. 

Dise sales are from hunger, with 
Columbia still trailing the other two 





WITMARK RECALLS ONE 


‘How Can You Say No,’ which 
Witmark some weeks ago com- 
menced publishing as a pop, has 
been spotted for use in Warner's 
‘Blessed Event.’ Use of this song 
in the picture forces Witmark to 
lay off plugging the tune until the 
picture is released which is sched- 
uled to be some time during the 
fall. Joe Burke, Al Dubin and 
Irving Kahal authored the tune. 

‘Blessed Event’ will also feature 
another song composed by Tot Sey- 
mour and Jesse Greer titled ‘Mak- 








in’ Hay in the Moonlight.’ 








David with Davis 
Benjamin David has merged his 
agenting biz with Meyer Davis, 
moving into the new east. side 
Davis penthouse offices in order to 
be near the broadcasting stations. 
David will handle radio bookings 
for Davis besides retaining his in- 
dividual accounts. 








6 Best Sellers in Sheet Music 
Reported by Leading Jobbers 


MAY MUSIC SURVEY — 


THIS TABLE SHOWS THE LEADING SIX SELLERS IN SHEET MUSIC AND PHONOGRAPH RECORDS GATHERED FROM THE REPORTS 
OF SALES MADE DURING MAY BY THE LEADING MUSIC JOBBERS AND DISK DISTRIBUTORS IN THE TERRITORIES 





















































NEW YORK CHICAGO LOS ANGELES 
No. 1—8ONG _ | ‘Paradise’ ‘Paradise’ _ ‘Paradise’ — 
No. 2—SONG ‘Somebody Loves You’ ‘Somebody Loves You’ ‘Auf Wiedersehen’ ae 
No. 3—SONG ‘Lullaby of the Leaves’ ‘My Mom’ ‘One Hour with You’ ae 
No. 4—-SONG ‘My Mom’ ‘By the Fireside’ ‘Too Many Tears’ 
No. 6—SONG ‘One Hour with You’ ‘Goofus’ ‘By a Rippling Stream’ ae 
No. 6—SONG ‘Lawd, You Made the Night Too Long’| ‘One Hour with You’ ‘Kiss Me Good-night’ a. 




















3 Leading Phonograph Companies Report 6 Best Sellers 


Side responsible for the major sales only are reported. 


sales, both sides are mentioned: 


Where it is impossible to determine the side responsible for the 





BRUNSWICK—No. 1 


‘Lawd, You Made the Night Too Long’ 
(Guy Lombardo’s Orch.) 


‘Paradise’ (Guy Lombardo’s Orch.) 


‘Paradise’ (Guy Lombardo’s Orch.) 





BRUNSWICK—No. 


‘My Extraordinary Gal,’ Paradise’ (Guy 
Lombardo's Orch.) 


‘Good-bye Blues’ (Mills Bros.) 


‘] Heard,’ 
Bros.) 


‘How Am 1 Doin’’ (Mills 





BRUNSWICK—No. 


‘Strictly Cullud Affair,’ ‘Aw, You Dawg’ 
(Cab Calloway Orch.) 


‘Lawd, You Made the Night Too Long’ 
(Guy Lombardo’s Orch.) 


‘Stop the Sun, Stop the Moon’ (Bos- 
well S:sters) 





‘Chinatown, My Chinatown,’ ‘Loveless 
Love’ (Mills Bros.) 


‘Devil and the Deep Blue Sea’ (Boswell 
Sisters) 


‘Shine’ (Bing Crosby and Mills Bros.) 





2 
& 
BRUNSWICK—No. 4 
BRUNSWICK—No. 6 


‘Happy-Go-Lucky You,’ 
(Bing Crosby and 
Orch.) 


‘Lazy Day’ 


‘Shine’ (Bing Crosby and Mills Bros.) 
Isham Jones 


‘Paradise’ (Bing Crosby) 





BRUNSWICK—No. 6 


‘My Silent Love’ (Isham Jones Orch.) 


‘Paradise’ (Bing Crosby) 





a 


‘Blue Rhythm’ 








COLUMBIA—No. 1 


‘Medley Isham Jones Hits,’ ‘Sizzling’ 
(Frank Trumbauer Orch.) 


“All of Me’ (Louis Armstrong Orch.) 


‘Somebody Loves You’ 


Crch.) 


(Ted Lewis 





COLUMBIA—No. 2 


‘Old MacDonald Had a Farm,’ ‘Noah’s 
Ark’ (Dan Russo Orch.) 


‘Goofus’ (Dan Russo Orch.) 


‘You Can Depend on Me’ (Louis Arm- 
strong Orch.) 





COLUMBIA—No. 3 


‘What a Life,’ ‘Strangers’ (Art Kassel 
Orch.) 


‘Good- night, 
Orch.) 


My Love’ (Art Kassel 


‘Home,’ ‘All of Me’ (Louis Armstrong 
Orch.) 





COLUMBIA—No. 4 


‘Lovable,’ ‘Let’s Have Another Cup of 
Coffee’ (Enric Madriguera Orch.) 


‘You Can Depend on Me’ (Louis Arm- 
strong Orch.) 


‘Twenty-one Years’ (Kate Smith) 








COLUMBIA—No. 6 


‘Keepin’ Out of Mischief,’ ‘Lawd, You 
Made the 
Armstrong Orch.) 





‘Love, You Funny Thing’ (Louis Arm- 


Night Too Long’ (Louis strong Orch.) 


‘Kicking the Gong Around’ 
Armstrong Orch.) 


(Louis 








COLUMBIA—No. 6 


‘Lawd, You Made the Night Too Long’ 
(Lee Morse) 


‘My Woman’ (Ted Lewis Orch.) 


‘Was That the Human Thing to Do?’ 
(Ben Selvin Orch.) 




















VICTOR—No. 1 ‘Paradise’ (Leo Reisman Orch.) ‘Lullaby of the Leaves’ (George Olsen|‘One Hour with You,’ ‘Music in the 
Orch.) Moonlight’ (Jimmy Greer Orch.) 
VICTOR—No. 2 ‘One Hour with You’ (Jimmy Greer|‘Humming to Myself’ (Johnny Hamp | ‘Bon Voyage’ (Jimmy Greer Orch.) 
Orch.) Orch.) 








VICTOR—No. 3 


‘Voice in the Old Village Choir,’ ‘Lul- 
laby of the Leaves’ (Paul Whiteman 
Orch.) 


‘Night’ (Jack Denny Orch.) | 


‘Say That You're Teasing Me,’ ‘Take 
a Picture of the Moon’ (Baby Rose 
Marie) 





VICTOR—No. 4 


‘Lovable’ (Leo Reisman Orch.) 


‘Hello Gorgeous’ (Buddy Rogers Orch.) 


‘Lovable’ (Leo Reisman Orch.) 





VICTOR—No. 6 


‘My Extraordinary Gal’ (Gene Kardos 
Orch.) 


‘By a Rippling Stream’ (Johnny Hamp 
Orch.) 


‘Paradise’ (Leo Reisman Orch.) 








VICTOR—No. 6 





‘Close Your Eyes,’ ‘Got a Date with an 
Angel’ (Mayfair Orch.) 





‘One Hour with You’ 


(Jimmy Greer 
Orch.) 














‘Blue Rhythm’ (Duke Ellington Orch.) 





Skinny Pryor’s Tale 





(Continued from page 4) 


upon an_ unsuspecting public. 
Through these various laws I 
have been held down, held up, sat 
on, walked on, flattened, squeezed 
and broken until I do not know 
what I am, where I am, or why 
I am. 

These laws compel me to pay a 
merchant's tax, capital tax, in- 
come tax, incorporation tax, real 
estate tax, auto tax, property tax, 
gas tax, light tax, school tax, wa- 
ter tax, cigarette tax, syntax, 
liquor tax and carpet tax. 

In addition to these laws I ami 
requested and required to con- 
tribute to every society and or- 
ganization that the inventive mind 
of man can conceive. Give to the 
Society of St. John the Baptist, 


Woman's Relief, Navy League, 
Children’s Home, Pro-Freeman’s 
Benefit, Golddiggers, Red Cross, 


Black Cross, White Cross, Purple 
Cross, Flaming Cross and the 
Double Cross. 

The government has governed 
my business so that I do not know 
who owns it. I am suspected, ex- 


pected, inspected, disrespected, 
examined, re-examined, informed, 
required, commanded and com- 


pelled until all I know is that I 
am supposed to provide an inex- 
haustible supply of money for 
every known and unknown need, 
desire or hope of the human race, 
and because I refuse to donate to 
all and then go out and beg, bor- 
row, or steal the money to give 
away, I am ousted, cussed, dis- 
cussed, boycotted, talked to, talked 
about, lied about, held up, held 
down and robbed until I am just 
about ruined. 

The only reason I am clinging 
to life at all is to see what the 
hell is coming next. Will be up 
to ask for reductions. 


SKINNY 





(R. S. Pryor.) 


HERE AND THERE 





Charlie Dowski, billed as ‘Charles 
of Park Avenue’ and his orchestra, 
resume again for the Swedish- 
American line for the summer. S. 
S. Kungsholm, the first of the 
excursion cruises into the Norse 
countries, will feature Dowski's 


Pontiac broadcast for the rest. 
dance orchestra commencing June 


— 


Inside Stuff—Music 


Paul Whiteman came into the Biltmore Cascades knowing that he 
couldn’t make money on the engagement singly. 
$5,000, he still requires two engagements to make money, counting on the 


With overhead of 


98 At $1,000 guarantee, plus all the $1 (and $2 Saturdays) couverts, White- 


man can at best gross $4,000, 
water. 





Dave Kent returned to Witmark. 
Kent left the firm some time ago to 
go with Donaldson, Douglas & 
Gumble. 





Richard Whiting and Ray Egan 
have written the theme song for 
‘Red Headed Woman’ at Metro. 
Title is ‘Song of the Red Headed 
Woman.’ 


minimum, 





Jimmy Petrillo, Chicago musi- 
cians’ prexy, left for Los Angeles, 
where he will attend the A F of M 
convention. 

During his absence, about four 
weeks, Carl Baumann, vice-presi- 
dent of this local, will sit in Petril- 
lo’s chair. 





songwriters prefer. 

Chic Castle has joined the Lyric 
Music Company in charge of Chi- 
cago. 


That includes also a cut on the mineral 





In suit of Okeh to prevent Louis Armstrong from recording for Victor, 
former comypiny alleges that the trumpeter's services were unique extra- 
ordinary, and irreplaceavle and cited as an instance that laymen could 
recognize the voice of Armstrong when they heard it on a record. Colored 
musician was given $150 a recording by Okeh, with a $3,000 yearly 





Radio disc studios when using song medleys for the commercial 
records always select every tune from one publisher, 
down the cost of ruyalties for the MPPA, . 


This is to hold 





Songwriters’ Protective Association has so far refused to okay the 
proposed uniform contract for songwriters and publishers drawn up by 
Gene Buck, president of the ASCAP, 


S. P. A.’s main objection to the proposed contract is on the ground 
it is a straight bill of sale and net a conditional bill of sale which the 


They are said to be satisfied with the majority of the terms otherwise 





Castle has been Chicago chief in 
past for Robbins and Olman. 


ELLINGTON’S AIR SWITCH 





Jack Miles orchestra, indie unit, 
follows Lew Conrad into the Wil- 
liam Penn Hotel, Pittsburgh, June 


29 for four weeks, 
Burtnett’s crew. 


91. Ellington will etherize via CBS 
Heretofore he 
has been airing on the NBC net- 


Conrad’s orchestra is under NBC | {rom WGN, Chicago, 
contract. 


work. 








Lou Frohman, former pit leader 
for RKO at the Orpheum, Madison, 
Wis., is at the RKO Fordham, New 
york. He replaces Dave Mordecai. 


Lombardo at Pavillon 


the Pavillon Royal, 
F July 10. 
Eddie Pardo, m. c. at Hollywood He will 
night club, Galveston, Texas, called 
back to New York due to illness of 
father. Frankie Quartell, orchestra 


Long 





remain in_ that 








leader, subbing for Pardo. b jon. 


Duke Ellington’s band goes into 
the Lincoln Tavern, Chicago, June 
following Earl 


Guy Lombardo is due to go into 
Island, 


spot 
throughout the summer. Smith Bal- 
lew’'s crew, currently in, not yet sect 
for a spot after leaving the Pavil- 


Robbins, Feist Holdouts 
On Victor 10-20 Discs 


Robbins and Feist are the sole 
major publisher hold-outs on Vic- 
tor’s 10 and 20c records, refusing to 
okay recordings. 

Both take the position that the 
others can experiment of they want, 
having had a costly lesson on the 
Durium flop, which cost Robbins 
$18,000. He settled for 10%. 





Billy Bissett’s orchestra, recently 
at the Windsor hotel, Montreal, for 
the summer to the Seigniory Club, 
Lucerne, Quebec. Band will get the 
Trans-Canada C. P. R. network 
ev" Wednesday night. 


n° 
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ASAP. HIRES 
SELF-DEFENSE 
PA. 


American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers, 
by the avalanche of counter-prop- 
oganda, is taking on a Chicago firm 
of public relations counsellors to 
present their cause to the legisla- 
tors and the public. 

From all sides, the Society’s an- 
tagonists, have built up a structure 
dealing with the alleged ‘music 
trust.” The major broadcasters, the 
National Association of Broadcast- 
ers, the various picture and theatre 
trade organizations, et al., have all 
gone on record opposing the pay- 
ment of so-called ‘tribute’ for the 
use of copyrighted music. 

Society, with its writer-publisher 
members on the verge of bank- 
ruptcy, must now look to radio as 
a major source of income. 

In self-defense the music men feel 
that the public and the law-makers 
should learn more about the plight 
of the present-day songwriter and 
publisher. 


Canadians Peeved at 
Yank Snub, Retaliate 


3uffalo, June 27. 

Barring of Puffalo musicians from 
playing at Canadian beach resorts 
hereabout has led to attempt by the 
United States Department of Labor 
to adjust the matter through the 
Canadian immigration department. 
Under a general order of the United 
States Bureau of immeration fol- 
lowing the act of March 17, 1932, 
the old rule providing that Cana- 
dian orchestras might fill tempor- 
ary engagements in the United States 





has been’ terminated, Canadian 
authorities now propose to apply 
the same treatment to American 


orchestras entering Canada. 

Buffalo and Canadian immegration 
authorities are hoping with the co- 
operation of Washington and Ot- 
tawa to restore reciprocity in the 
situation: 





Erno Rapee’s Vacation 

Erno Rapee is going to Europe on 
a vacash and upon his return will 
shift to Hollywood for a few weeks 
prior to Radio City’s opening Xmas 
week, 

Rapee will be general musical di- 
rector of Radio City. 


Music Guide 
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“HUMMIN’ TO MYSELF” 


“IS I IN LOVE? I Is” 


‘IT WAS SO BEAUTIFUL” 


“UNDER A SHADY TREE WITH 
you” 


‘WHEN YOU'RE GETTIN’ 
WITH YOUR GAL” 





ALONG 


“MUST IT BE THE END?” 


DeSYLVA, BROWN 
& HENDERSON, Inc. 


745-7th Ave., New York 








“TWO LOVES” 
‘““MARDI-GRAS” 
“DRUMS IN MY HEART” 


MILLER MUSIC, Inc. 








62. West 45th Street, New Work City 








| mally 





NUTTY MUSIC BiZ 


Girls Write Hits—Supposed Ham- 
burgers Click 


Paradox of Tin Pan Alley is that 
the No. 1 and No. ? best sellers to- 
day, ‘Lullaby of the Leaves’ (Ber- 
lin, Inc.) and ‘My Silent Love’ (Fa- 
mous Music) are both composed by 
women tunesmiths, Bernice Pete- 


kere and Dana Suesse respectively. |! 


This is contrary to all t.p.a. lore, 
that a femme songwriter could be 
unusually successful. 

Paradox No. 2, which further sup- 
ports the songwriters’ and publish- 
ers’ contention that their business 
gets crazier by the hour, is that 
‘My Silent Love’ and ‘Humming to 
Myself’ (DeSylva), another good 
seller, are both minor tunes. Nor- 
any publisher would hardly 
dare issue such type songs, much 
less expect them to click. 


‘A’ PUBLISHER NEEDS 





$500,000 CAPITAL: 


It’s still a $500,000 business, in in- 
vestment alone, to operate a class- 
A music publishing business, al- 
though considerably cut down from 
past standards. It used to cost 
$80,000 to $100,000, and as high as 
$110,000 a month, at one time, to 
operate, Now a class-A publisher 
is down to $30,000 to $40,000 a 
month of fixed charges before he 
can get anything back, 

With the fancy $1,000,000 over- 
heads the publishers made more 
money proportionately then, than 
now, with the nut curtailed 50%. 

The ol’ debbil Radio gets the 
blame. 

At this rate, some of the major 
publishers are said to be losing at 
the rate of $10,000 a month. 


CBS ANALYSIS 
OF “31 INCOME 


Out of CBS’ total of 141 adver- 
tisers during the year 1931, the 
industry most highly represented 
was drugs and toilet goods, which 
contributed 34 accounts out of the 
total 141 for a percentage of 24.1%. 

However, out of CBS’ total in- 
come for time for 1931, totaling $11,- 
895,039, the highest volume was con- 
tributed by the cigars and cigar- 
ettes industry, which gave CBS 
27.5% of the networks total income 
although as an industry it only 
consisted of 5.7% of CBS’ total ad- 
vertisers, The cigars and cigarettes 
industry consisted of but nearly 
one-fifth the amount of drugs and 
toilet goods advertisers and yet 
spent more than 1% times as much 
money as the latter industry with 
CBS. 

A classified list of CBS adver- 
tisers by industries follows. 

This list shows the percentage of 
CBS advertisers by industries in 
1931 and their percentage of the 
total CBS volume of business. 

1931 CBS Advertisers by Industries 


Total Total 
Adver- $ Vol- 
tiser ume 





Yo 
Automotive Industry.....seseess 2.8 2.2 
Cigars, Cigarettes,......... couse BF 37.5 
Clothing & Drygoods........ 6.7 2.6 
Confecti very & Soft Drinks. 4.3 2.6 
Drugs & Toilet Goods........ ee . 24.1 18.7 
Food & Food Beverages......+. 19.1 14.1 
Financial & Sieeemaressoocoeees 3.6 3.0 
Jewelry & Silverware.....cscess 1.4 8 
House Furnishings............ +. 14 3.1 
Machinery & Elec. Supplies.... 3.6 1.2 
Paints & Hardware............ . 3.6 1.6 
Radios & Music. Instruments... 2.1 2.3 
Petroleum & Motor Oils....... 2.1 1.2 
Soaps & Housekeepers Supplies. 1.4 1.6 
Shoes & Leather Goods........ - 5.4 5.2 
Stationery & Pooks..... cosesoce &B 5.5 
EOCENE. 6 becccesercersous s wan 8.8 





ROSE GRABS SONG 


Billy Rose paid Famous Music 
$3,000 for the right to use Famous’ 
song, ‘I Wanna Be Loved,’ in his 
next show. Tune was written by 
John W. Green and Ed Heyman. 

Song is a new one, which Famous 
just commenced plugging. Due to 


| the Rose buy for use in his produc- 


tion, Famous is now forced to re- 


| strict its use. 


| dolph Friml for $1,700, claimiag he, singer, ran 
| settled the composers’ contract with} Latter, 


| 


| 


Green and Heyman are working | 
foi | 


on additional 
Rose, 


song material 





FRIML SUED 


Hollywood, June 20. 


Frank I. Bernstein is suing Ru- 


United Artists for $17,000. 
United Artists contracted Friml t« 


| write the music for one picture, the» 


didn’t use him, 





Sold by Phone 


Los Angeles, June 20. 

Ted Fiorito has placed his 
‘Three on a Match’ number 
with DeSylva, Brown and 
| Henderson. Lyrics are by Ray 
| Egan. 
| Number was 
}} York 


sold to the New 

men through Ben Ber- 
|} man, their local rep, having 
i} Fiorito play it over long dis- 
tance phone from San Fran- 
cisco to N. Y. 


} 


WOOLWORTH TEST ON 8 
VICTOR 10-20c OUTLETS 


Victor’s 10c and 20c discs will be | 
placed on the counters of seven Ne 
York Woolworth stores and one} 
Brooklyn store the end of this week. 
Each of the eight stores will carry 
both brands of discs. None will be 
sold in out-of-town Woolworth 
stores for the time being. Chain is | 
Waiting to see how they go through 
the initial eight outlets. 

; The cheaper Victor discs 
| called Electra and will bear 
RCA-Victor manufacturing 

signia; only dance recordings. 

Feist and Robbins have refused to 
accept a lower royalty from Victor 
for the cheap disc. 














i 
will be | 
the | 





International Coin 


in- | 
|ufacture of 





Shrinkage Hits Pubs 


International finance is further 
/ complicating things for the music 
| publishers. One firm has $17,000 
tied up in Australia because by 
the time it clears through London 
the value of the pound shrinks to 





$2.70. 
This is due to the rates of ex- 
change and the financial restric- 


tions against exporting funds from 
any country. 

Like the film companies who have 
moneys accruing, the publishers are 
now considering taking the heavy 
exchange loss and realize some pro- 
ceeds. 

Campbell-Connelly and Robbins 
Music Corp, are organizing a sub- 
sidiary for Norse and Teutonic 
publication of their editions with 
headquarters in Switzerland as a 
financial convenience, 

As a neutral country, there are 
no Swiss financial regulations about 
exchange, export of funds, etc., 
which makes it the most desirable 
centre for such venture. 

Robbins’ German representative, 
Aliberti, was not renewed last 
month. 





Lombardo-Brunswick File 


Answer in Victor Case 


Guy Lombardo and Brunswick 
have filed answers to RCA Victor's 
injunction suit, both practically in- 
terposing the same defense that an 
alleged oral agreement is not en- 
forceable by an injunction. Victor 
would enjoin Lombardo from record- 
ing for Brunswick, claimin;- an oral 
contract for a year from Fe. 4, 1932. 


Lombardo, through <Aheles & 
Green, admits having made a writ- 


ten contract a week latcr with 
Brunswick, for a period of a year, 
and argues that because of the sun- 
dry ramifications of recordiny, he 
could1’t have made any ‘oral ogree- 
ment.’ 

Victor alleges it agreed to pay 
Lombardo $350 a ‘side’ for recording. 








Robbins Chugging Wcst 
Jack Robbins is making a barn- 
storming trip for a month with his 
car to contact the midwest ‘:eys and 
also contact with the opening of 


Detroit and Chicago. Rob 
lishes that Jimmy McHug! 
Yields score. 

Harry Woods is with 
stop off in Chicago for 
laborative work with 
tatter is also to reconstruct ‘A 
Million Dreams,’ @ west coast song 
by W. C. Levis, which has 
making an impression west of the 
Rockie:. 


ins pub- 
-Dorothy 


him, to 
some col- 





GILL SETTLING SUIT 








| nicipal 


‘call, 


_ DURIUM DROPS 





Lew Leslie’s ‘Clowns In Clover’ in | 


Gus Kahn. | 


| 
} 


been | 


} 


Los Angeles, June 20. 
Superior court has up for ap- 
proval set''ement of an auto acci- 
;dent in /pril when Jeffry Gill, | 
into Hayes Hrtford, 18 
who suffered vwrist cuits 
willing to accept the $300 offered if 


a cou t okays. 


‘ar Cill drove owned by 
te Carter, organist. 


Gaylord 


Free Concerts Flop 


Denver, June 20, 


Free noon organ recitals in mu- 
auditorium are being 
continued. Last year average 
tendance was a dozen persons 
eest 35. Cost Denver $75. 
City Organist Reynolds, while not 
under contract, draws $4,000 yearly, 


ind will be retained, subject to 


| 
dis- | 
at- | 
and | 
| 

| 





WEEKLY DISC 





Durium will discontinue the man- 
its Hit of the Week 


Record. 


Durium has taken a weekly loss | 


on these discs for many months. Its 


failed to 


|} seven years ago, 
|of Chicago, 


| bach, 


Musicians Union Re-elects Officers 


And Shies Clear of New Legislation 


Los Angeles, June 20. 
American Federation of Musi- 
cians’ convention here all last week 
make any sensational 


changes in its legislation, 


none in 

its officials, and voted down much 

proposed radio and traveling band 
restrictions. 

After a campaign that began 


James C, Petrillo, 
was elected to the exec- 
utive committe replacing Fred Birn- 
New York. Latter remains as 
assistant to President Joseph N, 
Weber, who was re-elected for the 
33d time. New ruling prohibits an 
executive committeeman from also 
being the president’s aide. 

Remaining officers are the same 
as last year. 

Action on bonding of booking 
agencies, 10% tax collections from 
traveling bands for the benefit of 
locals in whose jurisdiction they 
play, and banning of traveling bands 
for six months from territory where 
they have played engagements of 


| more than four weeks, were referred 


current distribution is about 60,900 | 


discs weekly, which is not nearly 


enough to get the company off the} 


nut. 

Company will continue to release 
the Hit of the Week discs for about 
four more weeks, since it is that far 
in advance of its recordings, but 
thereafter will not place any more 
records on the stands. 

Although Durium has been losing 
money with the Hit of the \Week 
discs, it has been making money on 
advertising records, discs specially 
made for advertising purposes. 

When Durium first placed its 
records on the newsstan.is to be re- 
tailed at 15c its distribution grew 
in leaps and bourds until it ex- 
ceeded 500,000 weekly. Thereafter it 
began to slump until it sank to 
about 200,000, when it went into the 
hands of receivers, the Irving Trust 
Company taking it over. Stock- 
holders later tock over the opera- 
tion of the company from the Irving 
Trust with Ralph Maxim as presi- 
dent, 

Royalty Big 

When the records were first 
placed on the stands and had a 
large distribution it meant quite a 
bit of revenue in royalties for pub- 
lishers, Currently, with two songs 
being used on a disc, which ave of 
the long running order, the rights 
to record the song are bought out- 
right for about $750 or $1,000. 

The Victor-Woolworth angle, said 
to figure in Durium’s decision to 
discontinue Hit of the Week, since 
Victor will put out 20c and 10c discs 
for Woolworth, is denied by Du- 
rium. Latter company states that 
it could have had Wowlworth as an 
experiment in the Victor manner, 
but refused to play ball with the 
chain store simply on an exper'inen- 
tal basis. 

Durium will continue with the 
manufacture of advertising records. 

Among Durium’'s accounts for ad- 
vertising records are Chevrolet 
Motor, General Electric, Goodyear 
Tire and Rubber, Westinghouse, 
Wm, Wrigley, Jr., Chrysler Sales 
and Frigidaire. 





| local 





to the executive committee without 
favorable recommendation. Revived 
at the final session and carried in 
part, 

Radio rulings defeated were to 
place all chain and hookup broad- 
casting under jurisdiction of the in- 
ternational office and for the laiter 
to fix all price lists for radio. 

Proposal to eliminate the 
above scale price for travel ng 
bands was voted down unanimously, 


N. Y. Autonomy Defeated 

Fight by New York Local No, 
802 for local autonomy was carr'‘ed 
from the denial of the executive 
committee to the convention floor 
and again defeated, but the exe u- 
tive committee is willing to incre-se 
the number of members of the ]0- 
cal’s governing board picked by tiie 
from five to seven and 
crease the number appointed by ihe 
International from nine to seven. 

Weber, in his annual report, an- 
nounced a decrease of 30,000 in 
membership, a drop of 20%, and in 
recognition of the consequent less 
of one-fifth in revenue, a resolu- 
tion was passed to decrease the cr- 
ganization’s expenses to meet the 
situation. 

Convention went on record against 
prohib‘tion and the practice of al- 
lowing U. 8S. Navy bands to take 
commercial bookings in competition 
with members. 

Price lists or phonograph recovd< 
ings were expanded to include sirii- 
lar scecles for electrical transcrip- 
tions. 

Meetings were all held at the 
Biltmore hotel, with trips throu ;h- 
out the country and to Metro-Golc- 
wyn-Mayer studio during the first 
two days. 

Final business on Saturday vas 
a long session in an effort to lift 
the 2% theatre def2nse tax for liv- 
ing music. Move to abolish was 
overwhelmingly defeated. Net re- 
sult was the addition of an amend- 
ment imposing the tax on the ;al- 
aries of all traveling bands, regard- 
less of what work they do. Present 
levy applied only to permanent and 
travelingy theatre bands. 

Chicago was selzocted as the place 
of meeting for next year’s conve i- 
tion, 


oI% 
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745 Seventh Ave. 








JOEY STOOL 


(Formerly of our Chicago office) 


Now permanently 
in our New York offic 
as Geieral Manager of 


DeSylva, Brown & Henclerson, Inc. 
ROBERT CRAWFORD, Prewident 


s38 


New York 
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CONGRESS 
Two Wednesday night showing 
spots in this burg at present, the 


William Morris office here, and the 
RKO festival at the southside Ritz. 
Out of the 13 acts viewed, somebody 
must get some good. 

This five-act show here last week 
was very bad. Evidenced that a bit 
more care and selection is needed in 
the setting of the show. Even 
though it’s just a preview, it should 
at least have some qualities of en- 
tertainment and proper routining. 
The acts here clashed with each 
other all through the running, two 
of the turns of the five being abso- 
lutely identical in construction. 
There's hardly any excuse of that 
slip-up. 

These two clashing turns are 
dancing trios, Coll, Emmett and 
Coll, and the Perry Twins and Fer- 
ris. Both acts have two boys and a 
girl. The Coll act was formerly a 
twosome, and has just added an ex- 
tra fellow. Act was at a bad dis- 
advantage in being forced to work 
in ‘one,’ the only space this house 
allows because Publix-B. & K. is 
chiseling on the dimes. It’s a nicely- 
dressed affair and manages to get 
by pleasantly enough without any- 
thing outstanding in the hoofing 
line. In between there’s some war- 
bling and fiddling that doesn’t count. 

‘Perry Twins and Ferris also mix 
their dancing with some vocal work, 
and this also is their weakest mo- 
ment. The big bit is the hoofing- 
boxing number still, that finishes the 
turn on the encore. Both acts walk 
off with that triple-carry stunt, one 
fellow carrying the girl astride his 
back and the other man on the girl's 
legs. 

Billy White, colored, opened the 
short 45-minute show with a hotcha 
song-and-dance interlude. Nothing 


{ here. 


| 
| 








After Coll, Emmett and Coll) 


came the Durham Trio, three kids | 
doing hill-billy. Strictly for the} 
small time, both on the stage and | 
ether. The guitar, fiddle and war = 
ble work is all too familiar and 


repetitious to mean anything; about 
the only thing selling the turn at all 
is the age of the performers. It does 
prove that a 10-year-old can saw 
‘Pop Goes the Weasel’ as well as 
anyone. 

In Tex McLeod the show received 
its only boost. This full-dress ver- 
sion of Will Rogers has manner and 
material, managing to keep his re- 
marks sufficiently current to get 
laughs out of comments on the day. 
Whether the evening regalia goes 


with the roping stunts is open to 
argument. In vaude it might do, 
but presentation work would call 


for the chaps and sombrero, 

In the absence of a regular m. ¢., 
Abe Platt, the manager, doubled| 
from the front of the house. He's a) 
swell manager. Gold. 





M. T. Jones dramatic stock moves 





this week from Middletown, O., to 
Muskegon, Mich. 
George Rogertson Players, . dra- 


matic rep show now touring in Wis- 
consin, last wee received a tenta- 
tive closing notice. Expect to work 
on a week-to-week plan. 





Robert Schoenender, James Barry 
and Jack Dwork last week took over 
the 63d St. theatre. Same group 
also has the E. A. R. 


Polka Bros. have given up the 
Crystal Lake, Ill., theatre. 

Echo theatre, at Desplaines, IIl., 
folded again within seven days after 
reopening. 





Biggest Money Pictures 





(Continued from page 1) 


ever get within striking distance of 
‘Birth's’ high record, 

That picture was the first to be 
extensively roadshown at advanced 
scales. ‘Parade’ (Metro), which 
grossed $6,400,000, is the runner-up 
on record, and ‘Hur’ (Metro), at 
around $5,500,000, was also road- 
showed all over. 

Al Jolson's ‘Singing Fool’ (WB), 
of all talkers, has come the closest 
to equaling any of these silents in 
gross distribution return. Slightly 
over $5,000,000 now, it is still receiv- 
ing some circulation around the 
world, 


High Sound Rentals 


‘Fool,’ typical of other talkers 
early in the stage of sound, received 
rentals which prior to sound would 
have seemed mythical. The picture 
took $4,000,000 out of the U. S. and 
to date a little over $1,000,000 from 
the foreign markets, some of which 
have only recently opeped up for it. 


That was in the heyday of sound, 


and despite a circumscribed number 
of wired accounts, which today re- 
mains restricted as compared with 
the number of theatres over the 


world in silent days. 


Curiously enough, the nearest any 
other talker has gotten to the ‘Sing- 
ing Fool, record, in spite of the cur- 
rent times, is Charlie Chaplin's ‘City 
It has grossed for United 
Artists a total of around $4,250,000, 


Lights.’ 














DOROTHEA ANTEL 


316 W. 72d St.. New York City 
The Sunshine Shoppe 


New Assortment ot 
GREETING CARDS 
For All Occasions 











RKO STATE LAKE 


CHICAGO 


“TS MY FACE RED?” 


With RICARDO CORTEZ 
HELEN TWELVETREES 
ROBERT ARMSTRONG 








Big Silent Grosses 


‘Birth of a Nation’ 

7 ee $10,000,000 
‘Big Parade’ (Metro)... 6,400,000 
‘Ben Hur’ (Metro).... 5,500,000 
‘Way Down East’(UA) 5,000,000 
‘Gold Rush’ (UA)..... 4,250,000 
‘Four Horsemen’ 

(Metro) ....ccccccee 4,000,000 
"Ciroun’ 402)... 045 -.- 3,800,000 
‘Covered Wagon’ (Par) 3,800,000 
‘Hunchback of Notre 

Be OD) onc a ndves 
‘Ten Commandments’ 

CPI ei sis is . 3,400,000 
‘Orphans of 

Gis” Sree ear 
‘Yor Heaven's Sakes’ 

ty ee 
‘Seventh Heaven’ (Fox) 
‘What Price Glory’ 

4 Pye 
‘Abie’s Irish Rose’ 

Gee -2'e%ees 


3,500,000 


3,000,000 


2,600,000 
2,500,000 


2,400,000 


1,500,000 











nosing out Warners for second place 
by topping the heavy rental return 
on ‘Golddiggers of Broadway,’ early 
talker, which did $4,000,000. 

The Chaplin picture has sold at 
big rentals, many accounts paying 
50% from the first dollar for it, yet 
its record is startling. Picture, 
strangely enough, is what might be 
termed a silent, its only sound 
dressing being in effects, music, etc. 

Its big grossing to date further 


possibilities of silents, with the 
world market to pick from, as 
against talkers with outlet narrowed 
and high rentals having a hard time 
to make up for that difference. Fig- 
ures on ‘Lights’ show that Chaplin 
was right about silence on the 
screen, at least in his case. 
‘Lights’ has already taken $1,000,- 
000 out of England. It's still in cir- 
culation, a last season’s (1930-'31) 
picture. It will top the highest pre- 
vious Chaplin gross, slightly over 
$4,000,000 for ‘Gold Rush.’ His ‘The 
Circus’ did a total of $3,800,000. 


Chaplin never road-showed his 





| pictures, always having been 
|against that method. In that re- 
| spect as a grosser, he differs from 


,}other strong rental-grabbers of the 








' . . . 
silent regime, many of which ran 











Hq. REED Ewe 


os STITUTION ef INTERNATIONALE 


s* Shoes for the Stage and Street 


== 


throws into contrast the gigantic, 








Big Sound Grosses 


‘Singing Fool’ (WB)..$5,000,000 
‘City Lights’ (UA) 

(Sound) ee... 
‘Golddiggers of Broad- 

War CWC deb<eoaveess 
‘Wings’ (Par) (Sound) 
‘Sunnyside Up’ (Fox) 
‘All Quiet’ (U) 
‘The Jazz Singer’ (WB) 





seveee 4,250,000 
4,000,000 
3,600,000 - 
3,200,091 
3,000,000 
3,000,000 





‘Whoopee’ (UA) 
‘CockeyedW orld’ (Fox) 2, 
‘Hell’s Angels’ (UA).. 2, 
‘Welcome Danger’ 
CPP). waccwarerseess » 2,100,000 
‘Desert Song’ (WB).. 2,000,000 
‘Virginian’ (Par)..... 1,900,000 
‘Palmy Days’ (UA)... 1,800,000 
‘Cocoanuts’ (Par)..... 1,800,C00 
‘Cimarron’ (Radio)... 750,000 
‘Trader Horn’ (Metro) 1,750,000 
500,000 


600,000 
500,000 


1, 
EB 
1, 


‘Love Parade’ (Par).. 
‘Animal Crackers’ 

CRED « wikia eaeeece eee 1,500,000 
‘Frankenstein’ (J).... 1,400,000 
‘Monkey Business’ 

6: ee, ae 1,400,000 
‘Why Bring That Up’ 

COED di ons caien eae 1,400,000 
‘Smiling Lieutenant’ 

f° gy eee eer eevee 1,300,000 
‘Feet First’ (Par)... 1,300,000 
‘Morocco’ (Par)..eceee 1,300,000 
‘Dracula’ (U)..cccceece 1,200,000 











up their tremendous grosses through 
advanced price runs. 


Other Big Silents 


Among these, in addition to ‘Par- 
ade’ and ‘Hur,’ are ‘Way Down 
East’ (Griffith), $5,000,000; ‘Four 
Horsemen’ (Metro), $4,000,000; 
‘What Price Glory’ (Fox), $2,400,- 
000; ‘Seventh Heaven’ (Fox), $2,- 
500,000; ‘Hunchback of Notre Dame’ 
(U), $3,500,000; ‘Covered Wagon, 
(Par), $3,800,000 and ‘Ten Com- 
mandments’ (Par), $3,400,000. 

Par’s ‘Wings,’ which opened in 
New York as a silent, later going 
out with sound effects and music 


score, turned back a total of $3,- 
600,000. 
‘Hell’s Angels’ (Hughes - UA), 


which cost around $3,000,000, runner 
up for ‘Ben Hur's’ record of $5,- 
000,000, has not had anywhere near 
the luck ‘Hur’ did. ‘Angels, has 
grossed $2,500,000 to date, leav- 
ing the picture in the red for its 
maker, Howard Hughes. 

Since the current (31-32) season 
began, in the midst of the worst 
economic disturbance the industry 
has faced, the $1,000,000 pictures 
have been scarce. They can be 
counted on two hands, with Eddie 
Cantor’s picture ‘Palmy Days’ (UA) 
taking the lead. It has done $1,- 
200,000 in the domestic market and 
on total world distribution will top 
$2,000,000 with about $600,000 of 
that coming out of England. 
Cantor’s previous season's talker, 
‘Whoopee’ (UA), also a musical, 
topped that figure, turning in to 
its makers a total of $2,600,000. 

Metro’s has Garto’s ‘Mata Hari’ 
in the $1,000,000 class among this 
year’s pictures well into circulation, 
as well as ‘Emma’ (Marie Dressler). 
On Garbo’s M-G normally averages 
around $1,500,000 over the world. 
Metro hopes for $2,500,000 or more 
from ‘Grand Hotel.’ M-G’s previous 
season road-show film, ‘Trader 
Horn,’ still on circulation, will prob- 
ably do a total of around $2,000,000 
in all. 

Of the other companies, some 
have not had a $1,000,000 picture 
in a couple of seasons. Paramount 
and Universal are exceptions. For- 
mer claims $1,350,000 for ‘Monkey 
Pusiness’ (Marx Bros.) and $1,300,- 
000 on ‘Smiling Lieutenant’ (Che- 
valier). U's ‘Frankenstein,’ made 
at a cost of only $240,000, is rated 
a $1,209,000 picture by that com- 
pany. That firm’s ‘Spirit of Notre 
Dame’ without any foreign distribu- 
tion, also came close to the million 
dollar mark, doing slightly over 
$750,000, 


65% Above Neg. Cost 


Until the depression began hurt- 
ing theatres and through that the 
rental return, $1,000,000 pictures were 
common. Those reaching $2,000,000 
or over at the same time were no 
novelty, with the way rentals 
poured in, many pictures taking 
big chunks of money out of play- 
dates through percentage bookings. 

But that’s all changed now. Thea- 
tre operators and distributors, who 
complain that grosses are off 30% 
to 40%, and that they are trying to 
meet this drop through economy, in 
the same breath charge that Holly- 
wood is doing nothing through its 
studio +o balance the situation. 

The distributor must get over 
the negative cost of the aver- 
age picture to clear, but the gross- 
ing possibilities for both theatre and 
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distrib ure back to the days when 
| pictures. cost $125,000 and they had 
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Hamburger Realty Co. given judg- 
ment for $2,642 from Fred W. Siegel 


‘and for $486 from American The- 


atres on rental due to the Majestic 
theatre, 





ireek theatre has employed a 
women’s concert orchestra of 50 un- 
der direction of William C. Ulrich 
for its Saturday and Sunday night 
concerts. Wednesday night operatic 
concerts will begin July 20. 





Sherman IL. Lowe filed a wage 
claim against Alfred Mannon of Su- 
preme Pictures for $100, claiming he 
sold Mannon a picture yarn for that 
sum and has been unable to collect. 
Mannon is reported in the east. 





Florence Eddy, as assignee for the 
Algonquin hotel, New York, suing 
Bayard Veiller, writer, for $603 rent, 
in L. A. Municipal court. 

Noah Beery target of a $400 Mu- 
nicipal court suit by H. C. Lighten- 





berger, property appraiser, for serve 
ices over a four-year period, 





Nina Enrey seeking to collect a 
New York court judgment against 
Gregory Ratoff for $136 in L. a, 
Municipal court. 


Tec-Art sued by W. P. Sorenson, 
saw works owner, for $96. 





Billie Carnes, dancer, filed suit in 
superior court against Tom Whit- 
ley, writer and former Fox tester, 
for $5,000 and the return of a fox 
terrier known as Daniel, which Miss 
Carnes claims was taken by the 
writer. Asks additional $5,000 if dog 
can't be returned. 





Returning home 
Weldon Heyburn, 
player, ran over an embankment 
and suffered a _ dislocated collar 
bone. Car, belonging to a friend, 
was wrecked. 


late at night, 
Fox contract 





Exploitation 





(Continued from page 19) 


of Kirma, mystic. Some of his per- 
formances were reserved entirely 
for women, 





Kidding "Em 

Working on the suggestion angle 
an exhib uses light banners for his 
marquee and trains a small electric 
fan on them. Banners wave gently 
in the breeze, no matter how still 
and hot the day and convey the 
suggestion that here is one spot 
where the cooling winds always 
blow. Claims it gets a surprising 
amount of attention from passers- 
by on the traveled street and often 
turns them in to the boxoffice. 

Backs this up with a lobby minia- 
ture showing a snow scene. Frame 
has a glass front and snow drifts 
down with a realistic effect. Uses 
finely chopped paper and plenty of 
it, with a miniature snow cloth kept 
in motion by the same motor which 
takes the snow from a hopper in 
the bottom of the box in a series of 
buckets on an endless belt and 
keeps the snow cloth supplied, 


Miracle Men 


One theatre found its plug for 
‘The Miracle Man’ in a series of 
pictures of local men who had done 
things.’ One portrait each day, with 
a brief reason why the subject 
should be considered a miracle man, 
At the end of the run the public 
voted by coupon for the most mi- 
raculous of them all and he got a 
traveling bag, which the theatre got 
for a display of vacation luggage 
in the lobby. 

As samples, one miracle man 
pushed through the local unem- 
ployment relief while another forced 
the authorities to turn on a public 
fountain. It all resolved itself into 
a popularity contest, but it helped 
business and circulation, and made 
a lot of talk, 








Parenna 


(Continued from page 52) 


tain that to a large part theatre 
managers prefer foreign actors. 
With regard to foreigners, the 
employment agency’s figures show 
that out of 5,400 employed actors 
990 are foreigners, of whom 552 are 
Austrians and 438 other nations, as 
Swiss, Poles, Russians, Hungarians, 
and Americans. This amounts to 
16%. Of the unemployed 4,150 ac- 
tors nearly 1,000 are foreigners, 539 
Austrians and 417 of other nations 
No legislation against foreign ac- 
tors is considered, as numerous 
German actors are employed abroad 
and reprisals would take place, 


Political Issue 


The national socialistic party has 
made the fight against Parenna one 
of the points of their program. The 
main reason here is, that the agency 
notes all unemployed and in case of 
a vacancy submits a list of people 
looking for a job, but without any 
consideration of their being suited 
for the special position or not. The 
actors are quite aware of the draw- 
backs of the former agency and 
agent systems. Not all agents were 
discoverers of talent. Many of them 
were financial exploiters. Unrea- 
sonable commissions, traveling fees 
etc. were asked and received. Yet 
the artist could expect the agent 
to work in his interest and get him 
to the right place. 

It's very different with the officiai 





| the world markets to play with, 


employment agency. Endeavors 





have been made to employ former 
firstclass agents as heads and thus 
make use of their personal knowl- 
edge of the actors, etc. But there 
are six heads and 10,000 actors, 
i.e. nearly 2,000 actors on one head 
of a department, of which 1,000 
looking for a job and an individual 
recommencation is practically im- 
possible, 

Two points seem to speak against 
the efficiency of the institution. 
Very few prominent actors make 
use of the agency. Most of them 
use their old private managers, dis- 
guised as secretaries. Second, more 
and more German actors use the 
services of Austrian private agents 
who are allowed to take care of 
German actors in Austria.. 

The actors are more or less all 
in favor of the reinstitution of pri- 
vate agents. 





Ritzy Bonus Army 





(Continued from page 1) 


electricians, carpenters and other 
picture help who have been having 
it tough for some time, 

Outfit is snooty in the cars it ac- 
cepts. No broken down autos will 
be considered and the paint jobs 
must be good. Officers claim they'll 
bring no disgrace to Hollywood, but 
will advertise the cinema city as a 
class place by sending out a bonus 
army that bespeaks affluence. 

Several stars have contributed to 
the movement. The Hays organi- 
zation, however, turned down a 
committee on the ground that the 
trip to Washington would embar- 
rass the administration. Hays office 
also wanted to know if Louis B, 
Mayer knew that the army was 
camped on M-G-M property. 





LETTERS 


When Sending for Mail to 
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POSTCARDS, ADVERTISING or 
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Tuesday, June 21, 1932 


OUT DOORS— BURLESQUE 








BARNES INVITING BIDS 
FOR WINTER QUARTERS 


Los Angeles, June 20. 

John Ringling has commissioned 
geveral real estate firms here to 
gubmit possible locations for new 
winter quarters for the Barnes. cir- 
cus. 

Understood that the specifications 
call for at least 200 acres on a ma- 


jor boulevard where training ac- 
tivities can be sold as an attrac- 


tion during the winter months. 
Former winter quarters at Bald- 
win Park have been sold to the 
Baldwin Park Jockey Club as a 
site for their proposed racetrack. 





Chi Humane Society 


| 
In Anti-Rodeo Howl | 


Chicago, June 20. 

Learning of proposed plans for a 
giant rodeo show at: the World's 
Fair next year, members of the 
Chicago Humane Education. So- 
ciety have taken up: arms in pro- 
test. A resolution asking the ad- 
ministration of the Fair ‘to cancel 
the wild west'‘idea has already been 
adopted and submitted by the 
ciety. 

Tentative plans and contracts for 
the rodeo have already been car- 
ried through by Fair offitials, al- 
though not definitely consummated. 
Whether this protest will carry any 
weight looks doubtful. 


Steel Pier Rivals 
Atlantic City, June 20. 

The Steel Pier season started 
Sunday and for the first time in 
years faced real competition. 

George Gravenstine, of Philadel- 
phia, is managing the Million Dol- 
Jar Pier and has arrisgged a pro- 
gram similar, but not as extensive, 
as the Gravatt outfit at the Steel 
Pier. Both amusement plants are 
snowing vaude, pictures, and book- 
ing popular dance bands. 

On the other side of the Steel 
Pier is the Garden Pier with legiti- 
mate shows at popular price, name 
dance orchestras and speed boat 
rides. 


Gentry in Ohio 
Canton, O., June 20. 

After an absence of more than 15 
vears, Gentry Bros., piloted by 
veteran showman, H. B. 1entry, 
invaded the Buckeye state last week; 
playing here four days on three dif- 
ferent lots. 

Show is moving on motor trucks 
and is staying in the larger cities 
several days, playing in different 
parts of the city. Show will spend 
some time in Ohio. Prices ‘are 20 
and 30 cents. 


Air Show Fizzles 
Birmingham, June 20. 
The Air Carnival celebrating the 
Anniversay of the new airport 


proved a financial fizzle. In spite of 
fact all railroads ran special dollar 


SO- | 





the} 





excursions here the three day event 
went into the red $1,800. 

Show was sponsored by the Pirm- | 
ingham Aero Club and admission 


of two bits per person and another | ¢299, 


two bits for auto. was charged. 





RINGLING-B-B DETOURS 


Buffalo, June 20. 
The Ringling-Barnum show has 
heen forced to change its Buffalo 
date from June 27 to June 28, . 


The city fathers refused to issue | oes 22, 
uly 1-2, 


a4 permit, due to a conflicting box- 
ing show set for 27th for the benefit 
of the Buffalo Centennial celebra- 
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Kansas Fair Cuts Out | 


Free List for Solons | 





Topeka, June 20. 

Maurice Jencks, secretary of the! 
Kansas Free Fair, has announced | 
that the entire free list has been 
suspended for the 1932 fair to open’ 
here Sept. 12. 

In the past the free list has in- 
cluded not only all local police and 
officials, but all members of the! 
state legislature. For the 1931 fair 
more than 2,000 season passes were 
issued. 

The fair is still in the red 
last year’s six-day showing. 


from 
75-Year-Old Fair Off 
Cambridge, Ill., June 20. 


Henry County fair,, whieh this 
year would have celebrated its 75th 


consecutive year, has been can- 
celled. | 

Agricultural conditions, directors 
said, made the project a_ fore- | 


doomed failure. Not known whether 
attempt will be made to re-estab- | 
lish it later. 


Hitch Hikes to Altar 


Waterloo, Ia., June 20. 
Eunice Baker, 20, Shreveport, La., 
arrived here after hitch-hiking the 


suit pending against her for five 
years dismissed, Action was orig- 
inally started by the late Arthur 
Horwitz, vaude agent, and followed 
up by Arnold Strotz, local agent, 
i|who claimed he was associated} 
Y | with Horwitz on a 50% contract 
distance to wed William Maurice! 
Baker, attache with the Castle- | 
Ehrlich-Hirsch shows. | 


In addition to having Iowa’s five- | 
day marriage law set aside by} 
Judge George J. Sager, who per- 
formed the ceremony, the bride was 
unconcerned over statements by 
show officials: that there was no 
place for her among’ the carnival 
attendants, and her husband is| 
barely making enough to carry both | 
of them about the country as the | 
carnival makes its summer tour. 

She told the court that she want- 
ed to be with her man, money or no 
money. 





If It Isn’t One Thing 








Omaha, June 20. 
City council passes ordinance 
zoning Krug Park out of district 
where boxing and wrestling per- 
mitted. 


Park had just built outdoor arena 
seating 4,500 and depending on 
weekly or semi-weekly shows to 
bring attendance Which loss of rol- 
ler-coaster cost them. 

Planning to appeal to courts. 


SHOWS CROWDING IN 
Danbury, Conn., June 20. 

The .Walter L. Main. circus is 
billed here for June 29. Outfit will 
open a newicircus lot at: Main and 
South streets. 

The Barnett show is reported as 
planning to exhibit here late in 
July, making the third circus here 
this season. 


W. VA. % 
Fairmont, W. Va., June 20. 
Gentry Brothers circus exhibited 
here under auspices of Playgrounds 


|earried p 


; poses, 





| Association, giving organization 
15% of first $500 and 50% above | 
that. | 

The local takings amounted to 


jtown; 24, 





tion, which starts the . follow.ng | 
week, 
The circus switched dates with 


| ter, Mass.; 24, 


Niagara Falls and will jump from | 


Alb: ? » O95 S ay rae | 
Ibany on the 25th (Sunday move | 24, Keene, N. 


ment) to the Falls for the 27th. 


2nd Murder Trial Set | 


Dallas, June 20. 
Recently acquitted of slaying Lou 
H. Brownlee, tent showman, Durrell 
Kendall goes on trial for murder of 
Brewnlee’s companion, Martha 
Smith. Case, still undated, set for 
Livingston, Tex., near the hamlet 
Where the couple were found dead 
Six months ago. | 
Kendall, ex-farmhand, 
Projectionist for 

Storming show 


worked as 
Brownlee’s barn- 





——— | 


Royal American Blow-Down 
Davenport, Ia., June 20. 
The Royal American Shows suf- | 
fered several thousand dollars | 
damage when a 42-mile wind struck | 
the canvas. 
Only the midget show escaped | 
Without damage. 


Circuses 


Ai G. Barnes 

22, Oskaloosa, Ia.; 23, Marshall- | 
Cedar Rapids; 25, Sterling, I; | 
26, Peoria; 27, Davenport, la.; 28 Water- | 

Rochester, Minr.; 30, St. Paul; | 
Minneapolis. 
Hagenbeck- Wallace } 
June 22, Seranton, FPa.; 24 Oneonta,. N. | 


June 


Y.; 24, Schenectad@: 25, Gloversville; 27, | 
Clearfield, Pa. | 
Ringling-Barnum | 

June 22, Manchesier, N. H.: 28, Worces- 


Pittsfield; 25, 
Sells- Floto 
Mass.: 23, Fitchburg: 
H.; 25, Brattleboro, Vt.; 27 
Lennington; 28, Burlington: 29, Montpelier; 
30, St. Albans; July 1-2, Montreal, Can. 


Albany, N. Y. 


June 22, Haverhiil, 


CARNIVALS 


For current week, June 20-25, when 





not otherwise indicated. 
Barker: Warrensburg, Mo. 
Byers: Colfax, Ia. 
Capital Am.: West St. Paul, Minn. 
Capital City: Atlanta, Ga. 
Castle-Ehrlich-Hirsch: Winona, Minn 
Coleman Bros.: Hartford, Conn 
Conklin: Drumheller, Alta., Can 
Copping: Altoona, Pa.; Arnold, 27-2 
Corey: Lebanon, Pa. 
Crafte: Brentwood, Cal. 
Davis: Pottsville, Pa. 
Decker: Northampton, Mass. 
Edwards: Coshocton, © 
Empire City: Hightstown, N. J 
Isler: Moberly, Mo. 
Jones: Steubenville, O 
Joyland: Idaho Falls, Ida 
Landes: Independence, Kar 
Page: Beckley, W. Va. 
Pollie: Spurgeon. Ind 
Southern Tier: Clyde, N. ¥ 
Spencer: Johnsonburg Pa 
Sunset Park: Atlanta, Ga 
Tilley: Maywood. I). 
Webb: Gary Ind 
Williams. Woodlake, Minn 24-m, 


of Conway was in his action charg- 
ing Columbia with conversion 


verdict 


and | 

in his favor of 
$1,300. 

Conway 


charged Col 


his entire production ‘Liberty 
Belles’ on Oct. 25, 1931, the circuit 
| taking the show for its own pur- 


Conway’s other suit charges 
breach of contract. 

Solomon Goodman represents the 
producers in both actions. 


5-Yr.-Old Browning Suit 
Killed in Chicago Court 


Chicago, June 20. 
Browning, sp- 
stopped 


Frances ‘Peaches’ 
pearing in burlesque here, 


| of€ to go to court and get a contract 


with Miss Browning. 
Case had been dragging along in 


the courts for years, with Miss 
Brownine’s demurrer to the suit 
hanging fire all the time. It finally 


came up for. hearing before Circuit 
Judge Summers, who ruled in 
favor of ‘Peaches.’ Strotz failed to 
show up in court. Miss Browning 


| was represented by Ben Ehrlich. 





Hollywood Crowd Won’t 
Spend at the Beaches 


Los Angeles, June 20. 
Yesterday first real warm Sunday 


/of summer convinced beach amuse- 


ment concessionaires that unless 
miracle happens many will have to 
fold. 
Beaches jammed but mob wouldn’t 
spend for rides and entertainment. 
Roulette concessions peculiarly 
got the only heavy play. 





Literati 


(Continued from page 53) 


writer, will have a book on sports 
published by Holborn House this 
week. 

Elizabeth Bridges Daryush is a 
daughter of Robert Briges. 

Donald Henderson Clarke carries 
an ice-pack around with him. 

In case the cops want John V. A. 
Weaver, they can find his shoe 
prints on the divan in a certain 
literary agent’s office. 

Robert Herrick back. 

J. P. McEvoy has switched from 
Essandess to Houghton Mifflin. 
Tiffany Thayer also has a new pub- 
lisher in Liveright. 

Gene Fowler back from Holly- 
wood. 

A book being ghost-writ for Nor- 
man Phillips, Jr., the vaude per- 
former, to be called ‘Children of the 
Profession.” He may come east to 
place it. 

New Ernest Hemingway book 
will be called ‘Death in the After- 
noon.’ 

Was the publication date of Jan 
Welzl’s ‘Thirty Years in the Golden 
North’ ‘held up to curb some of its 
exaggerations? 

Vera Caspary, who’s been writing 
plays for a time, has returned to 
prose and is completing a new novel. 

Isadore Lhevinne to Spain. 

Harriette Ashbrook, back at Long- 
mans Green, completed a new novel 
while away. 

That ‘new’ 
‘The Private 


John Erskine 
Life of the Queen of 


| Sheba,’ supposed to have been writ- 


ten a long time ago. 
Charles 3eahan 
Larkin, Jr., collabo: 


and John  S. 
ting again. 


A book of poems by Ann Dvorak, | 


the new picture actress, is making 


|the rounds of the publishers. 


Louis Berg has gone to an up- 
state place to do that novel, leaving 


| Jonas Arnold without literary guid- 


ance. 
Phil Stong 
happy if they 
‘Strong.’ 
Clemence Dane has a new scrib- 
partner in Helen Simpson. 
ied Bodin counselling new fiction- 
eers. 
Kathleen 
France. 
Joseph T. 


would be completely 
didn't spell his name 


bling 


Millay home from 


Shaw, the ‘Black Mask’ 


‘editor, will have a novel published 


but not in his own mag. 


| cago, died at the Woodlawn hospital 


converted | 


It’s about’ bull fighters. | and a 


tale, | 





there June 10 from an abscessed ap- 
pendix. He had been ailing for some 
| time. | 
He started in the music business | 
way back when with the National 
Music Co. of Chicago. Later he 
joined the Whitney-Warner 
pany, which eventually 
over by Jerome H. Remick. 


com- 
taken 
Wert- 


was 


han remained with Remick as pro- | 
fessional manager in the midwest | 
for about 30 years. 

| Two sisters, one the wife of the 
late Jake Kalver, former Chicago 
| music man, survive. Burial at Mt. 


Mayriv cemetery, Chicago. 
| ROBERT E. SPOOR 
Robert E. Spoor, 56, superintend- | 
,ent of the Spoor-Ahbe Flm Manu- 
facturing Co. of Chicago and broth- 
er of George K. Spoor, founder of | 
old Essanay Film Co., died June 18 
as a result of fall from the bal- | 
cony of his studio. The suicide the- 
ory was discounted by friends and 
police, with belief prevailing that he 
accidentally toppled from the bal- 


cony which led to his apartment | 
from the studio which formerly | 
housed the Essanay Production. 


The widow and the brother, George, 
are the only survivers. 
Burial will be at Waukegan, Ill. 


LEWIN MANNERING 





Lewin Mannering, 53, actor, died 
in the British International film 
studios, London, June 7, while 


making a talker. A Pole by birth. 
As a character actor he had held 
a place with the leaders for nearly 
30 years on the English stage, hav- 
ing played leads in literaly dozens 
of wellknown productions. His last 
big part was in the stage version 
of ‘Jew Suss,’ the book which was 
called ‘Power’ in the States. 
J. CLARK DUNCAN 
J. Clark Duncan, 73, manager of 
the Park theatre, Morningside, the 
past five years and for six years 
before that manager of Old Plaza 


theatre, Sioux City, Iowa, died 
June 14 in a Sioux City hospital 
after a brief illness. 

He was born Aug. 15, 1859, in 
Ohio and came to Sioux City in 
1888. He organized the first polo 
club and was active in launching 


the first golf course in Sioux City. 





CHARLES 8S. ABBE 

Charles S. Abbe, 72, stage and 
screen actor, died in Darien, Conn., 
June 16, of blood poisoning result- 
ing from an infected tooth. 

He was a graduate of the old Bos- 
ton Museum stock, and for many 
years in Maude Adams’ support. 
Also well know in pictures. Body 
was brought to New York for cre- 
mation. 


BERTHA P. ELDRIDGE 

Mrs. Bertha Pendexter Eldridge, 
former stock actress and dramatic 
teacher, died at her home in Roch- 
ester, N. Y., June 15, of heart dis- 
' ease. 

She leaves two sons, Henry and 
|; Bertrand, of Rochester, a_ sister, 
| Mrs. Alma P. Hayden, of Rochester, 
brother, Hugh’ Pendexter, 
| writer, of Norway, Me. 








WILLIAM B. FREEMAN 

| William B, Freeman, veteran ac- 
|tor, died June 8 at his home in 
| Brockton, Mass. He retired a few 
|years ago after having been with 
|the Belasco Players of Los Angeles 
and Hathaway Stock Company of 
Brockton. 





LILLIAN ROSE BAILEY 
' Mrs. Lillian Rose Bailey, former | 
professional, died in Louisville May 
31, only 18 days following the death 
of her husband, Cam Bailey, also a 
former 
Survived by her two 
Hester and Stan Bafley. 


actor, 


children, | 


MICHAEL A. McDERMOTT 

Michael A, McDermott, 72, died 
in Mobile June 10 after a long ill- 
ness. Interment there. He entered 
the business in 1873, and was well} 
known in New York as well as in 


the South. 


EMiL PAUR 


Emil Paur, 76, once conductor of 
the Boston Symphony and Pitts 
burgh orchestras, died in Mistek, 


Czechoslovakia.June 15 after a pro- 


longed illness. i 
Florence Durkin 
i Mrs. Florence Durkin, 39, for 


——— ep 
$1,300 VERDICT FOR | 
CONWAY VS. WHEEL OBITUARY 
Jack Conway, burlesque producer, 
has won the first of two suits , ; : 
against the New Columbia Bur- HARRY WERTHAN : hen oh sage. nes Phe suddenly 
| lesque Associaton. Decision in favor Harry W erthan, 67, one of b. 1e Wednesday morning (15). 
| oldest music publishing men in Chi-| She was the mother of Junior 
| 


Darkin, child film player, and two 
daughters, Grace and Gertrude. 


CASPER CHRISTOFORSON 


Christoforson, 43, film 
for 15 died Tues- 
(14), as a injuries 


Casper 
technician years, 


day result of 


received in an automobile acci- 
dent, 
Widow and son survive him. 


John Isbister, 64, died in Atlantic 
Highlands, N. J., June 13. He was 
vice-president of the Atlantic High- 
lands Beach Park since 1925. Sur- 
vived by wife, two sons and a 
daughter. 

Interment at Rye, N. Y. 

Robert Cuscaden, 53, Omaha mu- 
sician and founder of Omaha's first 
symphony orchestra, died there 
June 14 after an illness of several 


| months. 


Three prothers survive. He was 
not married. 
Helen Douries for many years 


secretary to Dr. P. C. Cornell at 
the Star and Majestic theatres died 
in Galetcn, Pa., last week. Miss 
Douries did press work for nu- 


| merous legit stars in which capac- 
|ity she became widely known, and 


of the 
company. 


was at one time a member 
Jessie Bonstell stock 


William Manley Toft, 81, one of 
the best known band leaders in the 
Upper Ohio valley, and organizer 
of Manley’s band, died Saturday, 
June 11, at his home in East Liver- 
pool. Burial there. 

Washington I. Hathaway, 86, ora 
chestra leader and old-time fiddler 
for many years, died June 11 at hts 
home in Fall River, Mass. 





Charles W. Guy, 71, member of 





the former Guy Brothers Minstrels, 
died June 6 while visiting friends 
at a suburb of Springfield, Mass. 


Father of Bill O’Brien died Juné 


16 at his home in Boston. Bill is in 
Paris, where he was notified. 


Behind the Keys 





(Continued from page 19) 


ly damaged. Building was insured, 
but equipment, including projection 
machines, not covered. 
Davenport, Ia. 

R. T. Newton, manager of thé 
Capitol, succeeds W. C. 
manager of the Orpheum here. 
George Bickford, manager of the 
Garden, succeeds Newton at ‘the 
Capitol Don Allen will be new 
manager of the Garden. Sear’s new 
assignment not announced. 





Minneapolis. 
Nickie Goldhammer, former WB-« 
FN exchange manager here, now 
handling Twin City sales, in addi- 


tion to northern Minnesota, for 
local RKO exchange under Mike 
Frisch. 








a | 


Port Arthur, Tex. 

M. C. Clemmons, local manager 
Jefferson Amusement Co., replaces 
Frank Putnam as manager of the 
Strand. Putnam made manager of 
Peoples. Hoyt Simmons goes to 
Strand as assistant manager due to 
closing of Pearce for summer. Wil- 
liam Oakes who had been in charge 
of Peoples for nearly five years 
leaving for Austin. 





Taylorville, Il. 


Dominic Frisini, owner of the 
Ritz and builder of the Capitol, 
which he sold some years ago to 


the Fox, is negotiating for repur- 
chasing of the Capitol, the larger of 
the downtown theatres. 


Mason City, Ia 





{ 
} 
} 
| 


| will cost $10,000 and 


Operation of the Cecil and the 
two A. H. Blank houses, the Palace 
and the Strand, has been consoli- 


|} dated, with Tom Arthur, for many 


years manager of the Cecil, in gene 
eral charge of the three houses. 


Dubuque, Ia. 
New Iowa, nabe house to be built 
by Ray Duttle in the college section, 
seat 300; ready 


lin fall. 
Auburn, N, Y. 
Joseph N. Schwartzwalder, new 


general manager for Skouras 
brothers, with offices at the Jeffere- 
son. Morris Rosenthal transferred 
to Niagara Fals for Skouras., 
Working with Schwartzwalder 
will be Andrew C. Krumm at the 
Strand and Raymond E. Corcoran 


at the Palace, . 
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Beginning June 30+h 
Columbia Network viaWGN 
From LINCOLN TAVERN 
at Chicago, III. 


Harlem’s aristocrat of jazz returns for 
a second sensational engagement in the 
club where he made roadhouse history 
last season! This week (June 18) he 


concludes a record-smashing tour of 







, ; RKO theatres at the Palace, Chicago! 
IRVING AILLS 
a a 
Mil: Rockwellnc. CREATOR OF A NEW VOGUE 
ARTISTS REPRESENTATIVES IN AMERICAN DANCE MUSIC! 


7 SEVENTH AVENUE - pe’ seri ej 
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WARIETY Tuesday, June 21, 1932 | 
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